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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

I think we could all agree that 2018 has been quite a year ! Extreme weather: “The 
Beast from the East” in March, a summer too hot for some; Trump arriving in the 
White House (much to everyone’s surprise), the Salisbury attack, world events,  and 
of course the Brexit dilemma. Despite everything we have arrived at Christmas, and 
on behalf of the Villager team I would like to wish all our readers, contributors and 
advertisers a very peaceful and calm Christmas and New Year.  

There will be no issue of the Villager in February to give the editorial team a break 
but please remember we would love to receive any photos or pieces that you think 
might be of interest to our other readers.

Julie Crawley

Allotments in Sherborne St John 2018
There are 3 allotments sites at present in the Sherborne St John Parish. There are 
plots available on the Moss Hill & Sunnyside A340 sites.

The yearly costs  are small - £25, standard - £45, and large - £55 with a discount for 
anyone living in the Parish who is over 65 years of age so if you are interested please 
contact me.

So contact me if you fancy growing your own vegetables – hard work 
but VERY rewarding and there are many people already there who are 
happy to help with advice to ensure your success!!

Contact Penny by e mail clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk   or by phone 0118 933 
2379 with your preference and contact details (including your address)

Armistice Evening in aid of Monk Sherborne Village Hall Appeal
An excellent evening was held on 9th 
November in MS Village Hall. Trench 
stew and Apple Brown Betty were 
much enjoyed by those who attended 
– many in appropriate costumes. A jive 
demonstration was given by Mo and 
Kate Stoner and then many “cut the rug” 
to music from the 40s and 50s.                 

Our thanks to Mike and Kathy Wilson for a great evening                             
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December 2018
2 Advent Carol Service at Pamber Priory 5.00pm

3 Pelican Film Society, Secret Life of Bees, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm

4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – A Christmas Carol, SSJ Village Hall,  2.00pm

8 Hook Choral Society, Mini Cracker Event, St Johns Church, Hook, RG27 9ED 5.00pm – 8.00pm

9 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Christmas Concert, Carnival Hall

10 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Christmas Party/Buffet, tickets only,  Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm

10 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

10 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm

14 Hook Choral Society, Barrett Homes Christmas Event, Chapel Gate, RG21 5TB, 5.00pm – 7.00pm

17 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

19 Sherborne St John Social Club:  Christmas Draw

19 Sherbornes with Pamber Toddler Group Service, St Andrews Church, Sherborne St John 10.00am

22 Hook Choral Society Christmas Concert St Johns Church Hook RG27 9ED. T: £8+m.wine@3.15pm 4.00pm

24 Hook Choral Society, Christmas at Heckfield Place, RG27 0LD 6.00pm – 7.00pm

24 Crib Service, All Saints Church, Monk Sherborne 5.00pm

24 Midnight Communion at Pamber Priory 11.15pm

25 Family Service, All Saints Church, Monk Sherborne 9.30am

25 Family Service, St Andrews Church, Sherborne St John 10.45am

31 Sherborne St John Social Club:  Rock the New Year in with Kaboodle. Members £8, Guests £10 8.30pm till late

January 2019
7 Pelican Film Society, The Guernsey Literacy & Potato Peel Pie Society, Guests welcome £6, The Ark 7.30pm

8 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – To be advised at a later date,  2.00pm

12 Sherborne St John Social Club: Quiz Night 8.00pm

17 Sherborne St John Social Club: Wine Tasting.  £10pp pay a week in advance at bar

February 2019
4 Pelican Film Society, Moonlight, Guests welcome £6, The Ark 7.30pm

March 2019
4 Pelican Film Society, First Man, Guests welcome £6, The Ark 7.30pm

Future Events
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 16493 Luke ROBINSON 	 luke.robinson@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Or JOHN DULLINGHAM 	 john.dullingham@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Alan Brown	 324450
			   Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter	                  850036
MS Village Hall             		  Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com	 01256 851373	
				    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 01256 889534
			   Caretaker                                                                               	 07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com  		
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003
November 2018

Contacts
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Church Matters December

Once again Christmas is coming upon 
us with amazing speed!  It seems to be 
the case every year, almost as soon as 
the school Half Term has passed.  Top 
of the domestic agenda of course is 
sorting out who is going to be where on 
the Day, but, given that, the next thing 
is the presents!

The problem is to know what to buy 
– don’t we hear ourselves saying this 
already?  It is so difficult in our well-off 
society, or at any rate that part of it in 
which we happen to live.  Others – some 
in this country and perhaps the majority 
overseas – don’t have this problem 
because, quite frankly, they cannot afford 
to give the members of their families 
any presents at all.  This puts our little 
difficulties in perspective.  

There are of course many other pitfalls 
that beset the present giver!  The 
recipient may not like the gift.  In 
one family I knew if they were given 
something that didn’t appeal they 
simply gave it back!  Or it may be 
that the present has gone out of date.  

Increasingly people have a large number 
of electronic consumer durables – 
computers, cameras and coffee machines 
for example.  Perhaps we could buy 
an attachment for one of those?  But 
extreme care is required here: we may 
get the wrong thing, or it may have gone 
out of date, or even if it hasn’t the user 
may have switched to a new model.

