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John Edwards and Judith Darmady are so grateful for the very 
generous cheques that they have received from the Chute users 
and other friends as they step down from their past positions. 
We will have fun spending it. 

We have really enjoyed working with you and appreciated the friends we have 
made in the process. We wish you good fortune in the future and thank you 
so much. 

John & Judith 

FIRST DAY OF SPRING 
JOAN BRANDON 

I would like to lay to rest once and for all the old fallacy that the 21st March is 
the first day of spring. It is NOT, I repeat NOT THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

March 21st is the Spring Equinox. Equinox comes from the Latin that means 
equal on both sides therefore it is the middle of Spring. Spring actually starts 
around the 5th February and that is why at that time we get pure white 
Snowdrops, Crocuses and Grape Hyacinths during that month. They are the 
first of our Spring flowers followed by Daffodils, Narcissus etc. in March. 

Midsummer’s Eve is the 21st June. It is what it says, midsummer. As we all 
recognise that each of the four seasons lasts approximately thirteen weeks and 
there is only thirteen weeks from the 21st March to the 21st June it goes by 
everything that is logical, that if mid-summer is the 21st June then the 21st 
March cannot by any stretch of the imagination be the start of Spring. It just 
isn’t possible. 

Again, the Autumn Equinox is the 21st September. The thirteen weeks from 
June to September is therefore the last half of summer and the first half of 
Autumn. Likewise, as 21st December is the shortest day it must be the middle of 
Winter and by logical progression we come round to the 21st March being THE 
MIDDLE OF SPRING. 

I have spent my entire life explaining this since I was first taught by Mr Jenkins 
in the third year of my junior school and the constant correcting of the old 
myth never ceases to amaze me.

Julie Crawley - Editor

Editorial
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April 2016
4	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
4	 Pelican Film Society, Brooklyn, Ark Conference Centre	 7.30pm
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Landscape Photography in the British Isles, SSJ Village Hall 	 2.00pm
9, 10	 Bramley Art Exhibition, Bramley Village Hall
12	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
17	 Woof & Wellies, St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
18	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
23	 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall	 10 – 1pm
23	 SSJ Village Quiz Night
25	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
27, 28	 Easter Art Exhibition at St Leonard’s Church Room, Sherfield on Loddon	 10am – 4pm

May 2016
2	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
3	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Jonathan Jones IS Rudyard Kipling, SSJ Village Hall 	 2.00pm
9	 Pelican Film Society, The Dressmaker, Ark Conference Centre	 7.30pm
10	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
11	 5 and 10 K Run, St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
16	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
16	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
19	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, (Thursday)  Chute Pavilion	 7.30pm
28	 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall	 10 – 1pm
30	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME

June 2016
5	 Sunflower Fete, St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
6	 Pelican Film Society, Lady in the Van, Ark Conference Centre	 7.30pm
7	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, The Dragon and The Damsel, SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
13	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
14	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
25	 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall	 10 – 1pm
27	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
27	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm

July 2016
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, The Dragon and The Damsel, SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
6 – 16	 Farnham Art Society Annual Exhibition, University for the Creative Arts, Falkner Rd, Farnham	 9.30am – 5.00pm
11	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
12	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
24	 Big Wheel, St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
25	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
25	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm

August 2016
2	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Hearing Dogs for the Deaf,  SSJ Village Hall 	 2.00pm
8	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
9	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
22	 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME

September 2016
6	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  Annual Outing 	 TBA
10	 Moonlight Walk,  St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
13	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
23	 SMH & TC Golf Day,  St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
24	 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall	 10 – 1pm
26	 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm

Future Events
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Local volunteers collecting for  
Basingstoke and area 
The Hampshire/Basingstoke branch 
of the UK’s oldest armed forces 
charity SSAFA will be out in force at 
Basingstoke Festival of Transport at 
The Memorial Park on Sunday 8 May 
2016, collecting for local heroes.

SSAFA provides lifelong support for 
our Forces and their families.  Each 
year the charity helps over 100 people 
in Basingstoke and area and 50,000 
nationally.

 “These funds are vital if SSAFA is to 
continue to support those who have 
served their country and ensure that 
they are not disadvantaged by their 
service. We are finding that our cases 
are becoming increasingly complex 
with younger veterans coming forward 

for help in greater numbers. We offer 
a range of support from practical and 
financial assistance to emotional care 
and befriending.” 

If you would like to know more about 
how SSAFA can help you or someone 
you know, or if you’d like to volunteer, 
please get in touch at  07807  668398  
or visit www.ssafa.org.uk.

As well as SSAFA being able to assist 
those in need, we have a need for more 
caseworkers.

There are 7,000 volunteer workers 
throughout the United Kingdom and 
on service bases, there are also SSAFA 
caseworkers in Europe where there are 
expatriate communities.

Being a caseworker is a voluntary job to 
undertake at times to suit the volunteer, 
qualification is by attending a fully 
funded residential course and working 
with other trained personnel.

If you feel that you would be able to 
give a few hours per week to undertake 
this very rewarding work please contact 
SSAFA. 

07807 668398 - We need you.
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Church Matters April

I mentioned our Lent series last month, 
in which we discussed some of the points 
about prayer made by Richard Bewes 
in his book “Talking about Prayer”1.  
That series has now come and gone, 
but it has left us with much to think 
about in connection with personal and 
corporate prayer.  Richard starts the 
book with a description of a true revival 
of the Christian faith.  It is “marked by 5 
major characteristics – an impassioned 
preaching of the Cross, deep-seated 
moral repentance, hundreds ... of 
conversions to Jesus Christ, widespread 
unashamed personal witness and 
unceasing prevailing prayer”2.  

Have you ever encountered anything 
like this?  I am not talking of a mere 
revival of interest in the Christian faith, 
but something much deeper than that.  
Revival means a fresh and powerful 
movement of the Holy Spirit of God 
leading many people to put their trust 
in his son Jesus Christ.  For most of 
us the answer to my question about 
encountering such a time will probably 
be “no”.  We may perhaps have known 

1	 Pubd. by Christian Focus. Now o/p
2	 Page 16
3	 Ephesians 1:20
4	 Romans 1:16
5	 Acts 1:8

something of this on a small scale – we 
have had the privilege of seeing some 
people turn from darkness to light and 
come to Christ.  But we have never been 
involved in a large scale revival which 
is really what the word implies.  That 
is not surprising because there has not 
been a major revival in our country since 
the Welsh revival right at the beginning 
of the last century!  Such times are 
exceptional by definition: the normal 
Christian life is a steady plod.

