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It is that time of year again:   Beautiful autumnal colours, fallen leaves 
and…….bonfires !  I have received the following email from a resident of Elm 
Road, Sherborne St John but I am certain the complaint is universal.

Wasn’t it a beautiful afternoon yesterday? blue sky, hardly any wind, birds 
singing – and I did all my washing – towels, sheets etc………………only to be 
thwarted, yet again, by the bonfire menace who lit up literally in the middle of 
the day – and I had to quickly bring everything in and close all my windows.

I am saddened that people think they need to burn waste, do it in the middle of 
the day and with no regard for anyone else.   

Please, please, please can we once again put a notice in the Villager to request 
that people DO NOT have bonfires during daylight hours – it is very antisocial. 
I have checked the facts and it would appear that if this persists and we can 
identify the culprit, an order can be made against them to desist, which if they 
ignore can result in large fines against them.

I hope you may be able to put some ‘encouraging’ words in the Villager to try 
and stop this.

Thank you for considering this.

New email addresses:

distributionvillager@gmail.com	 George Rust 
futureeventsvillager@gmail.com	 Lindsay Berry for claiming dates 
villagermagazine@gmail.com	 Editor/Julie Crawley 
advertisingvillager@gmail.com	 Advertising/Emma Foreman

Julie Crawley 
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Front Cover photos taken by Miles Roberts.  On a clear sunny Sunday morning 
Harvest Festival was celebrated at All Saints’ Church, Monk Sherborne. The 
decorating team used locally sourced foliage and a splendid crop of dahlias, plus  
a home-baked harvest loaf (which was enjoyed later!) to decorate the church.   
At the end of the service homemade apple juice and biscuits were enjoyed by  
the congregation.

Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.
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November 2015
1	 Odiham Art Group Annual Art Exhibition, Robert Mays School, West Street, Odiham	 10am – 5pm
1 - 30	 Basingstoke Art Club Exhibition, ‘Family’ at the Willis Museum, Basingstoke, until 18 Dec
2	 Pelican Film Society,  Woman in Gold, The Ark, Guests welcome £5, Supper available	 7.30pm
2	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
3	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  Christmas Table Settings, SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
6 & 7	 CPRE Art Exhibition, Swallick Farmhouse, Winslade, Basingstoke RG25 2NG	 10.30am – 5.00pm
14	 4 Men & a Quiz, Fundraising evening in aid of Ungureni Trust, Tickets:  850029 or 889291	 7.00pm
16	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
21	 Sherborne St John Village Christmas Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
21	 Murder Mystery Evening at the SSJ Village Hall including fish & chips supper, tickets:  850514	 7.00pm
28	 NSPCC Christmas Fair, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10am to 4pm,
30	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am

December 2015
1 - 18	 Basingstoke Art Club Exhibition, ‘Family’ at the Willis Museum, Basingstoke, until 18 Dec
1	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Christmas Lunch   TBA	 2.00pm
7	 Pelican Film Society,  The 100 year old man who climbed out of the window , The Ark	 7.30pm
14	 60+Club, Christmas Lunch at the Swan. Contact 01256 850577 to book	 12 noon
19	 Sherborne St John Village Christmas Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm

January 2016
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  World Cruise Adventure, SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
11	 Pelican Film Society, Walk in the Woods, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm

February 2016
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  AGM,  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
8	 Pelican Film Society, Grand Seduction, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm

Future Events

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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Church Matters November

I don’t know if you are familiar with 
the term “mission creep”?  It refers to 
the gradual broadening of the original 
objectives of a mission or organisation.  
It is the tendency of any project or task to 
take on more than its defined aim.  The 
phrase was originally used of the way a 
military operation, may unintentionally 
become wider in scope than its initial 
objectives.  

Mission creep proceeds by a series of 
gradual changes in the aim of a group 
of people, with the result that they 
eventually end up doing something 
different from what they planned to do at 
the beginning.  It may be a consequence 
of success, but as Wikipedia says, mission 
creep is usually considered undesirable 
due to the dangerous path of each success 
breeding more ambitious attempts, only 
stopping when a final, often catastrophic, 
failure occurs.

1 Matthew 28:19
2 John 3:16

The term is vivid and useful in many 
situations, not least the work of the 
gospel.  Jesus made perfectly clear what 
his disciples were to do once he ascended 
to glory.  “Go and make disciples of all 
nations”1 was what he said.  There is the 
mission of the church in a nutshell.  How 
is it to be achieved?  By getting God’s 
word to God’s world.  The mission of 
God is defined by the gospel of God.

This is often where things start to 
go wrong.  The church loses sight of 
what the gospel is.  Unfortunately the 
church has a constant tendency to 
backslide and broaden out.  The cutting 
edge of the gospel becomes blunted 
or forsaken altogether.  The church 
becomes preoccupied with improving the 
environment or issues of social justice.  
Let’s be clear – it is not that these things 
are unimportant – some people should 
do them – it is just that the mission of the 
church cannot be defined in these terms.  
Indeed to do so is to succumb to mission 
creep.

The Bible makes it abundantly clear, from 
Genesis to Revelation,  that the Gospel 
of God is not primarily about meeting 
the many felt needs that beset people in 
the world today.  It is about spreading 
the gospel of God in such a way that as 
many as possible believe it and are saved 
by it.  The question is therefore how 
can we maintain our aim of consistent 
involvement in God’s mission?  Here are 
some pointers:

First, keep the bible central.  The Word of 
God generates mission.  We cannot listen 
to a statement like “God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son 

so that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life”2 without 
realising that there is a job to be done.  
That task is to tell people about Jesus in 
such a way as to enable them to believe 
in him.  The more we absorb the Word 
of God the more it generates the work of 
mission.

Second, keep prayer central.  As has 
often been pointed out, “when we work, 
we work – but when we pray, God works”.  
Prayer empowers mission and that is 
what we need if we are to make any 
headway in an indifferent and sometimes 
hostile world.  Each convert to Christ 
represents a spiritual battle won and such 
battles can only be won through prayer.

Thirdly, keep people central.  It is people 
that matter in the work of Christ – not 
programmes or projects, not buildings 
or winning arguments.  We need to keep 
people in the centre of the frame – this 
focuses mission.  It is easy to become 
excited by schemes of one sort or another 
when saving and serving people should 
be what we’re about.

I have four more points on this 
theme – they will have to wait till next 
time.  Meanwhile let’s take this as an 
encouragement if we are Christian 
believers to get on with the work of 
making Jesus known and building up the 
church (not just our church!) in faith and 
love.  For a long time now that has been 
our “mission statement” – we need to 
keep working at it and not allow mission 
creep to put us off track.