It is a feature of our age that things go 
out of date while they are still perfectly 
OK.  They’re obsolete before they cease 
to work.  Take for example the roll film 
camera.  No doubt we all had one or 
perhaps several.  We probably still have 
them hanging around in a cupboard 
somewhere.  They were good cameras; 
we used to enjoy using them; they were 
faithful friends for years.  They would 
still work fine given the chance but the 
fact is that they have been completely 
superseded by digital cameras and we 
are never going to use them again.

Some seem to see the Christian faith 
in this light.  They consider that it has 
had its day – still around for a few but 
with no real part to play in our modern 
digital world.  The trappings are still 
enjoyed, especially at weddings for 
example, and in particular at Christmas.  
But the substance is obsolete in the eyes 
of most people. 

By contrast at one time Christian 
teaching was largely accepted both in 
terms of belief – who God is and how 
to know Him, and behaviour – how the 
facts about God should impact our lives.  
Christian truth shaped our society – it 

is responsible for the freedom we enjoy 
today.  But now the general attitude is 
that Christianity has been relegated to 
the sidelines, coming a poor third after 
secularism and other religions.  If it helps 
you that’s OK of course, says modern 
man, but do realise that it is obsolete. 

This easy confidence of modern man is a 
delusion and a snare.  The vast majority 
of our fellow men and women are caught 
by it.  Christianity is not obsolete and no 
revolution, whether digital or of another 
kind will make it so.  No, Christianity is 
absolute truth.  Listen to this:

In the past God spoke to our forefathers 
through the prophets at many times and 
in various ways, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he made the universe. The Son is 
the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being....1

Jesus is God’s final word to man.  There 
has been no further revelation after 
him and there will be none.  What we 
celebrate at Christmas is the eternal God 
himself becoming man.  This is absolute 
truth.  Of course if this truth were merely 
relative then it could become obsolete.  
But as this truth is absolute nothing can 
make it out of date.  That’s why we wish 
one another Happy Christmas. 

John Hamilton

1	 Hebrews 1:1-3



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

9 DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
Starts at 5 pm but please come to church at 4.15 pm to make your “Christingle”.  
GIFTS OF TOYS (New and Unwrapped) are welcome and will be distributed through the Salvation Army.

16 DECEMBER CHILDREN’S CAROLS.
Children are invited to dress up as any character from the Nativity story.

PREACHING on SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10 a.m. 
02 Dec Greater things than these John  5:16-30 Andrew King
09 Dec The testimony of scripture John  5:31-47 John Hamilton & Andy Spence
16 Dec A sign from the Lord Isaiah 7:14 John Hamilton
23 Dec A son is born Isaiah 9:2,6,7 Steve Howe
30 Dec A sure foundation Isaiah 28:16 John Hamilton	

7

02 December
10am Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
5pm Advent Carols Pamber Priory

09 December
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints
4.15 for 5pm CHRISTINGLE SERVICE (see below) St Andrew’s

16 December
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
4.30pm CHILDREN’S CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT (see below) St Andrew’s
6.30pm CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT St Andrew’s

23 December
10am Morning Service (Sunday Club in the Rectory)

24 December
5pm Christmas Eve Crib Service All Saints
11.15pm Midnight Communion Priory

25 December
9.30am Christmas Day Family Service All Saints
10.45am Christmas Day Family Service St Andrews

followed by Holy Communion

30 December
10am Family Service St Andrew’s

Programme for December

Christmas Cards
As last year church members are encouraged to wish one another happy 
Christmas by signing one big card in church rather than sending cards 

individually. The money thus saved may be given to the missions we 
support. The card will be in St Andrews throughout December and 

giving envelopes will be available.

Advent Carols
Sunday 2 December at 5pm

A selection of carols and seasonal hymns  
with Bible readings at Pamber Priory

Note the early start.  
Mince Pies to follow.

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the week of Monday 10 December.  This month there won’t be a Central Fellowship meeting.
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

06 January
10am Family Communion Service St Andrew’s

13 January
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints

20 January
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

27 January
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service Priory

03 February
10am Parish Communion Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

Programme for January

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the weeks of Monday 7 & 21 January.

We meet once a month, normally on the third Tuesday, for Central Fellowship. 
However this month Central Fellowship will be on the 29th. 

Coffee at 7.45pm followed by Bible study discussion and prayer; finish at 9pm
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Vandalism
As detailed in last month’s Villager 
there appears to be an increasing level 
of indiscriminate vandalism/nuisance 
behaviour in the village. Since the last 
Villager an un-occupied property has 
had its windows broken and there is 
evidence of alcohol being used in/
around the property. The police have 
been informed.

Combine the above with all the other 
recent incidents then it becomes a sad 
reflection on the anti-social behaviour 
of probably a small number of mindless 
miscreants.

If you do have any information please 
do call 101, the Police non-emergency 
number, or use the following link

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/
report/ocr/how-to-report-a-crime/

Remembrance Sunday
By the time you receive this edition of 
the Villager Remembrance Sunday, in 
recognition of the 100-year anniversary 
of the Great War, will have passed.