Other parts of the world have seen 
revival movements since then.  If you 
are in your eighties and have an interest 
in Rwanda and Uganda you may have 
just experienced the Rwanda revival.  
This was a powerful movement which 
brought new life to churches that had 
become formal and dull.  It led to many 
people becoming Christians.  They 
would have revival meetings in the 
evenings where people would confess 
publicly ways in which their profession 
of faith had become a sham, and give 
testimony to cleansing through the blood 
of Christ.  There were excesses of course 
and sometimes these meetings were 
not conducted wisely, but many many 
people’s lives were changed for good.

At one time (and more in North America 
than here) people used to talk in terms of 
“organising a revival”.  They really meant 
organising a series of meetings with a 
revival “flavour”, appeals to come forward 
to make a commitment and so on.  It is 
of course impossible for us to organise 
a revival!  The fact is that revival is a 
sovereign work of God, brought about by 
his Spirit.  It is not something that we can 
“programme in” when we feel that there 
is a need.  We can plan a mission but we 
cannot create a revival. 

Should we then pray for revival?  Many 
keen Christians do this regularly and yet 
see no movement.  We need to realise 
that it is possible to pray such a prayer 
out of wrong motives.  We would like 
there to be a revival because it would 
make our task of witness much easier (we 
think).  Or maybe we want the church 
to prosper and we think that revival 
would move things forward.  That doesn’t 
mean that it is wrong to pray, just that 
the Lord’s response may be to purify our 
motives rather than to send revival.

We also need to remember that each time 
an individual is converted to Christ there 
is the seed of revival.  For the power of 
God is at work in that individual life in 
essentially the same way as when a crowd 
believes.  Indeed the New Testament tells 
us that that power is like “God’s mighty 
strength which he exerted in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead.”3  Christian 
witness is all about the power of God 
expressed in the Gospel which is “the 
power of God for salvation”.4  It is our 
turn now to bear the gospel torch.  When 
Jesus was soon to give the Spirit to his 
followers after he ascended to glory he 
said to them “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you 
and you shall be my witnesses ... to the 
ends of the earth”.5

The gift of the Spirit has never been 
withdrawn.  His power is just the same 
today.  Jesus is alive and commands his 
church to preach the same gospel as at 
the beginning.  Let’s pray that we may 
do our part in prayer and bold witness.  
Who knows but that the Lord may even 
send revival in our day.

John Hamilton
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3 April		
10am	 Family Communion	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 “Easter Praise” 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

10 April			 
  8am	 Holy Communion	 Priory
10am	 Family Service	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

17 April			 
10am	 Morning Service	 St Andrew’s 
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall
  7pm	 ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING	 Sherborne St John Village Hall		
			 
24 April			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

1 May		
  10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

SERMONS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM:

Apr   3		  Light from heaven	 Acts 26:9-18		  John Hamilton
Apr 10		  Living in the light		 Eph 5:5-10	            	 Scott Seivewright & Steve Howe
Apr 17		  Future glory		  Isaiah 54			  John Hamilton
Apr 24		  Gospel invitation		 Isaiah 55	         		  James Ballinger & Scott Seivewright

SUNDAYS AT SIX:

Apr   3		  Joined up thinking	 1Cor 15:12-20		  John Hamilton 
Apr 10		  Then the end will come	 1 Cor 15:20-28		  John Hamilton	
Apr 17		  Dealing with ignorance	 1 Cor 15:29-44		  Scott Seivewright 
Apr 24		  At the last trumpet	 1 Cor 15:44-58		  John Hamilton

MIDWEEK MEETINGS FOR APRIL

Home Groups meet during the weeks of 5 & 19 April.
Please note that this is a change from the original dates on the programme card.
12 & 26 April: Central Fellowship: 8pm in the Parish Room.

Services for April

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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emma@thehaye.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke                                           	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 0118 970 0264
	 Pamber	 Mrs Liz Knight	 pamberclerk@btinternet.com	 882571
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 	 Mr John Leek, The Old Rectory, Ramsdell	 850154
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Mrs Christine Cain	 850748
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	 422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving 	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  John (and Liz) Edwards (Treasurer/Bookings)	 850507
			   Mrs Maria Saunders (Rota)	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore 	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce 	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
KARATE @ The Chute		  Mr Ian Rand	 07888 660225
FIT2RELAX @ The Chute	 Karen	  07815 886247 or 01256 880632
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	  Mr Alan Brown	 324450
	      		  Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane  info@piccolopsn.com  www.piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248
BALLROOM DANCING AT THE CHUTE	 Gill McInnes	 0118 933 2516
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Dave Green	 881337

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall			                    850036
MS Village Hall		  Miss Carol Pope	                                                                   850536
SSJ Village Hall		  Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com
The Chute Pavilion        			           ssjchutebookings@yahoo.com

HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST      Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL	      Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	       Mr Anthony Murray	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  464501
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003

Contacts
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Neighbourhood Plan
The draft plan was submitted informally 
to BDBC for their comments, as 
requested. These have now been 
received and reviewed, and the Steering 
Committee is currently completing any 
alterations, ready for formal Regulation 
14 Consultation in March / April 2016.

John, Judith and Janet
John, Judith and Janet have been 
presented with their gifts on behalf 
of the Parish residents for their years 
of dedication to the community of 
Sherborne St John. They have asked us 
to pass on their thanks for their gifts - 
they were very touched.

Parish Website
We are currently updating the Parish 
Website and would like it to become 

the first place you go to find out about 
local services such as waste collection 
and transport as well as details of local 
events such as the Village Party. The 
new website will be setup and managed 
by the PC but it is being created to give 
villagers and the public access to news 
and useful information about the village 
and the local area. If anyone has ideas 
about what they would like to see on the 
site please let us know by emailing the 
council onSherborneStJohnWebsite@
gmail.com

Potholes!
We have reported some potholes along 
Vyne Road and Chineham Lane – if 
you have any concerns about pot holes 
please log on to Hantsweb http://www3.
hants.gov.uk/roads/potholes.htm and 
fill out the form – we have been advised 

this is the quickest way to get them 
repaired!

