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I am always delighted to publicise any events - particularly when someone 
from Sherbornes with Pamber goes the “extra mile” for someone else’s 
benefit – or in Paul Bevan’s case 26.2 miles !!    Well done Paul

Paul completed the 26.2 miles of the London Marathon 2015 
on 26th April in 4:63 (or 5:03!), and ran for the British Skin 
Foundation.

“The British Skin Foundation is the only charity in the UK 
dedicated to funding research into skin disease and skin 

cancer. We fund research to help the 8 million people in the UK who suffer 
with a skin condition, with the ultimate goal of finding cures and better 
treatments for every disease.”

Donations welcome: www.justgiving.com/paulsbevan  Thank you 
Paul Bevan

May 3rd – 9th 2015 

I would like to thank the collectors and the people of the Sherborne St 
John and Monk Sherborne for their generous contributions towards Red 
Cross Week.  We made a total of £466.81 - Monk Sherborne £100.15 and 
Sherborne St John £366.66.

Betty Burnett

Sherbornes Art Exhibition

Many thanks to all of you who helped to make our recent exhibition such a 
success. We raised just over £1,000 for RADCAN which we believe is going 
towards a neck brace... a piece of vital equipment for the unit.

We almost doubled our sales from the last show, too, which is 
always encouraging to our artistic egos and encourages us to 
keep on having the exhibitions!!

Our thanks again 
Lindsay Berry & Pat Burt 

Julie Crawley 
Editor

Letters to the Editor

Contact us at Editor@thevillager.org.uk
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June 2015
1	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
1	 Pelican Film Society, Theory of Everything, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm
2	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship The History of Bramshill College  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
2	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
9	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
15	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
16	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
20	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
22	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
23	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
29	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
30	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am

July 2015
4	 SSJ Village Party, TICKETS NOW ON SALE
6	 Pelican Film Society,  The Judge, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm
7	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Strawberry Tea  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
13	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
17	 Monk Sherborne Village Hall, Italian Night	 7.30pm
18	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
27	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
27	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm

August 2015
4	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Top of The Greasy Pole  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
10	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
22	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
24	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am

September 2015
1	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Annual Outing
7	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
12	 Monk Sherborne Village, Monk Sherborne Fete	 (Time TBC)
19	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
21	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am

October 2015
5	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
6	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship A Passion for Pearls  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
9	 Monk Sherborne Village, Murder Mystery Night	 7.30pm
17	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
19	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am

Future Events
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Church Matters June

A Bishop went to speak at what used 
to be called a ‘mental hospital’.  He 
began with what he seemed to think 
was a profound question as he said, 
in a sonorous voice, “Now, why are 
we all here?”  A voice from the back 
shouted back “Because we’re not all 
there”!!  Actually the question itself 
wasn’t a bad one – it was just the way 
the unfortunate bishop phrased it in 
those circumstances.  But let us ask it 
specifically of the Church.  What is  
the church for?

I don’t know if you have ever been asked 
that question, perhaps at a dinner party 
or a BBQ, someone suddenly perhaps 
to change the conversation or out of 
genuine interest, knowing that you 
have something to do with the church, 
enquires “What’s the point of it – what 
is the church for?”  Or to put it another 
way, what is the mission of the church?  
There are of course so many ways 
you might answer that question.  For 
example, you might say that the purpose 
of the church is to change society or to 
help the poor or to reconcile people or 
to provide education.

1 Luke 19:10
2 1Corinthians 9:22
3 John 17:20,21
4 Matthew 28:19
5 Ephesians 4:13

All these are potentially worth while 
activities, but they do not describe the 
mission of the church as such.  Church 
members may indeed do such good 
works and many more beside, but so 
may those who have no commitment 
to Christ or involvement in his church.  
The mission of the church must be 
described in terms of activity which 
is specific to the church itself.  We can 
look at this from three angles: to save 
people, to spread the word and to  
make disciples.

First of all, the church is here to save 
people.  Jesus said people are like lost 
sheep – he came into the world to bring 
them home1.  The Apostle Paul said he 
would do whatever he could so that by 
all means he might save some2.  By that 
of course he meant bring people to faith 
in Jesus – he alone is the Saviour.  The 
message of the Gospel is a message of 
rescue and the mission of the church is a 
rescue mission.  Think of those migrants 
adrift in the Med on overcrowded 
unsafe old hulks.  They don’t need 
someone to attempt to improve their 
conditions on board – they need rescue.  
So people today are in urgent need of 
rescue from the consequences of sin: 
death and eternal destruction.

Secondly the church is to spread the 
word, that is, the gospel message.  It is 
this that brings people to faith and it has 
always been God’s plan that it should 
spread from one person to another, and 
that the church in particular should 
be the agent of this.  So on the night 
before he died, when Jesus was praying 
for his disciples, he prayed “not only 
for them but also for those who would 
believe in him through their word, that 
they may all be one ....”3   And that is 
exactly what happened after Jesus died 
and rose – many more became believers 
and all were incorporated into the one 
body of Christ – the true church.  The 
mission of the church then is to operate 
firmly within that plan – to make Jesus 
known by spreading the word, just as we 
ourselves have received it.

Third aspect: the mission of the church 
is to make disciples4 – that is to help 
people to grow up to maturity in Christ.  
Inevitably there is all the difference in 
terms of Christian experience between 
someone who has just believed and 
someone who has been learning and 
battling as a Christian for many years.  
Not only so but we all have a lot of 
growing to do until we reach maturity5.  
There is a big contrast between a sapling 
and an established tree.

There’s more to be said of course – 
another month perhaps.  Meanwhile let 
all of us who know and love the Lord 
Jesus Christ commit ourselves to live  
for him.

John Hamilton
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7 June		
10am	 Parish Communion	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

14 June			 
  8am	 Holy Communion	 The Priory
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

21 June			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall	
		
28 June		
10am	 Morning Service,  Sunday Club & Crèche 	 St Andrew’s					   
10am	 Morning Service	 The Priory
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ & Lord’s supper	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

5 July		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM: WE ARE IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
June 7 	 Essential cleansing	 John 13:1-20	 Andrew King
June 14 	 The betrayer unmasked 	 John 13:21-38	 Ian Roberts & John Hamilton
June 21 	 The Father, the Son... 	 John 14:1-14	 Simon Clegg
June 28	  ....And the Holy Spirit 	 John 14:15-31	 John Hamilton & Ian Roberts

... AND SUNDAYS AT SIX: PAUL’S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS
June 7 	 In line with the truth 	 Gal 1:18 – 2:16	 John Hamilton
June 14	 Living by faith 	 Gal 2:17 -3:9	 John Hamilton
June 21 	 Receiving the promises 	 Gal 3:10-22	 Sean Clokey
June 28 	 Sons of God 	 Gal 3:23 – 4:7	 Warren Trask

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the weeks beginning 7 & 21 June and we pray together on Tuesdays 
2 & 30 June at 2.15 pm and 8 pm in the Parish Room.  Track Three runs on the week of 16 June.

