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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Dear Editor

I would like to thank everyone who came to my aid in early 
March following a fall in Old Cranes Road, SSJ.  Particularly to 
Sam who took care of our dog and returned her home.

Since then I have had so many messages, telephone calls, visitors, flowers and get well 
cards, offers of help, including a rhubarb crumble, and a lovely poem and plant from 
the brownies, and prayers.

I am so very grateful and truly humbled.

Thank you all so much        Daphne Thirlwall

On page 6 is Reverend John Hamilton’s last contribution to the Villager.  We 
wish John and Trish a long, healthy and enjoyable retirement in their new home.    
Warren Trask arrived in January, with his wife Lisa, to be our new parish assistant.  
Any queries regarding church matters please contact Wendy Howe, Parish 
Administrator, Sherbornes with Pamber PCC phone number 01256 851616.

Magazine distribution in Monk Sherborne:
Mary Plester has ‘retired’ after very many years distributing the magazine in Monk 
Sherborne and we extend grateful thanks to her for her long-standing effort. Her 
round has been taken over by Dorinda Tanner.

Justine Walker has handed over her round to Nancy Brownlie and we thank her for 
her efforts over the past ten years.

We welcome our new distributors to the ‘healthy exercise’ it gives!

Many thanks     George Rust (who organises the distribution of the magazines) 

Front Cover
View of Lake Titicaca from the Isla del Sol on the Bolivian side of the border.  The 
lake is the highest inland lake in the world at 3,825 metres above sea level and covers 
8,300 square kilometres with a maximum length of 178 kilometres.  The border 
between Bolivia and Peru crosses across its “waist”.   At its maximum depth it is 275 
metres deep.  The French oceanographer, naturalist (and inventor of scuba diving) 
Jacques Cousteau explored the lake in the 1980s – an expedition which was very 
dangerous at the time.   

“Interestingly, though, is that the divers found the diving easier than just trying 
to breath on land at this elevation! A good old fashioned case of the bends easily 
could have resulted!”   As for the lake itself, it was NOT full of fish like Cousteau 
had assumed. Instead, fish were sparse and dying and what were thriving were some 
very weird gigantic toads!”

In the photo you can also see the Inca terraces which would have been hand-
ploughed as too steep for even mules.   At this altitude horses and oxen do not 
survive easily; alpacas are used for carrying very light loads; llamas are just plain 
difficult and apparently very fussy about what they will – or will not – carry !?
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May 2019
4 Hungerford Rock Choir, St Lawrence’s Church, Hungerford. In aid of Church & Armed Forces 2.30pm
13 Sherborne St John Parish Council AGM, Chute Pavilion. 7.30pm
13 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
13 Pelican Film Society, The First Man , The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
15 Pelican Cancer Foundation Golf Day, Donnington Valley, contact: events@pelicancancer.org
16 Sherborne St John Social Club AGM – members only
20 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
20 B/S Horticultural Society, Japanese Gardens, Graham Bowyer, Kempshott VH, visitors £3 7.30pm
20 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
22 Sherborne St John Social Club, Jazz Jam Event with Chris Cooke, bring your own instruments 8.00pm
26 Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice Choir, All Saints Church, Southern Rd, B/S.  Ark Cancer Centre 3pm

June 2019
3 Pelican Film Society, The Cold War, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
10 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
17 B/S Horticultural Society, Bees & Horticulture, John Fowler, Kempshott VH, visitors £3 7.30pm
21 The Swan,  Retro 80’s Night with DJ’s Christine & James Rowley for Ark Cancer Centre Charity 9pm – 11.30pm
22 Sherborne St John Village Fete,  Sherborne St John The Village Green/Village Hall 1.00pm-4.30pm
22 Tadley Singers, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall,  To Be Confirmed 7.30pm
22 Sherborne St John Social Club, Country & Western Night with Ruth Jones 7.30pm
22 /23 Rotary Family Festival, Castle Fields, Basingstoke 11-4pm
24 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
24 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

July 2019
1 Pelican Film Society, Green Book , The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
6 Tadley Rock Choir, Mortimer Fun Day
6 Tadley Singers Summer Concert, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
8 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
11 Hungerford Rock Choir, Hungerford Arts Festival 7.30pm
13 Tadley Rock Choir, Guide Dogs for the Blind Open Day, Burghfield
15 B/S Horticultural Society, Visit, TBA,   Tel: 01256 466281 7.30pm
22 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
22 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

August 2019
5 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
19 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
19 B/S Horticultural Society, Current Trends & Varieties in the Bulb World, Kempshott VH, visitors £3 7.30pm

September 2019
2 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
7 Monk Sherborne Fete and Horticultural Competition, Monk Sherborne Village Hall 2pm – 5pm
14-21 Sherborne St John Scarecrow Trail
16 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
16 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
16 B/S Horticultural Society,growing Flowers for Cutting, Nikki Roberts, Kempshott VH, visitors £3 7.30pm
21 Artisan Market, Sherborne St John Village Hall 11.00am–3.00pm
30 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

Future Events
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
PCSO JOHN DULLINGHAM	 john.dullingham@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr David Hughes (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Terry Buller     tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter	                  850036
MS Village Hall             		  Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com	 01256 851373	
				    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 01256 889534
			   Caretaker                                                                               	 07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241	
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003
May 2019

Contacts
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Church Matters May

I heard the story once of a rather 
reactionary Churchwarden.  He had 
been in office for 43 years.  Someone 
said to him “Wow, that’s a long innings.  
You must have seen some changes in 
that time?” “Yes”, he said with emphasis, 
“I have, and I’ve opposed every one 
of them”!  Now I do not intend either 
to praise or blame the Churchwarden, 
I didn’t know him; I was not in his 
church.  But I think he represents an 
attitude which is more widespread than 
we might care to admit.  The fact is we 
don’t like change.  There is something 
in most of us which would rather 
continue as we are whether in our lives 
personally or in our church family.