Precept
Further to last month’s report in the 
Villager regarding the precept, there 
has in fact been a very slight increase 
of pence across the bands. The example 
Band D has risen by 0.34p to 42.55p. 
However the new rate is significantly 
lower by £1.82p than the 2013/4 figure 
in line with the Paris Council’s drive to 
reduce the burden on residents as much 
as possible.

Councillor Becky Jones

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL

We thank all readers for their continued 
interest in the Parish Council.  

Planning
“The Mole” has applied for a licence 
to sell alcohol and made an additional 
planning application both of which are 
available to view at the Borough Council 
offices and on-line. 

At the time of writing (14th March 
2016) the Manydown Masterplan 
Consultation is still taking place and  
is open until 29th March 2016. 
If you have any questions and/
or would like to make comments 
please do so by emailing feedback@
manydownbasingstoke.co.uk or  
calling Freephone 08081 683600.  

Highways
There is a lot more traffic through 
the village, particularly past All 
Saints church, and we suspect this is 
mainly due to drivers using the lane 

as a short-cut to try to avoid the road 
works at the hospital.  This has led to 
the said increase in traffic, some of 
which appears to be speeding, which 
clearly has a detrimental effect on the 
environment, wild life and well-being of 
residents.  Given the narrowness of part 
of the lane past the church villagers are 
asked to be even more aware of possible 
driving issues.  (We have already heard 
of somebody losing their offside wing 
mirror).  As was said many moons 
ago we would like to start a village 
SpeedWatch initiative in collaboration 
with the local police and ask again 
for you to contact us to register your 
support for such a scheme.  By having a 
presence on the roadside it is one sure 
way to deter people using us as a cut-
through, speeding or not, to  
somewhere else.       

Litter
Following on from the above there 
is a noticeable increase in roadside 

litter.  We thank local parishioners and 
near-by dwellers for assisting in clearing 
up this eyesore and environmental 
hazard due to the thoughtlessness, 
mainly, of others passing through the 
village.  The age old phrase still applies: 
“Take your Litter Home”.  

Burglaries
Again it is heartening to know we 
are in a relatively low-crime area but 
that does not mean to say we should 
be complacent.  It regularly comes to 
our attention about garden sheds and 
out-houses being broken into.  Please 
secure such buildings and lock away all 
high-priced garden equipment.  A lot 
of this type of theft is opportunistic so 
please do not give the potential thief 
that opportunity.  

We look forward to seeing you at our 
next Parish Council meeting.   

Lynne Harling

Monk Sherborne Parish Council
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The last meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council was held on Monday, 14th 
March 2016. 

Planning applications: 
16/00300/FUL: Erection of 2 no. three 
bedroom bungalows

Land Rear Of Greenacres Aldermaston 
Road Pamber Green.   Comments 

16/00555/LBC: Installation of 7 no. 
security cameras to main house and 
entrance gate (Part Retrospective)   
Wyeford Farm Road To Wyeford Farm 
Ramsdell. No objection

16/00552/HSE and16/00553/LBC  : 
External and internal alterations to 
stable block to form ancillary residential 
accommodation, including installation 
of a biomass boiler, new chimney, 
replacement windows to the north 
elevation and the removal of an  
internal partition 
Wyeford Farm Road To Wyeford Farm 
Ramsdell. No objection

16/00508/FUL: Erection of 1 no. three 
bed dwelling 
Land Adjacent To Barnsted (Plum 
Trees) Green Lane Pamber Green.  
No objection

16/00069/HSE: Erection of open porch 
Ramblers Aldermaston Road Pamber 
End.  No objection. Comments 
regarding access. 

16/00118/HSE: Erection of first floor 
extension involving raising of the roof 
with juilet balcony to front elevation.  
Avenbury Ramsdell Road Pamber End.  
No objection

Planning decisions made by 
the Borough Council:
15/03813/FUL: Erection of replacement 
dwelling and garage following 
demolition of existing bungalow      
Nut Trees Ramsdell Road Pamber End. 
GRANTED

15/00691/FUL: Amendment and 
15/00692/LBC:  Change of use of listed 
house to offices, change of use and single 
storey extension of listed barn to small 
tool hire facility, Open plant storage, 
retention of security lighting and 
associated works. Retention of existing 
parking area and access with new 
surface treatment; (Part Retrospective)  
Skates Farm House, Skates Lane, 
Pamber Green.  GRANTED

16/00069/HSE: Erection of open porch 
Ramblers Aldermaston Road Pamber 
End.  GRANTED

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be 
held on Monday, 9th May 2016 at 8pm 
in St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. 
Please make every effort to attend this 
important meeting. 

Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th 
Birthday
The beacon will be lit at 7.30pm on 
Thursday, 21st April to mark the 90th 
birthday of Her Majesty the Queen. 
This event will take place at Pamber 
Park, Pamber Heath (off Burney Bit). 
Members of the Parish Council invite all 
parishioners to join them at the lighting 
of the beacon and to drink a toast to her 
Majesty. 

Book Exchange
The Little London Book Exchange has 
now opened in the decommissioned 
telephone kiosk at the corner of Beach’s 
Crescent. If you have any books to 
donate, please contact Mr. Rob Huitson 
at 5, Beach’s Crescent, Little London.

Parish Lengthsman Scheme
Further to the report in the January 
issue, work to set up the scheme is 
continuing. The programme will give 
the parish council the opportunity 
to carry out some of the essential 
maintenance work that is normally 
carried out by the County Council. The 
contractor will not be able to work on 
the highway but will be able to attend 
associated maintenance.  A scheme of 
work will be drawn up over the next  
few weeks. 

Highways
Highway issues can be reported directly 
to Hampshire County Council - visit 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/transport or 
telephone 0300 555 1388. 