Services for June

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  
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DIXON’S GARAGE
DIXON’S CORNER, ALDERMASTON ROAD

SHERBORNE ST JOHN
Car and light commercial repairs
Servicing and mechanical repairs on all models.
Bodywork and paint work.
Welding and MOT repairs
Classic cars welcome.

01256 850494 / 07850848862

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
There has not been a parish meeting 
since the last issue of The Villager so 
with that in mind I will give a short 
single report of my own portfolio:   
Rural Policing and Neighbourhood 
Watch.  I hope you find it interesting.  

We welcome our new local police 
constable, PCSO John Dullingham to 
the Monk Sherborne and surrounding 
area beat as part of the Tadley and 
Pamber Neighbourhood Policing 
Team.  PCSO Dullingham will be 
assisted by PCSO Antony Brady.  We 
thank PCSO Abbey Carpenter for all 
her previous good work and wish her 
well for her new area.  Alerts from 

Neighbourhood Watch, Country Watch, 
Horse Watch Action Fraud together 
with messages from the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and some Trading 
Standards messages have all been 
brought together under one banner 
known as Hampshire Alert (www.
HampshireAlert.co.uk).  Individuals are 
encouraged to sign up to this service 
which can be tailored to suit ones own 
specific requirements and needs.  

I am pleased to say our Speedwatch 
campaign is moving along very well 
and only needs three more volunteers 
to have the required compliment for us 
to implement the scheme.  Given that 

speeding vehicles are consistently the 
most mentioned area of concern within 
the parish it is good to note that we are 
now near to having the opportunity to 
do something about it.  I urge readers 
to come forward to assist in Speedwatch 
becoming a reality.  

Finally I would like to thank the 
litter pickers who recently worked so 
diligently in Charter Alley in clearing 
up rubbish.  Perhaps we could arrange 
to do something similar in Monk 
Sherborne. 

Lynne Harling
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I hope you all enjoyed the 2 recent bank 
holidays especially as the weather was 
not too bad!

Allotments
The allotment plots are now all full and 
in good condition thanks to the hard 
work of our wardens Ted Wilkinson 
and John Reed.  The Parish Council 
agreed that sheds on the plots would 
be permitted after agreement with the 
wardens.  If you are interested in taking 
one on please contact the clerk with 
contact details. ssjclerk@gmail.com.  

Finance
The Parish funds are good and adequate 
for all the work the Parish Council plan 
to carry out during the year on behalf of 
the Parish.  This includes the renovation 
and repair work scheduled for the Chute 
Pavilion and grounds.

The 2014/5 audit is complete and once 
the internal auditor has checked it the 
Parish Council will confirm and sign at 
the next Parish meeting so that it can be 
sent off to the External Auditor.

Summer Parish Council Event 
Saturday 4th July 2015 4.30 
to 11.00 
Don’t forget to come to the parish 
barbecue on Saturday 4th July on the 
Village Green.  Last year’s event was a 
great success and the Parish Council 
hopes this year’s will be equal or better!!  
With a hog roast, music and entertain for 
all it should be very enjoyable so please 
check the posters and get your tickets.

Transport
Unfortunately despite the Parish 
Council’s agreement to subsidise any 
shortfall Basingstoke Community 
Transport have cancelled the 
Wednesday 58 bus service.  The Friday 
service is still operating and, as long 
as there are sufficient passengers, will 
remain in service.  The Parish Council 
are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause to residents. 

Footpaths
The condition of footpaths in the Parish is 
still causing concern.  While Hampshire 
County Council will be carrying out 
repairs during the year on ones identified 
by their representative as in need (when 
he walked around the Village roads with 
me last month) if there are any causing 
you particular concern please contact me 
direct with details either by post or e mail 
ssjclerk@gmail.com.

Roads
Concern was again raised about the 
dangerous road crossing at the junction 
of Church Lane/Vyne Road by the 
School.  County Councillor Keith 
Chapman asked that details be sent to 
him so he could try to arrange for an on-
site meeting with Hampshire Highways.

Chute Pavilion Project
Quotes have been obtained for much of 
the work to be carried out - re-fencing 
the tennis courts, redecoration of the 
Pavilion and erection of a new sports 
storage unit.  More maintenance work 
has been identified as needed in the 
Pavilion before redecoration can start.  
However the grant from Basingstoke 
& Deane is valid for 3 years so any 
delay is not a problem.  It was noted 
at the meeting that, under regulations 
for the expenditure of public funds, 
details of any proposed expenditure 
must be posted on the agenda 7 days 
prior to a Parish Council Meeting as 
an item. The Parish Council will then 
review, and discuss, received quotes 
and a vote taken on which to accept or 
if further information is needed.  This 
is to ensure the public are informed 
in time to attend the meeting should 
they so wish.  Unfortunately, while the 
sub-committee researching the project 
preferred any building for storage to be 
a brick extension to the Pavilion itself, 
the money available is insufficient.  The 
storage unit will therefore be of steel/
concrete construction with the siting yet 
to be confirmed. 

I am at present amending the policy 
documents required by Basingstoke & 
Deane to support the grant awarded and 
researching other grant opportunities 
in order to fund the areas that were 
excluded from the award such as static 
gym equipment and picnic tables for the 
recreation ground. 

Neighbourhood Plan
The recent Consultation event was well 
attended.  The majority of parishioners 
confirmed that they did not want 
building on Greenfield sites or within 
the strategic gap and wanted a mix 
of housing – market and affordable - 
with smaller units.  The clear favourite 
was the Bob’s farm site.  With the key 
policies identified the Committee is 
now beginning the process of writing 
the draft Plan.  Mike Harrison, working 
on the production of the Wildlife Map, 
would appreciate any help parishioners 
could provide in collecting data.  

Local Plan
Borough Councillor John Leek informed 
the meeting that, despite reservations 
concerning infrastructure, he had voted 
for the Local Plan which requires 853 
houses be built per year.  

General Village Issues
I am continuing to raise problems 
encountered by residents re road 
conditions, trees, hedges and pavements 
and would like to thank people who 
have sent me e mails with issues.  I am 
at present dealing with these but if there 
are any other problems which concern 
you please contact me on ssjclerk@
gmail.com and please give detailed 
locations.