John Hamilton
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1 November		
10am	 Family Communion	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

8 November	 Remembrance  Day		
  8am	 Holy Communion	 The Priory
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

15 November			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall	
		
22 November		
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 The Priory
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

29 November		
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

6 December		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  5pm	 Advent Carols 	 The Priory
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM...
Nov   1	 Multiply!	 Genesis 9:1-7       	 John Hamilton
Nov   8	 Judge not	 James 2:1-13	 John Hamilton & Ian Roberts
Nov 15	 What faith looks like	 James 2:14-26	 John Hamilton	
Nov 22	 What so often lets us down!	 James 3:1-12	 Andrew King & Andy Spence	
Nov 29	 Two ways to live	 James 3:13-4:6	 John Hamilton

SUNDAYS AT SIX
Nov   1	 Hezekiah: faith in tough times	 Chapter 19	 John Hamilton
Nov   8	 Manasseh: worst king of all time?	 Chapter 21	 Steve Howe
Nov 15	 Josiah and partial revival	 Chapter 23	 John Hamilton
Nov 22	 Don’t lose your reward	 2 John	 Scott Seivewright	
Nov 29	 No greater joy	 3 John	 Scott Seivewright

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet on the weeks beginning 10 & 24 November: they will be following up the Sunday morning teaching on 
James.
On other Tuesdays we continue THE HUMAN JOURNEY a series of talks produced by the Christian Medical Fellowship.       
8-9pm in the Parish Room.
Tuesday 3 November:    No meeting
Tuesday 17 November: Physical health – how should I live?

PRAYING TOGETHER
While there should always be time for prayer at all our meetings we will meet specifically to pray every week (almost!) on 
THURSDAY afternoons at 2.15 pm.  
(Please note the new timing – the aim is to meet each week to focus on the weekend coming up as well as other needs). This 
month we meet on Thursdays 5, 12, 19 & 26.  Finish by 3 pm.

Services for November

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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DIXON’S GARAGE
DIXON’S CORNER, ALDERMASTON ROAD

SHERBORNE ST JOHN
Car and light commercial repairs
Servicing and mechanical repairs on all models.
Bodywork and paint work.
Welding and MOT repairs
Classic cars welcome.

01256 850494 / 07850848862

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Temporary Closure of  
Footpath in Sherborne St John
PATH 208/10/1 FROM KILN ROAD  
(adjacent to THE SWAN Public House)   
TO SHERBORNE ROAD

This footpath will be closed at night 
from 17.00 to 7.00am in the morning 
on posted dates starting from 10th 
November 2015.  

This measure is necessary in order to 
allow the contractors sole access to the 
area to reduce the pest nuisance caused 
by the heavy increase in the rabbit 
population.  It is being carried out by 
a professional company with the full 
agreement of Hampshire County Council 
officers and at their cost. The work will be 
night shooting with silenced equipment 

operated from a vehicle, at times with 
lights, and means the path must be closed 
from dusk to dawn on selected nights 
starting from 10th November 2015. 

The contractors will carry out up to 
8 night shoots, with one each week.  
Unfortunately as the work is weather 
dependent it will not be possible to give 
much advance notice of the exact dates 
chosen.  Notices will be fixed at the entry 
points giving up to date information 
24 hours prior to the date that the 
contractors plan to carry out the night 

work so please do not attempt to use the 
footpath on dates posted.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause but the work is essential 
to eradicate the problem and for safety 
reasons the footpath must be closed to all 
during the chosen dates.

Further information will be placed on 
Sherborne St John notice boards. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk ssjclerk@
gmail.com  if you have any queries or 
concerns.

Summer into Autumn 2015
May was a very variable month with 
more than one inch of rain in the first 6 
days and gales on the 5th; pressure then 
rose and there were some good sunny 
days, but the 14th was a dismal day with 
continuous rain.  Overall it was warmer 
than average with good sunshine totals 
and average rainfall.

June was a fine month with lots of 
high pressure, well-above average 
temperatures and sunshine and very 
low rainfall.  Then the 1st July was 
exceptionally hot – reaching 33.5C (93F) 
here in the late afternoon 
with a thunderstorm at 
9.45pm; the rest of the 
month was characterised 
by many cloudy 
days, below-average 
temperatures and (here) 
42mm rain on the 24th 
(elsewhere much heavier 
falls were recorded).

August started with a good warm spell 
until the 9th but then deteriorated into 
mainly cloudy conditions, apart from 
good sunny days on the 21st and 22nd.  
Overall temperatures were near average 
but sunshine totals were very poor and 
there were many days with significant 
rainfall totals.

September started dry and mild with 
negligible rain up until the 13th and 
again after the 23rd.  Sunshine totals were 
good.  So far October has continued in a 
similar vein.

The late Spring provided an excellent 
start to the growing season which 
continued into June, although the lack 
of rain caused some concern.  The early 
cereal harvest started well in July, but the 
main harvest was greatly delayed by the 
very poor conditions in mid- to late-
August, however September enabled a 
good recovery. 
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Work continues with Highways to 
ensure pot holes are filled as quickly as 
possible. Please report any as soon as 
you see them via the Hampshire County 
Council online reporting system. 
This ensures the defect is logged and 
added to the schedule of works for the 
Highways team.

We have also been pursuing Highways 
in ensuring the cast iron finger posts are 
repaired. We have been reassured that 
the replacements are on order and will 
be installed within the next 6 weeks.

Following concerns having been raised 
by both local parishioners and members 

of the parish council regarding the 
noise levels from Manor Farm, details 
in relation to amendments to the 
application submitted for Manor Farm 
were received from Hampshire County 
Council. Calculations demonstrating 
the level of noise reduction the 
proposed barrier would provide were 
received. Comments were submitted to 
Hampshire County Council in objection 
of the application.

Further works have been carried out at 
the playground with the swings having 
been secured in accordance with health 
& safety requirements.

The Senior Tree officer at Basingstoke 
& Deane Borough Council visited the 
Millennium Oaks at the request of the 
parish council. Basingstoke & Deane 
commended the current condition and 
overall health of the trees, advising that 
only minimal pruning was required. The 
required pruning is to be undertaken 
during the autumn period.

Next Parish Council meeting - 
Wednesday 18th November at 7.20pm.

Monk Sherborne Parish Council

The SSJ Neighbourhood Plan November 2015 Update

The Draft Plan - Call for Sites

Thank you for taking part in the 2nd 
Consultation Event. The voting results 
for the development proposal at A340/
Cranes Rd were as follows:

‘Yes’ 134 - of which 90 were ‘Yes’ 
irrespective of whether a shop is available 
or not, and 40 were ‘Yes’ only if the shop 
is available (+ 4 undefined).

‘No’ 65.

