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Volunteers needed:    John Edwards and I have worked on the 
telephone kiosk opposite the SSJ shop for several years. The 
front has been reglazed and the paintwork kept in order. For 
various reasons John and I would like to pass the job on to other 
enthusiastic villagers.  It would require at least two volunteers. 
John and I have the paint etc. to pass on.

Margaret Larby and John Edwards (850507)

Editor’s note:   In Monksilver in Somerset we saw a phone box being used 
as a book exchange.  Shelves had been erected inside the box and filled with 
donated books for people to borrow and return afterwards – it struck us as an 
excellent idea ………

SSJ Village Market dates for 2015 
16th May	 20th June 	 18th July 

22nd August 	 19th September	 17th October

21st November* and 19th December*.   *Christmas Markets   

If you are interested in becoming a stallholder this year, please do contact us 
either at one of the markets, via email to Shawna_uk1949@yahoo.co.uk or 
visit our Facebook page, ‘Sherborne St John Village Market’.

Julie Crawley 
Editor

Letters to the Editor

Contact us at Editor@thevillager.org.uk
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May 2015
4	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship The Mystery of Agatha Christie  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
5	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
5	 SSJ Parish Council AGM, CHUTE PAVILION	 7.30pm
11	 Pelican Film Society  100 Foot Journey, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm
12	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
15	 Monk Sherborne Village Hall, AGM & Quiz Night with Bangers and Mash  	 7.30pm
16	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
16	 Quiz in aid of SSJ Village Hall, £10 includes supper.  Tickets from Elizabeth Banks 01256 850514	 7.30pm
18	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
19	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
19	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion	 7.30pm
26	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am

June 2015
1	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
1	 Pelican Film Society, Theory of Everything, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm
2	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship The History of Bramshill College  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
2	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
9	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
15	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
16	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
20	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
22	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm
23	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am
29	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
30	 Tuesday Club (drop-in coffee mornings) St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. (Donation £1.00 pp)	 10.00-12.00 am

July 2015
6	 Pelican Film Society,  The Judge, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome	 7.30pm
7	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Strawberry Tea  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
13	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
17	 Monk Sherborne Village Hall, Italian Night	 7.30pm
18	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
27	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
27	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting, SSJ Village Hall	 7.30pm

August 2015
4	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Top of The Greasy Pole  SSJ Village Hall	 2.00pm
10	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am
22	 Sherborne St John Village Market, SSJ Village Hall	 10am – 1pm
24	 60+Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10.00am

Future Events
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Church Matters May

Last month we held the church’s annual 
meeting, or, to give it its proper title, the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting.  It 
was my 27th APCM in The Sherbornes 
with Pamber and a very different scene 
from the early days.  When we arrived 
here in 1988 I didn’t expect to stay this 
long but it is a real joy to be here. And 
indeed my incredible longevity in the 
post (!) seems to be attracting attention.  
I have been asked to run a seminar at a 
ministers’ conference this month. They 
would like the talk to be called “I’m still 
here”!!

Reflecting on this I have so far identified 
five issues that arise in a long stay.  The 
first is becoming settled in your comfort 
zone.  We all know what this is like, 
we carry on doing the same things we 
are familiar with and have done many 
times.  As we become increasingly 
comfortable with them the desire to 
launch out in new ways or into different 
areas diminishes.  We want to stick with 
what we know.

1 John 7:38 ESV

The second danger of a long stay is a 
lack of ideas.  After a long time in any 
job you naturally tend to run out of new 
ideas.  For example, thinking of new 
events to run which will draw people 
along, both members of our fellowship 
and those who we hope are ‘on the way’.  
At this stage other people need to have 
the ideas!  I was delighted to see others 
both originating the idea and theme 
of a recent music evening, taking on 
responsibility for the organisation of 
the  event and carrying it through to 
completion, without my doing anything!

Thirdly, and this relates to the first, the 
danger of ceasing to change things.  In 
the early days there was a lot of change.  
Various experiments were tried.  We 
began to get used to the idea that change 
was normal.  But in recent years, I will 
admit, there hasn’t been quite the same 
eagerness to make changes. However 
it would be a mistake to imagine there 
is no need for change now. We must 
remember that the Gospel is about 
changing lives and changed lives mean a 
changing church life.

The fourth is an insidious longing for 
retirement!  Now it isn’t surprising 
that some people long for retirement, 
this isn’t wrong, and these days many 
people retire in their fifties!  We are told 
how wonderful it is and how various 
pension arrangements can make it 
possible.  I once heard a clergyman say 
“My employment is my enjoyment” 
and I agree with him!  I can tell you, 
honestly, that I am not longing for 
retirement – there is too much to give 
up.   Retirement has to come eventually 
of course, but thankfully not yet.  

And the final issue that arises in a 
long stay? – keeping fresh in the work.  
Ministry can become stale – just turning 
the wheels.  One thing that makes a 
huge difference is having colleagues 
who are keen. Over the last 20 years 
or so I have been privileged to have a 
steady stream of younger colleagues.  
Sharing the work with them has been a 
major stimulus to maintaining my own 
enthusiasm and I am grateful to them.  
Above all the glory goes to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  He promised to keep us 
fresh in his service by his Holy Spirit.  
He does that as we are excited by his 
promises, eager to meet with his people 
and expectant that he will answer our 
prayers.  He said “Whoever believes in 
me, out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water”1 

May that be our experience through 
faith in Him.

John Hamilton
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3 May		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

10 May			 
  8am	 Holy Communion	 The Priory
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

17 May			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall	
		
24 May		
10am	 Family Service 	 St Andrew’s					   
10am	 Morning Service	 The Priory
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

31 May		
10am	 Family Service	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall 

7 June		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM:
03-May	 Mission		  John Hamilton
10-May	 Ministry		  John Hamilton & Ian Roberts 
17-May 	 Marriage		  John Hamilton
24-May	 Knowing God	 Exodus 6	 Warren Trask & Steve Howe
31-May             Free at last	 Exodus 14           	 John Hamilton

SUNDAYS AT SIX:
03-May	 Joel 1:1-20	 Disaster in your midst	 Sean Clokey
10-May	 Joel 2:1-27	 Darkness on the horizon	 Sean Clokey
17-May	 Joel 2:28-32	 Future restoration	 Sean Clokey 
24-May	 Joel 3:1-21	 Judgement to come	 John Hamilton
31-May	 Galatians 1:1-17	 The gospel Paul preached	 Andy Spence

MIDWEEK MEETINGS
We meet to PRAY on Tuesday 5 May at 2.30 pm and at 8 pm in the Parish Room.
HOME GROUPS meet in the week beginning 10 May.
TRACK THREE (in Home Groups or meet in Parish Room): 19 May

Services for May

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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DIXON’S GARAGE
DIXON’S CORNER, ALDERMASTON ROAD

SHERBORNE ST JOHN
Car and light commercial repairs
Servicing and mechanical repairs on all models.
Bodywork and paint work.
Welding and MOT repairs
Classic cars welcome.