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday, 11th April 2016 in The 
Memorial Hall, Pamber Heath.  All 
parishioners are welcome to attend. 
Details of meetings are displayed on  
the notice boards and on the website 
www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight (Clerk) (01256) 882571

Pamber Parish Council
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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13

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
Thank goodness that the weather is 
seeing serious signs of improvement.  
Spring is definitely showing its head 
and the clock change with lighter 
evenings is ever nearer.  As I write, 
today has been a beautiful sunny day, a 
real pleasure to be out and about in.

Lovely to read news from the Priory 
School and their exciting activities, 
in particular taking part in the Young 
Voices Concert at the O2 Arena.  Also 
very pleasing to hear from Roger 
Quilter, the Treasurer of St Stephen’s 
Hall Management Committee, that 
a new full committee was elected in 
January, the first time there has been 
a full committee in 40 years.  The 
Parish Council has now appointed 
two representatives to the Committee.  
There has also been a keen team 
of volunteers who have been busy 
redecorating the hall and carrying out 
minor repairs   Well done all of you for 
keeping St Stephen’s Hall as a valued 
local facility and long may it last.

Issues raised about the state of the 
footpaths along the A340 have 
resulted in some flailing of hedgerows 
which has helped, albeit that modern 
methods are so unsightly.  However, 
the extent of trimming is still not 
sufficient to allow you to stand in 
the bus shelter at the end of New 
Road, Pamber Green, and see the 
bus in plenty of time to hail it.  I was 
grumbled at by one bus driver who 
was critical of how much warning 
I gave him to stop one day when it 
was persistently raining.  I think it is 
probably debateable whether he was 
adhering to the speed limit and how 
much he wanted to try to stop in a 
timely way.  Hopefully, the Parish 
Council will get permission from HCC 
to do what they can do within their 

financial constraints, having agreed to 
obtain a quote for clearing a section 
of the footway from New Road to Dix 
Hill.  The next Pamber Parish Council 
meeting will be on 11th April.

My past comments back in November 
about the felling in Pamber Forest 
has led to warden, Graham Dennis, 
to contact me this month disagreeing 
with some of the comments I made 
and reports from Rob Searle who 
had met with Graham in October.  
Graham disagrees that clear felling 
took place and that damage caused by 
the extraction machinery has been left 
un-repaired.  He says the 40ha worked 
on so far has recovered well and that 
many scarce plants and species of 
butterflies and moths have re-emerged.  
Rob and Sam feel the views they passed 
to me were a good representation of 
the discussion and photographs they 
took in the last few days and from my 
own observations I do not see damage 
well repaired but, as I said last month, 
beauty is in the ‘eye of the beholder’.  
However, I am happy to pass on views 
from Graham and all other parties as I 
have in the past.

The planning application opposite 
Elm Park Nursery has been approved 
subject to the legal agreement meeting 
planning requirements.  However, 
Berry Court Farm development is still 
not settled.  The Planning Department 
did not follow process in contacting 
all relevant departments, but now the 
affordable housing aspects are now 
being looked at.  I am told the decision 
will almost certainly be made by 
committee because of the high level 
of local interest and it is possible this 
may take place in May.  You still have 
time to make your views known to the 
Borough Council.

I recently heard from the Chair of 
Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice 
Choir, Andrew Long.  The Choir was 
formed in 2011 to provide a means 
of relaxation for hospital staff and for 
patients who can come and listen to 
rehearsals and it now has in excess 
of 35 singers, both hospital staff and 
others.  Their reputation has grown 
under the musical direction of Dai 
Ogborn and they have performed 
many charitable concerts and venues, 
including Winchester Cathedral, and 
appeared on BBC TV to promote 
Gareth Malone’s programme when he 
was trying to get large companies’ to 
form staff choirs.  The Choir is very 
proud of its achievement in helping to 
raise a considerable amount of money 
for good causes, including the Hospital 
and is equally very proud to have 
Hepatobiliary Consultant, Mr Myrddin 
Rees, as their Honorary President.

Basingstoke Ladies Choir is holding a 
charity concert on 9th April with the 
Basingstoke Male Voice Choir at the 
United Reform Church, Basingstoke, 
at 7.30pm.  Tickets are available on 
the door at £8.  A super venue for a 
concert with a well mixed balance of 
music.  I will keep you up to date with 
forthcoming concerts for the choirs as 
they draw nearer.

Ann Ellis

annjellis@googlemail.com
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk
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World Book Day at  
the Priory School

The beginning of March always sees 
the celebration of World Book Day in 
schools across the country. This year, we 
decided to honour the 400th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death and invited the 
children to come to school dressed as a 
character from one of his plays. As you 
can imagine, the costumes were amazing; 
we had kings and queens, fairies and 
witches, noblemen and ancient Egyptians 
as well as some fantastic animals. As well 
as the children, the staff also got into 
the spirit of the day and there was much 
laughter in the staffroom! During the 
day, the children took part in a variety of 
Shakespeare themed activities, including 
a parade and we hope that they went 
home feeling truly inspired. We will 
let the photographs “speak volumes”.                     
Kind regards,                 

Suzanne Kelly



This half of term has been very short, 
due to the early Easter, but it has 
certainly been action packed!  We will 
all need our 2 week Easter holidays to 
recover and recharge our batteries!

There has been a big focus on Literacy 
and drama this term. We celebrated 
Book Week in February and we were 
visited by author Debi Evans who spoke 
to the Juniors about story writing.  You 
may have seen the ‘Story Bus’ which 
was parked in the car park of the Swan 
for a day (and many thanks go to The 
Swan management for coming to our 
rescue when the bus couldn’t negotiate 
Church Lane!).  Each class visited the 
Bus and went on board to enter the 
world of Alice in Wonderland – a really 
interactive experience!  The drama 
company ‘Perform’ has been into school 
to run workshops for the infants on the 
theme of ‘Peter Pan’ and led the Juniors 
in a modern interpretation of ‘Jack and 
the Beanstalk’ through drama.  All the 
children produced a story for the 500 
words competition – at the time of 
writing the stories are with the judges so 
we are waiting for the results!  Everyone 
dressed up for Book Day, including the 
staff who amounted to rather less than 
101 Dalmations although Mrs Payne 

was a convincing Cruella de Vil.  Finally, 
towards the end of the term the Juniors 
took part in the Recitation Competition 
and each one learnt a piece of poetry 
to recite to the class, with the winners 
competing in a grand final in front of 
the whole school.     