Penny Mayo, Parish Clerk

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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Annual Meeting
Cllr. Chris Goss was re-elected 
chairman for the coming year and 
Cllr. Philip Kingston was re-elected 
vice chairman. The three councillors 
appointed to consider planning 
applications from the south ward 
were Councillors, Mary Hale, George 
March and David Snook. Councillor 
Snook was appointed as the Highways 
Representative from the south ward. 

Party in the Park – 13th June 2015

(Commemoration of the Battle of Waterloo)

All residents of Pamber please 
remember that the summer event will be 
held on Pamber Park, (off Burney Bit) 
on 13th June from 3 – 6pm. The beacon 
will be lit at 3pm. Bring your picnics 
and enjoy a leisurely afternoon whilst 
listening to the music of the Hannington 
Silver Band. For those who come along 

in period costume, there will be prizes 
for the best adult and best child. Wine, 
soft drinks and nibbles will be provided. 

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was well 
attended. During a presentation by 
HURAH parishioners heard details of 
the progress made in establishing an 
affordable housing scheme in the north 
ward to meet the housing need in the 
parish. Two possible sites had been 
identified and the viability of the sites 
was being investigated. Reports were 
also heard from the chairman, Silchester 
School and The Priory, Impstone Pre-
School, the Memorial Hall, St. Stephen’s 
Hall, the allotments, Pamber Forest 
Advisory Committee, the borough 
councillors and the county councillor. 
Issues relating to the tennis courts and 
St. Stephen’s Hall were discussed. 

Planning Applications: 
15/00691/FUL and 15/00692/LBC: 
Change of use of listed house to offices, 
change of use and single storey extension 
of listed barn to small tool hire facility, 
Open plant storage, retention of security 
lighting and associated works. Retention 
of hard standing as parking areas and 
access; (Part Retrospective). Skates Farm 
House Skates Lane Pamber Green.   
No objection

15/01047/HSE: Erection of a single 
storey rear extension following 
demolition of existing conservatory  
Acorn Cottage Silchester Road Little 
London. No objection

15/01005/FUL: Erection of dwelling  
Ramblers Aldermaston Road Pamber 
End. Objection

15/01101/FUL: Erection of detached 
two storey dwelling following 
demolition of existing bungalow  
Goodacres Bramley Road Little London. 
No objection

15/01193/FUL: Erection of  
storage building 
Greenacres Aldermaston Road Pamber 
Green. No objection

15/01308/LBC and 15/01307/FUL: 
Creation of an external Patio landscape 
scheme, erection of single storey side 
extension and timber store following 
demolition of existing garage block, 
various internal and external alterations 
including amendments to parking and 
relocation of the existing gas tanks  
Queens College Arms Aldermaston 
Road Pamber End. No objection

Planning decisions and by the 
Borough Council:

14/02338/FUL: Installation of a solar 
park and associated works to include a 
temporary roadway and construction 
compound, security fencing and 
landscaping works. 
Land at Berry Court Farmhouse, 
Bramley Road, Little London.

GRANTED

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday, 8th June 2015 in St. Stephen’s 
Hall, Little London. All parishioners are 
welcome to attend. Details of meetings 
are displayed on the notice boards and 
on the website www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight (Clerk) (01256) 88257

Pamber Parish Council Pamber Parish Council met on 18th May 2015 
 for the Annual and Monthly Parish meetings.
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
I’m very pleased to welcome the 
promised article from Pamber Green 
Cub Reporter, Jessica Thain who is 
8 years old.  Jess has written a very 
interesting article largely based around 
the Priory School which she attends.  
Jess says she hopes you enjoy reading 
her article.

“Life in Pamber - I have always lived in 
Pamber and I consider myself very lucky 
to live where I do. My Mum and Dad 
were both originally from London and 
I have visited central London and the 
surrounding areas many times. I really 
like London but I don’t think I would 
swap it for where I live now. I enjoy the 
fresh air, the wildlife and the forest and 
the friendly people all around the area.

The Priory School - The Priory is an 
amazing school and has been educating 
children in the area for a very long time. 
There are 168 children in seven classes 
with children entering in the year they 
become five and leaving at the age of 
eleven. I know the school has a rich 
history as two of my neighbours both 
went there, one in the last 15 years and 
the other over half a century ago. I enjoy 
hearing their stories and telling them 
how much the school has changed. The 
Priory now stands on the site of the old 
Monk Sherborne and Pamber School 
which sadly burnt down on the evening 
of November 16th 1916. Apparently 
there are records that exist from 1881 
so the original school must have been 
built earlier than that. I would be very 
interested to hear if anyone has any 
more details of the history of The Priory 

School. The school has recently had 
some major works carried out which 
have really improved things and the 
school looks great. There are always lots 
of varied activities taking place at the 
school including Bring a Guest Lunches, 
sleepovers, Autumn and Summer 
Parties, The Annual Awards Ceremony, 
Young Voices at the o2 in London and 
the Talent Show. The Talent Show was 
on the 24th of March this year and 
most of the school was involved. All the 
parents were there to watch the show. 
It was a long day but I enjoyed it a lot. 
I performed a dance with two of my 
friends and came 2nd in our year and 
joint 3rd overall.  One of the performers 
was taken to hospital on the morning of 
the show as he wasn’t very well but I’m 
pleased to say that not only did he make 
a recovery and perform but he ended up 
winning which was amazing. Well done 
Mikey!! There are also a variety of clubs 
available every afternoon after school, 
every lunch time and most mornings. 
They range from Zumba fitness to 
ballroom dancing, multi-skills to tag 
rugby, French to Latin.

Summer Fair - The teachers, Parents 
Association and school governors are 
always working hard organising events 
and special days, many of which I am 
lucky enough to be involved in. One 
such event is the Summer Fair which 
this year will be held on July 11th from 1 
- 4 pm. This is a great family fun day for 
everyone and also raises a lot of money 
for the children. I’ve been every year 
since I’ve been at the school and it really 
is a brilliant day.

Priory School Sport - Congratulations 
to the Priory School judo team 
who have won the Tadley Schools’ 
Judo Shield. It was a closely fought 
tournament with just 3 points separating 
1st and 2nd place. Great fighting, great 
spirit and great sportsmanship shown all 
round in a very close competition! The 
Priory Year 5/6 tag rugby team played 
in a small tournament recently. They 
narrowly missed out on victory, coming 
a valiant 2nd – well done to them all.

Nepal appeal - I was very sad to hear 
about the terrible events in Nepal. The 
school raised some money by having 
a non-uniform day in support of the 
disaster appeal and the children raised 
£425.80 which was excellent.

Sadly, this school year will be coming 
to an end soon. All the teachers have 
worked really hard to make this year 
one of the best. Before I go I will leave 
you with one final thought - Let what 
you love be what you do.”                  

Well done Jess, a very fascinating read.