As a consequence, we have advised the 
developer Rydon that we will support 

their proposal for 18 Dwellings - as long 
as they don’t seek further development in 
SSJ within the current BDBC Local Plan. 
If this can be delivered it will be a good 
result for Sherborne St John. Perversely, 
this is also good news for Spring Close; 
the likelihood otherwise is that the 
developer would be applying to build as 
many as 80 houses in the field, stretching 
up to the top of Spring Close.

One point that must be stressed - BDBC 
(and Central Government) have stated 
very clearly that we must opt for some 
new housing in Sherborne St John.

Voting for no new housing would not be 
accepted. A340/Cranes Rd became the 
only valid option.

The Steering Group will now proceed 
with the writing of the Neighbourhood 
Plan - for submission to BDBC for 

examination by Inspector, followed by the 
Referendum (when the Parish is asked to 
vote for adoption of the Plan) next year.

One of the options provided by the A340/
Cranes Rd site is the possibility of a new 
Village Shop/Post Office. For this to 
become a reality, a full study (resulting in 
a robust Business Plan!) will be required.

Maybe you are interested to help and have 
enthusiasm and/or the appropriate skills? 
Please register your interest by phoning 
Mrs Penny Mayo, Clerk to the Parish 
Council (01189 332379 ).

Julian Crawley 
SSJ Neighbourhood Plan
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Unfortunately the Parish Council 
meeting 28th September 2015 had to be 
cancelled at short notice due to illness.

New Parish Councillors
Becky Jones has agreed to be co-opted 
onto the Parish Council to fill the 
recent vacancy until elections next May 
2016.  Unfortunately another of the 
Parish Councillors will be resigning in 
November as she is leaving the Village 
for pastures new.  So we urgently need 
someone else who would be available to 
join the Parish Council until next May 
2015.  This is the perfect opportunity 
for someone to ‘test the waters’ without 
committing themselves to 4 years.  So 
please contact me on ssjclerk@gmail.
com if you are interested.  A good 
Council needs a range of people 
who all bring different talents and 
expertise to the service of their 
community could you be one of them?  
Membership of the Parish Council is 
not too arduous but is very fulfilling to 
help ensure your parish remains as you’d 
like!!!

Chute Pavilion Project
As many of you will be aware the 2nd 
phase of the Chute improvement project 
is now well under way. The old wooden 
unit has been removed, the order placed 
for the new steel unit , which will 
have 3 sides dark green and the front 
lighter green so that it merges into the 
surrounding trees and hedges, and the 
new reinforced base being laid.  

The Parish Council will now move on 
to Phase 3 and, with the help and input 
from the tennis club, decide which of 
the quotes to accept to upgrade the 
court fencing.

It has taken longer than at first thought 
but the Parish Council hope you are all 
happy with the improvements to parish 
facilities. 

Rabbit Infestation near Moss 
Hill Allotments
The Parish Council has done all it can 
to eradicate the problem from the 
allotment site.  Hampshire County 
Council has agreed to fund contractors 
to now remove as many rabbits as 
possible from their field siding the 
allotments.  This will have to be carried 
out at night which means that the 
footpath from Kiln lane to Sherborne 
Road will have to be closed for safety 
reasons.  There will be several night 
shoots to remove the rabbits, one per 
week, but because the work is weather 
dependent they will only be able to give 
around 24hours notice of the intended 
closure of the footpath each time.  So 
PLEASE check for notices at each end 
of the footpath and don’t attempt to 
use it !!!

Neighbourhood Plan
The 2nd consultation was held in 
order to review parish options after 
the withdrawal of Bob’s farm as the 
preferred site.  Hopefully an update 
with the results will be available very 

soon as the Committee hope to start 
writing the draft plan in the near future 
ready for submission to Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough Council prior to the 
public vote.

Chute Administrator
We are still urgently looking for 
someone who has a few hours free 
a week to run the booking etc at the 
Chute as Judith Darmady retires.  So 
please contact me by e mail if you think 
you could help. ssjclerk@gmail.com.  

Speeding on Parish Roads
The Parish Council would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all the 
Speedwatch volunteers for their time 
and efforts.  While vehicles are still 
going too fast through the parish some 
progress has been made and with the 
help of the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team at Tadley it is hoped to get the 
situation on Vyne Road under control.

General Village Issues
I am continuing to raise problems 
encountered by residents re road 
conditions, trees, hedges and pavements 
and would like to thank people who 
have sent me e mails with issues.  I am 
at present dealing with these but if there 
are any other problems which concern 
you please contact me on ssjclerk@
gmail.com and please give detailed 
locations.

Penny Mayo, Parish Clerk

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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The next meeting of Pamber Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday, 
9th November 2015 in St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London.  All parishioners are 
welcome to attend. Details of meetings are displayed on the notice boards and on 
the website www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight (Clerk) (01256) 882571

Pamber Parish Council

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
What a pleasure to have a late burst of 
summer in late September and early 
October with glorious sun and warmth.  
A very nice reward after the rust stains 
endured during the summer.  But now 
it’s becoming chilly and, by the time you 
read this, the clocks will have changed 
and the dark evenings will be with us.

It was lovely to see the early publication 
of the short story Lucky Alice in 
last months Villager and I hope the 
‘anonymous author’ will put pen to 
paper again very soon.

The outline planning application made 
by Cllr David Snook for the erection of 
4 houses, 2 bungalows and a village hall 
with associated parking, landscaping 
and access (15/02132/OUT) at Berry 
Court Farm, New Road, Little London, 
has split local opinions.  Following 
a consultation meeting of interested 
parties on 20th July 2015, the results of 
a follow up survey show local opinions 
overwhelmingly against the proposal, 
viewing it as unnecessary.  It does seem 
strange to suggest a new hall now when 
the Pamber Parish Council signed a new 
lease in January 2015 for St Stephens 
Hall opposite the proposed development 
site.  In addition, Pamber Parish Council 
contributed towards the repairs to 
St Stephen’s Hall.  Unfortunately, the 
September Parish Council Minutes 
have not been published at the time 
of going to press but the July minutes 
report that Cllr Snook left the room 
whilst the planning item was discussed.  

You can review the September minutes 
and the full survey results online at    
pamber-pc.gov.uk   The next Pamber 
Parish Council meeting date is on 19th 
October 2015.

Outline planning application has been 
submitted for the erection of up to 
12 dwellings (4 two bedroom, 2 three 
bedroom homes and 6 four or more-
bedroom homes) together with the 
creation of a new vehicle and pedestrian 
access onto the A340 to be sited on 
land between Elmdene and Fairholme 
at Pamber End, opposite Elm Park 
Garden Centre.  It is a very busy stretch 
of the A340 to increase the volume of 
traffic joining it and the scope of the 
development would not seem to be 
weighted in favour of the concepts of 
affordable housing.