The Infants have been studying ‘Castles’ 
this term and had a very enjoyable day 
at Windsor Castle, where they could 
look at the State Rooms and St George’s 
Chapel as well as dressing up as knights 
and ladies in an educational session.  
The children also spent a Science day 
at Queen Mary’s College investigating 
materials and their properties, which 
formed part of their project. They 
finished the topic with a Medieval 
Banquet which allowed them to show 
their work and to dress up again – 
taking on roles such as entertainers, 
servants or castle defenders. 

Meanwhile Class 3 have been finding 
out about rivers, and they spent a day 
at the Gilbert White study centre in 
Selborne – getting their feet wet!  They 
waded into the river to discover what 
creatures lived there, and used scientific 
techniques to measure the flow of the 
water and to map a cross-section of the 
river bed.  

Despite the wet and windy weather this 
term, we have managed to fit in plenty 
of sport. The Juniors have had Tag 
Rugby coaching at the Chute Recreation 
Ground, and the Infants have taken 
part in Football training sessions and 
swimming lessons.  Class 4 have enjoyed 
a term of Street Dance lessons, and 
the West End Dance Studio visited the 
school for a day of Dance workshops; 
Key Stage 1 dance was inspired by the 
book ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ and 
Key Stage 2 was ‘Dance around the 
World’.  The Year 6 children had two 
mornings of Bikeability training, which 
developed the skills that they had learnt 
last year. Then all the children ran a mile 
around the Chute playing field for Sport 
Relief! And congratulations go to the 
Tag Rugby team who maintained their 
good record in league matches – they 
drew against Bramley School and won 
against Ashford Hill and Silchester.

Our term finished with the traditional 
(and spectacular!) Infant Easter Bonnet 
Parade and then we all went home to 
chocolate Easter eggs and a well-earned 
break!                                  

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent   
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Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School
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Sherborne St John  
Women’s Fellowship
As usual, on the first Tuesday in March 
(which just happened to be the 1st) 
the members of the Sherborne St John 
Women’s Fellowship gathered in the 
Sherborne St John Village Hall for their 
monthly meeting.  

With the usual routine business of the 
reading and signing of the last meeting’s 
minutes,  and March’s ‘birthday girls’ 
receiving their cards we were treated 
to a talk and demonstration of Thai 
Carving Art.  Mrs Salinla Mills who 
was giving the talk and demonstration 
explained that learning to carve  
wooden figures is part of the national 
curriculum in Thailand, and what she 
had originally learnt as a child, she had 
diversified into carving real fruits and 
vegetables as a business.             

From a whole pineapple she produced 
slices that looked like butterflies.  
A large carrot became a bird with 

individual 
tail and wing 
feathers, and 
another became 
the most dainty 
flowers with 
five petals you 
have ever seen. 
Oblong slices 
also became 
butterflies. A 
melon, with a 
few deft strokes 
and the thinnest paring, emerged into 
a full blown rose while the bottom half 
was the bowl it was sitting in complete 
with delicate leaf design decorations.  
Halved apples decorated with leaf 
designs which showed white against the 
coloured  
skin of red and green and courgette 
ends that also turned into flowers were 
absolutely amazing.               

Mrs Mills explained that all these 
things which took a very little 
time to produce, once you were 
taught, could be used to enhance 
plates and dishes of food and 
snacks for parties and the like. It 
certainly was an enthralling 
afternoon and we all thoroughly 
enjoyed it.		

 
 

Joan Brandon
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Elm Park Garden Centre, Aldermaston Rd, Pamber End, Hampshire RG26 5QW

Dolls � Dolls’ Houses � 1:12 Miniatures � Bears

Fairies  � Dragons  � Witches  � Dreamcatchers  � Windchimes 

Incense  � Candles  � Essential Oils  � Aromatherapy Products  �  Handcrafted Soap

Crystals  � Fossils  � Jewellery  � Glassware  � Figurines  � Greetings Cards

Dolly
 Daydreams

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.dollydaydreams.net
T: 01256 889111

Gift Shop

(next door)

Tea Room
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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We are now in the process of revitalising 
our Branch to make it more relevant 
to today’s life, to give it more sense of 
purpose and to make it more fun to be a 
member.

Did you know, you don’t have to have 
been a member of the Armed Forces 
to join the RBL? If you Google ‘Royal 
British Legion’ and then click ‘become a 
member’, it is a painless process – well, 
£16 per annum

 To get that collegiate sense of belonging, 
which is so important in communities, 
it would be good to increase the 
membership; then our planned activities 
for 2016 and beyond will have a bit 
of zing about them. We are planning, 
amongst other things, a Battlefield Tour 
to Ypres either before or after Easter 
(27th March) and throughout the year 
visits to the likes of HM Dockyards 
Portsmouth, Brooklands, Duxford, and 
the Poppy Factory Richmond.

The RBL is so much more than just 
poppies in November. But whilst on the 
subject, the figures for the Poppy Appeal 
2015 are as follows:

Bramley area          	 £591.12

Sherborne St John       	 £5,342.62  
(including Basingstoke Hospital)

Stratfield Saye		  £710.19

Little London		  £100.67

TOTAL			   £6,744.60

(Sherfield on Loddon has its own Poppy 
Appeal Organiser)

Thanks so much to all who contributed 
and a particular thanks to Jean Young, 
our secretary and Poppy Appeal 
Organiser, for her tireless efforts to raise 
this money.

Should you decide to join us, do please 
let me know so that I can put you on the 
members’ distribution list.

Best wishes

Rhydian Vaughan   
Vice Chairman   
rhydian@battlefieldtours.co 

Royal British Legion, Bramley Branch
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Questions
Have you seen a monk in Sherborne? Nor have I
Have you ever seen in road or field, a crane fly by?
Where are the elm trees along the road so named?
In which alley can the charter be read or proclaimed?
Why is the dark lane only dark at night?
Why has the Severals only got street light?
Why are the meadows full of dancers?
Are they properly trained or merely chancers?
Is Spring close or merely just a faraway dream
Flowing gently like the Weybrook stream.
Have you ever seen a show in West End?
Or has the road driven you round the bend?
These are things I think about day and night
People say I must get out more – and they’re right!
 