I’ll close by reminding you to visit 
The Malls on Saturday 6/6/15 to hear 
Basingstoke Ladies Choir, and Pamber 
Heath Memorial Hall on Saturday 
27/6/15 at 7.30pm to hear Tadley 
Singers will be giving a charity concert.

Ann Ellis 
annjellis@googlemail.com
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Our support network is here to help you...

The Old Forge, West End, 
Sherborne, St John, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9LE

01256 851124
For more details, visit our website at: www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

A. MONGER Funeral Directors

Private and Home arrangements available

Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans

Wide choice of memorials for burial or cremation

Choice of coach built hearse such as Horse-drawn, Vintage lorry and motorcycle

Eco-friendly funerals available

Free parking available

24 hour service, 365 days a year

Please feel free to pop 
into our home or give us a 
call...
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Fir Tree Clinic
www.firtreeclinic.co.uk
Tel: 01256 850873 

Sports Therapy

Deep Tissue/Sports 
Massage

Kinesio Taping

Pre/post event 
treatment

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Osteopathy

Bowen Therapy

Remedial Massage 
Therapy

Manual Lymphatic
Drainage

Hypnotherapy/NLP

Reflexology

Aromatherapy

Jin Shin Jyutsu

Reiki

Nutritional Advice

Established 2004

Fir Tree Farm • Pamber Road • Charter Alley • Tadley • Hampshire • RG26 5PZ

Free assessments available • Chiropractors GCC Registered 
- most medical insurance accepted

Fir Tree Clinic Advert 105 x 148:Layout 1  17/10/12  14:49  Page 1

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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4

Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School

As Friday 8th May dawned, we were 
keeping an anxious watch on the skies, 
hoping that the forecast rain would stay 
away.  Luckily it did, and we had a dry 
evening for our May Festival.  The Year 4 
pupils demonstrated the art of Maypole 
dancing without getting themselves tied 
up, and Year 3 showed us their country 
dancing routines, even managing to 
persuade some brave parents to join 
in!  And when energy levels became 
low, refreshments from the barbeque 
organised by the School Association 
were readily available!

The introduction of hot lunches for 
the Infant classes last September has 
been very successful, and we have 
been pleased that the quality of the 
meals provided has been high, and the 
children are enjoying the variety.  We are 
currently looking for an extra lunchtime 
supervisor for a few lunchtimes each 
week, so if you are interested (or know 
someone else who may be) please 
contact the School Office.

It was sad for the Reception children to 
come to school one morning this month 
to find their playtime toys had been 
taken and thrown into Church Pond.  
We would ask villagers who notice any 
suspicious activity near the School to 
report this to the Police, with whom this 
incident has been logged.

On a much happier note, congratulations 
to the Tennis Team, who reached the 
County Tennis Finals, and to the Tag 
Rugby Team, who maintained their 
record by winning the Tadley Cluster.  
Good luck for the next round!

We are planning a project for our older 
children to research Village history 
and to understand more about the 
buildings and environment that are part 
of Sherborne St John.  If you have any 
information that would be of interest to 
our studies, we need your help – please 
contact us by email to info@ssj-school.
co.uk. We would love to hear from you!

The School Association would like to 
say a massive “Thank You” to everyone 
who donated their unwanted clothing 
and textiles for our recent Clothing 
Collection. Rags 2 Riches 4 Schools 
collected our donations at the end of 
April, which weighed in at over 500kg, 
giving us £342 for the school. All of the 
clothes are taken to the third world to be 
reused, so your donations help people 
around the world as well as here in 
Sherborne St John. We will be holding 
our next collection in November, so 
please start collecting now! 

Planning is now well underway for the 
Summer Fete, to be held on 20th June 
2015 from 12-2pm. Please come along 
and enjoy our traditional games and 
activities, plus our popular barbecue 
and bar. Raffle tickets will be on sale, for 
our fantastic selection of prizes, including 
£100 CASH! All are welcome, and entry 
is free, so we hope to see you there. 

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent
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‘Getting arty’ with WI Lite!
Members and guests of Bramley WI 
Lite enjoyed ‘getting arty’ at their April 
meeting with local artist, Louise Hight. 

Louise inspired her audience with 
stories of her life journey; from working 
in the commercial world of art to 
becoming a highly regarded local artist. 
Alongside this she has also taught art to 
both children and adults.

So charcoal in hand, subject in position, 
paper at the ready ... the ladies from WI 
Lite embraced their lesson! 

‘Invigorated’, ‘inspired’, ‘impressed’, 
‘relaxed’ were just some of the words 
used to describe the experience! All 
of the ladies who attended produced 
fantastic work. Many hadn’t drawn in 
over 20 years but were taken back with 
their skills! 

Anne Grant, President said ‘What an 
amazing evening, who would have 
thought that drawing could be so 
relaxing! Louise is an inspiring teacher; 
everyone did amazingly well and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. I think 
we were all astonished by our hidden 
talents! It really was a great way to spend 
an evening, helped with a glass of wine 
and a chat with friends.’

If you are interested in finding out more 
about Bramley WI Lite visit our website 
www.bramleywilite.com or why not 
come along to our next meeting?

We usually meet on the fourth Thursday 
of every month at 8pm in the Clift 
Meadow Pavilion in Bramley. The first 
two meetings are free of charge. We 
would love to see you there! 

Our next meeting is:

Thursday 25th June 2015

Jam and Jerusalem

Celebrate the WI’s centenary with our 
Jam and Jerusalem tea party – there will 
be a bake off for the most imaginative 
afternoon tea item. We also hope to have 
our very own cake decorating coach 
present to help us decorate our own 
celebratory cup cake! 

About Bramley WI Lite
Bramley WI Lite was established in 2007 
and is part of the National Federation 
of WIs. Having recognised that WI had 
an aging population and that there was 

a need for change, we took the best bits 
of the traditional WI and gave them 
a modern twist. It’s WI but a lighter 
version. Since we launched we have 
gone from strength to strength, and are 
proud to have over 30 members, who 
meet once a month. 

Each WI branch is a registered charity 
and we rely on our membership fees 
to help sustain the club for future 
generations. To ensure that the club 
remains accessible to as many local 
women as possible we also fundraise  
to ensure that we can meet our  
annual costs. 

New members are always welcome; 
membership is £36.00 for twelve 
months. Anyone interested in joining is 
welcome to come along, free of charge, 
to their first two meetings. 

All are welcome. For further 
information on the group or 
forthcoming meetings visit: www.
bramleywilite.com

Contact details/further 
information
Anne Grant, President,  
Bramley WI Lite Tel 07919 488172

Sarah Spencer, Committee Member, 
Bramley WI Lite Tel 07929 732166
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Enrichment 
Week at 
the Priory 
School
Last week, The Priory was buzzing 
with excitement. It was the week that 
everyone looks forward to (apart from 
the holidays).  

