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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Oh dear, if it is not dog poo it is bonfires……..I have had an email from an SSJ 
resident asking for greater consideration from the handful of villagers who seem to 
find it necessary to dispose of garden waste by lighting bonfires.

I was enjoying lunch in my garden with a friend recently on one of the few 
nice days we have enjoyed after so much wet weather.  All the windows to 
the house were open and I had two loads of washing on the line.  And then 
someone lit a bonfire.  Unsurprisingly, given the amount of rain we’ve had, 

the bonfire was very smokey; there was also a breeze so within minutes, our garden 
was full of billowing smoke.  The smoke was so widespread I couldn’t even work out 
where it was coming from.  We had to retreat indoors, close all the windows and put 
the washing back in the machine.  So much for enjoying the fine weather!

Preventing fellow villagers from enjoying their gardens on a nice day is nothing 
less than antisocial behaviour.  Most of us, out of consideration for our neighbours, 
manage our garden waste without resorting to bonfires but should they be absolutely 
necessary, could those lighting them please give consideration to the time of day and 
the type of day - not breezy, not immediately after weeks of wet weather and preferably 
not a glorious sunny day - before doing so.

I have also received a long and very newsy letter from a Monk Sherborne resident 
about the amazing wildlife we have in the nearby countryside including a white 
buzzard and a possible sighting in November 2003 of a black panther !    I would 
certainly love some wildlife photos for the magazine cover.
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June 2018
4 Pelican Film Society, The World’s Fastest Indian,  The Ark,  Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Yoga for Over 60s,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
11 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
11 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
17 (Sunday) Sherborne St John Village Fete & BBQ, Village Green & Village Hall,  Sherborne St John 1.00pm – 4.00pm
17 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Cream Tea concert, venue to be confirmed
18 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Woodland Crafts & Ind  – Tim Winter, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
25 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
25 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

July 2018
2 Pelican Film Society, The Post,  The Ark,  Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
3 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Strawberry Tea,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
7 Party on the Green, SSJ Village Green & Village Hall if wet pm
9 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
9 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
16 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Visit TBA 7.30pm
23 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
23 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

August 2018
6 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
7 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – More Where & What in Hampshire,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
20 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Tufton Small Holding – Jane Huxton, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
20 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

September 2018
2 Pelican Film Society, Darkest Hour,  The Ark,  Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
3 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Talk by Anne Siever 2.00pm
10 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
15-22 SSJ Scarecrow Competition,  further details to be announced
17 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Growing Plants for RHS Chelsea Flower Show – Jamie 

Butterworth, Kempshott Village Hall
7.30pm

17 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
24 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
29 Artisan Market,  Sherborne St John Village Hall 11.00am-3.00pm
30 Basingstoke Festival of Choirs, The Anvil 7pm

October 2018
1 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
2 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – The Glass Maidens’,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
7 Pelican Film Society, 3 Billboards outside Ebbing Missouri, The Ark   Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
8 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
15 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Australia, A Plantsman’s Paradise – Steve Austin, Kempshott 

Village Hall
7.30pm

15 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
27 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Annual concert + Hants Police Male Voice Choir, QMC
29 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
29 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

Future Events



5

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 16493 Luke ROBINSON 	 luke.robinson@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Alan Brown	 324450
			   Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Dave Green	 881337

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter	                  850036
MS Village Hall             		  Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com	 01256 851373	
				    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 01256 889534
			   Caretaker                                                                               	 07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com  		
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Anthony Murray	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003
June 2018

Contacts
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Church Matters June

How is God’s power seen and 
experienced today?  This is a question 
of real importance because many people 
are all too ready to write God off saying 
that they have seen no evidence for his 
eternal power.  They are not sure that he 
does anything or that what he does is at 
all impressive by comparison with the 
vaunted displays of the powerful of the 
world.

We are all familiar with the various 
manifestations of worldly power - 
whether it be military might or money 
or political influence.  Here is power 
which is visible.  We both see it and feel 
its effects.   Who wields power and how 
that power is used makes a difference to 
our lives.  But many feel that God makes 
no difference to their lives at all because 
they are unaware of his power.

Of course worldly power has huge 
limitations.  The absolute dictator will 
die one day.  The rich man will leave 
all his money behind.  The powerful of 
the land cannot eliminate hunger and 

poverty, illness and disease, disasters 
and death.   Indeed, while impressive 
in a transitory way it would be true to 
observe that worldly power achieves 
little or nothing in the longer time-
frame, let alone in the context of eternity.

We instinctively realise that the power 
of God must be absolute and infinite by 
definition.  He is after all the Creator of 
the entire universe, visible and invisible.  
If there were a greater power than God’s 
power then God would not be God.  He 
would have been upstaged by this other 
power.  Realising this, people look for 
a demonstration of that power which 
impresses them.   But God does not 
seem to be eliminating all the bad things 
from our world so people conclude that 
he is not there.  This is a great mistake.  