It is therefore good to prepare for any 
time of change by reminding ourselves 
that there will be aspects of any major 
change in our lives which we may 
find difficult.  Of the various times of 
change I might mention I understand 
that moving house and retirement 
are at the higher end of stressful life 
events.  As I mention this I am aware 
that we are about to experience both!  
Rather less than 2 weeks after writing 

this I shall have retired after 43 years 
in full time ordained ministry, nearly 
31 of them here in the parish of The 
Sherbornes with Pamber. Very shortly 
after that we will have moved, as they 
say, to pastures new.  Now that the 
news is out I am frequently reminded 
of the changes ahead: Where will we 
live? What are going to do with all that 
time?! Which church family will we 
become members of?  

As a Christian minister I have found 
that there is a lot of change involved 
in retirement – rather more than is the 
case in many other occupations.  The 
most obvious is that we have to move 
house.  A builder, a banker or a baker 
does not have to do that.  They stay in 
the same house when they retire – they 
just do not go out to work.  But as the 
occupants of a “tied house” we have 
to move house within a short time.  I 
am not complaining about this – the 
Lord has been good to us and we have a 
house to go to.

Then again, we have to move church.  
In my view that is absolutely right.  We 
need to leave the field clear for the new 
minister to settle in.  And it is good for 
the congregation that there should be a 
gap between one minister leaving and 
the new one arriving – as the bishop 
who ordained me in 1975 used to say, 
“There has to be a period of mourning”!  
We meanwhile are looking forward to 
getting to know our new church family 
and to making more friends there.  

It is also important to look at this 
not just from the point of view of 
the “departing incumbent” (that’s 

me!) but from the perspective of the 
congregation and also that of the new 
man. It will be some time before the 
parish knows who will be asked to 
be the new Rector.  It would not be 
surprising to find that this causes a bit 
of impatience among people wanting to 
see the new minister start.    However 
I want to encourage the church to see 
this time of “inter-regnum” as it used 
to be called – now “vacancy”! – as an 
opportunity for growth and for the 
development of the membership. Given 
the determination to work together and 
to go forward trusting God in the unity 
he gives, there could be some great 
times ahead.

Over this time the congregation needs 
to be much in prayer for the selection 
of new Rector.  Pray that the selection 
process will produce a man who is 
sound in the faith, of mature Christian 
character and able to teach the word of 
God effectively.  Pray for someone who 
is on fire for the gospel, who can step up 
to the challenge of reaching our ever-
increasing parish with the good news of 
Jesus Christ.  Pray that he will be given 
a good welcome and will speedily gain 
the respect of the congregation.  Indeed 
may this prove to be a fruitful time of 
change for all concerned.

Meanwhile, many thanks to all who 
have contributed to making the last 30 
years an enjoyable and encouraging 
time for us.

With warm greetings and best wishes 
for the future from us both, 

John & Trish Hamilton



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM: 
05 May David Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke
Encounters with Jesus
12 May John the Baptist John 1:28-34 Steve Howe
19 May Satan Luke 4:1-13 Andy Spence
26 May Fishermen Matthew 4:17-22 Warren Trask
02 June Paralysed man Mark 2:1-12 Rob Phillips

7

05 May
10am Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche

Visit of David Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke
St Andrew’s

12 May
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints

19 May
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

26 May
10am Family Service St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service The Priory

02 June
10am Family Communion St Andrew’s

Programme for May

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet during the 

week beginning Monday 13th May.

We meet for our Central prayer meeting 
on a Sunday morning at 9am in the 

Parish Room

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)



8

11

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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PARISH MATTERS
Traffic Calming measures.  The Parish 
Council are still awaiting the traffic 
calming measures on the A340 at West 
End at the entrance to the village from 
Tadley, and improvements along Vyne 
Road.  We have recently heard that work 
on the erection of gates on the A340 
should start mid-May, good news!

One of the lengthsman’s tasks is to paint 
the gates at the Vyne Road entrance 
to the village and this is scheduled for 
April.

Speed equipment – new equipment has 
been ordered and is expected to arrive 
soon.  This will replace the old, outdated 
and inefficient equipment.  Volunteers to 
help with monitoring speeding traffic are 
always needed, so if you have an hour or 
so to spare please contact Penny Mayo,  
clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk.

ROADS/TRANSPORT
The A340/Elm Road junction continues 
to be very dangerous, with accidents 

occurring all too regularly.  Steps are 
being taken to try and improve signs in 
this area.  As the viability of the bus 22 
route is in question Mr Wilkinson, who 
attends transport forums on behalf of the 
Parish Council, and the Parish Clerk will 
contact BDBC & Stagecoach to discuss 
various options re days and times to 
ensure it continues to service the Village.  
Unfortunately the 56 no longer comes 
to Sherborne St John going directly 
between Tadley and Kingsclere.

ALLOTMENTS 
There is one vacant plot and this 
is expected to be filled soon.  The 
allotments are looking well tended so 
let’s hope the current good weather 
continues.

CHUTE PAVILION
New yoga classes are due to start in 
May, these will be held on Monday and 
Thursday evenings; so get out your yoga 
mat and come along!  If you want any 
information about joining the classes 
please e mail clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.
gov.uk.

VILLAGE GREEN
Discussion regarding security around 
the village green continues, and steps 
are in place to erect suitable fencing 
in the gaps along the boundary.   For 
further details contact the parish clerk.  
The Parish Council wish to thank Mr 

John Edwards for all his help in meeting 
contractors and arranging quotes for the 
work which will hopefully be carried out 
very soon.

FINANCE
The Parish Council finances are in good 
order ready for the Audit which will be 
carried out in April.  When they have 
been approved they will be available for 
residents to view on request. Please see 
notice boards for further information 
when available.

The Chute Recreation facilities have 
had a successful year and continue to be 
self-funding carrying out improvements 
while maintaining the high standards.  
Thanks as always go to Terry Buller for 
all his efforts to ensure it runs smoothly.