This is a series of activities and 
experiences for the children to enjoy. 
It teaches them life lessons and 
opportunities they would have never 
had before. 

Each class does their own activities that 
their teachers dream up (eg. making 
bridges out of post-it notes). There is 
also a main activity for the whole school 
to enjoy. Last year, an artist came. He 
showed everyone how to make a clay 
tile and decorate it. The tiles were put up 
in a big display and painted. The final 
display can be viewed in the schools 
Imaginarium .

This year, Millers Ark farm animals 
came. Millers Ark is an animal’s farm 
where children - and adults- can pet/
feed/see the wide variety of animals. 
There were: donkeys, fluffy- and I mean 
really fluffy- sheep, ducks, a cockerel, 
a goat and her kid (baby goat) and an 
extremely fat pig (who to the children’s 
delight kept on escaping from its pen). 
A few favourites were: the donkey, the 
kid and the large pig. This has been a 
very enjoyable activity and everyone 
wants them to come back!

All of the classes have done exiting 
activities and can’t wait for next year!

Mrs Heathcote, Year 6 teacher.
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 / 07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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www.basingstokeinbloom.com
 www.hardys-plants.co.uk

  Categories:

    Small front garden
   Medium/large front garden
   Container (front) garden
   Environmental/wildlife garden
   Community garden
   Commercial garden
   Schools: Single container (blooms 
      and/or vegetables)
   Single hanging basket/container
   
   Closing date: 27th June 2015

Competition
Garden

       
     Categories:

      Plant portrait
      Urban/rural landscape
      Parks/garden/nature/wildlife
      Macro

      Closing date: 31st July 2015

Competition

Basingstoke in Bloom

For more information please visit our website @

Free Gardening and Photography competition open to all residents, busi-
nesses, associations, community groups, and schools within Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough. 
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

The SSJ Neighbourhood Plan June 2015 Update

The Consultation

Thank you for your support - the Questionnaire 
Consultation & Feedback Event returns have now  
been analysed. The ‘Call for Sites’ Ballot results are  
shown opposite.

What next? The Steering Group will start to write  
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.

SSJ Neighbourhood Plan - Consultation Event 14.03.15 
Call for Sites - Ballot Results

Option Total Ist Choice
Votes        % No.           %

Site 2  Bob’s Farm 622        38% 79         61%
Site 3  Aldermaston Rd 359        22% 26         20%
Site 4  Hilltop 198        12% 4             3%
Site 5  HCC Kiln Rd 166        10% 8             6%
Site 6  Aubrey Place 158        10% 1             1%
Site 1  Cranesfield 151          9% 11           9%

1654 129

You can still help – with the Wildlife Map. 
Please contact the Clerk at ssjclerk@gmail.com.

More information on the website 
www.ssjvillage.org/neighbourhood-plan.html

Julian Crawley
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
THE NEW CONCEPT IN DENTAL CARE 

 

A superb new dental surgery, denture studio and 
dental laboratory - all under one roof.   

With the dentist, implant surgeon, hygienist, clinical 
dental technician and dental technicians all on-site, 

Dentalia offers a very special 
service and can minimise the number of 

appointments and delays. 
 

Now you can have the highest quality dentures designed 
and fitted by the people who actually make them 

Contact us for a FREE consultation to discuss your needs 
 

Fabio Bevilacqua, Dipl. Clin. Dent. Tech. (RCS England), GDC 116615 
Kateryna O’Kill, BDS (CS), GDC 148395 

 
 

Phone Fabio on 353252 or 353033 
 

Dentalia Ltd., 10 Aviary Court, 
Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PE 

  
Visit our website at www.dentalia.co.uk 

for lots more information 
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Chris Holland Chairman

May 2015 has been dominated by the 
General Election; however it was also 
the 70th Anniversary of our Victory 
in Europe. On the 8th May 1945, 
Britain erupted into joyful, euphoric 
celebrations. The eagerly awaited news 
had finally arrived – war was over.  
Today the memory of VE Day lives on, 
During May there were formal national 
celebrations and many local parties.  The 
residents of Cherry Blossom Manor in 
Bramley celebrated VE Day in style with 
entertainment and refreshments.

As Chairman of your local branch of the 
Royal British Legion (RBL) I recently 
asked our members to consider what 
we could do to commemorate the VE 
Day anniversary.  The overwhelming 
response was to raise our profile and 
develop local awareness.

Did you know, for example, that if you 
are a serving soldier, sailor or airman 
you are automatically a member of the 
RBL?  Did you also know that RBL 
membership is not restricted to those 
who have served in the Forces?  In 
addition, did you know that the Bramley 
and District Branch of the Royal British 
Legion includes members from Bramley, 
Sherborne St. John, Sherfield on Loddon 
and Stratfield Saye?

May I extend an invite for you to join 
our members at one of our local Branch 
evenings; we meet every alternate 
month on the second Tuesday at 7PM 
at the Wellington Arms Hotel (off A33).  
The meeting has a short formal agenda, 
followed by a presentation by a guest 
speaker; we also enjoy a drink and a 
chinwag before the evening closes at 
about 9:30PM.  

If you are currently serving, retired 
or just support the men and women 
of our armed forces, please join us for 
one of our meetings?  I hope you will 
read The Villager Magazine to keep 
abreast of developments in the RBL; 
in the meantime, if you’d like to know 
any more about the RBL please ring 
me on 01256 883486 or email me at 
cgh504935@aol.com 

Royal British Legion – Bramley  
and District Branch and VE Day
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The June meeting was a talk given by 
Mr. Nick Channer, a ‘freelance writer’ 
as he refers to himself, but who has 
written a number of publications, from 
Berkshire Life to Pub Walks for the 
Family, and more.  The title of his talk 
was ‘The Mysteries of Agatha Christie’.

Mr. Channer began his talk by declaring 
that Agatha Christie is the most widely 
read author in the world, coming third 
only to The Bible and Shakespeare.  It is 
one hundred and twenty five years since 
her birth, on the 15th September 1890, 
when she was born into the well-to-do 
Miller family who named her Agatha 
Mary Clarissa, the youngest of 3, her 
older siblings called Madge and Monty.   
They lived in Torquay, Devon, in a 
house named Ashfield, no longer there.  
Madge and Monty were sent away to 
Boarding School, not uncommon for 
such a family, but Agatha remained at 
home, being taught by her Mother or a 
Governess intermittently.

It was very probably due to Agatha’s 
childhood, spent at home and rather 
lonely, that facilitated her living in her 
own fantasy world, paving the way 
for her detective novels for which she 
became so famous.