01256 850494 / 07850848862

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Bus  
Services  
– News

ROUTE 2
Whilst I have seen nothing official yet 
I was informed last week that when 
the present phase of roadworks on the 
A340 near the hospital is completed 
route 2 will NOT go into the hospital 
grounds but will be diverted on to 
the service road from just before St 
Michael’s Hospice down to Bilton Road, 
presumably using the existing bus stops 
just below the hospital main entrance. 
It is quite steep uphill walking to the 
entrance and will be hard for passengers 
with walking difficulties, also the 
walking distance to the Hospice and 
Rooksdown will be increased. Other 
services will not be diverted. I will try to 
get a meeting to discuss the issues.

The service seems to have been quite 
reliable of late although on 2nd April 
the 15.45 to town overshot Cranes Road 
and operated through Elm Road in 
the wrong direction. At the hospital 18 
passengers boarded, there is insufficient 
room at the service road stop to 
accommodate so many waiting. 

B & D B C have advised that the usage 
of the various late journeys has been 
encouraging and the trial is extended to 
29 August.

COMMUNITY BUS 58
The twice weekly service to Chineham 
has proved popular with S S J users but 
only a few join from Tadley and virtually 
none from Popley. The initial trial 
period agreed by our Parish Council 
ends in mid-May, I am hopeful that 
when the P C meets on 27th April that 
the service will be allowed to continue.

Ted Wilkinson

Spring into Summer 2015
– Several Dry Months!

Following on from a wet October, 
November 2014 was also very wet with 
17 days recording more than 1mm of 
rain; this resulted in a mild month with 
temperatures well above the monthly 
average and very few frosts but, also, not 
much sunshine and no spells of really 
dense fog.  December was better with less 
rain and more sunshine, but temperatures 
were maintained near the average due to 
the predominantly southwesterly winds.  
From Christmas to the end of the month 
pressure rose to 1039mb (30.29ins) with 
clear nights leading to severe frosts on 
the 29th, 30th and 31st (air temperatures 
down to -6C and grass temperatures 
down to below –8C).

January 2015 was another mainly 
cloudy month but with several days 
of heavy rain, especially the 12th and 
thunderstorms on the 14th; total rainfall 
was 91.2mm.  Due to the predominance 
of cloud and frequency of rain the 
monthly temperature was overall slightly 
above average, but night minimum air 
temperatures fell to below -7C (20F) on 
the 20th and 23rd.

February was rather cold with 15 
mornings with air frost (the 30-year 
average is 12) and 21 mornings with grass 
frost (average 17).  There were several 
very sunny days – 17th, 18th (10.7C), 
21st, 25th (13.1C) and 28th.  Most of the 
month’s rain fell on only 3 days (13th, 
19th and 22nd) and the total was below 
the average, temperatures were also a little 
below average.

March 2015 was a very dry month 
(of concern to the farmers) with only 
25.5mm (I inch) of rain – less than half 
the average, with no rain from the 2nd to 
the 14th and again from the 17th to the 
23rd.  There were good sunshine totals 
at the beginning of the month and again 

for the last week, resulting in many warm 
days (for March); the average daytime 
maximum temperature for March is 
9.7C (49.5F) but we had 23 days with 
maximum temperatures above this – so it 
was a warm month.

April has started exceptionally warm and 
sunny, a little rain on the first 3 days but 
becoming very warm with temperatures 
reaching 21C (70F) on the 10th.  There 
was very poor air quality on the 8th and 
9th due to pollution from mainland 
Europe.

Every year billions of tons of Saharan 
dust are transported across the Atlantic 
Ocean on the prevailing winds and is 
then washed out of the atmosphere by the 
rains in the Amazon basin.  On 10th April 
the Met Office warned of Saharan dust 
over the UK, so I washed part of the car 
(a rare event) and, sure enough, between 
11.40 and 11.50am there was a spattering 
of large raindrops.  When allowed to dry 
it showed that every droplet contained 
significant dust in suspension.

On a completely different subject – I 
found a dead male blackbird in my 
garden at 6.15pm on Monday 6th April; 
it was still warm to the touch.  I could 
see no injury, the wings were in good 
condition, a few of the tail feathers 
showed some wear and it was quite plump 
(probably because it had made good use 
of my bird table throughout the winter 
belligerently seeing off all competitors).  
It had a ring on its right leg, so I reported 
it to the British Trust for Ornithology 
(BTO).  I had an email response 2 days 
later to say that the bird had been ringed 
on the 8th of March 2008 in Pamber 
Green when it was considered to be a bird 
in its second year – so it was probably 
coming up for its eighth birthday.

David Cullum. Tel. 850315
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Well here we are, the winter has come 
and gone, largely without event - at least 
we should be thankful for that.  As I 
write this report, just after Easter and 
I must say what a lovely time for those 
with gardens with the warmth of the 
sun. It has been most welcome!! Let us 
hope that this is a precursor for a warm 
summer, fingers crossed.    Weather and 
seasons apart, let’s move on. 

A brief resume of the portfolio’s starting 
with my portfolio planning as at our 
meeting held on 18th March 2015 

Applications Received
1. T/00051/15/TCA – New Close, 
Ramsdell Road, Monk Sherborne 		
No Objection   Granted	

To fell1 Metasequoia (Dawn Redwood).

2. 5/00669/HSE – Jonathons Thatch, 
Ramsdell Road, Monk Sherborne 

Conversion and extension of 
existing garage to provide ancillary 
accommodation

Applications Waiting Decision

Land South of Shothanger Works, 
Shothanger Lane				  
No Objection	

Request for screening opinion relating 
to proposed solar farm.

Planning Decisions 

14/06293/HSE - The Rustlings, Ramsdell 
Road, Monk Sherborne			 
No Objection   Granted

Erection of single storey rear extension 
to garage to form store/workshop

14/03592/HSE – Cherry Orchard, 
Ramsdell Rd, Monk Sherborne		
No Objection   Granted

Erection of a double storey front 
extension

Portfolio reports
Local Authority & Rural strategy – Cllr 
Boyle gave a verbal update following 
the BDBC Local Plan Examination 
advising that the council is to carry out 
further work on the plan and consult on 
any proposed changes prior to a public 
hearing scheduled for the autumn. 

Village hall – Cllr Lord Hayter provided 
a verbal update to members of current 
work in hand for various improvements 
at the village hall. Work is being 
undertaken with regard to the renewal 
of the village hall lease. Legal advice is 
to be sought to ensure the village hall is 
protected accordingly. 

Highways Transport and footpaths 
– A number of pot holes within the 
parish remain outstanding and are 
being chased. HCC have been alerted 
to the problem of water pooling on the 
footpath at the end of Kiln Lane. Details 
regarding changes in Concessionary 
Travel and the use of bus passes from 
1st April 2015 were presented. The 
information is to be displayed on the 
parish website and noticeboards. 

Playground – A number of repairs 
required at the play area have been 
identified and are due to be actioned as 
soon as possible. 2 replacement trees 
have been purchased and planted on the 
perimeter of the play area.