If we want to be able to assess 
accurately the power of any individual 
we must first know how that person 
has chosen to manifest his power.  
We cannot demand that their power 
is demonstrated according to our 
particular criteria.  You could not test 
the power of a train by its ability to 
take off at an airport!  Perhaps God 
has chosen not to eliminate all the bad 
things from this present creation.  If that 
is so it is pointless to deny his power 
because he is not doing that.  We ought 
to notice that it is a good thing that God 
does not instantly obliterate everything 
bad or he would have to eliminate us 
- for every one of us has a selfish and 
sinful nature.

The Bible tells that sufferings of all sorts 
are a feature of life in this present age.  
There is a reason for this.  It is not that 
God could not prevent such things but 
that he has chosen not to do so - in 
fact he himself has ‘subjected creation 
to frustration’.1   This world will never 
be free from sufferings and death.  But 
God is preparing a future from which all 
such things will be absent for ever.  This 
glorious future, more wonderful than 
anything we can imagine, is prepared for 
those who love him.2 

But how may we share in that glorious 
future?  That takes power - real power.  
For God has declared that only those 
who have ‘clean hands and a pure heart’3 
may dwell with him in glory -how may 
we ever have that?  And it’s not just a 
matter of pleasing him one day and 
ignoring him the next - this is about a 
consistent relationship.  How can we 
possibly achieve that?  The answer is of 
course that we can’t - but he can - and he 
does - through the substitutionary death 
of Christ.  

St Paul says that the message of the 
cross ‘is the power of God’.4  By it he 
converts the sinner to Christ.  One day 
we will see that bringing an individual 
sinner to faith in Christ, sustaining him 
or her in relationship to Christ and 
bringing them at last to glory is a mighty 
demonstration of his power.  And we 
shall see it all the more clearly if that 
sinner just happens to be us! 

John Hamilton

1	 Romans 8:20
2	 1Corinthians 2:9
3	 Psalm 24:3
4	 1Corinthians 1:18



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10AM: 
03 June Money Problems Luke 18:18-27 John Hamilton
10 June The grace of God Ephesians 2:8 Scott Seivewright & John Hamilton
17 June The wisdom of God Ephesians 3:10 Andrew King
24 June The Holy Spirit of God Ephesians 4:30 John Hamilton & Andrew King
01 July The Church of God Ephesians 5:32 John Hamilton

7

03 June
10am Family Communion St Andrew’s

10 June
8am Holy Communion Priory
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club, Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints

17 June
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

24 June
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service Priory

01 July
10am Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

Services for June

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the weeks of Tuesday 5 & 19 June.

We meet for Central Fellowship on Tuesday 12 & 26 June. Coffee at 7.45pm followed by  
Bible study discussion and prayer; finish at 9pm
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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This month’s Council and Planning 
meetings were held on Monday 23rd 
April at the Chute Pavilion.  

Parish Matters
Hopefully many of you will have noticed 
that the village “gates” on Elm Road have 
been cleared of weeds and re-painted 
white.  This is not only tidier but makes 
the entrance to our village more obvious 
to motorists.  We will now repeat this 
for the other village entrances.  See the 
before and after shots below.

Planning Matters
We have received feedback from 
residents that they would like to see 
planning applications in the monthly 
article.  It must be noted that many of 
these will have already been reviewed 
by Basingstoke and Deane by the time 
the Villager goes to press.  If you do 
wish to view the full applications or 
make comments this can be done 
on the BDBC Planning Department 
website -  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
view-planning-applications.

The applications discussed this month 
were as follows:

18/00780/FUL - Vyne Road 1 x 2 Bed 
Dwelling OS ref 462845 155806.

18/00828/ROC - The Vyne - Variation 
on planning application 16/02330/FUL 

T/00157/18/CA - 15 Kiln Road Yew 
Tree Cottage 

18/01123/HSE - High Bank Elm Rd 
Erection of Single Storey Rear Ext & 
Roofed Veranda 

Roads
After another winter, the roads within 
and surrounding the village are suffering 
from potholes. The Parish Council 
continue to apply pressure to HCC, 
despite their budget cuts, to undertake 
timely repairs.  If you see, and would 
like to report, any potholes, this can be 
done on the HCC website.  A link to 
the site can be found on the SSJ website 
www.sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk on the 
Local Companies and Contacts page of 
the Directory.

Speeding traffic through the village is 
also a major worry for parishioners.  The 
Parish Council is currently reviewing 
the Hampshire County Council’s 
Community Initiative scheme quote to 
improve traffic and reduce speeding at 
West End on the A340.   This follows a 
review by HCC and the Parish Council 
on the best solution to make the situation 
in the area much better.  The scheme will 
make it much more obvious to drivers 
that they are entering the village area and 
to respect the 30mph signs.

Village Events
And finally, don’t forget that with summer 
nearly upon us there are a number of 
village events to put in your diary.

The Village Fete, organised by the 
Village Hall, is back again this year and 
will held on Sunday 17th June on the 
Village Green.