Since the meeting the Parish Clerk 
has reported that her application for a 
LIF grant from BDBC of £45000 has 
been approved.  This grant is to fund 
new expensive under surface drainage 
needed on the pitches and surroundings 
to stop the water-logging at present 
which results in cancellation of many 
matches.  The work will ensure the 
grounds are usable for many years to 
come by residents, football and the 
Village school.

PLANNING
The following planning applications 
were discussed at the meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL

Application no Address Description of work Actions
19/00539/FUL 30 Manor Road demolition of existing dwelling & 

construction of 3 no 3 bedroom 
detached dwellings

The PC object to application as it is 
overdevelopment in relation to adjoining 
properties.  The style of house out of keeping 
in this location – there are no Georgian style 
houses or windows in Manor Rd.  PC concerned 
about suitability and approval from the property 
owner of the track and the implications of waste 
removal etc.  PC concerned that design plots 
2 & 3 will automatically lead to an extension 
to accommodate an extra bedroom.  The roof 
height is too high compared to the rest of Manor 
Rd.

19/00337/ROC  – Weybrook Park 
Golf Club

variation of 18/01751/FUL to allow 
tipping till 11.2019

No Objections

19/00018/OUT Land at upper 
Cufaude lane

350 dwellings & land reserved for 
primary school with ass access, 
community Facilities – demolition 
of existing farm buildings

No Objections

Trees
T/00078/19/TCA Dark Lane site No comments
T/00084/19/TCA 5 Vyne Meadows No comments
T/00110/19/TCA Springfield 

Cottage
No comments



10

Bert’s Blog  

This is me rolling in laughter at the Mrs 
and her fitness regime, which in my 
doggist opinion is not working.  I intend 
to get her walking more and more steps.  
Every morning racing down the hill 
for my walk I do not have to do much 
encouragement as she is fairly brisk.  We 
walk around looking for sticks, balls, 
smells, evidence of night visitors and 

then we walk back up the hill but believe 
me that is when the ‘fitness’ comes into 
question…

All the stick throwing, collecting spoor 
(mine), and path meandering means 
her energy levels for climbing back up 
the hill are already spent and towing 
her behind me is fairly hard work.  We 
arrive on flat ground again only to have 
the delicious silence broken with heavy 
breathing, a heated red face, bending 
double with hands on knees and 
instructions to “wait a minute”.  I have 
to turn away and feign investigating 
a nearby scent so she cannot see the 
amusement on my face.   After “several 
minutes”, we can resume upright again 
and stagger home where I am reduced 
to unmitigated mirth again tinged with 
relief that we made it.  If she thinks 
this one walk a week is working I am a 
poodle’s topknot!

My mission is to reduce the unfitness 
and spruce her up a bit so that she can 
keep up with me on the hill climbs 
and reduce the drag on the lead as 
it is giving me a pain in the neck.   
Progress is slow and steady but if I get 
too barkingly encouraging and start 
pulling her she gets a bit sharp with 
the reprimands.  Gently does it with 
nudges against her legs, the lead in my 
mouth and a wistful look on my face she 
eventually succumbs and we set off on 
another exercise, oops, I mean walk!  I 
try to remain straight faced but heard 
her tell the Boss the other day that she 
was sure she caught me laughing when 
we returned from a walk – the Boss 
and I exchanged a cautious smile as he 
commented on how fit he thought I 
looked!  Ha! What a tactician.

To read my past antics see: 
Bertsdogblog.blogspot.com

Faster, better, longer trains
If you read my last column (!), 
you’ll know I’ve been writing about 
‘Our Plan’ for a better North East 
Hampshire recently — six priorities to 
make our constituency an even better 
place to live and work. Among these 
are faster, better, longer trains. So let’s 
talk about trains.

I remember the old ‘slam door’ British 
Rail trains and I’m pleased that we’ve 
seen improvements. But we can 
probably agree that, in the past year, 
this service has simply not been good 
enough. In February this year, only 
81.2% of South Western Railway’s 
mainline services arrived at their 
destinations within five minutes of 
the scheduled time – compared to a 

national average of 89.1% - while only 
53.9% actually arrived at the scheduled 
time.

But this isn’t just about South Western 
Railway. Network Rail, which is in 
public ownership, owns and maintains 
the rail network and infrastructure – 
and many of the delays in the figures 
above will have been out of South 
Western Railway’s control, including 
those all too common signal failures. 
That’s why I don’t buy the argument 
that nationalising everything is the 
solution to our problems.

I’ve made your frustrations clear to 
both Network Rail and South Western 
Railways, and they have agreed to 
meet you to listen to what you want 

from your railway. The public meeting 
will take place in Fleet on Thursday 
20th June.   For more information, 
please visit my website: ranil.uk – or 
email me: email@ranil.uk – and please 
sign up to attend. It is important 
that we send a clear message. If you 
can’t make it, or you want to raise 
something else with me, you can 
always meet me at one of my regular 
‘Tell Ranil’ events;  again, details on 
my website!
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The Clift Surgery
Get your free Health Check 

If you are aged 40 - 74 years and don’t 
have a pre-existing health condition 
you will receive an invitation for a 
free NHS Health check through the 
post. It’s designed to spot early signs of 
stroke, kidney disease, heart disease, 
type 2 diabetes or dementia. As we 
get older, we have a higher risk of 
developing one of these conditions. An 
NHS Health Check helps find ways to 

lower this risk. By spotting warning 
signs early so much can be done to 
prevent future problems and using 
your personalised results a tailored risk 
assessment for you is done so you can 
see the benefits of taking your health 
and lifestyle into your own hands. 

In the surgery our PPG are promoting 
healthy lifestyle choices by having a 
healthy recipe on the PPG board for 
you to try and also organising the 

weekly walk based at the surgery. The 
timing of which has now changed to 
6.30pm every Wednesday evening 
starting outside the Dispensary in 
order to reach as many of our patients 
as possible. Assistance will be given to 
anyone less mobile and the walk can 
cater for all levels of fitness. 