Rural Policing & Neighbourhood 
Watch – Information relating to changes 
within the local rural policing team was 
presented.  PCSO Abbey Carpenter is 
to be asked to attend the Annual Parish 
Assembly in May. 

Parish maintenance – Following 
a request from a local business, 
consideration has been given to the 
potential sponsorship of the various 
green spaces maintained within the 
parish. 

Last but not least The Council would 
like to express their thanks to those in 
the parish who have volunteered their 
help with jobs small and large within 
our parish.

Next meeting is combined with the 
Annual Assembly Wednesday 20th May 
2015

Cllr Stan Gibson
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Neighbourhood Plan       

                                          
120 of you attended the Consultation 
event in the Village Hall on Saturday 
14th March, which not only displayed 
the results of the questionnaire, but 
also gave an opportunity for you to 
look at the options for a potential 
small development in the village and 
vote for your preferred option.  All the 
information was then placed on the 
village website enabling more villagers 
to vote up to 17th April.  Once we have 
the full results, this will assist in drafting 
the plan and further discussions with the 
developer of the preferred location will 
go ahead, to ensure the type of housing 
is in line with the village’s preference (as 
established by the questionnaire).  

Chute Pavilion improvements
The working group has been getting 
quotes for decorating the pavilion 
and replacing the floor, as well as for 
refencing and making repairs to the 
tennis courts.  Next on the agenda 
is to get planning permission for the 
proposed new storage area.  A meeting 
with the most regular users of the 
pavilion has taken place to discuss all the 
proposals.  Unfortunately the very small 

window of time that is available over the 
summer (when the pre-school is not in 
term and there are no previously booked 
events) means that it will be unlikely that 
we will get the floor replacement done 
until Christmas, despite everybody’s best 
efforts.

Allotments
If any villagers would be interested in 
taking over an allotment please contact 
the Parish Clerk, otherwise they will be 
offered to non-resident applicants.

Speedwatch
You may have already seen the 
speedwatch volunteers out on the roads 
with their equipment.  They have already 
caught a large number of speeding 
drivers and you never know where or 
when they will be out, so keep your 
speed down or you may find you are in 
receipt of a letter from the police!

Rights of way
Thanks to the excellent report done by 
Mr Edwards and a subsequent visit from 
a Hampshire County Council officer, 
numerous pavements and footpaths 
should soon be repaired.  Inevitably the 
budget is never sufficient to cover every 
problem, but it is a good start!

Buses
The new bus service to Chineham 
has been extremely well received; the 
only issue has been that when picking 
up people with mobility problems in 
Dancers Meadow, it does not have 
sufficient room to turn around.

Trees
You should all have noticed that the tree 
in the island outside the Post Office has 
now been replaced.  The Council is now 
looking at replacing the trees that have 
died on Elm Road.

Village Party
This year’s Village Party is scheduled 
to be held on 4th July this year on the 
village green.

Parish Council Meetings for 
your diary
The Parish Annual General Meeting will 
be on TUESDAY 5TH MAY 2015 AT 
7.30P.M. IN THE CHUTE PAVILION 

The next Parish Council meeting before 
the May bank holiday will also be held in 
the CHUTE PAVILION on TUESDAY 
19TH MAY 2015.

Natasha Rougier 
Parish Councillor

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL



1214

COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 14
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Annual Parish Meeting/
Affordable Housing
Please remember that this important 
meeting will be held in The Memorial 
Hall, Pamber Heath at 8pm on Monday, 
18th May. 

The guest speaker is Mags Wylie, Senior 
Rural Housing Enabler and the title of 
her talk is ‘Rural Affordable Housing for 
local people: Proposal for a scheme for 
Pamber Parish.’ This will be of interest 
to all who live in the parish as there is a 
housing need in Pamber.  

If you live in Pamber and are 
interested in registering for affordable 
housing, please see the posters on the 
noticeboards and on the website. Please 
pass on this information to anyone 
you know who may be interested.  
Alternatively, contact the Housing 
Manager at Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council. 

Planning applications: 
15/00602/LDEU: Application for 
Certificate of Lawfulness for the 
independent residential use of ‘The 
Stables’ with parking area to the north 
and a small enclosed garden to the 
south. 
The Stables, New Road, Little London 
Comments

15/00782/VLA: Request to discharge 
Section 106 agreement to release 
occupancy tie 
The Stables Sullom New Road  
Little London.  
The Stables, New Road, Little London.  
Comments

15/00703/FUL: Demolition of the 
Old Farmhouse and restoration of site 
to garden associated with the Long 
Barn. The creation of a new Farmstead 
incorporating the erection of a dwelling 
and two agricultural buildings with 
associated hardstanding and alterations 
to access. Restoration of farmland 
with biodiversity enhancements and 
associated landscaping 
Wakeford Farm House Aldermaston 
Road Pamber End.  
No objection

a) Planning Decisions: 

14/03528/LDEU: Application for 
certificate of lawfulness for the 
occupation of the dwelling by 
persons other than those employed in 
agriculture.  
Greenacres, Aldermaston Road,  
Pamber Green. 

GRANTED

14/03923: Erection of 5 bedroom 
dwelling and detached garage. Retention 
and conversion of existing dwelling into 
games room/guest room, to include 
dormer window. (Amended scheme to 
that approved under BDB/77624).  
The Barn, Bramley Road, Little London. 

GRANTED

15/00434/HSE: Single storey side and 
rear extension. First floor rear extension. 
Loft conversion and remodelling of 
elevation.  
Woodcote, Bramley Road, Little 
London. 

GRANTED

15/00447/HSE: Erection of  
replacement garage. 
Woodcote, Bramley Road,  
Little London. 

GRANTED

b) Appeal: 

13/00070//FUL: College Farm, Silchester 
Road, Little London – Allowed.

GRANTS
A grant of £175 was made to Tadley 
and District CAB towards the cost of 
providing the service to people who live 
in Pamber. 

Parish Council Elections 
2015.
There will be no election in Pamber 
on 7th May as there were not sufficient 
candidates for an election. The election 
is therefore uncontested. There were 
five nominations for the five places in 
the north ward and three nominations 
for the five places in the south ward. 
The parish council may now fill the 
vacancies in the south ward by co-
option. If you are interested in being 
co-opted, please contact the clerk 
immediately. 

Cllr. Frank Mitchell
Frank has decided to retire from the 
council at this election after serving as 
a councillor for 40 years; for much of 
that time he was chairman. His ‘voice of 
reason’ and dedication to the well being 
of the parish will be greatly missed by 
everyone. As a token of appreciation and 
because of his love of gardening, he was 
presented with an inscribed stainless 
steel spade by members of the council. 
We all wish Frank a happy ‘retirement’ 
from his parish council duties. 

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council, which is the Annual Meeting, 
will be held at 7.00pm on Monday, 
18th May 2015 in The Memorial Hall, 
Pamber Heath. This will be followed 
at 8pm by the Annual Parish Meeting. 
All parishioners are welcome to attend 
both meetings. Details of meetings are 
displayed on the notice boards and on 
the website www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight  
(Clerk) (01256) 88257

Pamber Parish Council Pamber Parish Council met on 13th April 2015
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Our support network is here to help you...