Piccolo Nursery is also holding a fete 
on Saturday 22nd June at the Chute 
Recreation Ground.

And this year’s Village Party is on 
Saturday 7th July on the Village Green.  
Bring your own food, drink, gazebos 
etc. and enjoy the entertainment – and 
it’s all free!

We are here to help you.  If there are any 
matters or problems you wish to bring 
to the attention of the Parish Council, 
please contact any of the councillors or 
the Parish Clerk, Penny Mayo.

Cllr Carl Davies

Unfortunately the meeting for 21st 
May had to be cancelled due to lack 
of a quorum of Councillors – the next 
meeting is on 25th June 2018 at the 
Chute Pavilion at 7.30p.m.

Please see the notice below as it is 
important.

To All Parish 
residents Important Notice
The law is changing on how we collect 
and hold information about you, 
including being clear why it is collected, 
its accuracy, how long it is held for, and 
ensuring you are clear how to withdraw 
your consent for the Council to hold this 
information.

We currently hold your name, and 
contact details for the purpose of sharing 
information solely for the purpose of 
providing you with updates on issues 
affecting the Parish.

We will only hold this information for 
as long as you wish to participate in this 
information sharing network.

This information is held ONLY by the 
Data Controller the parish Clerk and 
IS NOT sent to any other person or 
organisation.

We need your consent to continue 
holding any contact information we have 
about you.

Please can you respond with the contact 
details you are happy for the Parish 
Council to hold for the purpose of 
participating in their information sharing 
network tossjclerk@gmail.com.

Name (essential)          
Email (essential for information flow) 
Tel (not essential but can be helpful) 
Address (not essential but can be helpful)

If you do not respond by 31 May 2018 
we will delete all the contact information 
we hold.

If at any time you wish to cease being a 
member of the group let us know and  
we will delete all the contact information 
we hold.

PARISH COUNCIL
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Well I suppose things are looking up 
with some welcome periods of calm and 
warm weather.  The garden is showing 
real signs of life and mowers are often 
heard.  With the better weather, you may 
wish to consider using long distance 
path ‘The Brenda Parker Way’ which 
passes through Pamber Forest, www.
brendaparkerway.hampshire.org.uk for 
more detail.

Lots of different local news this month 
and much of it positive.  A 40mph speed 
limit will be painted along the A340 
as well as a speed limit painted at the 
entrance and exit to Little London on 
Silchester Road.  Hopefully, this will 
firmly re-enforce in the minds of drivers 
what the requirements are.  Those of you 
living near the A340 end of New Road 
may, by the time you read this, have 
greatly improved broadband speed.  SSE 
has been seen running power to the BT 
cabinet and, hopefully, it is now live.  
Work is also progressing at the Silchester 
Road end though this is still some way 
from completion.

The Neighbourhood Plan is progressing 
well with the Steering Group working on 
a proposed Mission Statement which is 
yet to be completed.  The Group, chaired 
by Dee Woolfender and Secretary Simon 
Greaves, has representatives from each of 
the four settlements within Pamber, plus 
two Parish Councillors.  News from every 
meeting they hold will be published on 
a dedicated page on the Pamber Parish 
Council website.  Parishioners are 

welcome to contribute at any point and 
an email address   pambernp@gmail.com   
has now been set up for anyone wishing 
to contact the Steering Group.  The next 
meeting of the Parish Council is 11/6/18 
starting at 7.30pm at St Stephen’s Village 
Hall, Little London.

In conjunction with the illegal traveller 
site in Silchester, MP for North East 
Hampshire, Ranil Jayawardena MP, 
is launching a petition to urge HM 
Government to strengthen police powers.  
Rhydian Vaughan, who is the County 
Councillor for our part of Hampshire, 
is working with Ranil to create a 
better solution for unwanted traveller 
settlements.  He is looking for support for 
his petition and the link is http://ranil.uk/
travellers

Local items of a more social nature are 
also plentiful at the moment.  Basingclog 
Morris Dancers will be at the Four 
Horseshoes, Sherfield on Loddon on 
the 5/6/18.  The Boars Bridge Festival, 
hosted each year at Boars Bridge House 
on the Bramley Road, raises money for 
Multiple Sclerosis – over £45,000 so 
far.  The event this year is from the 22 to 
24/6/18 so please visit their web site for 
more information and tickets.  Advance 
warning that St Stephen’s Village Hall in 
Little London is planning a fun afternoon 
and barbeque on Saturday, 7/7/18, more 
detail to follow.  So please diary date this 
to attend and support the committee in 
fund raising to maintain the hall.

Details are emerging of local residents 
who have an exciting range of skills 
and talents.  These range from 
handcrafted cakes and cards for every 
occasion, babysitting, bed and breakfast 
accommodation, gardening, Italian 
lessons, home IT support, Pilates and 
hypnotherapy.  The list is ever growing 
and if you are interested in receiving 
details of this information or getting your 
name added to it please let me know.