Local resident, David Spencer, warned 
me of the recommencement of tree 
felling in Pamber Forest again.  This 
morning I followed the sound of 
the chain saw and found the area in 
Mariners Copse, just south of the gravel 
route into the forest from Honey Mill 
Bridge.  It was easy to follow the route 
of the heavy caterpillar tread machinery 
to find the area being felled.  I spoke to 
the workman felling the trees who told 
me it will be continuing for a couple of 
weeks (whatever that means!) and that 
the wood will be stacked alongside the 
gravel track ready for removal but the 
heavy machinery will be moved away 
from the site at weekends for storage 

along the route of a well used public 
footpath clearly shown on the Ordnance 
Survey 1:25,000 series map.  So if the 
weather turns wet over the next few 
weeks (high probability I suspect) 
yet another footpath will become a 
quagmire impassable to Forest users.  
Why, oh why do they always come in at 
this time of year when greatest damage 
is caused to all that surrounds the work 
site.  Last time deep ruts, caterpillar 
track wide and up to 18 inches deep, 
filled with rain water, never to drain 
all winter.  These tracks are still clearly 
visible scars after over two years.

Thankfully, elsewhere in the Forest away 
from the work, the paths are holding 
up well despite the recent heavy rain.  
Sweet chestnuts are again in abundance 
so get out there, have some fresh air and 
exercise and collect your chestnuts for 
Christmas.

Tadley Singers November Concert will 
take place on Saturday 28th November 
at Pamber Heath Memorial Hall, always 
a very well enjoyed event.  The Choir’s 
chosen charity is the Ark Cancer Centre 
to which profits will go.

Basingstoke Wildlife Watch are focusing 
on Bird Box Building 28th November 
2015 from 2pm to 4pm,  Donations are 
welcome, contact 07905 256966/ 01256 
782665/ 01256 770831 for details

Ann Ellis 
annjellis@googlemail.com
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk

Solution focused 
hypnotherapy is a unique 
approach which gives 
you a new understanding 
of yourself and your 
own natural abilities to 

transformation in your life.

It is effective in dealing with:
• Depression
• Anxiety
• OCD
• Irrational fears
• IBS
• Weight issues
• Eating disorders
• Sleep problems
• Smoking and more…

Contact Kerry Wiggins to book an appointment.

T: 07818 455265
E: greenlanehypnotherapy@gmail.com
www.greenlanehypnotherapy.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 / 07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship
John Lambeth, the Chairman, welcomed 
49 members and 1 visitor to the 
monthly meeting held on 7th October 
and remarked on the very enjoyable 
Mystery Tour the previous week which 
included a tour of Guildford Cathedral, 
lunch in Redhill and then a stop on the 
way home at Long Sutton to see the 12th 
Century church and enjoy tea provided 
by the WI. Tony Brazier, the Secretary, 
gave the welfare report on behalf of 
Christine Broadbent who was on 
holiday and went on to remind everyone 
of the forthcoming trip to the Geffrye 
Museum and Spitalfields on 12th 
November and the Christmas lunch at 
BCOT on 10th December.

The speaker was Dave Goldsmith from 
the Andean Medical Mission who gave a 
summary of the work the charity carries 
out in the Amazon region of Bolivia 

where blindness and low vision affects 
3.8% of the population compared with 
about 0.7% in the UK.  They returned 
again for this year to the villages of 
Magdalena and Baures  where they 
saw previous patients doing well and 
attended to new ones. They also went 
back to Remanso, Bella Vista and 
Huacaraje and added in two new areas 
by expanding south and west from 
Itenez to the village of Santo Corazon 
and to the town of Santa Ana.  During 
the 1 month trip they attended over 
1350 patients and were operating until 
1am some nights.

At the next meeting on Wednesday 4th 
November the speaker will be Gordon 
Massie on The Life and Legends of Mary 
Queen of Scots.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at Brookvale Village Hall 

from 10 am – 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants and their partners are 
welcome. Further details about meetings 
can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 
would like to join us on any of our trips 
please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791.

David Cowling



Charlotte Edwards and Ian Lumby were married at St 
Peter’s Church, Carmarthen in August.  Having left the 
Army Charlotte met Ian, who was based at Tidworth 
barracks and coming to the end of his Army career!  The 
reception was held at The Mansion House, Llansteffan, 
where there was an informal gathering of friends and 
family.

Charlotte, Ian and daughter Ruby (14 
months) have now made their home 
in Cefneithin, South Wales, but we’re 
glad to say that Sherborne St John is 
still top of their visiting list!

Charlotte is the youngest daughter of 
John and Liz Edwards of Vyne Meadow, SSJ.  Seen here with 
her sister Caroline and brother Daniel
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Charlotte and Ian’s wedding THE MIGRANT  
CRISIS

I have left my land that is torn by war
Where my children cannot play or learn.

Where my wife is terrified all the time
And just for safety we yearn.

I have travelled far over land and sea.
Walked till my family drop.

To queue for hours in the blazing sun
to be told quite angrily   “STOP”.

“We don’t have the room to take  
you in here.

To house, clothe or feed you as well.
We do feel sorry for your plight

But how best to help we can’t tell.”

I don’t ask for much just a place  
to lay our heads

Where bombs don’t drop and  
we are safe.

I’ll work hard and promise my  
loyalty true

Just for the chance where guns  
don’t strafe.

So we’re stuck in a stalemate  
day after day

And who’s to solve the puzzle,  
give us a clue.

While thousands keep walking and  
we keep refusing

What is the world to do?

Joan Brandon
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One of our favourite events during this 
half term is the conker tournament, and 
there have been plenty of conkers on the 
trees this autumn!  Most of the children 
took part, and after several knock-out 
rounds and a hard-fought final, this 
year’s conker champions were Matthew 
and Owen.      

For the first time in recent years our 
Harvest Festival service was held in 
St Andrew’s Church, which meant 
that parents were able to attend.  Food 
donations were gratefully received 
from our visitor from the Trussell Trust 
(Basingstoke Food Bank) and each class 
gave a harvest-themed performance 
which made the service really special.

On 9th October, classes 3 and 4 took 
part in story-writing workshops with 

a children’s author named Billy Bob 
Buttons.  He kept them entertained for 
an hour, explaining how to plan and 
write fiction stories and illustrating this 
with examples from his own work.

Just before half term, the Infant children 
had an exhibition of their project work  
‘Me, Me, Me’, for parents. They proudly 
displayed their drawings and writing, 
as well as preparing healthy snacks for 
their visitors.

Finally, congratulations to the new 
Year 5/6 Tag Rugby team who played 
their first league matches of the season, 
winning the first and drawing the 
second – keeping up the high standard 
of the last few years!

SSJ School currently has a 
vacancy for a Lunchtime 
Supervisor for one or two 
lunchtimes each week. If you 
are interested and would like to 
find out more, please contact the 
School Office on 01256 850180.