The Old Forge, West End, 
Sherborne, St John, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9LE

01256 851124
For more details, visit our website at: www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

A. MONGER Funeral Directors

Private and Home arrangements available

Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans

Wide choice of memorials for burial or cremation

Choice of coach built hearse such as Horse-drawn, Vintage lorry and motorcycle

Eco-friendly funerals available

Free parking available

24 hour service, 365 days a year

Please feel free to pop 
into our home or give us a 
call...
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Fir Tree Clinic
www.firtreeclinic.co.uk
Tel: 01256 850873 

Sports Therapy

Deep Tissue/Sports 
Massage

Kinesio Taping

Pre/post event 
treatment

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Osteopathy

Bowen Therapy

Remedial Massage 
Therapy

Manual Lymphatic
Drainage

Hypnotherapy/NLP

Reflexology

Aromatherapy

Jin Shin Jyutsu

Reiki

Nutritional Advice

Established 2004

Fir Tree Farm • Pamber Road • Charter Alley • Tadley • Hampshire • RG26 5PZ

Free assessments available • Chiropractors GCC Registered 
- most medical insurance accepted

Fir Tree Clinic Advert 105 x 148:Layout 1  17/10/12  14:49  Page 1

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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4

Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School

At the time of writing, we are all on 
our Easter holidays so I thought it 
would be fun to show you how the 
term ended, in pictures!

Some of Class 3 saw the lambing  
at Chitty Farm

Winners and Judges of the SSJ 500  
words competition

Class 4 Ukelele concert

Winners of the Henry Gray Recitation 
Competition with Mrs Marion Delafield 

(Henry Gray’s daughter)
Easter Bonnet Parade!

Pirate workshop and visit to Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Pirate Day at school! Science visit to QMC
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Probus hears from a  
Sherborne St John Old Sea Salt

Bryan Nagle, although Manchester 
born and bred has lived in Sherborne St 
John for many years as he had worked 
for Wycombe District Council as 
Chief Officer Environmental Health. 
His badminton and tennis days are 
now behind him but golf and being 
a member of the Jane Austen Society 
keep him and his wife Sheila busy in 
their retirement years. Since 1998 Bryan 
has been a member of the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke the social organisation 
for retired professional and business 
managers to which august body of men 
he gave an illustrated talk of his war 
time service in the Royal Navy. 

Moving to the south he trained for 
thirteen months as an Electrical 
Engineering Rating at the Grand Hotel 
in Lyndhurst followed by operational 
service encompassing both the 
European and the Far East theatres of 
war. However the specific topic of his 
presentation was about his research 
that has uncovered the apparent lack of 
public recognition in this country, but 
not in the USA, of the major role played 
by the LST (Landing Ship, Tank) in 
both Europe and the Pacific. Bryan was 
Petty Officer (Electrical) in charge of 
the generation and distribution on two 
LST vessels and he has great affection 
for the unsung heroes that played such 
an important role during the hostilities 
of WW2.

“Operation Dynamo” the 
evacuation from Dunkirk of 
the British Expeditionary Force 
between 27 May and 4 June 1940 
that involved many privately 
owned small boats also clearly 
demonstrated to the Admiralty 
the need for ocean going ships in 
any future amphibious operations.  
Something considerably more 
substantial was needed than the 
landing craft so often depicted in 
war films. It highlighted the need 

to have ships capable of delivering 
substantial number of tanks, vehicles 
and troops direct to the shore and 
therefore had to have a shallow 
draught.  In recognition of this and 
as an interim measure, three 4000 to 
4800 tons tankers which had been built 
with shallow draughts to pass over 
restrictive sand bars in Venezuela were 
converted with new bow doors and 
loading ramps. These, then, became the 
first tank landing ships, the name being 
later altered into LST (Landing Ship, 
Tank).  They proved their worth in the 
1942 invasion of Algeria but their blunt 
bow made for inadequate speed and a 
sleeker hull design was sought.  Both 
the Royal and the US Navies jointly 
designed the Mk 2 version which had 
to carry from 13 Churchill tanks up to 
thirty 3 ton tanks below deck, 15 lorries 
above plus up to 200 troops. Some could 
carry the Landing Crafts mentioned 
earlier. Vessels were also designed to 
become hospital ships and command 
centres fitted with radar and wireless. 
Production started in the USA where 
inland iron foundries on navigable 
rivers could quickly be converted into 
production.  

In total 1150 LSTs were built, some 
80 in the UK and Canada for use in 
future European and Pacific invasions. 
The British built versions were slightly 

larger, of hot riveted hull design making 
them capable of withstanding gale force 
weather, whereas some of the US welded 
hull design were known to have failed in 
heavy conditions. A shared important 
feature of both types, the brainchild of 
British designer, Sir Rowland Baker, 
was the provision of floodable side 
wall buoyancy tanks. This allowed for 
effective trimming of the ship with the 
bow needing a draught of only about 
four feet of water which enabled the 
beach approach to be made at speed 
with the bow doors open and ramp 
down. 

The Normandy landings on D Day 6 
June 1944 was the largest seaborne 
invasion in history and involved 311 
LSTs with only three being lost. Most 
then spent the next month, doing 50 
round trips carrying tanks, supplies and 
troops outbound and wounded troops 
and German POWs on the return.  
Both General Eisenhower and Field 
Marshall Alan Brooke (later Viscount 
Alanbrooke who lived during and post 
war in Hartley Wintney and is buried 
there) agreed that the LST was an 
essential element in the overall success 
of “Operation Overlord”, the code name 
for the Normandy campaign which had 
to be won to turn the tide of the war in 
the Allies’ favour. There was no Plan B!

Check out www.probusbasingstoke.
webs.com for more information about 
the Probus Club for retired professional 
and business managers or phone their 
secretary, Paul Flint on 07770 886521 
for an informal chat.
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News from Sherborne Shires
Editor’s note:  John Wilson is a longtime 
resident of Manor Road, Sherborne St 
John and he and his shire horses continue 
to give a huge amount of pleasure to all of 
us who see them being escorted through 
the village regularly.  Doreen Turner helps 
John with the horses and sent me the 
photo and this news.

This photograph is of John Wilson, 
Silver and his handler and was taken 
by a friend of ours Tracy Muir who 
attended the show from Derbyshire. 

John took his grey, Silver, to the 
National Shire Horse Society in 
Grantham in March. John has been 
attending the show for decades and has 
shown three shires in the decorated 
harness class. He has been very 
successful in the class winning 3 times 
with Yeoman and on March 22nd 2015 
he was thrilled to get the red rosette 
for Silver who John has owned for 6 
years. Silver also got a first in the single 
agricultural implement class and as you 
can imagine John is thrilled.