Feedback is in of the local choir 
charity fund raising concert successes.  
Basingstoke Ladies Choir raised in 
excess of £900 for St Michael’s Hospice 
whilst Tadley Singers raised about £1,400 
towards the Tadley Lunch Club’s new 
minibus, a replacement which is very 
much needed.  Tadley Rock Choir has 
also been raising money for St Michael’s 
Hospice at their rehearsals since October 
2017 with all sorts of events and services 
purely aimed at their own members.  
Currently they have raised £1,300 and are 
aiming for £2,000.  Forthcoming events 
for the choirs include Tadley Rock Choir 
singing at Tadley Treacle Fair on Sunday 
afternoon 3/6/18 and Tadley Singers 
on 30/6/18 at 7.30pm, Pamber Heath 
Memorial Hall.

Ann Ellis
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End

The Basingstoke Ladies Choir  
The Basingstoke Ladies Choir is an 
outstanding choir who “JUST LOVE 
TO SING”. Do you love to sing? Do 
you love music of all genres?  If so 
why don’t you come along and join 
us?  The Basingstoke Ladies Choir 
rehearses every Monday evening.  For 
further information, visit our website 
at www.basingstokeladieschoir.co.uk. 
Alternatively, contact: Alwyn Brenchley 
alwynb46@talktalk.net ( 01256 781194) 
or Pam Verdon verdons@verdonet.org.
uk (01256 702905). 

Apart from the well documented 
health benefits of singing, our choir 
participates in concerts both home 
and away and overseas! We are very 
friendly, welcoming and inclusive and 
enjoy a range of social events specifically 
organised for our members. We also 
love raising money for charity.

Under the direction of our new musical 
director, Rob Elliot, we are learning 
a new and varied repertoire so NOW 
is the time to join. Our last concert in 

April “A Celebration of Life and Love” in 
memory of loved ones, raised over £900 
for St. Michael’s Hospice. The informal 
cabaret style table arrangement was well 
received by our guests,  including the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Basingstoke. 
The venue was packed to the rafters. 
At the end of the concert the hall was 
buzzing, with an ovation plus many 
comments of praise. If you would like to 
be part of this exciting, progressive choir 
COME AND JOIN US!
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 14
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Sparrow City  
Snow has gone and spring has come

Time to make a nest in our little home
My mate is Shirley and I am Solomon

I keep my eyes on what is going on
We live in Sparrow City

The apartments are very nice
Spread around the bungalow
You can spot them in a trice

We have eleven sparrow boxes 
Fixed along the walls

So we all meet and fly around
And know each other’s calls

Four and three at the front
One on the side, three at the back

One has a camera that “they” can see
Our babies as they hatch

Steve our neighbour stays out late
Never home early, man about town

One day Sydney will move in
That will turn things upside down

My friend Spartacus
He is our strong one always brave

Ready to frighten away a cat

Sometimes it’s quite a close shave
Lazy Simon lives next door 

Never bringing food
Grandma Sybil tells him off

And feeds little Saskia – 
She really is so good

Sharon, Sam, Scott and Sarah
Live along our tier

Collecting food for their many chicks
And watching the next door’s cat – with fear

Stanley and Samantha are at No. 3
They moved here from Rooksdown

They only came to look and see
But took up residence and like our little town

Well, the days are getting longer
Our chicks will soon be hatching
Then we will start all over again

For a second brood and hatching.

Daphne Thirlwall
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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The Grange Nursing Home, Vyne Road, Sherborne St. John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX   Tel: 01256 851 191

Ra�e: 

£100 
1st Prize

Date Am
ended

Summer Fête  
Sunday 1st July 12pm - 3pm 

GAMES:  
In The Stocks • Splat The Rat

Tin Can Alley • Hook-a-Duck

Lucky Dip • Bouncy Castle 

Welly Boot Throwing

STALLS:  
Tombola • Plants • Cakes/Sweets

Bric-a-Brac • Cra�s • Candy Floss 

 BBQ • Teas, Co�ee and Cakes

Rossi Ice Cream Van

Special Guests: 
Dave (Elvis Impersonator + Singer)  +  Robyn: Cosmic Sparkle (Singer)

Entry by Donation
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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St Michael’s Sunflower Service  
Sunday 10th June

St. Michael’s Hospice invites you to their 
annual Sunflower Service on Sunday 
10th June held within the Hospice 
gardens. 

Starting at 2pm there will be a blessing 
for all of the sunflowers which have 
been dedicated to loved ones. The 
blessing will be conducted by the 
Hospice Chaplain, Tom Honey, and will 
take place within the Hospice Labyrinth 
Garden where all the flowers will be 
displayed. 

After the service, we welcome you to 

join us for afternoon tea. You may, if 
you wish, take your sunflower home 
with you or collect it anytime during 
the month of June where they will stay 
displayed in the beautiful gardens.

You can make your sunflower 
dedication in memory of a loved one at 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/meadow.html. 
You can also make a dedication on the 
day.