The four Silent Soldiers at the entry 
points to the Village will remain in 
place until approximately the end of 
November when two of them will 
hopefully be re-located  to the War 
Memorial.

Road Repairs
The white paint highlighting the areas of 
Vyne Road that needed repair is itself in 
need of repair having now worn away ! 
The repairs to the actual road we are told 
are scheduled but as to when remains a 
mystery

Road Calming Measures
The Council has been working with 
HCC to put in place traffic calming 
measures on A340 entry to the village 

from the Tadley direction. Again, we 
are reliant on the HCC mandarins as to 
when the work will start.

The focus is now on like measures at the 
Vyne Road entrance to the village.

2019 – Picnic on the Green
In all probability the Council will help 
fund the Village Fayre this year i.e. the 
merger of both events.  June 22nd is the 
day.

As a bonus event there will be a Council 
funded event at the Village Hall on 
Saturday 16th March – we’re looking to 
book a band in the same genre as Sharp 
Practice. 

CPR/Defibrillator
We have defibrillator at the Chute and 
another at the Village Hall – they’ve been 
there for two years and thankfully have 
never been used.

Would you know how to i) deliver CPR 
and /or ii) use the defibrillator ?

If you want to know how to potentially 
save someone’s life then please contract 
the Clerk  (clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.
gov.uk ). If we can get enough interest 
the Council will arrange the necessary 
training.

The Chute
The Chute continues to be self-
funding and the number of bookings is 
increasing. 

We’ve started a fund to replace the roof ( 
not currently needed but officially it only 
has a 25 year life span ) and we continue 
to look to get grants for specific work 
packages e.g. remedial drainage work to 
the playing pitches – approx. £50k 

The council is working to formalise all 
the current agreements for users of the 
hall, both ad-hoc and long term.

The Council is also looking as to how 
promote the tennis club in order to get a 
better return on the facilities.

2019/2020 Budget
By January we’ll have settled the Village 
precept for 2019/2020, part of the wider 
Council Tax.

We do try to keep a tight rein on 
expenditure but if there is anything you 
think the Council should take a look at 
then please do e-mail the Clerk – details 
above. 

For example we  are looking  at installing 
a bench along  Church Path by the duck 
pond.

Village Green Access
The Council continues its dialogue with 
the National Trust, who own the village 
green, to determine the best solution e.g. 
the installation of wooden ‘bollards’ in 
order to stop indiscriminate access to the 
village green

Lengthsman Scheme.
This scheme is now up and running 
and over the next weeks/months you’ll 
see evidence of his activities e.g. hedges 
being cut back, general maintenance of 
village infrastructure. 

And Finally…….
By the time you read this it won’t be 
long until Christmas so may I take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas from the ParishCouncil.

P.S. Chocolate Crème Eggs will no doubt 
be on sale from the 27th. 

Richard Morgan, Chair SSJ PC

PARISH COUNCIL
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I do hate it when the clocks go back 
and darkness descends ever earlier.  
Matched with the damp and dismal 
days which have arrived I find it such a 
depressing time.

The season of concerts with a Christmas 
theme is now upon us.  Hopefully you 
may just receive this Villager in time 
to get to the official lighting of the 
Tadley Christmas Lights on Friday 30th 
November at the Ambrose Allen Centre, 
Franklin Avenue between 6 and 7pm.  
Lots to entertain you including a great 
set of songs from the Tadley Rock Choir.

Tadley Singers are holding their annual 
Christmas Concert on Sunday 16th 
December at Pamber Heath Memorial 
Hall from 3.30pm.  A mix of songs with 
a Christmas theme will be performed 
and a raffle drawn for a number of 
hampers.  Entry is free with a retiring 
collection for SERVWessex - Volunteer 
Blood Runners who deliver urgently 
needed blood, platelets, samples, 
documents, donated human milk and 
other medical essentials to Hampshire, 
Dorset and Wiltshire hospitals.  
Elsewhere in the Villager are details of 
how to join Tadley Singers so you too 
can participate in the uplifting hobby of 
regular singing and make new friends.

Momentum is gathering for the newly 
formed Little London Ping Pong group.  
The growing numbers attending are 
having great fun playing against each 
other on two tables.  They meet on a 
Tuesday night at St Stephen’s Village Hall, 
Little London from 7 to 9pm.  A nominal 
charge of £2 per player is made and all 
proceeds go towards the sustainability 
of the hall.  There is no ongoing 
commitment, just come along when you 
can.  Contact Ian for more details on 
07768 574400    rosewellian@aol.com

Thoughts begin to turn to Christmas 
festivities as St Stephen’s Village Hall 
hosts a Christmas Extravaganza on 
Sunday 4th December starting at 4pm.  
There will be mince pies and mulled 
wine together with carols, readings and 
Christmas Cheer.  Lighting of the village 
Christmas tree will also take place 
formally starting the Christmas season.