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent 

Sherborne St John Church 
of England Primary School 

WANTED – NEW 
GOVERNOR
We are currently looking for a new Local 
Authority Governor, and would be delighted 
to hear from anyone who has:

•	 an interest in the performance of the 
school.

•	 an open and enquiring mind
•	 the ability to look at issues objectively
•	 the confidence to ask questions and join 

in debate.
•	 a willingness to listen and make informed 

judgements
•	 the ability to work well with others
•	 time to spare voluntarily

We would particularly like to hear from you 
if you have previous experience of school 
governance in any capacity.

You do not have to be the parent of a child at 
the school to be a Local Authority Governor.

What can we offer?
•	 A chance to develop skills in strategic 

management
•	 The opportunity to work with our team 

of governors and staff in improving our 
School

•	 Training to develop an understanding of 
specific School management issues

•	 A sense of achievement in making a 
difference to our School

•	 The pleasure of helping students reach 
their potential

The Governing Body works together as a 
team, as the strategic planners: We have 
a minimum of six meetings of the full 
Governing Body a year, and some governors 
also attend committee meetings eg regarding 
curriculum or finance. A full and detailed 
induction programme is provided, plus 
all Governors have the opportunity to 
undertake further training to build on 
existing skills or to help develop new ones.

Being a governor can be enjoyable, 
stimulating and rewarding. Please don’t 
be put off by thinking that you have to 
have specialist expertise or knowledge. 
Enthusiasm and interest is much more 
important to start with and there is training 
and support available to help you throughout 
the four years term of office.

If you are interested, look at the information 
for prospective governors on the Hampshire 
County Council website: www3.hants.
gov.uk/education/governors and apply 
through the online process. The deadline for 
applications is 30th November 2015.

If you wish to to find out more before 
applying online, please contact the school 
office on 01256 850180 to arrange an 
appointment with the Chair of Governors.

Please note that for the protection of children 
all governor appointments are subject to a 
vetting process and identity check
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ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215
07747 015494

advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Sherborne St John History Society
PARK PREWETT

Now that Park Prewett is largely a 
residential development and the 
area has become a separate parish 
from SSJ  Rooksdown is establishing 
its individuality.  Members of their 
community are interested in knowing 
about its history.  

Park Prewett has a long history, first 
recorded in the 14th century as one of 
probably four areas with permission 
to enclose as deer parks in SSJ; the 
others were Morgaston, Cufaude and 
Beaurepaire.  By the 17th century the 
park was part of the Vyne Estate and 
had become a farm with a three storey 
farmhouse in the middle.  The site was 
sold to Hampshire County Council 
in about 1900 with the intention of 
building what was then called a ‘lunatic 
asylum’.  Plans were well underway 
when the first World War broke out and 
the hospital was then commandeered 
to become a hospital for the Canadian 
Army.  After the war Park Prewett was 
altered to fulfil its purpose as a mental 
hospital, opening in 1921.  

The second world war brought further 
changes.  Rooksdown had been built as 

a private wing of the hospital.  During 
the war it was taken over as a plastic 
surgery unit where Sir Harold Gillies 
and others did important work on 
treating severely wounded soldiers using 
skin grafts.  

All this time the farm continued as a 
mixed farm.  Its size was increased to 
456 acres with land bought from the 
Vyne Estate to 456.  More farm worker 
cottages were built and buildings 
renovated.  The farm provided food for 
the hospital and occupational therapy 
for the patients.  By 1965 the farm was 
deemed to be too expensive to continue 
in the same way.  The larger fields were 
given over to cereal crops and most of 
the workers were redeployed.  

Many local people had associations with 
the hospital and farm and memories 
that they may like to share.  We’re 
asking those who have memories of 
Park Prewett to share them with us and 
Rooksdown.  You may have worked on 
the farm, in the laundry, the bakery, in 
office work or at the hospital, or perhaps 
have helped in a voluntary capacity.

An important part of Park Prewett was 
the splendid large hall with its high 
vaulted roof, stage, orchestra pit and 
sprung dance floor.  It was the venue for 
many Basingstoke functions including 
concerts, pantomime, dance evenings 
and the Carnival Ball.  Many villagers 
will have memories of attending 
functions.

We are particularly interested in 
hearing about these memories, so if 
you would like to share them or have 
memorabilia that might help with this 
project please email the History Society 
at  SSJHisSoc@Lillydown.net or phone 
Jean & Pat Linford 850264 (for SSJ), 
Jane Shelvey 850379 (Monk Sherborne) 
or Jenny & David Cullum 850315 
(Pamber).

If you wish to contact Rooksdown 
directly please phone Claire on 01256 
869626 or email her at admin@
rooksdownonline.com. 

Bag 2 School
We would like to invite you all to have 
an “autumn sort out” and donate any 
unwanted clothing to Sherborne St John 
School to help us raise funds.

Bags should be brought to the school on 
Thursday 12th or Friday 13th November 
2015, or you can contact Heidi on 07816 
431512 to arrange collection.

Please bring the following (clean and dry):
•	 adults’ and children’s clothes,
•	 paired shoes (tied together please),
•	 hats,
•	 belts,

•	 bags,
•	 soft toys,
•	 scarves and ties

Please note, we CANNOT accept: 
duvets, bedding, pillows, curtains or 
towels.

Bags 2 School will take your unwanted 
items and transport them to Eastern and 
Western Europe, Africa and Asia, where 
they are sold by wholesalers. 80% of 
discarded clothes are reused in this way, 
and the remainder of unwanted items 
enter the recycling industry for bed 

manufacture, socks, blankets and the 
industrial wiper trade.

We will receive 40p for each kg we 
collect which will be a great boost for 
our fundraising, so don’t forget to ask 
grandparents, friends and neighbours to 
have a sort out over this half term as well!

Please bring lots of bags and help us 
have a really good collection.

Many thanks for your support.

Sherborne St John School Association
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

ADD CHARACTER  
TO YOUR HOME  

THIS WINTER

CONTACT US TODAY:
T: 01344 774548   M: 07749 863650

Find us on:

Registered HETAS Installer

E: info@hgs-homeandgarden.co.uk
W: www.hgs-homeandgarden.co.uk

TRADITIONAL OR CONTEMPORARY 
MORSO WOOD BURNING STOVES
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The Priory School
Football Glory 
Our upper junior football team 
played extremely well at the regional 
final of the Hampshire Schools’ 
Football Association Competition in 
Southampton last Friday. We were 
delighted that out of approximately 
100+ schools taking part, our team came 
5th. Well done, boys! Here’s how they 
got on in their own words........ 