For more information on the Sunflower 
Service please visit the website 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk, email events@
stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call the 
Fundraising Hotline on 01256 848848. 

Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School  
There seems to be a food theme 
running through our topics this term.  
Classes 1 and 2 have a project entitled 
‘Global Grub’ where they are looking 
at foods of the world as well as being 
educated on healthy eating and trying 
out cooking for themselves (the scones 
were excellent!). Class 3 are studying 
Fair Trade which seems to involve close 
examination of chocolate bars, amongst 
other foods!  Only Class 4 are not food 
focussed, with their project called ‘What 
have the Romans ever done for us?’ 
(The answer, amongst other important 
inventions, also includes wine and 
olives, so not totally food-free!)

Class 3 were also investigating rivers, 
and they had a class sleepover at the 
Gilbert White Study Centre.  This was 
great fun, and the class are now in the 
process of applying for a green Blue 
Peter badge as a result.  They all had 
to write letters to Blue Peter; this one, 
written by Poppy, gives a flavour of  
the event:

Dear Blue Peter

I am writing to apply for a green Blue 
Peter badge.  I want to tell you about 

my camping trip to Gilbert White Field 
Study Centre.  We had a camp fire and 
we cooked some bread. While we were 
cooking, Pipistrelle bats were flying 
around us.  Then we went on a nightwalk 
and we saw a female fox (vixen) and 3 
nests – kestrel, owl and duck. Then we 
went to a pond and in the pond were 
great-crested newts and smooth newts.  
Then we made animals out of clay and 
sticks and leaves. I made a hedgehog.  In 
the morning we saw some moths because 
we set a moth-trap but it didn’t make the 
moths die.  We looked at some taxidermy 
animals; a fox, badger, weasel and stoat.  
Then we saw a living vole – it was a male 
and we weighed it to check it was healthy.  
After that, we went to a river and we 
measured it across the river to see how 
long it was.  We put some nets in the river 
to catch some creatures, like bloodworms, 
shrimp, worms and leeches.  We put green 
dye to see how fast the river flows and 
used ducks to see how fast it flows around 
the edges at five metres.

Yours sincerely

Poppy

PS It was brilliant!

The end of the tag rugby season for this 
year saw the Year 3/4 team and the Year 
5/6 team taking part in the Sparkling 
Rugby festivals at Overton.  Both teams 
showed excellent teamwork and there 
was some super tagging and try-scoring.  
Year 3/4 reached the quarter finals, and 
Year 5/6 reached the semi-finals, so well 
done to both teams!  Other sporting 
events this half term have included a 
Sports Festival run by the Change 4 Life 
leaders, a Year 3 / 4 tennis competition 
to which we sent 3 teams for the first 
time, and a Tri-golf competition for 
Years 3/4 and 5/6.  At school, there has 
been coaching in tennis and gymnastics 
for Class 4 and cricket for the Infants.  

Our May Festival was held on 11th May 
and whilst we enjoyed the barbeque 
and a little glass of something, we were 
entertained with displays of Maypole 
dancing and country dancing from 
Class 3.  

Do join us for our Summer Fayre on 
Saturday 9th June from 12.00 until 
2pm.

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent     
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Invitation 
- Exciting 
Opportunity!  
WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS 
TO JOIN SSJ WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP!

We are all delighted that Women’s Fellowship 
will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary 
next February. WF gives an opportunity for 
women to meet once a month, make new 
acquaintances and develop new friendships.

We have a varied programme with speakers 
most months who talk on a wide variety 
of subjects, as well as an annual Outing, 
Christmas lunch and different Bring & Buy 
stalls.

We would love to see some new members – 
we know you’re out there!

So....why not come along to the SSJ Village 
Hall on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 2pm.  If you would like to have a chat 
beforehand, please contact Jenny on 850315.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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Probus Hears About  
Life as an Apprentice
“Learn a trade, son” was the advice 
Probus Club member David Wickens 
received from his father. Like many 
about to leave school in the Swinging 
Sixties, he had no clear idea of what 
to do with the rest of his life. Besides, 
these were exciting times and there 
were many distractions. 

All around could be seen the Beatles, 
Elvis Presley, the death of Marilyn 
Monroe, the assassination of  President 
Kennedy, James Bond films, Twiggy 
with miniskirts and men with long 
hair and flared trousers not forgetting 
England winning the World Cup. But 
what to do? 

An uncle showed him how with the 
right instruments it was possible to 
simultaneously test fifty points of a 
jet engine fan blade.  An interest was 
sparked and the idea of getting an 
apprenticeship in engineering was 
forming.

Apprentices have been around for 
thousands of years as a way of a master 
craftsmen passing on his secret arts 
and skills to the next generation. The 
young person was “indentured” to the 
master for many years with onerous 
conditions, any failure of which could 
have significant repercussions. 