Dr. Roisin Ward

What a pleasure in the last couple of 
Villager magazines to see the very 
colourful photographs on the front 
cover that our Editor, Julie Crawley, 
has taken during her South American 
travels.  Stunning views and memories 
for Julie I’m sure.

The War Horse at The Plough Inn will 
soon be on the move as landlord, Terry 
Brown, has had some changes made 
to the frontage of the pub. The patio 
facing the road has been extended and 
looks very smart.  And “Arthur” will 
soon to take pride of place here and be 
illuminated for everyone to admire.

Unfortunately the February Parish 
Council minutes are not yet published 
on the website so I can add nothing 
further on that front.  However, please 
do remember to vote in the local 
elections on Thursday 2nd May at your 
Polling Station.  We hope we will have 
a full house of five Parish Councillors 
who reside within the South Ward and 
have the best interests of the Ward 
at heart.  Also diary date Monday 
13th May 2019 for the Annual Parish 
Meeting at 7pm and Council meeting at 
8pm at St Stephen’s Hall, Little London.

It’s been a quiet time for singing 
unfortunately but a few events are in 

the pipeline.  Hopefully you will get 
this magazine early enough to consider 
the following choices.  Whilst a little 
further afield, why not go to beautiful 
Hungerford where the Hungerford 
Rock Choir are giving a concert at 
St Lawrence’s Church, Hungerford 
on Saturday 4th May 2019. The 
performance will be at 2:30pm and 
followed with an afternoon tea. Entry 
is free with a retiring collection being 
split between church funds and the 
West Berks Rock Choir’s current charity 
focus, SSAFA: The Armed Forces 
Charity. You will be guaranteed to have 
an excellent afternoon of entertainment.  
Later in May, on Sunday 26th at 3pm, 
the Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice 
Choir will be holding a joint concert 
with Mansfield Male Voice Choir at 
All Saints Church, Southern Road, 
Basingstoke, raising funds for The 
Ark Cancer Centre Charity.  Two 
renowned male voice choirs who will 
ensure you have an enjoyable time.  
Advance warning of Tadley Rock Choir 
appearing at the Tadley Treacle Fair in 
the late afternoon of Sunday 2nd June, 
more details to follow.

It seems the government have 
listened to views on unlawful traveller 
encampments and are considering 

making ‘intentional trespass’ a criminal 
offence and increasing the period of 
time that trespassers moved off land 
will be unable to return, and enabling 
the police to move trespassers off 
highway land, saving our councils 
having to spend money going to court.  
A follow-up petition that backs this 
change is being launched asking the 
government to get this into place.  If 
you wish to sign it and share it with 
your friends and family please use the 
link     ranil.uk/travellers

Whilst walking in the south of Pamber 
Forest we and other neighbours have 
noticed some sets of metal steps with a 
platform at the top which are strapped 
to trees.  Whilst these vaguely look 
like bird watching platforms, they are 
very exposed affording no cover for 
any watchers and set in areas where 
there are not many trees as suitable 
nesting sites.  Views on these would be 
appreciated please.

Hopefully Spring will have reliably 
arrived as we move into May.  One 
minute it is too hot and the next the 
heating goes back on.  Whatever comes, 
enjoy.

Ann Ellis 
annjellis@googlemail.com

Pamber Green, Pamber End and Little London notes
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch  
– Sherborne St John
GOOD NEWS 
Soon after the April issue of The 
Villager went to press I was informed 
by the police that the three schemes I 
was worried about were now “defunct”. 
I asked for an exact meaning of that 
term but have so far received no 
answer. However, subsequent events 
may well mean that these will all be 
resurrected.

Weybrook Court and Monk 
Sherborne Road 
First I heard that Jane Shelvey had 
enquired about the West End scheme 
although living outside it. I called 
her and she has agreed to become 
Scheme Co-ordinator for Weybrook 
Court and Monk Sherborne Road, 
her appointment has now received 
police approval. Some membership 
records have been passed on by her 
predecessor. It will save some work 
if any readers in this area e.mail   
JShelvey@lillydown.co.uk giving their 
postal address, email address and 
telephone number. In May she will 
start to canvas for further members 

Spring Close and The 
Severals 
As a direct result of The Villager for 
April I was contacted by Jane Bechelet 
on April 2 and we met to discuss 
details the same day and agreed to 
proceed. The application for Jane’s 
check was emailed to the police office 
on 4 April, I am confident that she will 
be approved. We will then prepare for 
the scheme to relaunch in early May. 
Some membership records have been 
passed on to me by Rene Tonon Jane’s 
predecessor. It will save some work 
if any readers in this scheme  e.mail  
janeg113@btinternet.com giving their 
postal address, email address and 
telephone number. In May she will 
start to canvas for further members.

Tyfield 
The police prematurely declared this 
scheme defunct although Carole 
Stanley will continue until she 
relocates which will not be before 
September. I now have two people 
neither of which could take over now 
but will be available in the Autumn 

so the scheme is secure and I have 
advised the police accordingly.   Your 
contact is Carole Stanley email  
carole_stanley@yahoo.co.uk  telephone 
851250

West End 
We have now signed up enough 
members to meet the police criteria 
but we will be very pleased to receive 
more.  I will now ask the police to 
formally activate the scheme and 
arrange to erect  signage and distribute 
window stickers etc.   Your contact 
is Mike Perman at Mongers email  
brenda@amongerltd.com  telephone 
850025

Finally a thank you to all the past, 
present and future co-ordinators for 
their support.