Priory Soccer Success
On the 21st of September, we travelled 
to Oakley Primary School to compete 
in a Basingstoke inter-schools football 
competition. It was to decide who was 
going to play in the final three days later 
and then ultimately to decide who was 
going to represent Basingstoke in the 
Hampshire finals down in Southampton.

There were seven teams competing 
and we had to play six games, each one 
lasting fourteen minutes (seven minutes 
each way). We won five of our games, 
1-0, 6-1, 6-1, 2-0, 4-0 and a 1-1 draw to 
Castle Hill primary school. These scores 
resulted in a top of the table finish 
which meant we were through to the 
finals back at Oakley.

Four teams took part in the final on the 
24th of September which was played as 
knockout stages (if you lose than you are 
out). In our semi-final against Rucstall 
Primary school the result did not show 
how hard the game was but we took our 
opportunities and won 6-1. The final 
was against Oakley Primary School, 
whom we had played in the qualifying 
rounds. It was a closely fought final 
against a well matched Oakley side 
but eventually we broke through and 
Ollie scored a brilliant brace; could he 
be the next Pele? The whole team were 
definitely pulling their weight. We went 
up to collect our medals and Will (our 
captain) received the trophy. Also, as 
we have less than one hundred pupils 
in Key Stage 2, we were presented with 
the small schools award. All of our hard 
work had paid off as we were now in the 
Hampshire final.

On the day of the final, everyone in the 
team was buzzing with excitement. We 
set off from The Priory and arrived a 
while later at the University grounds of 
Southampton. 

There were eight teams at the final. Our 
first match ended in a 0-0 draw against 
Arreton, a team from the Isle of Wight. 
In our next match we were the better 
team as we were determined to win and 
we came out on top with a 3-0 triumph, 
with everyone playing their part. In our 
other games we were not as fortunate as 
we lost three games and drew two. We 
ended up in fifth place out of all of the 
schools in Hampshire who entered the 
competition. A massive achievement for 
such a small school and one that we are 
all really proud of.

A big thank you from the team to our 
parents and teachers for supporting our 
team throughout the tournament.

Our team: Lewis GK, Will RB (captain), 
Guy CDM, Ben LB,  Ollie ST, Daniel LB, 
Giles RM, Harry LM, Fin RM, Joe LM. 

By Guy and Ben

Light up a Life
St. Michael’s Hospice would like to invite 
you to their Life up a Life service, taking 
place on Sunday 6th December at 18.00hrs 
in the grounds of the Hospice. The service 
led by  Bishop John Dennis, the Bishop of 
Basingstoke and Hospice Chaplain Liz Lang, 
will give time for reflection, remembering 
precious memories of loved ones who cannot 
be with us this Christmas. If you would like to 
make a dedication in memory of a loved one, 
please visit stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events 
or for further information please contact the 
Fundraising Hotline on 01256 848848.

        November Nights
Hold a fun evening and at the same time 
raise money for St Michael’s Hospice. We are 
launching a new campaign called ‘November 
Nights’ and we would love you to be involved.  
Have a cheese & Wine evening, a games 
evening, Bonfire Night Party, or a girl’s night 
in being pampered.  The list is endless of the 
different things you could do to be involved.

If you have an idea please let us know, or if 
you need supporting material to help promote 
your event, please give Lynne Grimshaw a call 
on 01256 848845 or email: Lynne.grimshaw@
stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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
THE NEW CONCEPT IN DENTAL CARE 

 

A superb new dental surgery, denture studio and 
dental laboratory - all under one roof.   

With the dentist, implant surgeon, hygienist, clinical 
dental technician and dental technicians all on-site, 

Dentalia offers a very special 
service and can minimise the number of 

appointments and delays. 
 

Now you can have the highest quality dentures designed 
and fitted by the people who actually make them 

Contact us for a FREE consultation to discuss your needs 
 

Fabio Bevilacqua, Dipl. Clin. Dent. Tech. (RCS England), GDC 116615 
Kateryna O’Kill, BDS (CS), GDC 148395 

 
 

Phone Fabio on 353252 or 353033 
 

Dentalia Ltd., 10 Aviary Court, 
Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PE 

  
Visit our website at www.dentalia.co.uk 

for lots more information 
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DRIVERS REQUIRED
We provide a service for elderly people 
in YOUR community.  Particularly 
for those who find it difficult to use 
public transport or lack the confidence 
to go out on their own.  We provide a 
driving service to pick them up from 
home, take them to their appointment 
and bring them home again, using our 
volunteer’s own car.  We also take clients 
shopping, to social events such as lunch 
clubs, helping them remain part of their 
community.

We need drivers who can spare a few 
hours a week during the day time, 
Monday to Friday, and who have a car 
that is comprehensively insured and 
suitable for carrying an elderly person.  
In return we will cover your petrol cost 
from home currently we pay 45p per 
mile.  Some of our drivers currently 
work shifts and can only offer 1 or part 
of a day per week but even this amount 
of time can help us.  You can choose 
what hours/days you are available and 
what duties you undertake.

BEFRIENDERS REQUIRED
Many elderly people do not have people 
who have time to spend with them just 
having a cup of tea and a chat.  You 
could be the first person that week that 
they have seen that has time just for 
them.  We need caring people who can 
spend at least one hour per week visiting 
one of our clients in their own home 
to help relieve their loneliness.  We try 
to find you someone who lives near to 
you so that if you do not have your own 
transport you can walk to them.  But 
if you have to use your car or public 
transport we will reimburse your costs.

We need people who have time and 
patience and like talking to elderly 
people.  You need to have good listening 
skills and be able to show empathy.  
We will provide you with training and 
support and match you with one of our 
clients.  Our befriending co-ordinator 
will take you to your first meeting with 
our client and support you as necessary.

If you are interested in either or both of 
the above opportunities please contact 
us by phone on 01256 423855 or email 
volunteering@neighbourcare.com 

Basingstoke  
NeighbourCare 
needs you!

Congratulations are due to Margaret 
Paterson for the excellent work she 
has done since volunteering in July to 
become the co-ordinator for this scheme 
she made all the preparations to make 
house calls after September Villager was 
published. She has succeeded in getting 
well over 50 % of the householders 
signed up thereby qualifying to have the 

scheme registered by the police. Thanks 
are also due to our beat officer PCSO 
Antony Brady for his excellent support.

Those few residents who have not yet 
responded to Margaret please do so 
promptly, membership will enable 
you to get a reduction in cost of home 
insurance. 

Cranes Road  
Neighbourhood Watch

Saturday 21st November
Please take the time to come and visit 
your local village market at SSJ Village 
Hall! 

BUTCHER now attending and is ready 
to take your Christmas beast orders. 
Lots of local stallholders showcasing 
their goods as well as tasty treats from 
the Bramley Bakery, Fruit & Two 

Veg and Roy and Denize’s Jams and 
Preserves! After you have finished 
shopping you can have a seat in our cafe 
with a cuppa and some cake. Hope to 
see you there supporting the market and 
your local small businesses.”