Needless to say the restrictions placed 
on indentured apprentices of yesteryear 
of not visiting playhouses and taverns, 
gambling, committing fornication 
or marrying did not apply to the 
speaker during his five years with day 
release at technical college and night 
school. A company in the Cambridge 
Instrument group was the benefactor of 
the speaker’s ambitions having told the 
managing director at interview, that his 
job looked attractive.

Like apprentices in all trades he was 
subject to the usual initiations by the” 
timed served” tradesmen. Sending him 
for a tin of elbow grease or a bag of 
bubbles for the spirit levels, having his 
tools welded to the bench or having 
parts of his anatomy painted with 
marking blue dye was all to be endured. 
The only consolation was that he could 
look forward to applying the same 
rituals to the next incoming apprentice. 

To enhance his appreciation of how 
the instruments made by his company 
were used in the wide world visits were 
arranged to some customers. The David 
Brown factory in Newport Pagnell, was 
home of Aston Martin and Lagonda, 
the super cars of the 60s. Here he heard 
about the Aston Martin DB5 used by 
James Bond in the film Goldfinger in 
1964 when six body shells were needed 
for various scenes.

The Royal Small Arms factory in 
London had produced swords, muskets 
and from 1895 onwards the famous Lea 
Enfield rifle which was greatly admired 
for the interchange ability of parts, its 
firing range and the competitive cost 
due to mass production.

The first large scale plant David visited 
as part of his apprenticeship was to 
the Dungeness “A” Nuclear Power 
station. This was a Magnox reactor with 
a capacity of 500 MW which could 
power 10% of Britain’s electrical needs.

Stewarts & Lloyd’s steel works at 
Corby was almost self sufficient from 
open cast mining of the iron ore using 
huge excavators with buckets that 
could carry 11 cubic metres of ore 
transported to the blast furnaces for 
ingot production and eventual tube 
manufacture.

A visit to Heathrow airport to tour the 
BOAC Pilot Training School allowed 
him to try out the Boeing 747 – 136 
Flight Simulator and visit the hangers 
to watch aircraft being serviced  using  
instruments David was training to 
make.

David Wickens was clearly good at his 
job, achieving the award of apprentice 
of the year. To demonstrate some of the 
skills learned in the early part of his 
apprenticeship he brought along some 
of the hand tools he had made in those 
years.

Further experiences were developed 
in Work Study and Production 
Engineering, then in the Drawing 
Office where draughtsmen used pencil 
and paper well before the advent of 
CAD technology and eventually into 
Sales and Marketing. This latter area 
held him for the rest of his career as he 
progressed to become Export Manager 
visiting many manufacturing plants 
throughout the World.

And it all started the day he saw a fan 
blade being tested.

See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.
com for more information about this 
social club for retired professional and 
business managers.
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As I was saying last 
month - sunbathing 
is fine if you 
cover up certain 
parts - however 
at the moment 
I seem to have 
been overtaken 
by the Mrs who 
thinks I need some 
protection!  I kept 
trying to tell her 

that I was fine without the hat but she 
can be insistent.  I do have a need for 
some kind of protection as I will explain 
but not necessarily from the sun… The 
Mrs is decorating my bedroom.  At first 
she put my bed out of doors while she 

was sanding down the walls and ceiling.  
However, due to the concern from the 
Mrs of not constantly remaining in the 
brilliant sunshine I had crept back in 
doors to lay down on the cool floor for 
a bit of respite from the heat.  When I 
ventured outdoors again to find the Boss 
he didn’t recognise me.  After a quick 
intake of breath he loudly asked what the 
Mrs had done to me as I now resembled 
a white, pasty ghost of a dog and not his 
favourite chocolate.  This elicited surprise 
from the Mrs who didn’t know I was 
inside when she was sanding down the 
walls and she instantly began patting 
and brushing me with her hands to rid 
my coat of white dust.  This was such 
an enjoyable experience that I sneaked 

back inside again when she had her back 
turned, only by this time the sandpaper 
had been replaced with paint and rollers 
and I later emerged into the sunshine 
rather reminiscent of a Dalmation with 
large white spots……  The Boss instantly 
decided he and I needed to take a run 
down to the lake so I could swim my way 
back to being a chocolate Labrador again.  
Just by chance the Boss remembered he 
had to check out his fishing tackle and 
together we spent a pleasant afternoon 
playing by the water.  On our return my 
bedroom had a perfect white ceiling 
and the Mrs treated me to a jolly good 
towelling and brushing which almost 
made up for trying to change my breed!

Bert’s Blog
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Royal British Legion –  
Bramley and District Branch  
You don’t need to have served in the 
Armed Forces to join the Royal British 
Legion.