With the recent 100th Centenary 
Remembrance events just passed it has 
been a very poignant and emotional 
period.  The Royal British Legion 
Festival of Remembrance at the Royal 
Albert Hall was exceptionally moving 
and I was particularly taken with the 
beautiful cello solo by Sheku Kanneh-
Mason of the Leonard Cohen piece, 
Hallelujah.  Our own local events have 
been equally touching, including the 
dedication of the Memorial Bench 
and lighting of the beacon at Pamber 
Park.  Arthur, the War Horse named 
after Private Arthur Pearce, which 

was recently dedicated outside The 
Plough Inn, Little London, now 
includes enhancing lighting which 
has been donated and installed by 
local businessman Richard Alexander 
and his team at APS Ltd.  Following 
Armistice Day Arthur also now boasts 
an additional purple poppy below the 
backlit poppy placed by Private Pearce’s 
grandchildren.  Beautiful illumination at 
nightime!

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council is 10/12/18 at Pamber Heath 
Memorial Hall

Winter is a quieter time for Basingclog 
Morris but they continue to practice on 
Tuesday nights at 8pm at Sherfield on 
Loddon Village Hall.  Both dancers and 
musicians are most welcome.

Ann Ellis               
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship  
At the meeting on 7th November there 
was a Christmas themed “Bring and 
Buy Sale” which raised £105 towards 
the new sound system. David Cowling, 
the Chairman welcomed everyone and 
thanked them for making the sale such 
a success.  Tony Brazier, the Secretary, 
then gave a reminder that the Christmas 

Lunch at BCOT 
on Thursday 13 
December was at 
12.00 and said that 

there were still 4 places available for the 
four course lunch with drinks followed 
by tea or coffee all for £25.  Christine 
Broadbent, the Welfare Officer, gave 
her up-to-date report in which she 
mentioned members who had been 
unwell and with whom she had been in 
touch with or sent cards to.

The speaker this month was Tom 
Codling a Community Safety Officer 
from Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
Service.  He outlined the work done by 
his department from fire protection, 

which was checking 
buildings to ensure 
that they conformed 
to Fire Safety Orders, 
to fire prevention, 
which entailed visits 
to people’s home to 
advise and assess 
their needs.  This 
was particularly 

important in the case of vulnerable 
people or those with lifestyles that would 
put them at higher risk from either 
starting a fire or being rescued if one 
occurred. Overloaded electric plugs and 
unattended items being cooked on the 
hob were the cause 
of a large percentage 
of fires in the home 
and he emphasised 
how just a few 
simple measures 
could either avoid 
fires breaking out, 
or if they did, to 
prevent them from 

spreading throughout the house.  Help 
and advice on all aspects of fire safety is 
available at hantsfire.gov.uk/yoursafety 
or on 02380 626751 (Weekdays 9am – 
5pm).  There are also a series of Ageing 
Well Events taking place at Basingstoke 
Fire Station with the December date 
being Friday 21st from 12 to 1 pm.  A 
number of organisations will be there 
with tea and coffee also being provided.

The next meeting is on 5th December 
when there will be a buffet lunch with 
Gary Myles providing the musical 
entertainment.  The group meets on the 
first Wednesday of each month (except 
January 2019 when it will be the second) 
at Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  Details 
can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 07715 640171 and 
for information about our trips please 
contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791.

David Cowling

Why Should I Take  
My Blood Pressure?  
You may have noticed, if you have been 
to the surgery in the last year, that a new 
Blood Pressure machine appeared in the 
old reception area, and it has now re-
emerged in the dispensary waiting room 
after the extension has been completed. 
Having high blood pressure (BP) rarely 
declares itself with symptoms and so 
identifying whether you have it relies on 
an opportunistic check at the pharmacy, 
gym or surgery. Naturally you may think 
“if I feel well then why bother?” but the 
value of picking high BP is by treating it 
we can help prevent you having a stroke 
or heart attack in 10/15 years time. 

In order to increase the opportunity of 
checking everyone’s blood pressure we 

used a generous donation from a patient 
to purchase this machine to sit in the 
dispensary waiting room, to enable 
everyone at any time to pop in and check 
their BP. It’s as simple as putting your 
arm in the machine and pressing start. 
It will print out your pressure and if you 
put it in the box next to the machine 
your reading will be passed to your 
doctor to determine if further treatment 
is needed and entered onto your records. 

Treating your blood pressure does not 
always mean tablets. A healthy diet that 
is low in fat and salt can help, alongside 
reducing alcohol and caffeine intake (for 
further advice look up the DASH diet). 
Regular exercise, relaxation therapies 

and finally, but most importantly, 
stopping smoking. These measures really 
can help lower blood pressure without 
medication, but if tablets are needed it 
is because without controlling your BP 
your risks of heart attack or stroke in the 
future are greater. We want to help keep 
you healthy.

Don’t forget to join us walking every 
Wednesday 1-2pm starting at the 
Clift surgery as your first step towards 
keeping healthy and reducing your 
blood pressure.  Also do look at our new 
surgery website www.cliftsurgery.co.uk.

Dr Roisin Ward, Clift Surgery
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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4

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School  
Can it really be December already? 
Although this half term is 8 weeks long, 
we have been so busy that time has 
really flown by! Thank you to everyone 
who has supported our fund raising 
activities; 67 beautifully wrapped and 
filled shoeboxes were passed along our 
human chain for the first stage of their 
journey to disadvantaged children in 
Albania, Montenegro, Moldova and 
Romania, and we also raised money for 
Children in Need with a dress down day, 
cake sale and raffle, and for the British 
Legion Poppy Appeal through sales of 
poppy stickers and stationery items. 