Personal Care Assistants Needed  3 x Part time Vacancies 
(Not a zero hour contract) 

� Previous experience in a similar role is preferable but NOT essential, life experience 

is more important.  
� You need to be a happy self-motivated and patient person who likes the challenge of 

changing your style to suit the client’s needs, hopefully you love being with the elderly 

talking about the good old days, watching old movies and maybe even baking cakes !  
� For being that important person in our lives I will provide a highly competitive salary, 

generous holiday entitlement, appropriate training, contracted confirmed hours and 

no bank holiday or weekend working. 
� This post is subject to a criminal records check (D.B.S.) 

For further information please contact me on 07963 151738 or e-mail on: - 
jk.harrison@btinternet.com. 

I would appreciate a CV, if you have one. 
 

Can you help? 
My Mum who has dementia 
and lives locally needs care 
from 7.30 am to 5.30 pm 
Monday to Friday; I need to 
recruit 3 wonderful carers 
who can cover the hours 
between them. 
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 / 07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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Womens Fellowship
The April meeting was a Talk on  
The Newbury Coat, given by Mrs  
Jan Blight, a talk with some sentiment 
for her as it was the last Talk she was 
to give.

Mrs. Blight became a weaver, spinner 
and dyer, as a result of injuring her 
back from a riding accident, when 
she was a Dressage rider and trainer.  
She further developed her childhood 
interest in knitting following her 
accident, acquiring a knitting 
machine and entering a network of 
like-minded craftspeople.  Living in 
Basingstoke at the time, she joined 
the Kennet Valley Guild in Newbury, 
in 1990, there being no such Guild in 
the Basingstoke area.

We were given the account of the 
first Newbury Coat, made in June 
1811, near the present Newbury 
Racecourse, where the Greenham 
Mill stood, and from where cloth  
was produced.

The coat was made, rather bizarrely, 
as the result of a wager set by Sir 
John Throckmorton of Newbury 
when the owner of Greenham Mill, 
a Mr. Coxeter, boasted that the 
improvements in his machinery 
were so great that he could ‘take the 
coat off Sir John’s back, reduce it to 
its original wool and make the coat 
again.’  Sir John Throckmorton had 
clearly given this some thought as, at 
a dinner party some time following 
this remark,  Sir John Throckmorton 
wagered Mr. Coxeter a thousand 
guineas that he could not make a 
coat from beginning to end within 
daylight hours of one day.  After some 

calculating, Mr. Coxeter agreed the 
wager and that,  on the evening of 
June 25th, 1811, Sir John would be 
sitting down in the evening in his coat 
that had been made from 5.00 a m 
that morning.  At that time, all wagers 
of this nature had to be recorded by 
law, which is why we have such detail 
of the event.

The coat was made and completed on 
the same day, June 25th, taking 13 hrs 
27mins, from the sheep being shorn, 
the fleece spun, the cloth milled, 
washed, dried and dyed, and tailored 
into a coat.  This coat is now in the 
National Trust property Coughton 
Court in Warwickshire, the home of 
the Throckmortons.

This was not the end of Mrs. Blight’s 
talk, for an identical coat was made 
in September 1991 by the Kennet 
Valley Guild, of which Jan Blight 
played a major part.  They decided 
that they should attempt to make a 
new identical coat, but would give 
themselves two days to produce it. 
They were taken to see the original, 
now 180 years old and dirty, scruffy 
and faded.  They took spy-glasses 
to study the thread, seams and 
everything needed to produce an 
exact replica.

One of the members of the Guild, 
Amanda May, was a friend of the 
famous Johnny Morris and they 
asked him if he would model the 
coat.  Amanda May would use her 
coat for him to try, which would give 
them the appropriate measurements.  
All was well until he tried the coat 
on, for there were two essential 
problems; Johnny Morris was a good 
deal shorter than Amanda May, and 
a good deal wider, plus the fact that 
fabric needs to be shrunk by 25%, and 
double the fabric used for the tails.  In 
all, six miles of yarn were needed to 
make the coat!  

So – at the Newbury Show in 
October 1990 a tent was erected 
and everything installed, including 
sheep and shears, to make the coat.  
It was all erected the day before and 

Mrs Blight was one of the Guild 
members staying overnight to ensure 
an uneventful, and early start the 
following morning.  

There were many stumbling blocks 
in the making of this coat; the right 
time for shearing sheep is late May 
early June, and too much time would 
have elapsed for the fleece to stay in 
its proper condition.  The length of 
the yarns had to be either 32 ½ or 3 
1/8 yds so different techniques were 
needed to produce these lengths.  The 
original coat appeared to be a ‘dirty 
plum’ colour, but the colour the Guild 
used was Indigo, the only cold-water 
dye used.

There were teams of spinners, weavers 
and dyers, washers and dryers, all 
working away to produce this coat.  
Not only did they achieve their goal 
in less than the two days predicted, 
but they achieved the finished 
product in 12hrs 36 minutes, a full 
hour faster than the original.

Jan Blight had many slides to show, 
which brought her talk alive and with 
explanations of how it was all done. 
In October 1991 they raised £16,000 
for Charity, an amazing sum.  In 1811 
one hundred people were employed 
in the making of the original 
Newbury Coat, and in 1991 less than 
a hundred people were employed.  

In 2011 the Kennet Valley Guild 
made a third coat, in a little over 14 
hours.    The 1991 Newbury Coat is 
held at the Newbury Museum. 

Rose Cooper
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship
At the monthly meeting held on 1st 
April John Lambeth, the new Chairman, 
welcomed 55 members and 2 visitors.

Christine Broadbent gave her welfare 
report and Tony Brazier, the Secretary, 
reminded everyone of the trip on 
Thursday 21st May to Devizes and the 
Wadsworth Brewery Tour and the visit 
to Studley Grange and Lydiard Park on 
Friday 12th June.

This month’s speaker was Ian Harrison 
who is chairman of the South of 
England Group of the Friends of the 
National Railway Museum. He charted 
the history of the Museum since its 
opening at York in 1975 by Prince 
Philip. Besides having engines and 
rolling stock on show it also has a large 
collection of art, books, models and 

operating equipment along with an oral 
archive. The Museum also has exhibits 
at Shildon, Swindon, Bressingham, the 
Science Museum in London and even 
one at Milestones here in Basingstoke. 
He outlined the work of the organisation 
which has raised over £1 million since 
1976 and gave details of how his Group 
had raised £20,000 to restore the 
Winston Churchill (No.34051) which 

included sales of prints of a painting by 
Philip D Hawkins showing the engine 
hauling the Atlantic Coast Express at 
Battledown in 1960.

If you would like to join us on any of 
our trips please contact Kate Lambeth 
on 01256 328791.

At the next meeting on Wednesday 6th 
May Tony King will be speaking on 
“Things Aint What They Used to Be”.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at Brookvale Village Hall 
from 10 am – 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants and their partners are 
welcome. Further details about meetings 
can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com

David Cowling
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
THE NEW CONCEPT IN DENTAL CARE 

 

A superb new dental surgery, denture studio and 
dental laboratory - all under one roof.   