Agatha married Archie Christie after 
a whirlwind romance at the beginning 
of the war, on 24th December 1914.  
They married in Bristol, but travelled 
to Torquay the same day, spending 
Christmas at the Grand Hotel.  After 
Christmas Archie returned to war, and 
Agatha became employed as a nurse in 
the Red Cross Hospital in Torquay, then 
working in the Dispensary.  Her salary 
was £16 a year.  She is noted to have 
said:  “ poisons are neat and clean and 
really exciting” – surely a prelude to her 
famous stories!

Because Agatha was very private, quiet 
and shy, she did not relish the publicity 
she needed in order to get her books 
noticed and published  She also found it 
difficult to finish her novels, to the point 
that her Mother and Madge persuaded 
her to go away for a few weeks to get 
them finished, so she spent time away 

from Torquay at the Moorland Hotel 
on the edge of Dartmoor, where she 
spent her days walking, thinking and 
plotting her stories.  When she returned 
to Torquay she looked for a publisher; 
she was turned down many times but 
eventually Bodley Head showed an 
interest, and her literary career began.

In 1920, when Archie had returned from 
the war and their daughter Rosalind had 
been born, in 1919, they moved closer 
to London, convenient for both Agatha 
and Archie, to a house named Styles, 
the subject  of her book The Mysterious 
Affair at Styles featuring Hercule Poirot, 
and which launched her literary career. 

Mr. Channer explained alongside his 
slideshow how the characters and 
places were formed, and explained that 
some of them are fictitious, some are 
pseudonyms, and others are the actual 
names and places from Agatha’s life.

Firstly, why was, for example, Poirot 
Belgian?  Probably because there were 
many people who had gone to Torquay 
during the First World War so would 
have been familiar to Agatha.   Indeed 
Poirot appears in 33 novels and 56  
short shories.   

Agatha returned to her home 
Greenways in Torquay throughout her 
life; the Devon countryside, characters 
and placenames have been used 
extensively in her books.  The Paignton 
to Dartmouth Steam Railway, still used 
on occasion for tourist trips, appeared in 
her novels.  One of the railway stations 
on the line called Cherston has appeared 
as Cherston, whilst in Dead Man’s Folly 
it appears as Nascombe.  Her beloved 
Humber car was used in her novels at 
Nascombe.  The River Helm is fictitious, 
and is, from her descriptions, the River 
Dart.  Maypool is a Youth Hostel, and 
her Nass House is in fact Greenway.

The famous and beautiful Burgh island 
just off the Devon Coast at Bigbury and 
which now houses the Burgh Island 
Hotel, is the location in two of her 
novels, And Then There Were None 
and Evil Under The Sun; in this book, 
Smugglers’ Island is Burgh Island.

The Miss Marple novels are thought to 
have derived from the place of Marple 
in Cheshire, where her sister Madge 
lived with her husband and where 
Agatha Christie frequently stayed.  Her 
novel 4.50 from Paddington is thought 
to have incubated and developed into 
the famous story as a result of Agatha’s 
walks on her sister’s estate, on the 
edge of which she could look up to 
see the frequent trains passing on the 
Paddington to Manchester line.

Agatha Christie’s life, though privileged 
to a degree, had its share of sadness; her 
father died when she was just eleven 
years old; her mother died when she 
and Archie had moved to Styles and 
this devastated Agatha.  Following this, 
Archie went to her and announced 
he wanted a divorce. This came as an 
apparent shock to Agatha and sent her 
into turmoil.  However, following the 
divorce in 1928, she met and married 
Max Mallowan, and they lived in 
Holland Park, London, also spending 
time in hotels close to Piccadilly, one of 
them being Browns Hotel which was the 
inspiration for her novel At Bertram’s 
Hotel, published in 1965.

The latter part of Agatha Christies life 
was spent, with Max, in Wallingford 
Oxfordshire, although they travelled 
widely throughout Europe and beyond, 
where Max carried out archeological 
digs.  Agatha is buried in the local 
churchyard of Cholsey Church, 
Wallingford, where the ‘queen of crime’ 
died in January 1976.

Mr. Channer was thanked for his 
illuminating talk by Mrs Marianne 
Jepson.

Rose Cooper

Womens Fellowship
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Crimestoppers Neighbourhood 
Update – Speed 
EnforcementWhat is your child doing online? 

Once again there has been much in the 
news recently about youngsters running 
up large bills by downloading apps 
and accessories for their online games. 
Whilst it’s easy to think it won’t happen 
to me, do any of us really understand 
what our youngsters get up to online?! 
Even if you’re a computer whizz, it’s still 
likely that you’ll be playing catch-up with 
the way your child is using the internet 
(remember how you had to operate the 
Betamax video for your parents?!)!

As your child grows and becomes more 
independent, it is only natural that they 
take this independence online. In our 
teenage years we explore, try new things, 
push boundaries and take risks; this is 
an essential part of growing up, even if it 
does lead to grey hair for parents.

The internet has changed all of our lives 
– and makes shopping so much easier! 
Of course, our kids have grown up 
during this change. Many of the things 
that confuse, baffle or even alarm us are 
part of their everyday life. 

Talk to your child about what they’re up 
to online. Be a part of their online life; 
involve the whole family and show an 
interest. Find out what sites they visit 
and what they love about them. If they 
know you understand, they are more 
likely to come to you if they have any 
problems.

Encourage your child to go online 
and explore! There is a wealth of 
age-appropriate sites online for your 
children. Encourage them to use sites 
which are fun, educational and that will 
help them to develop online skills.

Keep up-to-date with your child’s 
development online. Children grow 
up fast and they will be growing in 
confidence and learning new skills daily. 
It’s important that as your child learns 
more, so do you.

Set boundaries in the online world just 
as you would in the real world. Think 

about what they might see, what they 
share, who they talk to and how long 
they spend online. It is important to 
discuss boundaries at a young age to 
develop the tools and skills children 
need to enjoy their time online.

Keep all equipment that connects to the 
internet in a family space. For children of 
this age, it is important to keep internet 
use in family areas so you can see the 
sites your child is using and be there for 
them if they stumble across something 
they don’t want to see.

Know what connects to the internet and 
how! Nowadays even the TV connects 
to the internet (you might not realise 
that it does, but your teenagers certainly 
will!). Make sure you’re aware of which 
devices that your child uses to connect 
to the internet, such as their phone or 
games console. Also, find out how they 
are accessing the internet – is it your 
connection, a free wifi hotspot or even 
a neighbour’s wifi?! This will affect 
whether the safety settings you set are 
being applied.

Use parental controls on devices that 
link to the internet, such as the TV, 
laptops, computers, games consoles and 
mobile phones. Parental controls are not 
just about locking and blocking, they 
are a tool to help you set appropriate 
boundaries as your child grows and 
develops. They are not as difficult to 
install as you might think!