Sherborne St John  
Village Market
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I am keeping an 
eye out for those 
dog nappers that 
sneaked through 
the village recently.  
Did you see the 
rotters late that 

night?  They pinched two of my friends 
and made off with them in suspicious 
looking vans.  The doggie door locks 
were found on the ground and their 
rooms were bare – honestly, you are not 
safe in your own bed any longer.  I had 
a good smell round but couldn’t pick up 
their scent.  The Mrs put the word out 
over the ether after seeing a message 
from my canine friends’ distraught 
owners.  We figured if we made the 
little doggies too hot to handle they 
might well be set free and thankfully 
as it turned out, they were later found 
abandoned in Vyne Wood and kindly 
returned to their owners.  I have yet 
to get together with them for a good 
chin and tailwag to get the low down 
on their unfortunate adventure.  The 
Boss gave me a good talking to about 
stranger-danger which I will pass on to 
the miniatures if they ever get round to 
sitting still long enough for me to talk 
to them.  Every time I get near enough 
to have a tickle, scratch and chat they 
run round in circles, screaming, holding 
their noses and calling me Pongo!  I 
don’t think they appreciate my delicate 
canine perfume – nor does the Mrs as 
I have had several hose downs in the 
garden this summer while that small 
furry spitty thing sits nearby smirking 
and cleaning herself for the millionth 
time.  Never have I seen an animal spend 
so much time prinking and preening.  
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder 
so she obviously feels the need to 
continuously improve her looks as every 
time she walks past the mirror she nearly 
jumps out of her skin, whereas I am 
confident I pass muster and get by with a 
lick and a promise, except when the Mrs 
has that hose pipe pointed at me.

Bert’s Blog
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Our support network is here to help you...

The Old Forge, West End, 
Sherborne, St John, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9LE

01256 851124
For more details, visit our website at: www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

A. MONGER Funeral Directors

Private and Home arrangements available

Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans

Wide choice of memorials for burial or cremation

Choice of coach built hearse such as Horse-drawn, Vintage lorry and motorcycle

Eco-friendly funerals available

Free parking available

24 hour service, 365 days a year

Please feel free to pop 
into our home or give us a 
call...
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The October meeting was a fascinating and 
lively talk given by Mrs. Frances Benton, on 
the subject “A Passion for Pearls”.

Mrs. Benton lives in France with her 
husband but travels extensively in the 
UK giving talks and visiting family.  
She is, in her words, a pearl-stringer, a 
hobby which has taken her on extensive 
travels to wherever pearls are grown 
and cultivated.  She strings with silk, the 
strongest and most pliable material in 
existence, and stringing she informed 
us is one-pearl, one-knot; she estimates 
a minimum quarter million knots have 
been knotted in her pearl-stringing 
career. 

The passion Frances Benton still has 
actually began when she was 7 years old, 
when her Grandmother gave her a string 
of pearls to hold and she discovered that 
very quickly they became warm in her 
hands.  She still likes to think of them as 
‘moons from fairyland’.

Pearls have been in existence for over 
10,000 years; indeed, Cleopatra may have 
seduced Mark Anthony with her pearls!   
Queen Elizabeth 1st owned eight pearl 
necklaces, some or all of which reached 
her knees.  Now Queen Elizabeth 2nd 
wears her ancestor’s pearls, and there 
is a tradition which still exists that she 
wears one row  for ‘every day’, two rows 
for special occasions, and three rows 
which is her decision on the importance 
of the occasion.  So when she is meeting 
an important ambassador or delegate we 
only need to look at the number of rows 
of pearls she is wearing to deduce her 
recognition of that person!  

We were educated on the colours, types 
and sizes of pearls, as well as their 
structure and formation.  She told us that 
we tend to think of them as white, but 

there are over one hundred and sixteen 
shades of white, her favourite being 
shade number 76.  There are also pink 
and black colours, the black thus called 
in the West, but referred to as Peacock in 
the East and Asia.

There are three categories – the first is 
faux (fake) being made of glass beads, 
the other two being referred to as real, 
either natural or cultured.  The rarest, 
natural pearls, are the rarest gemstones 
on Earth, and outprice even diamonds.  
Mrs. Benton saw a beautiful large, egg-
shaped pearl, with no blemishes, being 
auctioned for £600,000.

The cultured pearls are natural, but have 
been ‘cultured’ by man interfering with 
oysters on oyster farms.  There is no 
difference in the appearance between a 
natural and cultured pearl.  The most 
important part of the pearl is the centre, 
commonly and mistakenly thought to 
be constructed out of sand or grit, but 
this is apparently a myth.  The problem 
was always that, in order to know what 
exactly was inside the pearl, the pearl 
had to be cut in half, but at the huge 
value put on the natural pearl, no-one 
was prepared to cut it in half.

In 1895 a Japanese jeweller, with an 
enquiring mind, began his long career 
of introducing the Akoya  oyster to 
Japan.  Mr. Mikimoto began experiments 
to enable the oyster to produce a pearl 
inside its shell, so he opened many, 
cutting them in half, and discovered, 
after much experimentation and 
research, that the outer edge, or mantle, 
of the shell filters tiny mineral salts, 
mainly calcium carbonate (chalk), not 

seen with the naked eye.  The oyster does 
this by ‘quivering’ its shells open and 
shut, during which time a tiny parasitic 
worm enters the oyster and burrows 
inside.  The oyster defends itself by 
growing an additional flap of ‘flesh’ and 
wraps this around the worm and mixes 
mineral dust from juice from its body, 
which eventually hardens into a chalky 
ball, with the worm inside.  When Mr. 
Mikimoto discovered this, he dropped 
tiny seeds into his pearls, and after two 
years found a ‘cultured’ pearl inside.  
Only an X-ray is able to discern whether 
a worm or a bead exists inside the pearl.

In the UK we have pearl-bearing 
mussels.  These are found in five rivers 
in Scotland, three in Wales and one 
conservation project in England, in the 
Lake District.  We were informed that 
Scotland wish to keep the whereabouts 
under wraps, but the ‘Tay pearl’ gives a 
clue as to their whereabouts.

Mrs. Benton had a selection of beautiful 
Mother of Pearl  shells to show us, and 
explained that the lustre, or shine, is  
very important.    If you want to know 
the age of the shell, count the rings.

The profits Mrs. Benton makes from her 
jewellery sales go to the charity which 
she is involved in, namely the Jabulani 
Project in Durban.  This charity helps 
children, often very young, who are 
living on the streets¸ to get access to 
food and water, as well as schooling and 
shelter.