With the dentist, implant surgeon, hygienist, clinical 
dental technician and dental technicians all on-site, 

Dentalia offers a very special 
service and can minimise the number of 

appointments and delays. 
 

Now you can have the highest quality dentures designed 
and fitted by the people who actually make them 

Contact us for a FREE consultation to discuss your needs 
 

Fabio Bevilacqua, Dipl. Clin. Dent. Tech. (RCS England), GDC 116615 
Kateryna O’Kill, BDS (CS), GDC 148395 

 
 

Phone Fabio on 353252 or 353033 
 

Dentalia Ltd., 10 Aviary Court, 
Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PE 

  
Visit our website at www.dentalia.co.uk 

for lots more information 
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It has been brought to my attention that 
some people are still unaware that there 
is no Show this August.

The Society has gone into a period of 
suspended animation for three years 
after a new committee and chairperson 
did not come forward to take over from 
current members who were resigning. 
The absence of help with the committee 
meant that the show’s arrangements fell 
to a few people and we felt it impossible 
to continue.

So sadly there is no Monk Sherborne 
Horti Show this year.

However, the village hall committee of 
Monk Sherborne are staging a fete and 
informal show this September – (see 
details) - which we fully support so 
please look out for more details from 
them.

Kind regards 
Kim Fleming

The Monk Sherborne and District  
Horticultural Society

The Monk Sherborne Village Hall Committee are 
holding a village fete and informal horticultural show 
on September 12th 2015. 
The emphasis is on “informal” - ie this is not like the Horti 
Soc Show with affiliation to RHS with its exact categories 
and rules - but much more on a fun basis. It will be held 
at the village hall in Monk Sherborne, where parking is 
rather restricted. Entries are for those in local villages and 
now extends to any current Horti Soc members. For more 
information please contact me directly on email uelsltd@
aol.com 

Bill Hayter, Chairman of MS Village Hall Committee
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Ever watched the 
programme “Grumpy old 
men/women”?  Here I give 
you grumpy old villagers.

I’m quite sure that in 
your village, as in mine, 

at various driveway meetings or coffee 
get togethers there are certain issues 
that cause a unanimous grumble.  We 
all comment on the traffic, the litter, 
the verges or things directly affecting 
our place of residence. Some issues 
make your blood boil, others are simply 
comical. What usually happens is 
likeminded people agree but nothing 
changes.

So this is a giant coffee morning, 
join in if you wish, skip it if it does not 
interest you.

I’m not actually old but I am often 
grumpy. I find inactivity frustrating. I 
believe in the power of a group to make 
changes as so often a man shouting 
alone is rarely heard.  We are going to 
discuss various issues but hopefully 
effect some subtle changes. 

Naturally, your first point of contact 
should be via your Parish council, 
possibly the police if necessary. 
However, for “trivial” gripes there is 
no common body. I am not suggesting 
we become village vigilantes for one 

minute. There are always ways to 
overcome things staying within the law, 
it simply requires a common objective 
and solidarity.

So, my grumble this month is the 
speeding traffic through our village. 
We have a “rat run” through our village 
and I can think of most neighbouring 
villages that have the same problem. 
If you try walking through Monk 
Sherborne for instance between 06:30-
09:00 hrs and 15:00-18:00 be prepared 
to be mown down by someone late 
for work/ school pick up. There are no 
footpaths, cars regularly race through 
the village, drivers (particularly women 
I have noted) on their phones with no 
regard for the safety of others. Every 
time I turn out of my drive there is a 
car speeding up so close behind me, 
sometimes gesticulating as I got in its 
path. Last week a group of four elderly 
residents had just crossed the road to 
chat to each other when seconds later a 
speeding black Volkswagen Golf drove 
past. He would not have seen them, his 
speed was in excess of 40mph for sure, 
and he would have ploughed into and 
killed the four of them had he been five 
seconds earlier. 

The Parish Council have launched an 
appeal for volunteers for the community 
speed watch, so far they have few 

volunteers. I urge you all to get signed 
up, we can stop this.

The local police do regular speed traps 
in certain areas, it does not seem to be 
working.

We can stop this, as a group. There are 
steps we can take if there are enough 
of us to make our village less of a rat 
run. Some research has provided some 
interesting solutions which involve no 
money. Simply villagers acting together. 
Simple steps such as parking your car 
on the road on certain days to make it 
slower and more difficult (but not to 
obstruct emergency vehicles) to those 
cutting through. Having nominated days 
for driving particularly slowly though 
your village, all within the law but very 
effective IF plenty of people join in.

So, this month is speeding. First point 
is to get involved in the speed watch 
campaign so contact your Parish 
Council, do it now, don’t put it off. 
Next month I will give contact details 
to see what the interest is for taking 
some passive action to reclaim our 
quiet villages back from the ignorant 
dangerous drivers.

Grumpy Old Villager

Grumpy Old Villagers !

SILCHESTER PARISH CHURCH PRESENTS ‘A 
VIENNESE SOIREE’ BY FIVE VOICES IN AID OF THE 

BELLS RESTORATION FUND

If you love Strauss, Lehar, Offenbach and their contemporaries, then you will find this Concert delightful. Let 
us whisk you away, Harry Potter style, to a sparkling ballroom in Vienna, where you can enjoy an evening 
of sumptuous music.  Laugh along with the ‘Laughing Song’ and ‘Women, Women, Women’.  Swoon to the 
‘Merry Widow Waltz, and ‘Girls were made to Love and Kiss’.  And join in the ‘Drinking Song’.    We float 

home along the ‘Beautiful Blue Danube’.

Five Voices is a group of experienced singers and actors (Keith Lawrence, Maggie Lowe, Sam Murray, 
Heather Sims and Geoff Trim, with their pianist Michael Evans) who have been performing together for over 

ten years in the Thames Valley area and beyond. This will be another great evening.

Tickets are £10 (including a glass of wine or soft drink) and are available from

Ralph Atton (0118 970 0825) or Richard Fletcher  (0118 970 0633)
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Want to play ball?  
No?  Ok, I will play 
on my own.  I can 
you know, I can 
launch it in the 
air, chase, retrieve 
and pounce on 
it all on my own 
without any help.  
I have to do this 
when the Boss 
tires of playing and 
it amuses him to 
see me amusing 
myself.  In fact 

they both, the Mrs and the Boss, stand 
in amazement watching me when I 
really get going.  They only call a stop 
to it when the ball goes over next doors 
or I get too boisterous - last time this 
happened I had a little contretemps with 
the Mrs’ washing and became entangled 
in the sheets drying on the washing 
line.  I had lobbed the ball in the air but 
my aim was a bit off as it went straight 
into the washing.  I started my search 
among the linen, knowing it was there 
somewhere and feeling terribly proud 
of eventually finding it within the folds.  
I then made the fatal error of not only 
plucking the ball from the volumes of 
white cotton but also the cotton itself 
which escaped from its pegs and came 
with me billowing behind like one of 
those white geese whilst I bounced 
around the garden intent on my game.  I 
mistakenly thought the Mrs was joining 
in when she started chasing me around 
the garden but soon realised that not 
only was it not words of affection she 
was yelling but that she was trying to 
retrieve the sheet, not the ball.  It turned 
out she wasn’t too keen on playing the 
game after all and relieved me of my 
burden muttering incomprehensibly 
to herself -  but magic is not dead in 
this house – the sheet appeared an 
hour later on the line again in pristine 
condition but I could not find my ball 
anywhere……

Bert’s Blog

Following last month’s column about 
the overgrown hedges alongside the 
A340, Jonathan Tinkler has emailed 
to say he is Footpath Secretary for the 
North Hampshire Downs group of The 
Ramblers and footpath representative 
for the Pamber Parish.  Jonathan would 
like to know of any public footpath and 
waymarking problems in our parish at 
jonathan.tinkler@which.net or to HCC 
at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/row/row-
problemreporting.htm  However, roadside 
path problems are the responsibility of 
Hampshire County Council and can be 
reported at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/
selfservice/service557    select report tree 
and hedge problems.