Remember, if you have information 
about any crime, please call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 or click 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org where you 
can also give details anonymously.

For further Crimestoppers updates 
please follow me on Twitter @
HantsCrimestopp (your kids will tell you 
how!!)

PC 741 Simon Wright

We know that speeding motorists have 
been a concern for the residents of Tadley 
and Pamber for some considerable 
time. It is currently one of our main 
community priorities, together with 
reducing alcohol related anti-social 
behaviour and non-dwelling burglary.

The emphasis on speed enforcement has 
been to educate motorists rather than 
simply prosecute those who are stopped 
for exceeding the speed limit. This is of 
course dependant on the speed at which 
they were travelling, and any previous 
penalties they may have incurred.

We encourage residents to contact us if 
they think there is a problem in a specific 
area and we can then carry out a site visit 
to assess the situation.

There are locations where it is simply not 
possible to effectively and safely carry 
out speed enforcement with a hand-held 
LASER speed detection device. However, 
that doesn’t stop us from patrolling 
the area if required as well as involving 
other agencies to assist with traffic/speed 
monitoring.

If you wish to make a report, please 
include details of the location and a 
particular time of day when you think 
the problem is at its worse.

Police officers at the roadside will either 
verbally warn, or report the motorist for 
the offence by issuing them with a Traffic 
Offence Report form. A copy is then sent 
to the Hampshire Police Summary Justice 
Unit, where after carrying out relevant 
checks, a decision will be made whether 
to offer the offender a place on a Driver 
Awareness Training course, or send them 
a Fixed Penalty Notice. In extreme case 
(over 49mph in a 30mph) the motorist 
will be reported for a court summons.

We currently carry out SE at the 
following sites:- Silchester Rd & Pamber 
Heath Rd Pamber Heath, Little London 
Rd & Pamber Rd Silchester, Wolverton 
Common Rd Baughurst, Heath End Rd 
Tadley, New Rd, Burnham Rd, Guttridge 
Lane, Rowan Rd, Mulfords Hill, Mount 
Pleasant, Franklin Avenue, Brimpton Rd, 
Tadley Hill, Bramley Rd Pamber End, 
Baughurst Rd Baughurst, Salters Heath 
Rd, Mulfords Hill Tadley, Ashford Hill 
Rd Headley, Fox’s Lane Kingsclere, B3051 
Ashford Hill.
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This is me having 
my morning 
paddle in the river 
with the tadpoles.  
I check every 
morning to see if 
they have grown 

any legs but the poor blighters seem 
stuck with just a tail, a fairly pleasant 
useful tail but nowhere near as grand as 
mine.  These are Italian tadpoles and I 
met one of their parents on an evening 
walk yesterday but she croaked in a 
language I could not understand.

Talking about languages I think I have 
a different name over here as everyone 
calls me Bellisimo and they all do it 
so it must be right. You are probably 
wondering where I am and all I can 
tell you is it is lovely and warm and has 
a name like a torn face Chin Q Tear 
in a National Park which seems to be 
almost persistently vertical. I have never 
climbed hills like it, the Boss copes 
fairly well but the Mrs drags a bit and 
I have to assist with pulling her along, 
something I am not usually allowed to 
do.  We have travelled here in the large 
white box on wheels, visiting different 
fields with different smells on the way.  
I have met many new friends and they 
come from all over the world, places I 
have never heard of. Many people from 
the yew ess ay were missing their own 
dawgs from back home and needed a 
cuddle from me to keep them going.  
Some small dog friends were carried by 
their Italian owners and one was carried 
in a shopping basket.  I eyed the Boss 
hopefully but he said he only carries the 
gun, not the dog and to keep walking.  
He said the same to the Mrs but she 
gave him the eye and he relented and 
carried her shopping basket for her.   
He is such a softie......

Bert’s Blog
email grumpyvillagers52@gmail.com

Welcome to our second “coffee 
morning”.  If you read last month’s 
grumble and wish to comment let us 
know. We can then assess levels of 
interest and will pick up the topic again 
with some points of action.

On to this month’s grumble then... 
Litter! 

“In the countryside, litter doesn’t have 
a friend. It doesn’t have anybody who’s 
saying, ‘Wait a minute, this is really 
starting to get out of control.’ Bill Bryson 
……then let’s hope in these villages it 
does have a friend! 

Never before have I witnessed so much 
littering along our countryside verges. 
Initially I blamed motorists throwing 
rubbish from their cars.  Until last week 
when a cycling club rode past me and 
two cyclists drank, and then discarded, 
their empty containers into the bushes 
as they sped on. This is where the 
bottles, power aid drinks and sachets are 
coming from.

On a walk between Charter Alley and 
Monk Sherborne,  less than half a mile, 
I  collected 47 lucozade, red bull and 
power aid squashed bottles/sachets.  I 
do not blame the cyclists alone. I’m sure 
they are not guilty of the MacDonalds’ 
takeaway boxes, newspapers and drink 
cans also frequently found growing in 
our hedges.

It is the society in which we live 
that allows these litterbugs a clear 
conscience - Always somebody else’s 
job/responsibility. It’s the same with 
those who toss their cigarette butts out 
of the car...where do they think they will 
go? Littering cost us the tax payer, it’s 
rude, arrogant, unsightly and a danger 
to wildlife.

Sadly, there is little we can do. The 
council will do random litter picks if 
requested by the Parish Council and 
I know some villagers pick up other 
people’s litter. We cannot afford hidden 
cameras on the roadside.

There are some simple actions which 
can be discussed once interest is 
established.  Writing to all the local cycle 
clubs, perhaps making some temporary 
placards and contacting local businesses 
to highlight the problem to those 
workers who pass through our villages 
en route to work. Also, perhaps we can 
organise our own litter pick.

Any comments? Email address above.

Also, let us know of any grumble you 
have which we can discuss.

Grumpy Villager

email grumpyvillagers52@gmail.com

Grumpy Old Villagers!
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Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers
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We live in an electronic age and increasingly 
you are likely to hear or read the phrase 
‘digital assets’. This phrase is now as assets 
stored in a digital format, for example, 
information contained on your computer 
hard drive or in an online form such as social 
media profiles, email and online storage 
facilities (“The Cloud”). As the digital age 
moves on so more of the population lead 
paperless lives; this results in an increased 
need for us Will writers to consider the 
digital assets of any testator. 

Clearly your social media entries are unlikely 
to have great value save sentimental value. 
However, other digital assets may be of 
more worth. Things such as domain names, 
PayPal and EBay accounts. Without proper 
thought being applied to such assets there 
is a real risk of significant financial loss 
simply because having left no paper trial the 
executors of any estate would have little idea 
of the existence of the digital assets. 