Ted Wilkinson, Area Co-ordinator for 
Sherborne St John

Update from a Hospital Governor
The reality is that for all of us at some 
stage in our lives we are going to need 
the support of our local hospital.  In 
the case of our local NHS Foundation 
Trust, following  its recent inspection 
when it was rated as ‘Requires 
improvement’, much has happened, 
with some very encouraging signs 
of key improvements, thanks to the 
incredible hard work of staff, although 
greatly stretched as a result of both the 
NHS currently being short of funds, 
but also staff shortages.

To be more specific, I was on the panel 
selecting, two excellent Non Executive 
Directors for the Trust;  Simon Holmes 
formerly a highly respected Urology 

consultant at Portsmouth, and Ruth 
Williams with immense nursing 
experience, with an emphasis on 
quality maintenance. For those with 
children who have had the unhappy 
experience of having recently had to 
take them to A & E, what a change you 
will have noticed, and what a much 
more inviting child centred focus 
it now has.  Finally, I have had the 
privilege of judging the latest round 
of ‘WOW’ awards, which are designed 
to recognise those who have shown 
outstanding care – what a challenge 
with so many amazing stories of 
those who have gone beyond their 
duty, and the compassion of staff and 
commitment to their patients.

To find out more as to what is 
happening during this period of 
rapid change in the NHS, why not 
become a Trust member, it is free to 
anyone over 16.  To join either go to 
the website hampshirehospitals.nhs.
uk/get involved or email Hampshire.
hospitals@hhft.nhs.uk, alternatively 
pick up a leaflet in the hospital.  
Membership will not only give you 
an insight into what is happening, but 
information on open days and health 
focus events, and of course the right to 
participate in the election of your local 
governor, who is there to ensure the 
Board of the Trust is working well.

Keith Bunker
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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4

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School   
Although the weather became 
noticeably colder, there was a definite 
spring in our step as we approached 
the end of last term! This was literally 
true for Class 4, who performed their 
dance routines to ‘Lean on Me’ and 
‘Giants’ to the school and parents as the 
culmination of their dance lessons with 
coach Faye.

We all had experience of interpretive 
dance with Blair from West End 
at the start of Book Week; he ran 
workshops for all the classes resulting 
in performances of ‘Where the Wild 
Things Are’, ‘The Iron Man’ and ‘Gangsta 
Granny’ through dance and music.  
We also had a visit from author and 
illustrator Sophie Ambrose, who 

inspired the children to write their 
own storybook, and the staff shared 
some of their favourite stories with the 
children. At the end of the week, we all 
dressed up as a book character, resulting 
in a plethora of Potters (Harry), a 
wonderment of Where’s Wallies and a 
great selection of fairy stories, as well as 
the staff dressed as crayons (from The 
Day the Crayons Quit).

There was a second opportunity to dress 
up as the Infants celebrated a medieval 
day, with knights, jesters, musicians, 
servants and even a queen or two 
around to enjoy the fun. They enjoyed 
a medieval banquet and took part in a 
medieval dance. This was a great finale 
to the project on Castles. 

At the end of term we had our Easter 
service at St Andrew’s Church, saying 
farewell to the Rector who has been a 
school governor for over 30 years and 
has regularly visited the school for 
Collective Worship.  We send him our 
best wishes for his retirement.

The term ended with the Easter 
bonnet parade.  As usual, there was 
hot competition for the prizes, which 

included the 
most Eggciting 
hat, the most 
Springlike hat 
and the most 
Chocolatey 
hat!  Luckily 
the sun came 
out for us and 
we were able to 
parade around 
the playground, 
enabling the 
parents to have 
a great view of the amazing array of 
Easter bonnets on display!

By the time this is printed, we will be 
back at school for the Summer Term 
and our first big event, which is the May 
Festival on 10th May, when, weather 
permitting, we will be celebrating with 
maypole and country dancing and a 
barbeque. 

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent

Monk Sherborne Village Fete fruit and veg competition classes
Vegetables	 Novelty	 Flowers 

1. Five potatoes	 12. Heaviest marrow	 16. A vase of five flowers  
2. Five large or medium tomatoes	       or courgette	       (any one sort) 
3. Five cherry or plum tomatoes	 13. Heaviest carrot	 17. Two roses  
4. Three carrots	 14. Ugliest vegetable	 18. A flower arrangement  
5. Three leeks	 15. Longest runner bean 	       (60cms diam max) 
6. Two courgettes 		  19. Three dahlias                                                           
7. Five beans (any sort)                                                                      

	 Children’s classes	 Home cooking

	 20. A miniature garden	 25. A chocolate cake (men only) 
Fruit         	 21. A flower arrangement	 26. A fruit cake	  
8. Five apples (any sort)	 22. A Mr Potato head	 27. A jar of jam  
9. Dish of raspberries	 23. A painting	 28. A jar of marmalade 
10 .Three figs	 24. Best scarecrow   
11 .Five pears (any sort)                   

To enter, simply turn up at the Village Hall on Saturday 7th September between 09.00 and 11.00 with your entries. You will 
be asked to make out a card for each entry, with the category number and description on one side and your name on the 
other. Then you will be shown where to place your entries. 

Entries are free and there will be a first prize of £1 and a rosette for each winner.

Bill Hayter
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All aspects of vehicle 
servicing and repairs

Local friendly garage
located in A Mongers Yard

Tel: Luke 07931 670 882   email: luke@lcautocare.co.uk
Unit 10, A Mongers Yard, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE

NEWLY OPENED
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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CREATING 
SPACE THE  
EASY WAY!
We help utilise the lost space in your 
loft space with quick and affordable 
loft access and storage solutions.

OUR SPECIALIST SERVICES
• Loft ladders & loft hatches

• Boarding, lighting & insulation

YOUR PEACE OF MIND
• Professional & friendly

• No fuss or mess

• Min. 5 year ladder guarantee

HUGE BENEFITS
• De-clutter your home

• Create up to a third more space

• Gain safe & easy loft access

01256 688648
WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

e
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Sherborne St John Tennis Club
At the AGM in April it was unanimously agreed that John and Elizabeth Edwards from Vyne Meadow, SSJ 
should both be made honorary members of the Tennis Club in recognition of all their constant, hard work 

over the last 40 years in aid of the Club.