A group of children are working 
together as a School Sport Organising 

Crew, and they arranged a trip for Class 
3 to Rock Up, an indoor climbing centre.  
As well as being great fun, this helped to 
build the confidence of all the children 
taking part and introduced them to 
a new activity which will become an 
Olympic sport 
in 2020.

As part of their 
project on 
Dragons, Class 
3 took part 
in a ‘Dragon 
Eye’ workshop run by Heather (Frost 
Feather Fae). Heather used Pal Tiya, an 
ideal medium for sculpting, and all the 
children had great fun making their own 
dragon eye.  We would like to thank the 
School Association who funded this 
workshop.

Class 3 are also going to the Vyne on 
their Winter Walk. They are looking 
forward to exploring the Christmas 
decorations in the Vyne House as well as 
taking part in Christmas craft activities 
and carol singing.

Meanwhile the Infants have been 
very busy rehearsing their nativity 

play, which this year is called ‘The 
Apprentice’ (no – nothing to do with 
Alan Sugar!) Simeon, a carpenter 
from Bethlehem needs an apprentice.  
A young girl called Sarah seems an 
unlikely candidate but her new skills 
are put to the test one starry night when 
Bethlehem is full of visitors and it seems 
that everyone needs a bit of woodwork 
doing!  We are all looking forward to 
seeing the performances before the end 
of term!

And as the term draws to an end, we 
have lots more entertainment lined 
up. After the Nativity performances, 
we will all take our seats to watch the 
pantomime at the Anvil on our whole 
school trip, generously paid for by the 
School Association.  Then the last week 
of term starts with Movie Mob and is 
quickly followed by Christmas lunch 
and Christmas parties.  We have our 
Christmas service in St Andrew’s Church, 
at which we hope to see plenty of parents.  
Then finally we can break up and wish 
you all a very Happy Christmas!

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent 

Royal British Legion  
The annual Sherborne St John Act of 
Remembrance took place on Saturday 
10th November, in order to de-conflict 
from the main Act of Remembrance 
on the 11th November, and was 
extremely well attended.  Services of 
Remembrance were held at all our local 
churches on Sunday 11th November and 
were well attended 

In the picture, L to R, Steve Day, Richard 
Elphick, Rhydian Vaughan, John 
Delafield, Miles Roberts, Michael Luck

John Delafield

Chairman Bramley and District Royal 
British Legion
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All aspects of vehicle 
servicing and repairs

Local friendly garage
located in A Mongers Yard

Tel: Luke 07931 670 882   email: luke@lcautocare.co.uk
Unit 10, A Mongers Yard, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE

NEWLY OPENED
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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Bert’s Blog  
Trying them on for size. How the Boss 
walks round in these is beyond me.  
Added to the fact that he has to remove 
them each time he goes indoors (the 
Mrs will not let him in with them on) 
seems to be a seriously good reason for 
going barefoot but apparently that’s only 
for dogs!  He grumbles about removal, 
especially when I am welcomed in 
front of the fire with just my bare 
paws.  Muddy paws make for much 
easier washing – just walk through a 
few puddles, give them a quick lick and 
they are clean.  Mind you there have 
been occasions when even I have been 
refused entry by the Mrs until certain 
ablutions have been carried out - but 
at least I don’t have to stumble about 
trying to get these rubber feet off!

Talking about ablutions I had to 
succumb to a three person wash as I had 
received a personal invitation to attend 
a session of the 60+ Coffee Morning, 
apparently my fans wanted to meet me.  
The Mrs insisted I had a bath before the 
event and The Miniatures helped in the 

bathroom which made it rather crowded 
but the extra hands doing the lathering 
made it very enjoyable despite the 
squealing when I divested myself of 
unwanted water from my fur.  The 
towels were meant for me but ended up 
covering the Miniatures to protect them 
from my shaking – but I managed to 
get them when their guards were down 
and covered them with a fine spray of 
essence of shampooed dog.  Then the 
towels were transferred to me and much 
rubbing and drying took place along 

with a certain amount of giggling.  After 
the towelling came the brushing and 
by the end I was almost unrecognisable 
and transformed into a sweet smelling 
canine fit to meet my fans.  

After a brisk walk around the village 
I was warmly welcomed to the coffee 
morning by Shelley, and although 
failing to find any shells on her person 
I discovered she did have biscuit treats 
in her hand for me - which was very 
thoughtful and much appreciated.  After 
walking around in my bare paws and 
meeting all the coffee drinkers present 
I was patted and petted, succumbed to 
some tummy tickling and had a photo 
with one of my fans.  The Mrs showed 
some of my ‘stay’ commands and I 
showed them how I can carry my own 
lead.  I was not allowed under the tables 
to check if they were barefoot but they 
seemed very happy so I can only assume 
they did not have rubber feet…

To read my past antics see: 
Bertsdogblog.blogspot.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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St. Michael’s Hospice appoints 
new CEO: Iain Cameron
St. Michael’s Hospice in Basingstoke 
is delighted to announce that Acting 
Chief Executive, Iain Cameron, has 
been appointed as Chief Executive of 
the Hospice, replacing retiring Chief 
Executive Dave Monkman, as of 
November 5th, 2018.