Bill Breakspear

Crimestoppers
Hampshire Crimestoppers is continuing 
the fight against rural and coastal crime 
by targeting would-be thieves across 
the county. Crimestoppers is fighting 
back with a campaign to stop theft of 
farm machinery and equipment. This 
may include oil, diesel, batteries, metal 
for its scrap value, tools, quad bikes, 
agricultural chemicals, tractors, and 
even livestock.

Rural and coastal crime costs the 
country a great deal - an estimated £50 
million to £70 million worth of plant 
and agricultural machinery is stolen 
nationally every year, and only 5% of 
this stolen property is ever recovered. 
Stealing this valuable equipment – some 
of which is worth tens of thousands of 
pounds - may have a lasting effect on its 
victims who may be unable to carry on 
their day-to-day business without them. 

If you have a beach hut, do ensure it 
is in good repair and make sure it is 
secured with good quality padlocks and 
a solid steel bar across the front. Don’t 
leave valuables or alcohol inside, and 
don’t leave anything lying around that 
could be used to damage or enter yours 
or your neighbours’ huts.

Likewise if you have a boat, never leave 
any valuables on display and keep your 
keys somewhere safe – ie not in the 
boat’s ignition! Use strong padlocks 
or rimlocks on all your hatches, entry 
points and cockpit lockers.

It is very important not to buy anything 
suspicious ‘out the back of a van’, at a car 
boot sale or from a website. You may 
think you’re getting a bargain on that 
chainsaw, or power tools, but you’re 
actually contributing to the crim. You 
may also find yourself explaining to the 
Police and a Court why you thought 
the cheap outboard motor with no 
paperwork that you bought from a bloke 
down the pub was a genuine purchase.

We understand that rural communities 
are close-knit and trust is an important 
part of rural life, so people may be aware 
of who is committing these crimes 
but don’t feel comfortable giving this 
information directly to the police. This 
is where Crimestoppers can help, by 
providing a route for people to pass on 
information about crimes anonymously. 

0800 555111 www.crimestoppers-uk.org  

PC Simon Wright   @HantsCrimestopp
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Red Cross 
Collection 
– May 8th – 14th 
inclusive

I am looking for some more collectors 
for the above week in May.   

The collection tins will be delivered to 
you, the streets to be covered are divided 
up between collectors so are not too 
large and then you are asked to deliver 
the tins back to me but I can collect  
them from you if you wish.                                               

If anyone is willing to collect I would be 
most grateful.                                                   

Thank you

Betty Burnett     
01256 850847
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Daphne now lives in Manor Road with 
husband Alan (Thirlwall) and their dog, 
Carrie

I hope you 
missed me in 
March?  Sorry 
I couldn’t write 
in my blog but 
I was being 
transported via 
a very choppy 
overnight ferry 

crossing to my new playing place in 
France. It was so rough the Mrs said she 
had to sleep flat on her back to avoid 
being thrown out of the bunk and the 
Boss swore his body actually levitated 
several times but I slept straight through 
the trip, snug in my usual bed in the 
Boss’s pickup.  Once at Maison Millie I 
ensured all the usual smells were still in 
place and we went to check the fish were 
still in the ‘etang’.  This photo shows me 
trying very hard to resist their retrieval 
by jumping in but I now know better and 
that the Boss has to reel them in himself!  

I spent my time in France making 
friends with dogs, electricians, builders, 
farmers and neighbours, some of whom 
were intelligible but gave good friendly 
pats and cuddles.  We also found some 
shooting buddies and watched the 
‘shoot’ going on all around us, I found it 
very exciting and wanted to join in with 
the tangle of hounds but the Boss said no 
as I don’t speak the language….

Sadly, on our return the small furry 
spitty thing was not well and a week 
later saw the end of her sixteen year 
feline reign.  Apparently she is planted 
in the garden deep enough to ensure 
my bone burying will not disturb her.  
I will miss my protagonist but not the 
nose batting she always gave me.  I was 
rather hoping I would take her place on 
the Mrs’ lap now, but that does not seem 
to be happening.  The Mrs explained it 
is a question of sizing but I am not sure 
if it is her size or mine she is worried 
about….  Nevertheless I will keep trying, 
as she says - I can be very trying!

Have you seen a little dog?
His tail up in the air
A whirly tail, a curly tail
A dog that doesn’t care

I called him gaily for a walk
He came with ears pricked up
I took his lead down from the hall
A naughty little pup

We skipped along to the gate
The lead tight in my hand
I knew he must not roam alone
Upon the farmer’s land

But, oh dear me, alas a cat
Came prancing down the lane
Pup made a dash, the lead was gone
He raced off like a train

And now I must go home alone
My daddy will be cross
My pup will never be well trained
If I let him get lost

Written by Daphne Wild (aged 7)

Bert’s Blog
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Writing “gags” for a living is a cut throat 
business Brad Ashton explained to the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke. The club 
for retired professional and business 
managers was amazed to hear that he 
had written over 1500 comedy shows 
for television over a working lifetime 
and the names he mentioned were 
household favourites that the audience 
recalled with ease. 

Since his retirement he has been telling 
his anecdotal tales to passengers on 
cruise ships about working with the 
comedy greats. Ted Ray, Tommy 
Trinder, Jimmy Edwards, Jon Pertwee, 
Leslie Phillips, Harry Worth and Dick 
Emery from the early days; Benny Hill, 
Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson, Frankie 
Howerd, Tony Hancock, Ken Dodd, Bob 
Monkhouse, Bernard Bresslaw, Mike 
and Bernie Winters, Morecambe & Wise 
and Little & Large were the British stars. 
And Brad worked with Groucho Marx 
for fourteen weeks on a UK tour.

Brad’s first script was broadcast on the 
wireless on 28 September 1952, but was 
unable to listen as it was Yom Kippur. “I 
come from a traditional Jewish family 
and my father would not let me turn 
on the radio during Holy Days, which I 
respected.”

“In the early 50s I found the BBC a 
bit anti-Semitic so having the Jewish 
surname of Abrahams did not help, so 
for professional reasons I changed my 
name by deed poll.”