This year the Club was given 10 pairs of Wimbledon tickets to be offered up for sale to members who had 
opted in to the LTA ballot.

Tennis drills are now taking place at the tennis courts every Wednesday evening 7 – 8pm (weather 
permitting) with Andy the tennis coach – just turn up and take part - £8 per person.

Thursday mornings:  10 – 11.30am   We are also hoping – if there is enough interest – that we will have 
a coach on hand once a month to help each of us with our game – cost to be arranged.   Contact Julie 

Crawley julcrawley13@gmail.com for more details.   

Annual subscriptions:  family   = £60;  Couples = £50;  Single = £35;  Students = £15 and juniors = £10.    
Contact paul.v.saunders@hsbc.com for membership form.
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Sherborne St John  
Women’s Fellowship
Hats! Hats! Hats! Confronted by a table 
full of hats, trimmings, hat-blocks and 
a mirror, we could settle down to an 
interesting and enjoyable afternoon.  
Sophie Fryer’s talk was called ‘Hats off 
to Couture Millinery’ and she explained 
that a couture hat was hand-sewn 
and made for you personally. She 
recommended trying on shop-bought 
hats to find a shape that suited the face 
and then, for a special occasion, having 
one made. A bought hat for a lady would 
measure 22.5 inches in circumference 
and be machine made.  As a child, 
Sophie had always enjoyed trying on 
hats in shops with her mother and when 
she was 50 she decided to learn to make 
herself a hat and has been making hats 
ever since.  Hand-made hats are made 
on a wooden block, often of an African 
wood so soft that pins can be used 
on it.  Sophie has a friend who hand-
turned special blocks for her.  Blocks can 
cost £150, but hats can be made using 
buckram which is moulded when damp 
and is much cheaper, but less durable.  In 
the 1500s a milliner was someone who 
sold hats imported from Milan, but hats 
go back at least to the Stone Age, when 
they were made of animal skin.  Babies 
need hats to prevent heat loss.  In Roman 
and Ancient Egyptian Society hats 
were a mark of rank and a skullcap was 
given as a mark of freedom.  These were 
usually made of cloth.  Nomadic tribes 
in Asia invented a coarse woollen felt but 
in the 1600s it was made of rabbit and 
beaver fur.  Milan and Florence remain 
centres of hat making. In England, Luton 
became a centre for hat making both in 
felt and plaited straw.  The Luton football 
team is still called the Hatters.  A section 
of the Luton museum is devoted to the 
craft, which involved several dangerous 
processes.  The use of mercury, which 
is poisonous, led to the saying ‘mad 
as a hatter’.  Stockport also has a hat 
museum as it too made felt hats.  It is 
said that when people started travelling 
by car, they stopped wearing hats and 
the commercial industry virtually died.  
Today hats are worn by the Queen 
and other royal ladies and for special 
occasions such as weddings or Ascot.  

We all remembered Mrs Shilling whose 
hats were made by her son David.  Noted 
present day milliners such as Stephen 
Jones, Philip Somerville, Philip Treacy, 
Frederick Fox, Rose Cory (who trained 
Sophie) create hats for the cat-walk, 
stage and private customers, often using 
natural fibres, cotton and straw, leather, 
feathers. 

Materials for hats are often used wet 
or damp or steamed.  If cut on the bias 
they can be stretched to fit.  A silk hat 
needs a structure and the base can be felt 
or canvas and is made in two stages on 
the block which is a lot of work.  Each 
part takes approximately one hour, first 
the crown, then the base, binding, then 
steaming and drying, which explains the 
expense.  Petersham ribbon used inside 
can alter the sizing.  An extra piece can 
make a hat fit more snuggly. Measuring 
should be done from the front to the 
back of the head rather than using the 
circumference.  When choosing a hat it 
is important to check the shape rather 
than the colour.  A hat should be worn 
tipped forward and over the right or left 
eye depending on the dominant hand. 
Sophie recommended that a fascinator 
should be held in place with elastic, as a 
comb or band could slip or dig in.  Many 
hats are now made using a banana-based 
material called sinamay which looks 
like woven canvas and was originally a 
packing material from China. As well as 
couture, Sophie also works in AmDram, 
which requires different techniques.  At 
the end of her talk Sophie was thanked 
by Jean Linford who told of a lady who 
flew to Milan with an empty case and 
brought back seven hats.  We were then 
able to try on all the different styles that 
we had been admiring on the table.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7 May 
when we shall have a speaker from the 
gardening charity Thrive and also have a 
Plant and Produce Stall.   On 4 June we 
have a talk on the History and Ecology 
of the New Forest.  Visitors are welcome.
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Developing the talents of our youths
We hear a lot today about youths and 
the negative side of things. Across 
the country Rotary Clubs are helping 
develop youth talents through a number 
of initiatives.

In Basingstoke we have just had the 
Young Technologist competition. 
This annual competition attracted 21 
teams on Thursday 14th March. It was 
encouraging to see the teams working so 
well designing and producing a vehicle 
which would run uphill.

Two of the winning teams were from 
Forthill School. The third winner was 
QMC.

Another initiative is the annual 
Rotary Young Musician Competition. 
It culminates in the awarding of the 

Rotary Young Musician titles to one 
vocalist and one instrumentalist but 
more importantly it offers to so many 
youngsters across Great Britain and 
Ireland the opportunity to develop 
their musical talent and their personal 
confidence. 

It all starts with local competitions 
organised by individual Rotary Clubs. 
Basingstoke Rotary utilised QMC last 
November. These initial events provide 
young musicians under the age of 18 
with the opportunity to display their 
talents and for most this is their first 
experience of performing in front of an 
audience. In 2017 750-800 Rotary Clubs 
participated giving some 8000 young 
musicians this experience. 