This year is important to the Royal 
British Legion in a number of ways. Not 
only is it the 100th anniversary of the end 
of the First World War, and the 100th 
Anniversary of the formation of the 
RAF, but it is also the 90th Anniversary 
of a Great Pilgrimage to Ypres that 
took place in 1928, 10 years after the 
Armistice was declared.  This year the 
Royal British Legion are planning a 
tribute to the Pilgrimage of 1928 by 
having as many branch standards from 
around the country, march through 
the Menin Gate in Ypres.  Bramley and 
District Branch’s President and Standard 
Bearer will be among the thousand or 
more representatives of the Branches 
from around the country.  The Great 
Pilgrimage 90 (GP90) will take place 
on 8th August 2018 and is likely to be 
televised due to its significance.

GP90 is poignant for me, as my 
grandfather, who was 19 years old at 
the time, was sent to the Front Line 

for the first time on 30th August 1918 
from “Dirty Bucket” camp just outside 
Ypres, ready for the Big Push, so he may 
well have marched on the same route of 
the GP90 almost exactly 100 years ago.  
He served in the Machine Gun Corps 
(MGC) and miraculously survived the 
war, even though his Battalion suffered 
severe casualties.  More than one third of 
those who served in the MGC were killed 
or wounded during the conflict earning it 
the nickname “The Suicide Club”.

Armistice Day this year coincides 
with Remembrance Sunday and to 
commemorate this event, at 7pm on 
Sunday 11th November, a Beacon will 
be lit on Clift Meadow.  This will be 
replicated in villages and towns all over 
the country.  Then at 7:05pm all the 
Church bells in the United Kingdom 
will ring out, including the bells at St 
James Church, Bramley but at the time of 
writing (11th May) I do not know if SSJ is 
taking part in this National event. 

We have a number of events planned 
for the Branch in the coming months, 
including an informal Summer Barbeque 

in conjunction with the Bramley 
Youth Organisations, a visit to Worthy 
Down, which is now home to the 
Defence College of Logistics, Policing 
and Administration and our Branch 
Annual Dinner on Friday 5th October 
in Sherborne St John where our Guest 
of Honour will be a former Chief of the 
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshall Sir Richard 
Johns GCB, KCVO, CBE.

Our next Branch meeting will be on 
Tuesday 12th June 2018 at Cross House 
starting at 7:30pm.  We serve light 
refreshments, including drinks.  I look 
forward to seeing members and any 
casual visitors who may be interested 
in what we do.  We are open to anyone 
who is interested in finding out more 
about the Royal British Legion, so please 
feel free to just turn up. Remember 
you DON’T need to have served in the 
Armed Forces to become a member.

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 
552732

http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/
branches/bramley-district

St. Michael’s Hospice Big Wheel 26  
Sunday 22nd July 2018, Down Grange Sports Complex, Basingstoke, RG22 5SN

St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) 
has opened registration for their 26th 
Big Wheel event taking place on Sunday 
22nd July 2018 at 9.00hrs. Riders will 
spend a glorious summer’s day riding 
through the beautiful Hampshire 
countryside to raise funds for North 
Hampshire’s only adult Hospice. 

Last year over 1,000 cyclists enjoyed 
a variety of routes and we are hoping 
for a record turnout this year. The very 
popular Advanced Level 65 miles is back 
for a third year and, after a successful 
introduction last year, the Intermediate 
25 mile route will return. With options 

for a Challenger 39, a Beginner 15 
and the Family 5 mile route, there is 
something for everyone. 

For youngsters not yet ready to take on 
5 miles, there is our Little Wheel which 
takes place entirely on site. All the rides 
will start and finish at Down Grange 
Sports Complex where everyone can 
also enjoy a range of refreshments. All 
finishers, from our Little Wheel to 65 
milers, will receive a lovely medal to 
commemorate their efforts.

Big Wheel is a true family event and 
a great way to spend time together 

outdoors raising money for St. Michael’s 
Hospice, who provide specialist care and 
support to patients suffering from life-
limiting illnesses.

Prices start from £5 for children and £10 
for adults and full details are available 
on our website. To save time, avoid 
long queues and get the discounted 
entry price, we advise you to register 
beforehand. However, you can also 
register on the day.  

To sign up and for more information 
please visit cyclebigwheel.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter @smhbasingstoke 
#BigWheel26
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It is very important to tie up your finances 
when you divorce or separate from your 
partner.

A case that was in the headlines a couple 
of years ago involved a new age traveller 
turned eco-millionaire who refused to pay 
a financial award to his former wife.

Dale Vince and Kathleen Wyatt separated 
in 1984 and finally divorced in 1992. Mr 
Vince later went on to establish wind 
power firm Ecotricity in 1995 and became a 
millionaire. 

In 2011 Ms Wyatt brought a financial claim 
against her former husband – 19 years after 
the Decree Absolute was granted. At the 
time of the divorce both had little money 
and Ms Wyatt continued to live off a low 
income while caring for their son. 

There is a common misconception that 
when a marriage ends the Decree Absolute 
brings to a close the financial relationship 

between a couple.  However, this is not the 
case as in the UK there is no statutory time 
limit to bring an application for a financial 
settlement for a divorce.

The case of Wyatt v Vince shows the 
potential implications of not pursuing a 
clean financial break at the time of divorce.  