This is a developing area and as such there 
are currently limited rules on how such assets 
are dealt with. Moreover, digital companies 
can be truly international which makes it 
almost impossible for authorities here to 
legislate and control them. 

Like everything it is important to make 
sure that you understand the terms and 
conditions of the arrangements you enter 
into with such companies. For example most 
email accounts are only licensed to you as 
a user and therefore revert to the service 
provider after your death.

On a practical level what are the problems 
that face executors:

The first is how to identify such assets. Unless 
the testator has taken the time to bring such 
assets to the attention of their executor it is 
likely that they may be missed.

If the existence of such assets is known to the 
executor how does he or she realise them? 
Such things as the absence of usernames, 
passwords and pin codes etc. can exclude the 
executor from the account.

The international element of such assets 
means that there can be issues with 
jurisdictional questions. So for example 
PayPal is registered as a Luxembourg bank 
and as such the rights of executors may be 
limited by the laws of that country. 

There are ways in which to ameliorate these 
practical issues. A testator can make out a 
digital assets list and make a note of how 
to access their various accounts. Such a 
document can then be placed with the Will 
and updated from time to time as necessary. 
However, as a Will is a public document it is 
not advised to incorporate such information 
into the Will itself. 

This is a rapidly changing aspect of our lives 
and it is increasingly important when drafting 
a Will to consider your Digital Legacy. 

For more information you can contact 
Michael Le Fort in the Wills & Probate team 
on 01256 854637 or email michael.lefort@
phillips-law.co.uk and visit our website at 
www.phillips-law.co.uk 

What will be your Digital Legacy?	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

By Michael Le Fort,  
Head of Wills & Probate
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BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K 
Solutions Ltd, for all your bookkeeping 
needs.  Please contact us on 07402173137 for 
free initial consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET MARAZION 
CORNWALL.  Sleeps two.  Fantastic view 
of St Michael’s Mount and and Mount’s Bay.  
Contact Judith Darmady 01256 850029 ( 
doctorj@darmady.demon.co.uk) or Lizzie 
Williams  01722 780905  (lizzie_rich1975@
yahoo.com)

GARDENER WANTED for general help  
in a large garden in Sherborne St John. 
References required. Half day per week.  
Tel: 01256 889215. 

HOLIDAY HOME in Vendee, France: 1 
double bed, 1 twin, good facilities, garden, in 
village with bars, restaurant, chateau, sandy 
river beach etc with sea beaches and other 
attractions close by. Availability from £395 
p.w. Phone for details: 01256 850670/  
07906 716121

CHILD CARE - AFTERSCHOOL CARE 
Reliable, trustworthy person wanted to care 
for our 2 children commencing September 
2015. Our son (aged 10) and daughter 
(aged 7) attend The Priory Primary school 
in Pamber End. We are looking for an 
experienced person to collect them from 
school and care for them at our home 
in Pamber End, for 2-3 hours on 2 to 3 
afternoons a week. Exact days/hours/rates 
to be confirmed. Care may also involve 
taking them to after school activities. E.g. 
swimming lessons. Own transport would 
be essential and references would be 
required. If you are interested please call 
or email to discuss further. Debra Adams. 
Tel. 07411806516 Email: Debra.adams72@
btinternet.com

PILATES CLASS - Chute Pavillion (SSJ) on 
a Wednesday eve 6:45 - 7:45. Beginner & 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (6 weeks payable up front). 
Limited spaces, please call Maurice Still on 
01256 889817

GARDENING HELP REQUIRED in 
Sherborne St John.  2 hours per week.  
Please phone 851003

FOR SALE  TraveLite aluminium wheelchair 
with carry bag.  Folding and light 
weight.  New and unused.  £50.  Tel: 01256 
850403.

FOR SALE  Coleman Perfect Flow 2 burner 
stove.  Brand new, unused, unopened 
and undamaged item in original retail 
packaging.  £15.  Tel:  01256 850403.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or advertising@thevillager.org.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE. Electrical. 
Plumbing. Capentry or Decorationg. For a 
quotation, please phone 01256 780460 or 
07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch 
with me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green. 
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and 
other collectables and am keen to buy a 
variety of items. So if you are looking to 
declutter, or sell an item or collection, give 
me a call. Fair prices offered for good items 
like quality china, and glass, old toys, dolls 
and teddies, books etc etc. Phone 07879 
440478 or email yvonne.cox@virgin.net

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from 
the Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River 
Cottage’ country.  
Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation 
call 850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or 
email me on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. 
Local practitioner, qualified with 14 years 
experience. Will give free initial consultation. 
Phone Derek Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician 
with over 24 years experience. Teaching 
all aspects of drumming from counting, 
reading, playing to tracks, and technique 
etc. All ages and abilities welcome from total 
beginners to advanced. For more info please 
contact John Lezana on 07947 728 686  
www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of 
building work undertaken: patios, garden 
walls, extensions etc. Over 30 years 
experience.  For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP 
PRACTICE? HAVE YOU BEEN LED A 
MERRY DANCE? Well you could be...!  Let 
our six piece SSJ village band S#arp Practice 
shake, rattle and roll you. Popular tunes from 
recent decades, available for parties, dances 
and fetes. Please contact Steve Howe on 
01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, 
including preparation for examinations (CE, 
GCSE, IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation 
and primary/nursery language clubs 
Daytime or evenings, at home, work 
or school. Call Samantha Cruickshank 
(Language Services Specialists) on:  
07944 820284 or email: scruickshanktutor@
yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, 
tree work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable 
and affordable services. Experienced, 
easy going local lady, who checks every 
corner. Ironing services also available. 
References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY 
AND GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, 
Karndean and vinyls. Patios, water features, 
driveways and all types of landscaping. 
Please call: David Thomas on: 
01256 560784 or 07794867326

ICLEAN LOCAL Professional home and 
office cleaning service. CRB checked, fixed 
rate £5 off your first clean. Call  
07516 955 709.

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk

No Call Out Charges Free Estimates 

 Emergency lock, door & car opening  
 All types of locks supplied & fitted 
 British Standard 3621 locks available  
 ‘Beat the Burglar’ Anti-Snap cylinders  
 Keys cut on site 
 Security audits 

 Specialist in uPvc multi-point locks 
 Insurance, domestic & commercial  
  work undertaken 
 Burglary repairs 
 All workmanship & parts guaranteed 
 Fully insured service 

Locked out? Broken Key or Lock? Lost Keys? NO PROBLEM  

Call Len on 07785 384914 
Email: l.elkington@lockrite.org 

Criminal Records Bureau 
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windows doors porches 
soffits rooflines cladding

conservatories garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion
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0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

23 successful years

��


1992-2015