Other initiatives include Young Chef 
where entrants plan and cook a three 
course meal, develop their food 
presentation skills and gain experience 
in high pressure situations and Young 
Photographer among others.

You can learn more about these 
initiatives or become a ‘friend of 
Rotary’ and help our community. We 
are organising a Family Festival at the 
Basingstoke Cricket Club in the centre 
of town - RG21 3DR – on Saturday 
and Sunday 22 and 23 June. Free entry, 
entertainments and food. Come along, 
support local charities and find out 
more. 
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BATS - The Madness Musical
BATS Next Gen (winners of 2 Regional 
NODA Awards in March 2019) are 
proud to announce their forthcoming 
production of Our House. 

This high energy, funny, yet thought-
provoking musical takes us back to 
the 1980s and features the music of 
Madness, including “Baggy Trousers”, It 
must be love”, “Driving in my car” and 
of course “Our House”.

Joe Casey is trying to impress his new 
girlfriend, Sarah, on the night of his 
16th birthday.  He breaks into a brand 
new, unoccupied block of flats owned by 
local property developer Mr Pressman.  
The police turn up and Joe must decide 
whether to run or face the music.  At 
this point his life splits into two and 
we see the consequences of both these 
decisions on Joe, his family and on 
Sarah.   Just how difficult can it be to 
make the right choice?

The show runs at The Haymarket, 
Basingstoke from the 25th - 27th July. 
Performance on the 25th-27th July at 
7.30pm, with a matinee performance on 
Saturday the 27th July at 2:30pm. 

Ticket prices (inclusive of £2 booking 
fee): Adults - £19.50

Concessions (under 16s, over 65s) - 
£17.50

Available online via www.anvilarts.org.
uk or tel 01256 844844 or in person at 
the Anvil Box Office, Churchill Way, 
Basingstoke. 

Director is John Eddie. Musical Director 
is Rachel Glover. 

Choreography by Debbie Hemmings 
and Jade Hollingshead.

(The following has to be displayed as 
part of the licence arrangement on all 
flyers.etc and online advertising)

OUR HOUSE BY Tim Firth.  Music and 
lyrics by Madness

Our House was first produced at the 
Cambridge Theatre, London on 28th 
October 2002.

Producers were Tiger Aspect 
Productions, Rupert Lord, Andre 
Ptaszynski and Phil McIntyre in 
association with Madness

This amateur production is presented 
by arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (Europe)

All authorised performance materials 
are also supplied by MTI Europe

www.mtishows.co.uk
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Have a go at Croquet and Bowls
For the first time in Basingstoke you 
can play two very different games at the 
same place. The merger of Thornycroft 
Bowls Club and Basingstoke Croquet 
Club means both games are being played 
at the bowls green. Most people have a 
fair idea of how bowls is played however 
croquet is a closed book to most but is a 
wonderful game that makes you think as 
well as giving some gentle exercise.

On Saturday 11th May we shall be 
holding an open day at our site which is 
beside the large carpark off St Andrew’s 

road in South Ham (RG22 6TP). You can 
come and have a go at bowls or croquet 
or both if you wish. Come at any time 
between 10am and 4pm. You don’t need 
any special equipment other than flat 
shoes/trainers to wear on the green.

If you can’t come on the 11th May then 
for croquet only come any Saturday 
morning at 10am and you will be made 
most welcome. You can find more on our 
website at www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk 
– we shall be delighted to see you!

Little 
London 
Ping 
Pongers 
are go!
Fancy a game of table tennis?  Why not 
come along to St Stephen’s Hall, Little 
London at 7pm on Tuesdays.  £2 per 
player, with all proceeds going towards 
the upkeep of the hall. Two full size 
table tennis tables, plus bats and balls 
provided.

For more information, contact Ian 
Rosewell on 07768 574400 or at 
rosewellian@aol.com



30

Probus hears about the  
RFC & RAF in WW1

Probus Club member, retired RAF Wing Commander Bryan 
Jenkins gave a presentation about the growth of the Royal 
Flying Corps during the Great War. 

Military thinking in 1910 was that aeroplanes had no 
potential use in war. General Haig thought in July 1914 that 
reconnaissance was the cavalry’s role. By September this 
changed when basic aerial reconnaissance enabled the British 
Expeditionary Force to win a critical battle.

Aviation had to rethink its design and production. There 
was no domestic production with much reliance on French 
aircraft and engines.   Failure to fire through the propeller 
was overcome by having the propeller at the rear of the 
pilot. By 1915 the German Fokker Eindecker monoplane 
had overcome this technicality and had superior aerial 
performance than any British design. Manfred von 
Richthofen flew a Fokker tri-plane credited with 80 “kills”, 
becoming known as the Red Baron.

Early aerial battles were not successful.  Our planes strafed 
enemy infantry and bombed airfields, factories and 
transportation facilities. Average life expectancy of a pilot 
on the Western Front was only 23 days, some for only three 
days. Of 10,000 RFC airmen who lost their lives, 4,000 died 
in training, 4,000 in post training and only 2,000 killed as a 
result of enemy action.

Aircraft production increased but the front line was always 
waiting for replacements due to insufficient engines.  By 1918 
there were over 4,000 planes in storage waiting for an engine.

In 1914 the Royal Flying Corps had 2073 personnel. By 1919 
there were 4,000 combat aircraft and 114,000 personnel in 
150 squadrons. Eleven members of the RFC were awarded 
the Victoria Cross.

The RFC started with very little, poor equipment.  At the end 
they had better machines, better engines and better pilots 
than existed anywhere in the world. On 1st April 1918 the 
RFC became the Royal Air Force.

See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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Hugging has become a newsworthy topic lately, particularly given the allegations levelled at Sir 
Philip Green the owner of Top Shop and other high street stores.  Also even more recently was 
the news that Ray Kelvin, the founder and chief executive of the fashion chain Ted Baker was 
accused of misconduct including inappropriate hugging.