It took five year for the case to progress 
through the Family Courts in a drawn out 
and expensive litigation case, where Ms 
Wyatt eventually was awarded £300,000.

This clearly highlights the importance of 
ensuring a financial agreement is reached 
and approved as part of the divorce process.

If you were divorced without a court order 
or want to check that you have the correct 
agreement in place, contact Hayley Eachus 
in our Family Law team by calling 01256 
460830 or email hayley.eachus@phillips-
law.co.uk

Tie up your finances when you 
divorce or separate	 LEGAL 

	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

To find out more about our Family Law services visit www.phillips-law.co.uk/family
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REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

TRANSFORMATIONAL COACHING  
Whatever it is that causes you a problem in 
life can be best understood with enquiry, 
resourceful tools and coaching techniques.  
This will transform your life away from 
limiting behaviours and thoughts, giving 
you peace, calmness and clarity.  Anxiety/
depression/fears/phobias/addictions and 
general expected goals.  Glen McGra NLP 
Cert  07502708857

JRG GARDEN SERVICES Professional 
gardening and landscaping. View our previous 
work at www.jrggardenservices.com. Call John 
on 07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

GARDEN HELP REQUIRED IN SHERBORNE 
ST JOHN Looking for gardener to help with my 
large garden.  Hours to suit.  Please call 01256 
850126

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School (Pamber) 
Wednesday eves 6:45 - 7:45 Beginner and 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (payable up front). Limited spaces, 
please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Women’s Fellowship  
Our Speaker for the May meeting was 
Mrs Deborah Wheeler.  Her topic was 
‘Make Do & Mend’, and casting an eye 
over the table of ‘props’ she had brought 
along gave little clue to the amusing and 
informative afternoon ahead.  Before 
retirement two years ago she had been 
employed by Hampshire County Council 
Museum Service as an historic costume 
interpreter, giving talks to groups and 
school children to better explain the 
items on display.  Then explaining that 
she preferred to be ‘in character’, she 
became Mrs Stacey employed by The 
Ministry of Food, to share ways to 
feed and dress ourselves and families 
after three years of war, shortages and 
rationing. We were now a Women’s 
Group in 1942 and Mrs Stacey was very 
strict in how we should behave!

It was very important that “Women 
should keep up Appearances”. But with 
an annual personal clothing allowance 
of 61 coupons, of which 57 would be 
required to clothe a child for both 
school and home, ways and means had 
to be found for you and your family to 
be well presented.  First look around the 
home, back of the wardrobe for some 
discarded woollen, unpick the stitches, 
wrap resulting wool around cardboard 
template, wash, before knitting into a 
desirable garment.  Mrs Stacey displayed 
such a fairisle pullover she had made for 
herself with a smart white silk blouse 

underneath, unfortunately the front had 
a scorch mark and the back a burn hole 
which had been patched with a highly 
coloured patch, but no matter both were 
hidden and she was smartly dressed for 
her meeting.  The best suits of husbands 
(serving in the forces) could be 
‘liberated’ from the back of wardrobes, 
inner trouser seams undone and smart 
skirt designed.  Mrs Stacey was herself 
wearing a handsome tweed suit which 
could itself have been so ‘liberated’, as 
Mr Stacey was working for the War 
Office and was himself in uniform.  A 
pair of short long johns appeared which 
Mr Stacey was seemingly not allowed 
to wear, these  together with woollen 
knitted knickers, with ribbons instead 
of elastic, were passed round with 
other unmentionable female apparel 
of the time.  It was stressed that we 
should keep our eyes on the skies, and 
on seeing parachutes descending we 
should rush to the drop zone with a 
large bag and scissors, cut the cords, 
gather up together as much parachute 
silk as possible and only then administer 
first aid if necessary!  Very useful 
material for undergarments.  Then 
hints on make up.  Burnt cork instead 

of eyebrow pencil, melted lipstick 
ends into new stick, gravy browning 
instead of stockings, beware of rain!  
Then a recipe from Marguerite Patten’s, 
(food writer and broadcaster for the 
Ministry) recipe book.  First ingredient 
Mr Stacey had brought in from garden, 
1 tsp sugar from meagre ration and a 
secret ingredient all stirred together 
until smooth, could be used for cake 
or sandwich filling - based on mashed 
potato, turnip or parsnip with cocoa as 
secret ingredient.

There were many more ‘useful’ 
hints and entertaining tales before 
Mrs Stacey made apologies that the 
Wing Commander had not made an 
appearance to thank the ladies for 
their large heap of pots, pans and 
cans contribution towards the Spitfire 
Appeal.  The afternoon ended with a 
sing song of War Time favourites after 
which Mrs Daphne Thirlwall thanked 
our Speaker for a very entertaining, and 
instructive talk.

At the June meeting Members look 
forward to ‘Yoga for Over 60s’ by 
Maryrose Loxley. 

15th - 22nd September 2018
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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