Mrs Benton was thanked for her talk by 
Mrs Olive Carter

Rose Cooper

Womens Fellowship
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Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers
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31

There are not many families that have 
avoided that dreaded word ‘redundancy’.  It is 
hard enough for employees to come to terms 
with their employment being terminated 
when there is a genuine redundancy 
situation.  It becomes impossible when their 
employer just uses the term redundancy 
as an excuse to dismiss when there are no 
genuine grounds for doing so.

An employer can only lawfully dismiss you 
for a potentially fair reason under English 
law.  These reasons are:

1.	 Capability – where they believe you 
are unable to do your job properly, e.g. 
underperformance, inability to work with 
colleagues or because of persistent or 
long-term sick leave.    

2.	 Misconduct – where you have been found 
guilty of gross misconduct or a series of 
acts of misconduct which you have been 
disciplined for.

3.	 Statutory restriction – where your 
ongoing employment would break the 
law, e.g. a lorry driver who has been 
disqualified from driving.

4.	 Redundancy – where the employer’s 
requirement for employees to carry out 
work of a particular kind has ceased or 
reduced.

5.	 Some other substantial reason (SOSR) - a 
‘catch-all’ category which applies if there 
is a substantial reason to dismiss, e.g. 
refusing to accept reasonable changes 
following a business reorganisation.  

Employers will often look to avoid dismissing 
employees where they have a potentially 
fair reason to dismiss, such as on capability, 
misconduct or SOSR grounds, due to the 
time-consuming procedures in place which 
they would be expected to follow.  

Sometimes employers wish to dismiss for 
discriminatory reasons (e.g. because of the 
employee’s age, sex, race, disability, sexual 
orientation, gender reassignment, religion or 

belief etc), for automatically unfair reasons 
(e.g. because the employee has complained 
about issues relating to health and safety, 
working time, minimum wage, flexible 
working or perhaps because an employee has 
whistle-blown or joined a trade union) and 
so they seek to dismiss under the guise of 
a redundancy.  

For a redundancy dismissal to be fair, there 
must be a genuine redundancy situation, 
the employee must have been fairly selected 
for redundancy and the employer must 
have followed a fair procedure.  When 
determining the fairness of a redundancy 
dismissal Employment Tribunals are not 
normally entitled to investigate the reasons 
behind the redundancy situation. 

There is no requirement for employers to 
demonstrate that they were forced into 
making redundancies because of economic 
reasons, a sound commercial reason which 
can be objectively justified will suffice.  This 
does not mean to say that they will always 
take the employer’s reason at face value, 
especially where an employee establishes 
facts which suggest that their selection was 
discriminatory and the redundancy situation 
was a sham. 

It is important to know that there are very 
short time limits that apply to Employment 
Tribunal claims, e.g. three months (less one 
day) from the date of dismissal or the date 
of the discriminatory act, so if you think 
your dismissal for redundancy was a sham, 
don’t delay in seeking advice as you could be 
prevented from bringing a claim if your time 
limit has expired. 

If you think that your employer has 
dismissed you, or is trying to dismiss you, for 
an unfair or discriminatory reason but they 
are labelling it ‘redundancy’ or you have any 
other employment issue, why not call one of 
our qualified employment lawyers for advice 
on 01256 460670 or email Karen Bristow, a 
lawyer in our Employment team at karen.
bristow@phillips-law.co.uk

Sham redundancies – are you 
a victim?

	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

By Karen Bristow, 
lawyer specialising in 
Employment
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable 
and affordable services. Experienced, 
easy going local lady, who checks every 
corner. Ironing services also available. 
References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY 
AND GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, 
Karndean and vinyls. Patios, water features, 
driveways and all types of landscaping. 
Please call: David Thomas on: 
01256 560784 or 07794867326

ICLEAN LOCAL Professional home and 
office cleaning service. CRB checked, fixed 
rate £5 off your first clean. Call  
07516 955 709.

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K 
Solutions Ltd, for all your bookkeeping 
needs.  Please contact us on 07402173137 for 
free initial consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Chute Pavillion (SSJ) on 
a Wednesday eve 6:45 - 7:45. Beginner & 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (6 weeks payable up front). 
Limited spaces, please call Maurice Still on 
01256 889817

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
We have been running for over 30 years and 
offer group and private lessons to children 
(from pre-school age to teenagers) and 
adults at a variety of levels and in a variety 
of languages including French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, Mandarin and English.   
For further information, e-mail info@
linguatastic.com or telephone 811100.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or advertising@thevillager.org.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE. Electrical. 
Plumbing. Capentry or Decorationg. For a 
quotation, please phone 01256 780460 or 
07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch 
with me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green. 
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and 
other collectables and am keen to buy a 
variety of items. So if you are looking to 
declutter, or sell an item or collection, give 
me a call. Fair prices offered for good items 
like quality china, and glass, old toys, dolls 
and teddies, books etc etc. Phone 07879 
440478 or email yvonne.cox@virgin.net

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from 
the Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River 
Cottage’ country.  
Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation 
call 850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or 
email me on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. 
Local practitioner, qualified with 14 years 
experience. Will give free initial consultation. 
Phone Derek Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician 
with over 24 years experience. Teaching 
all aspects of drumming from counting, 
reading, playing to tracks, and technique 
etc. All ages and abilities welcome from total 
beginners to advanced. For more info please 
contact John Lezana on 07947 728 686  
www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of 
building work undertaken: patios, garden 
walls, extensions etc. Over 30 years 
experience.  For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP 
PRACTICE? HAVE YOU BEEN LED A 
MERRY DANCE? Well you could be...!  Let 
our six piece SSJ village band S#arp Practice 
shake, rattle and roll you. Popular tunes from 
recent decades, available for parties, dances 
and fetes. Please contact Steve Howe on 
01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, 
including preparation for examinations (CE, 
GCSE, IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation 
and primary/nursery language clubs 
Daytime or evenings, at home, work 
or school. Call Samantha Cruickshank 
(Language Services Specialists) on:  
07944 820284 or email: scruickshanktutor@
yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, 
tree work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk



33



34

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk

No Call Out Charges Free Estimates 

 Emergency lock, door & car opening  
 All types of locks supplied & fitted 
 British Standard 3621 locks available  
 ‘Beat the Burglar’ Anti-Snap cylinders  
 Keys cut on site 
 Security audits 

 Specialist in uPvc multi-point locks 
 Insurance, domestic & commercial  
  work undertaken 
 Burglary repairs 
 All workmanship & parts guaranteed 
 Fully insured service 

Locked out? Broken Key or Lock? Lost Keys? NO PROBLEM  

Call Len on 07785 384914 
Email: l.elkington@lockrite.org 

Criminal Records Bureau 
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windows doors porches 
soffits rooflines cladding

conservatories garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion
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0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

23 successful years

��


1992-2015