In the March magazine the Priory School 
promoted the view that singing is good 
for you.  I heartily agree and continue 
to love singing with both Tadley Singers 
and the Basingstoke Ladies Choir.  They, 
together with the Basingstoke Male Voice 
Choir, are always looking for members.  
Contact details can be found online under 
Basingstoke Festival of Choirs or contact 
me.  You will be able to hear singing in the 
malls on Saturday 6/6/15.  Tadley Singers 
will be giving a concert in aid of a worthy 
charity on Saturday 27/6/15 at Pamber 
Heath Memorial Hall, 7.30pm.  More 
details available next month but I can 
assure you it will be well worth attending 
and a most enjoyable evening.  Make a 
date in your diary and support a good 
charitable cause.

Pamber resident Dia Ogborn sent me the 
following piece - “When you generously 
offered the readers of the “Villager” with 
free seeds from your collection I was 
reminded of our own garden and my seed 
collecting last summer. Over the years we 
have always envied friends whose gardens 
display the most wonderful delphiniums 
year after year where ours could only 
be described as “ordinary”. Last year 
proved the exception with a display only 
bettered at Chelsea!!!! What was even 
more illuminating was the importance 
of good old “mother nature” in all 
things horticultural, for encircling the 
delphiniums was an “uninvited” family 
of foxgloves, providing the most eye-
catching foil of deepest pink against the 
sapphire blue. It was a sight for sore eyes, 
so much so that I decided to collect and 

dry the seed pods, later scattering them 
along the hedgerows of Pamber Green.  
Hopefully some will decide to stay with us 
and give pleasure to others as they drive 
or walk through the village.  I feel that we 
should offer a big vote of thanks to the 
many residents who have so generously 
planted up the hedgerows outside their 
homes with a variety of spring bulbs, 
primroses, snowdrops etc., making an 
even bigger splash of colour this year 
and contributing that feeling of pride 
we all share in living in such splendid 
countryside.  This beauty comes at a 
price - sadly we must protect it from those 
thoughtless individuals, who left to their 
own devices, would have this green and 
pleasant land covered in a blanket of litter, 
the content of which sums up the sort of 
folk they are!”  Hear, hear Dai and save 
some delphinium seeds for me please.

A visit is planned to Headley Gravel Pits 
near Ashford Hill on Thursday 14th May 
2015 from 7.30pm to 9pm.  This is one of 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust’s smaller reserves and will have on 
show the rare Green Winged Orchids 
which should be at their best in time for 
this visit.  More details can be found at 
www.hiwwt.org.uk ‘What’s On’.

Don’t forget the Pamber Parish Council 
AGM on 18th May 2015 and the chance 
to vote for your Parish Councillors 
on Thursday 7th May.  In addition, 
elections for a Member of Parliament 
and Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Councillors will also be taking place.

I am hoping next month to welcome an 
input from Pamber Green Cub Reporter, 
Jess Thain, a pupil at the Priory School 
who will give news of activities locally that 
she is interested in.

I am encouraged by the emails and 
feedback and items to include that I am 
now receiving.  I appreciate it can be a bit 
daunting to come up with an idea to send 
(just think how daunting I find it when 
I have nothing!) so please keep up the 
good work and send me something.  Any 
snippets of news or items of interest will 
be gratefully received so we can continue 
to spread news about the Pambers and 
from outside the Pambers.

Ann Ellis annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green 
and Pamber End
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Crimestoppers
Our local Police Force 
Due to the new changes that came into 
force on the 1st of April 2015 I’ve been 
asked to look after the area of Baughurst, 
Sherborne St John and Monk Sherborne 
along with PCSO 15820 Antony Brady 
over the next few months until the new 
PCSOs start during the summer period. 
PCSO Abbey Carpenter is still with us, 
but she will be covering other areas 

Many Thanks 
PCSO 12960 John Dullingham 
Contact 101 
Direct dial 01256 405278 
Tadley and Pamber Neighbourhood 
Policing Team

Advice from PC Simon Wright
I am certainly no financial adviser, 
but my policing bones would suggest 
that we are in for a period of financial 
scams! From April 2015 the rules 
surrounding pension funds changed and 
there are now more choices than ever 
before about how you can access your 

pension pot. Fraudsters are likely to take 
advantage of these new rules by trying 
to persuade people to cash in their 
pension - either the whole lot or a large 
sum - and hand the money over to them 
‘to invest’.

There are different types of pension 
scam but they can all lead to you 
losing a lifetime’s worth of savings in a 
moment. You can be sure that if some 
of these unscrupulous characters think 
you’ve suddenly come into a sum of 
money, they will be keen to help you 
spend it!

Watch out particularly for people 
contacting you out of the blue or adverts 
claiming to offer free pension reviews or 
no-obligation consultations. Investment 
scams can look and sound believable, 
with smooth-talking salespeople, slick 
websites or sophisticated brochures and 
prospectuses. This can make it hard to 
tell them apart from genuine investment 
opportunities.

Not everyone is trying to defraud you or 
con you out of your money, but just be 
aware that if something seems to be too 
good to be true, it quite possibly is. Be 
on high alert and don’t be afraid to say 
no or put the phone down!

If you’ve information about any 
crime, please call Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111, or log on to www.
crimestoppers-uk.org where you can 
also give information without anyone 
knowing who you are. Your call is free, 
no one will know you called and you 
may earn a cash reward. You can also 
follow me on twitter @HantsCrimestopp

The Sherbornes Ringers
On Easter Sunday afternoon, 5th April 
2015, one of our youngest ringers made a 
successful first attempt at a quarter peal.  
Ringing on the five newly refurbished 
bells at All Saints, Monk Sherborne, 
Lauren Taylor rang 1,260 changes of 
Grandsire Doubles with her mother 
Miriam Taylor and  Grandparents, 
Valerie and Ian Holdsworth plus Keith 
Gillings (who taught Lauren and her 
mum to ring).  Not quite a family affair, 
but as near as we could get.  Lauren, who 
is 12, has been ringing for over three 
years.  The blisters healed quite quickly 
and the band is very proud of her.  The 
quarter peal took 47 minutes to ring.