Spike Milligan was a witness at Brad’s 
marriage in 1961 and had an office 
below Brad’s for 20 years. They would 
lunch together with Ray Galton and 
Alan Simpson, Johnny Speight and 
others. In fact there were 16 of them in 
the building and if unsure of a gag or 
routine they would pop into one of the 
other offices and try it out on each other.

Some comedians were well known for 
being a little tight over money. Brad 
gave an example “ I sold a gag to a well 
known name for £250 but six months 
later he phoned me to tell me that as  
he had not used it he wanted his  
money back.”  

Brad was asked by Ned Sherrin at the 
BBC to help decide between David 
Frost and Brian Redhead who was to 
be the anchor man on a new topical 
show called That Was The Week That 
Was. Initially Brian Redhead was ahead 
but then Brad saw David Frost handle 
a 300 strong audience with top quality 
political impersonations. 

“On the day of the show I would get all 
the newspapers, sit down by 7.00am and 
by 3pm I’d have my target of 33 gags. 
I would read them out to David in his 
dressing room at the BBC for the show 
that night and those that excited him, 
he’d remember. On average he would 
use at least fifteen in that night’s TW3. 
He was without doubt the most talented 
person I ever worked with.”

Les Dawson was another of Brad’s 
favourites and unbeknown to most, 
spoke seven languages. At lunch with 
Brad in a Chinese restaurant Les spoke 
in Mandarin for twenty minutes with 
a waiter. He was also a good pianist 
who by deliberately playing out of tune 
avoided paying royalties.

Brad went on “Everyone says, having 
written for all these comedians I must 
have had an exciting life. I probably 
did but was too busy to notice as each 
day I would be at rehearsals and script 
meetings. I slept at my desk using 
a satchel as a pillow, but they were 
marvellous experiences. The best thing 
about my profession was by not having 
to be a performer I could watch a good 
comedian get a laugh, sit back and 
think, I wrote that!”

See the Probus Club’s web site www.
probusbasingstoke.webs.com for more 
information about their activities.

Probus Hears from  
a TV Comedy Writer

CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT 
FELLOWSHIP
(BASINGSTOKE GROUP)

The Group held its Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday 2nd March 2016 
with 46 members in attendance.

The chairman, John Lambeth, welcomed 
everyone and in his report thanked 
the committee and volunteers who 
had helped to ensure that the group 
continued to fulfil a programme 
of interesting speakers and trips.  
Apologies were received and the 
minutes of the last AGM were agreed 
with no matters arising.  In his report 
the secretary, Tony Brazier, thanked 
everyone for their continued support 
in making the past year a varied and 
enjoyable one for the group.  The 
treasurer presented her report and 
accounts which were accepted.  The 
membership secretary, Sonia Waite, 
in giving her report said that she was 
pleased to see that overall numbers had 
been maintained and that there had 
been a slight increase in the number 
of members regularly attending the 
monthly meetings.  This was followed 
by the welfare officer’s report from 
Christine Broadbent after which the 
election of officers and committee for 
the forthcoming year took place.  At the 
end of the meeting a general knowledge 
quiz was held which was followed by  
the raffle and lunch at the  
Conservative Club.

The next meeting will be on 6th 
April when the speaker will be Iain 
Kennedy on Liverpool, Capital of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. The group 
meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month at Brookvale Village Hall from 
10 am - 12 noon and all retired Civil 
Servants and their partners are welcome.  
The programme of speakers and trips 
for the year can be obtained from the 
Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 
or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com.

David Cowling
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The North Hampshire Downs 
Ramblers group, is part of the 
Ramblers Association, we walk mostly 
in Hampshire and the surrounding 
countryside. In the last few months our 
group has enjoyed both walks and social 
activities. 

The group walk on both Tuesday and 
Saturday and cover both areas in and 
around Basingstoke as well as sometimes 
going further afield.

Our Tuesday morning walks, which 
are typically 6- 7 miles continues to 
attract quite a number of walkers. We 
have recently walked around Hartley 
Wintney, Frimley Green as well as in the 
Kingsclere area. We usually end up with 
an end of walk pub stop, to give people 
time for a catch up.

Our Saturday walks tend to be longer, 
with fewer walkers, and can sometimes 
take most of the day. We recently did 
a walk from Shawford to St Catherine 
hill and then picked up the Valley of 
the Fields walk back to Shawford. This 
afforded beautiful views back down over 
Winchester.  

As well as the walks, the group also 
enjoys some social activities, this 
includes an Annual Summer Picnic, 

Boys lunches and the group occasionally 
organise weekends away.

The group have an active path patrol 
group, who report problems to the local 
council and also do some work on the 
paths, which can be as varied as checking 
waymarking and replacing waymarking 
discs, minor clearing or even repairing 
stiles and gates. To date this group has 
replaced 20 gates in conjunction with the 
local council. The most recent being the 
replacement of 4 gates at Cottington Hill, 
where as well as the gates and steps being 
erected, some footpath clearance work 
was done at the same time .

Our walks are graded so you can tell 
whether a walk is right for you. The 
grading is as follows:-

Easy: Suitable for anyone who does not 
have a mobility difficulty or a specific 
health problem or is seriously unfit; 
suitable for pushchairs if they can be lifted 
over occasional obstructions. Comfortable 
shoes or trainers can be worn.

Leisurely: Suitable for reasonably fit 
people with at least a little country 
walking experience; may include 
unsurfaced rural paths. Walking boots 
and warm, waterproof clothing are 
recommended.

Moderate: Suitable for people with 
country walking experience and a good 
level of fitness; may include some steep 
paths and open country, and may be at 
a brisk pace. Walking boots and warm, 
waterproof clothing are essential.

Strenuous: Suitable for experienced 
country walkers with an above average 
fitness level; may include hills and rough 
country, and may be at a brisk pace. 
Walking boots and warm, waterproof 
clothing are essential. People in doubt 
about their fitness are advised to contact 
the organiser or leader in advance.

If you are interested in finding out 
more about the North Hampshire 
Downs group, there is more 
information on our Website. www.
northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk.