Iain has been with the Hospice since 
2006, starting as Head of Retail 
before becoming Director of Income 
Generation in 2012 and latterly Deputy 
Chief Executive. Iain is passionate 
about ensuring that there is exceptional 
provision of Palliative Care in the North 
Hampshire area and that support for 
families is accessible when most needed. 

Prior to coming to the Hospice, Iain 
had a solid basis in leadership across 
different sectors and has a keen eye for 
spotting talent in the workforce. Outside 
of St. Michael’s, Iain has been Chair of 
the Board of Governors at Oakridge 
Schools Federation in Basingstoke for 
over 10 years. He has lived locally for 
over 30 years and lives with his wife and 
3 children.

Andrew Chancellor, Chair of the Board 
of Trustees at St. Michael’s Hospice, 
said Iain brings to the role an extensive 
knowledge of the Hospice as well as 
strong experience in the business 
community and beyond. “The Board 

of Trustees are delighted with this 
appointment and we look forward 
to continuing to work with Iain to 
ensure the Hospice stays on a strong 
financial footing whilst responding to 
the changing demographics of the local 
community. With strong competition 
between charities, and the challenges of 
reduced funding from the NHS, Iain’s 
background makes him uniquely suited 
to taking the Hospice forward and 
maintaining its place as a beloved and 
invaluable local charity.”

Commenting on his appointment, 
Iain said, “I’m honoured to have the 
opportunity to lead such a prominent 
local charity as St. Michael’s Hospice; 
the work undertaken here is an integral 
part of services provided to our local 
community. I see many challenges 
ahead some of which are significant in 
the ever-changing end of life setting 
and I am passionate about ensuring 
the very best outcome for patients 
and their families. Without the highly 
dedicated and committed body of staff 
and volunteers who work tirelessly to 
achieve our aims we simply would not 
be able to operate.  People are at the 
centre of everything we do and our staff, 
relatives and patients are what makes 
this Hospice truly special.”

St. Michael’s Hospice was established 
in 1991 by a committee led by former 
Mayor Margaret Weston. Now caring 
for over 500 patients a year, the Hospice 
continues to look for ways to meet 
the growing demands of an ageing 
population and remains committed 
to ensuring that patients receive the 
highest quality palliative care possible 
and their families are also supported, 
in order to allow the highest possible 
quality of life for the days that remain.

St. Michael’s Hospice receives around 
20% funding from the North Hampshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group. In 2018 
this means the Hospice needs to make 
up a shortfall of over £3 million through 
Income Generation activities including 
retail stores, community fundraising, 
local business support, legacies, and its 
highly attended local events.



24



25

Probus Hears of “So Far So Good”
At its last meeting the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke was entertained by 
Malcolm Wells MBE with a lively, often 
high-octane account of three facets 
of his life experiences. He took the 
audience of retired professional and 
business managers through his 25 years 
in the army as a musician (playing cello 
on state occasions and at banquets), the 
15 years spent as National Speaker for 
Canine Partners and his current role as 
Ambassador for the Plymouth based 
charity Literacy in a Box. Throughout 
he offered many amusing stories, funny 
anecdotes and witty jokes to illustrate 
his colourful history in public service, 
and charity work as a volunteer. In 1998 
he was awarded an MBE by the Queen 
for services to children’s charities.

Malcolm wrung an amusing story out 
of his MBE award, normally a formal, 
serious occasion. At that time he was 
involved with setting up a new band 
for the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (REME) in Portsmouth.  
What to wear? He requested a REME 
uniform but none was available so his 
dressers produced a variety of uniform 
items from different regiments. In 
Malcolm’s words he turned up at 
Buckingham Palace dressed ‘like a 
Christmas tree with more regalia than 
Prince Charles’. But the ’fun’ didn’t 
end there as he was approached by the 
actress, June Whitfield, who said to him 
‘Excuse me, where’s the ladies’ room?’ 
clearly mistaking him for a member of 
the Palace staff.

Army stories were in abundance and 
included recall of Malcolm’s time as a 
cellist for the celebrated Royal Artillery 
Orchestra. He was asked to produce a 
programme of music for the Queen’s 
‘Monarchs’ Dinner’, choosing a suitable 
piece for each country represented 
there. He struggled with Denmark but 
came up with ‘The Ugly Duckling’: at 
the unforeseen rendering of ‘the King 
was in the altogether’, the reaction of 
senior members of the British Royal 
Family was sheer horror, but the band 
agreed to keep the story quiet. Despite 
this, page 6 of the next day’s edition of 
the ‘Daily Mail’ referred piously to the 
‘totally inappropriate music’ played at 
the dinner.