 

The band was:
Treble – Valerie Holdsworth
2nd – Miriam Taylor
3rd – Lauren Taylor
4th – Ian Holdsworth
Tenor – Keith Gillings

The bells of St Andrew’s will be having 
an MOT at approximately 11 o’clock on 
the morning of 14 May 2015, together 
with the bells of St Stephen’s, Baughurst. 
The bells will not be ringing but there 
may be some ‘test blows’ to check 
alignments of clappers etc, though not 
for long.  It is over 50 years since they 
last had major work and the church 
needs to know their condition. 

Keith Gillings, Tower Captain
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Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers
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There is more to divorce than just getting the 
Decree Absolute. If you are in any doubt then 
all you need to do is look at the situation 
green energy entrepreneur Dale Vince, 
the founder of Ecotricity, finds himself in 
following a Supreme Court judgement made 
this March (2015).

Mr Vince was in a relationship in the early 
80’s for a couple of years with Kathleen 
Wyatt. They married in late 1981, had a child 
in 1983 and separated in 1984 before finally 
divorcing in 1992. There was no financial 
order made in the divorce. During the 
period prior to their divorce Mr Vince was 
a traveller with no discernible income so he 
did not pay any maintenance to Mrs Wyatt.  

Since then Mr Vince has founded Ecotricity 
and is now a multi-millionaire and in 2011, 
nearly 30 years after their relationship came 
to an end, Kathleen Wyatt lodged a claim for 
financial support. This is because there is no 
time limit set out in law for spouses to make 
these claims. 

This highlights a couple of interesting things. 
There are many thousands of divorces in 
which financial orders were never finalised 

and these could still be open to contest; 
unless both parties have remarried. That 
means if you were divorced without a 
financial agreement being approved by a 
Judge this could be open to legal challenge. 
The majority of cases will have been 
approved by a Judge whether they were 
settled in court or via Collaborative Law or 
Mediation, any that have not been approved 
by a judge could be open to challenge 
however long ago the divorce was finalised.

This case also serves to remind all those 
considering Divorce or currently going 
through the process the importance of 
ensuring financial agreement is reached and 
approved as part of the process, which is 
the only way to be assured of how a legally 
binding outcome.

For more information  about what the 
impact of the ruling may be for you and to 
ensure you have the correct agreement in 
place contact the Family Law Department 
here at Phillips by calling 01256 460830, 
email hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk  or 
visit www.phillips-law.co.uk.

by Hayley Eachus

Divorce – It is more than just  
the Decree Absolute

	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

ENGLAND
(Inspired by Alfred Lord Tennyson or William Blake, one or the other)

Oh to be in England now that spring is here
To wake and find each morning that the sun is shining clear.

Birds filling the air with singing and larks on the rise.
Spring at last arriving, what a surprise.

 
Oh to be in England now April has come.

Lambs gambolling in the fields, bees all a hum.
Daffodillies dancing on the verges green,

Apple blossom and cherry nand magnolias to be seen.
 

Oh to be in England when May comes marching in.
Gardeners busy planting, cornfields sprouting thin.

Winters chill behind us, summer waiting near,
Oh to be in ENGLAND, not here.

Joan Brandon
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ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY 
AND GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, 
Karndean and vinyls. Patios, water features, 
driveways and all types of landscaping. 
Please call: David Thomas on: 
01256 560784 or 07794867326

ICLEAN LOCAL Professional home and 
office cleaning service. CRB checked, fixed 
rate £5 off your first clean. Call  
07516 955 709.

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K 
Solutions Ltd, for all your bookkeeping 
needs.  Please contact us on 07402173137 for 
free initial consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

BUNGALOW WANTED Mature couple, own 
business seek unfurnished bungalow with 
garage on long let.  Tel: 01256 851143

EXPERIENCED HELP NEEDED with 2 
driving ponies in Ramsdell.  Out with  
shelter 24/7.  Daily checks.  One day a  
week and during holidays/sick periods.   
Tel 07553979907

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET MARAZION 
CORNWALL.  Sleeps two.  Fantastic view 
of St Michael’s Mount and and Mount’s Bay.  
Contact Judith Darmady 01256 850029 ( 
doctorj@darmady.demon.co.uk) or Lizzie 
Williams  01722 780905  (lizzie_rich1975@
yahoo.com)

GARDENER WANTED for general help  
in a large garden in Sherborne St John. 
References required. Half day per week.  
Tel: 01256 889215.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or advertising@thevillager.org.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE. Electrical. 
Plumbing. Capentry or Decorationg. For a 
quotation, please phone 01256 780460 or 
07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch 
with me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green. 
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and 
other collectables and am keen to buy a 
variety of items. So if you are looking to 
declutter, or sell an item or collection, give 
me a call. Fair prices offered for good items 
like quality china, and glass, old toys, dolls 
and teddies, books etc etc. Phone 07879 
440478 or email yvonne.cox@virgin.net

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from 
the Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River 
Cottage’ country.  
Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation 
call 850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or 
email me on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. 
Local practitioner, qualified with 14 years 
experience. Will give free initial consultation. 
Phone Derek Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician 
with over 24 years experience. Teaching 
all aspects of drumming from counting, 
reading, playing to tracks, and technique 
etc. All ages and abilities welcome from total 
beginners to advanced. For more info please 
contact John Lezana on 07947 728 686  
www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of 
building work undertaken: patios, garden 
walls, extensions etc. Over 30 years 
experience.  For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP 
PRACTICE? HAVE YOU BEEN LED A 
MERRY DANCE? Well you could be...!  Let 
our six piece SSJ village band S#arp Practice 
shake, rattle and roll you. Popular tunes from 
recent decades, available for parties, dances 
and fetes. Please contact Steve Howe on 
01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, 
including preparation for examinations (CE, 
GCSE, IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation 
and primary/nursery language clubs 
Daytime or evenings, at home, work 
or school. Call Samantha Cruickshank 
(Language Services Specialists) on:  
07944 820284 or email: scruickshanktutor@
yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, 
tree work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable 
and affordable services. Experienced, 
easy going local lady, who checks every 
corner. Ironing services also available. 
References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk

No Call Out Charges Free Estimates 

 Emergency lock, door & car opening  
 All types of locks supplied & fitted 
 British Standard 3621 locks available  
 ‘Beat the Burglar’ Anti-Snap cylinders  
 Keys cut on site 
 Security audits 

 Specialist in uPvc multi-point locks 
 Insurance, domestic & commercial  
  work undertaken 
 Burglary repairs 
 All workmanship & parts guaranteed 
 Fully insured service 

Locked out? Broken Key or Lock? Lost Keys? NO PROBLEM  

Call Len on 07785 384914 
Email: l.elkington@lockrite.org 

Criminal Records Bureau 
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windows doors porches 
soffits rooflines cladding

conservatories garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion
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0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

23 successful years

��


1992-2015