If you are new to walking and want to 
give us a try, or already walk, you would 
be given a very warm welcome by the 
Group. We hope to see you soon! 

If you are interested in joining the 
Ramblers we suggest you come along 
for a couple of walks with the group first 
to get a taster. Membership details are 
available from the Ramblers’ national 
website: www.ramblers.org.uk

Ramblers Association

WARNING
Hampshire Trading Standards Service 
would like residents to be alert to cold 
callers on the telephone or at the door 
offering free drain inspections.

Once at the address the traders will 
convince the resident to allow them to 
conduct a survey of their drains using 
high quality cameras. The residents are 
then shown footage of this inspection on 
a small video screen. 

In a number of cases they are convinced 
by the trader that their drains are 
damaged and will benefit from a relining 
of the pipework which can amount to 
thousands of pounds.

In some cases there are suggestions 
that the work is urgent and without the 
relining the pipes could collapse.

Trading Standards would advise 

consumers not to agree to work that is 
instigated as a result of a cold call, either 
on the telephone or at the door, or via a 
leaflet drop.  Consumers should obtain 
at least 3 written quotes from reputable 
businesses or traders who are either 
members of the Hampshire County 
Council Trading Standards Buy With 
Confidence Scheme or a recognised trade 
association.

Members of the Buy With Confidence 
scheme are fully audited to ensure their 
trading practices are legal, honest and 
fair.  All members have been checked 
for trustworthiness and compliance 
with consumer protection laws. Details 
can be obtained by telephoning 01962 
833620, emailingbuy.with.confidence@
hants.gov.uk or via the website www.
buywithconfidence.gov.uk

Traders who agree work at the home 
of an individual or at a place other 
than their usual business premises are 

required by law to provide consumers 
with a Notice of Right to Cancel, which 
gives consumers a 14 daycooling off 
period from the date the work starts.  So, 
legally, you may have the right to cancel 
even though work has commenced..

If anyone has any information about 
traders who are cold calling or requires 
any advice on doorstep crime they can 
contact Hampshire County Council’s

Quick Response Team on 01962 833666

(Monday – Friday 0900hrs to 1700hrs)

where specially trained officers are on 
hand to provide advice. 

If assistance is required outside of 
these hours please contact Hampshire 
Police on their non-urgent number 
101 or dial 999 if you feel threatened or 
intimidated.

E-mail: doorstep.crime@hants.gov.uk
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Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers
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In the Autumn I wrote about the options 
available to prevent disputes occurring 
in the first place through work we do to 
improve on the contracts you have and the 
Terms & Conditions you trade under. I 
also briefly referenced alternative ways of 
resolving any disputes outside of the Court. 
This is why: an increasingly austere legal 
landscape is throwing up plenty for parties 
to a dispute to consider before entering into 
formal proceedings. For starters, the Small 
Claims Track of the County Court is now 
something of a misnomer as it deals with 
claims up to £10,000 in value. It is always 
worth being mindful of the threshold for 
Small Claims as in those cases legal fees 
are not as a rule recoverable. That means 
that Claimants retaining lawyers to work 
on Small Claims cases may find themselves 
out of pocket even if they win, or at the 
very least find that the margin of victory is 
eroded by legal costs.

Current national policy is therefore fairly 
clear: when it comes to Small Claims, even 
where there are complex issues to be dealt 
with, claimants are financially incentivised 
to act in person (without lawyers). That is 
coupled with the fact that starting a claim 
is easier than ever: claims can be issued 
online now which is cheaper and more 
efficient than the paper based alternative. 
However there are still plenty of pitfalls for 
the Litigant in Person. The Court process 

is not straightforward at the best of times; 
we regularly deal with Claimants that find 
themselves in difficulty by having made 
mistakes that can stall or undermine their 
claims – whether it is understanding the 
legitimacy or quantum of a particular 
claim or dealing with procedural matters, 
it is important to get it right if you are to 
succeed. Issuing a claim in person can be a 
false economy if the claim is a non-starter 
in the first place or legal advice is needed 
later on to rectify matters for instance by 
amending a claim.

We try to address the pressure on potential 
litigants by offering initial advice for a 
fixed fee. The idea is that without the risk 
of legal costs escalating you can have your 
questions answered and establish where you 
stand legally. Our meetings are not time 
limited and are always followed up with 
a comprehensive letter of advice dealing 
with the strength of your position legally, 
the options available to you along with 
cost/risk analysis. The idea is always to put 
you in a position to make commercially 
sensible decisions. In that regard we also 
advise on the full range of options including 
alternative means of resolving matters 
outside the Courts such as mediation. 

For more information or to arrange an 
initial fixed fee appointment please call Ben 
Pearson on 01256 854 608 or email ben.
pearson@phillips-law.co.uk.

Small businesses  
and costly disputes Pt. 2

	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

By Ben Pearson
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BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Chute Pavillion (SSJ) on 
a Wednesday eve 6:45 - 7:45. Beginner & 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (6 weeks payable up front). Limited 
spaces, please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

HOME COMFORTS - FRIENDLY HELPING 
HAND IN YOUR HOME. Serving the residents 
of Sherborne St John with everyday chores or 
one off jobs, assisting you to live independently 
in your own home.*Housework * light gardening 
* washing & ironing * support & company * pet 
care* shopping. Call Laura on 01256 850316 
/ 07742 930562 or Email: homecomforts1@
outlook.com. I live in the village so happy to 
come and discuss your requirements.

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence..Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch with 
me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green.  
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and other 
collectables and am keen to buy a variety of 
items. So if you are looking to declutter, or sell 
an item or collection, give me a call. Fair prices 
offered for good items like quality china, and 
glass, old toys, dolls and teddies, books etc etc. 
Phone 07879 440478 or email  
yvonne.cox@virgin.net

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP PRACTICE? 
HAVE YOU BEEN LED A MERRY DANCE? 
Well you could be...!  Let our six piece SSJ village 
band S#arp Practice shake, rattle and roll you. 
Popular tunes from recent decades, available for 
parties, dances and fetes. Please contact Steve 
Howe on 01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

ICLEAN LOCAL Professional home and office 
cleaning service. CRB checked, fixed rate £5 off 
your first clean. Call  07516 955 709.

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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