On another occasion, Malcolm’s band 
was invited to a ‘march and play ‘at an 
England v. Brazil match at Wembley 
which included the pre-eminent Pele. 
The band was instructed that pre-match 
it was to play the ‘Match of the Day’ 
theme music. Needless to say, the TV 
producers were not happy as the game 
was being broadcast on ITV! The evening 
went downhill fast as the band had 
not anticipated the Brazilian anthem 
going on ‘for ever’ and all subsequent 
programmes were severely delayed.

Malcolm recalled his time as National 
Speaker for Canine Partners, a charity 
which trains dogs to support those with 
a range of disabilities: they assist with a 
range of practical tasks and can be taught 
to use a washing machine! Malcolm 
made the point that the dogs choose their 
partners, not the other way round; this 

was illustrated by the story of Graham, 
a wheelchair user, who tried to ‘beat the 
system’ by positioning himself near to a 
black Labrador which he wanted as his 
partner. But the lab wasn’t playing ball 
and Graham ended up with Noodle the 
Poodle who made ‘an immediate change’ 
to his quality of life.

Malcolm ended by describing his current 
work as Ambassador for the Literacy in 
a Box Trust which runs in partnership 
with the Rotary Club. This provides 
educational kits, each costing £325 
to produce, for schools and children 
in Zambia and sub-Saharan Africa. 
Probus members were pleased to make 
donations to this worthwhile cause.

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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Remembrance Ringing  
on Armistice Day
Sunday 11th November 2018   

The Sherbornes Bellringers decided to 
mark the Armistice Day national ringing 
by attempting a quarter peal of 1260 
changes.   Andrea Falk, a Canadian who 
rings with us when she visits a couple 
of times a year, was keen to conduct 
a quarter peal and was aware of Lena 
Aloa Davis, a Canadian nursing sister 
from Ontario who died in 4th Canadian 
General Hospital, Park Prewett on 21st 
February 1918 aged 32, from Blackwater 
Fever contracted during her service with 
the Canadian Army Medical Corps in 
Salonica.  She is buried in St Andrew’s 
churchyard.  It seemed appropriate to 
honour Nurse Davis by ringing with an 
all-female band. 

The band consisted of:    Treble - 
Virginia Budd, Second - Alex Fry (her 
first quarter peal), Third - Lois Blissett, 
Fourth -	Lauren Taylor, Fifth - Andrea 
Falk (conductor) and Tenor - Miriam 
Taylor.  Beginning at 12.30pm the 
quarter was successfully completed in  
43 minutes. 

The band is pictured in ringing order 
from left to right, beginning with the 
treble ringer, behind the gravestone of 
Lena Davis in St Andrew’s churchyard. 

Ringing for Morning Service at All 
Saints, Monk Sherborne was done with 
the bells half-muffled, which is usual on 
Remembrance Sunday.  Afterwards the 
muffles were taken off and a male band 
rang the bells at 12.30pm for 15 minutes.
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Pelican thanks supporters  
at  25th anniversary event
Basingstoke’s Pelican Cancer Foundation 
celebrated its 25th anniversary by 
thanking supporters and colleagues at 
an evening reception at the House of 
Lords on Monday 12 November.

Basingstoke MP Maria Miller, the MP 
for Winchester Steve Brine, Pelican’s 
first Chief Executive Baroness Hayter of 
Kentish Town and Hampshire Hospitals 
Foundation Trust chief executive Alex 
Whitfield were among the guests at the 
event hosted by Lord Ribeiro, former 
chairman of the Pelican Research 
Review Panel. 

Clinicians, including cancer surgeons, 
doctors and nurses who have worked 
with Pelican, celebrated with former 

patients, fundraisers, donors and 
members of the Pelican team.

The landmark anniversary gathering 
recognised the charity’s huge progress 
in furthering research and educating 
clinicians in the treatment of bowel, 
liver, bladder and prostate cancer.

Basingstoke is now regarded as a world-
wide centre of excellence and innovation 
as a result of the charity’s ongoing 
programme of specialist workshops and 
conferences and clinical research work.

Pelican founder and eminent bowel 
cancer surgeon Professor Bill Heald 
(pictured) , consultant radiologist 
Professor Gina Brown 
and Pelican’s Chief 
Executive Sarah Crane 
gave speeches to thank 
everybody who has 
helped make the charity 
such a success.

Sarah said: “We are delighted to be 
celebrating 25 years of progress in 
research and running our national 
programmes and wanted to thank our 
wonderful supporters and colleagues 
by celebrating together at this esteemed 
venue.

“We are overwhelmed by the generous 
and enthusiastic support we receive and 
we look forward to making even more 
advancements in the future.”

To find out more about the Pelican 
Cancer Foundation, visit www.
pelicancancer.org.    Pelican Film Society 
– 7.30pm on 1st Monday of the month 
at the Ark Conference Centre.  All 
welcome
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Sherborne St John’s  
Women’s Fellowship
As usual on the first Tuesday in 
November the Women’s Fellowship met 
in the Village Hall. After ten minutes 
for business we were treated to an 
exhibition of crafts laid out on two 
tables accompanied with a talk by Mrs 
Annette Williams.