At least 50 employees recorded incidents that they regarded as harassment and more than 2,000 
employees signed a petition to draw attention to the problem. 

There were claims that as well as engaging in frequent and inappropriate hugging, Mr Kelvin 
had asked some female employees to sit on his knee, cuddle him and allow him to massage 
their ears. Mr Kelvin denies all allegations of misconduct, but he did resign in the face of these 
allegations against him.

This may be an extreme example, but it does raise the question as to when physical contact such 
as hugging is acceptable and when it becomes unacceptable behaviour.  What are the boundaries 
when it comes to physical contact in the workplace?

Naturally behaviour such as inappropriate touching, unwarranted or dominating physical 
contact and sexual advances are completely unacceptable.  However, not all physical contact is 
inappropriate. Many people do engage in hugging at work within quite acceptable boundaries 
and between consenting adults, the emphasis being on “consenting”.  A sincere hug can be 
emotionally uplifting, especially if discussing ill health, comforting someone who has received 
bad news or in the course of a celebration.  Huggers should still be mindful that not everyone 
welcomes physical contact and to be aware of this and exercise some common sense.

The law regards unwanted physical contact as a violation of a person’s rights. It is therefore 
particularly important that managers and figures in authority do not take advantage of their 
position or make employees feel uncomfortable.  Employees often feel that if they object to 
inappropriate physical contact it could jeopardise their career or even result in them losing their 
job. However, if a boss or someone in a position of authority forces an employee into a hug or 
any other physical contact that makes their employee feel uncomfortable or even violated, this 
should be reported to their HR department, a director or person in authority or a trade union 
representative or the behaviour is likely to continue. If the matter is not resolved appropriately 
and immediately then it is advisable to take specialist legal advice.

Hugging in the workplace  
– is it acceptable? 	 LEGAL 

	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

At Phillips Solicitors our Employment Law team will be happy to assist you with any 
aspect of employment law. For advice please contact Gill Brown on 01256 854605 or email 
gill.brown@phillips-law.co.uk or visit www.phillips-law.co.uk
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JRG LANDSCAPES Professional gardening 
and landscaping services. View our previous 
work at www.jrglandscapes.com Call John on 
07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

PRIVATE QUALIFIED CARER I have NVQ, 
DBS checked, Dementia experience, Mental 
Health and 14 years all round care of the elderly 
with public liability insurance.  Sitting services, 
shopping, social outings, befriending, light 
housework, help with bathing/personal care.  
Michele West  07966067347.

ANY PROBLEMS WITH PCS, LAPTOP OR 
PRINTERS? I cover all Apple products(Ipad/
iPhones/Macs), windows & Android, IP 
cameras, Tv’s. Any networking issue or viruses 
every job undertaken. Please contact DVM 
TECHNO SOLUTIONS by email; varunmat@
gmail.com or mobile 07526 196891.  Check out 
our website on www.dvmtechnosolutions.com.

WANTED – PART TIME CARER. for young 
physically fit autistic man in Sherborne St 
John.  Above average hourly rate.  Phone 
Helen on 01256 851330.

HOLIDAY HOME TO RENT IN CORNWALL 
Lovely family house sleeping 9 available to rent 
in North Cornwall. Situated between Rock and 
Polzeath; 5 mins walk from Daymer Bay. Surfing, 
sailing and golf within easy reach. Enclosed 
garden. Competitive rents, £850 - £1850 pw, 
dependent on season. Contact 01256 851117 or 
07932 978269.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.To book a classified advert for the Villager, 

register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Weather Winter into Spring 2018-19
Overall 2018 was a warm year with 
rainfall very close to average (97%) 
but this disguises some quite extreme 
months.  There were only 2 months with 
below average temperatures (Feb and 
March) and then only slightly; but the 
summer months (meteorologically June, 
July and August) were exceptionally hot 
and dry – almost 4 degrees above average 
throughout and rainfall only 23% of what 
we would normally expect.  July was the 
hottest month with temperatures above 
30 Celsius (86F) on 11 days – in some 
years we don’t even see a single day with 
that kind of temperature.  The ground 
was cooked and the grass brown and 
lifeless resulting in exceptionally difficult 
grazing conditions for livestock.

December 2018 was a very cloudy 
(dismal) month and wet, consequently 
temperatures were above the normal by 
1.5 C – the frequent cloud cover reduced 
radiation cooling at night.  January 2019 

was, as usual, chilly with many air frosts 
but temperatures were only a little below 
the norm; however it was a dry month 
with no rain for the first 14 days and not 
a great deal thereafter.  But there was a 
significant snowfall starting about 8pm 
on the 31st and finally petering out  by 
the evening of the 1st of Feb – this was 
the beginning of a week of wet weather 
with considerable rainfall; it then became 
mainly dry with several days of unbroken 
sun at the end of the month with some 
extraordinary warm days (for Feb) with 
19.6C on the 26th, giving an average 
daytime temperature for the whole 
month of 3.4C above average, but the 
clear skies did lead to low night-time 
temperatures and air frosts.

March 2019 was quite unsettled with 
several major storms seriously affecting 
Northern Britain and many days with 
rain, but, after the 16th, there was no rain 
and plenty of sunshine and some good 

warm days.  Unlike 2018, Feb and March 
2019 were warm months.

April 2019 has reverted to type (so far), 
it is often a cold month but, maybe, after 
the warm start to the year we can but 
hope for good growing weather to come!

Again in 2019 there have been fewer 
than normal significant winter 
Scandinavian or Siberian anticyclones 
(bringing very cold east or northeast 
winds from Siberia) the anticyclones 
that did occur were of limited duration 
and not seriously cold and mostly with 
east or southeast winds; this has been 
an important factor leading to milder 
than usual conditions across northern 
Europe and into Russia, although snow 
accumulations in parts of Norway must 
have been enormous.

David Cullum. Tel. 850315
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