Mrs Williams explained how she had 
been attracted to crafts of one sort or 
another all her life and had tried her 
hand at most things. She had the most 
fascinating example of quilting we had 
seen in a long time. Very simple designs 
had emerged out of all sorts of scraps 
of material. Annette explained how one 
room of her house was completely taken 
up with storing bits and pieces “that 
might come in handy”. We laughed at 
this phrase as we could all relate to that.

Mrs Williams also explained that her 
abiding passion was miniatures. She 
had displayed some tiny little figures 
no more than three centimetres tall, 
perfect in every detail. My personal 
favourite was a set of boxes like Russian 
dolls. The largest was no more than 
four centimetres square. It had four 
boxes that fitted inside, each one 
smaller than the one before. It was so 
hard to believe that they were all made 
by hand by Mrs Williams herself. She 
showed us a simple shape made in felt 
or material that by altering one or two 
details you could produce a fish or a 
mouse. Annette also showed us that any 
kind of ring especially the cardboard 
or plastic sort that comes out of the 
middle of sticky tape reels can so  easily 
be turned into very attractive Christmas 
decorations and finished up showing 
us how to make silk roses out of two 
lengths of satin ribbon.

At the end of the talk everybody 
agreed that it had not only been a very 
entertaining afternoon but a delightful 
and informative one to. Mrs Williams 
then threw the display open to anybody 
who wanted to buy and invited everyone 
to come and ask as many questions as 
they liked. After tea and biscuits and 
the usual raffle the meeting closed at 
approximately four p.m.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday the 
4th December  when a gentleman will 
talk to us about Charles Dickens “A 
Christmas Carol” and the usual tea and 
biscuits will be expanded to include 
some Christmas nibbles provided by  
the committee.
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Christmas party season is fast approaching and some employees have a tendency to forget 
that even where an office party is held at an off-site venue it is still time spent “in the course 
of your employment”.  Therefore the popular theory that “What happens at the Christmas 
party, stays at the Christmas party” is unfortunately not necessarily the case.  Nobody wants 
to be dismissed for gross misconduct due to bad behaviour at a social event or for posting 
something inappropriate about themselves or others on social media.

Where alcohol or even a free bar is provided by your employer you do still have a duty to 
retain some semblance of sensible and responsible behaviour. Even under the influence of 
alcohol it is not acceptable to make unwanted advances, air grudges, be abusive, fight, harass 
or discriminate against others, drink and drive or use the photocopier inappropriately.

Jokes you would not tell or comments that you would not use in the office because they 
might cause offence, are just as likely to cause offence in a party situation even if they do get 
a laugh from all concerned after a few drinks.  Remember for example that not everyone 
drinks alcohol, celebrates Christmas or likes social events and their views and beliefs must be 
respected.

Another often forgotten, but important point, is that it is completely inappropriate to discuss 
work matters, other members of staff, clients, suppliers or customers in a social environment 
where you can be overheard by others. 

Senior staff also have the added responsibility not to make any rash promises such as agreeing 
pay increases or discussing promotions or company matters under the influence of alcohol as 
this could well be regretted later.

The office Christmas party should be a happy and fun experience for all concerned and 
remain in the spirit of the season of goodwill.  One last tip - do aim to turn up on time to 
work the next day even if you do have a hangover.  

Whether you are an employer or employee seeking employment advice on this or any other 
matter, please contact Gill Brown or Jack Gardener on 01256 854631 in the employment team 
at Phillips Solicitors and they will be happy to assist.

Would you like a New Year Challenge?

Have you ever thought of playing indoor bowls?

We promise you a warm welcome at;

 

LODDON VALE INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
For further information you can contact us at;

Basingstoke Leisure Park, Churchill Way West, Basingstoke, RG22 6PG

Tel: (01256) 356507

E-mail: info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk

 

This is an opportunity to enjoy some light healthy indoor exercise for all ages 
and meet new friends; we hope you will join us.

 

We have comfortable air conditioned premises with restaurant and bar

Open from 10.00am to 10.30pm

We are a non-profit making club

Surviving the Office Christmas Party!
	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

For more information about our services visit www.phillips-law.co.uk
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HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

JRG GARDEN SERVICES Professional 
gardening and landscaping. View our previous 
work at www.jrggardenservices.com. Call John 
on 07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

PRIVATE QUALIFIED CARER I have NVQ, 
DBS checked, Dementia experience, Mental 
Health and 14 years all round care of the elderly 
with public liability insurance.  Sitting services, 
shopping, social outings, befriending, light 
housework, help with bathing/personal care.  
Michele West  07966067347.

ANY PROBLEMS WITH PCS, LAPTOP OR 
PRINTERS? I cover all Apple products(Ipad/
iPhones/Macs), windows & Android, IP 
cameras, Tv’s. Any networking issue or viruses 
every job undertaken. Please contact DVM 
TECHNO SOLUTIONS by email; varunmat@
gmail.com or mobile 07526 196891.  Check out 
our website on www.dvmtechnosolutions.com.

WANTED – PART TIME CARER. for young 
physically fit autistic man in Sherborne St 
John.  Above average hourly rate.  Phone 
Helen on 01256 851330.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School (Pamber) 
Wednesday eves 6:45 - 7:45 Beginner and 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (payable up front). Limited spaces, 
please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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