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Treacle Fair
LODDON VALLEY LIONS CLUB staged their 36th annual Treacle Fair at 

Saunders Field, Tadley on Sunday 4th June. The weatherman was reasonably kind 
and a large crowd enjoyed the many and varied attractions. The event raised £9000 
which will be used for charitable purposes and the main beneficaries this year will 
be Sebastian Action Trust and Tadley Citizens Advice Bureau.

Our thanks to our many sponsors and all those who attended on the day.

Ken Williamson, Loddon Valley Lions

Clift Surgery News 
Patients’ Participation Group

The Surgery is in the process of installing a new telephone answerphone system.  
This may not seem like headline news but a user-friendly, time-saving answerphone 
is the first step in making booking an appointment that bit easier. It is the patient’s 
first point of contact with the surgery and therefore of great importance. If you have 
any views about the present system or suggestions for the new one, please contact us 
by telephone or via the Virtual Group.

On the subject of the Virtual Group, I have had some questions about its purpose and 
its communication skills. Our IT guru, Steve Myers has been away on holiday, but 
will be working on the website. Please can I repeat last month’s plea to sign up to it.

We are getting a new nurse, starting in June.  Initially she will be working one day a 
week and her speciality is respiratory problems - which may come in handy as the 
pollen count rises!

Vicky Clarke

The Vyne Roof Renovation
                                                   

Photographs showing the addition of insulation to the roof and chipping away 
render for the brickwork renovation.

Chris Pound
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July 2017
1 Afternoon Tea at Carlyle House, Ramsdell Rd, Monk Sherborne aiding St Michael’s Hospice 3pm onwards
3 Pelican Film Society, Suite Francaise, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Strawberry Tea, SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
8 SSJ Parish Council invites you to Picnic on the Green starting with Cream Teas from 3pm 3.00 – 10.00pm
8 & 9 Ramsdell Open Gardens aiding Christ Church, Ramsdell. Tickets from d.finch21@btinternet.com 2 – 5pm
10 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
11 Royal British Legion Bramley & Dist. Branch next meeting at Cross House, Bramley 7.30pm
24 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
24 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
26 - 28 Sherbornes & Pamber Bible Holiday Club, Chute Pavilion, SSJ. Wild West themed 9.15 – 12.00
30 Sherbornes & Pamber Bible Holiday Club, St Andrews Church, SSJ www.swp.churchbuilder.org.uk 10.00am

August 2017
1 SSJ Women’s Fellowship ‘Where & What is That in Hampshire’  SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
7 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
21 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am

September 2017
3 Monk Sherborne Village Fete 12 noon
4 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
4 Pelican Film Society, Sully, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
4 Loddon Valley Lions Charity Golf Day at Bishopswood Golf Club. Enquiries: 0845 833 7494
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship - Annual Outing, Location to be advised
16 Felix Fund Live Music Festival, Brickledons Farm, Silchester. Tickets from www.felixfestival.co.uk
16-24 Sherborne St John Village Scarecrow Competition
18 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
24 Organ Recital in aid of RadCan, Pamber Priory 3pm
25 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

October 2017
2 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
2 Pelican Film Society, The Eagle Huntress, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7..30pm
3 SSJ Women’s Fellowship  ‘A Year in the Life of a New Forest Pony’  SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
6 Royal British Legion Dinner, SSJ Village Hall.  Tickets £24 – non-members welcome 7.00 for 7.30pm
7 Dads and Tots,   Sherborne St John Village Hall,  £2 per family, Tel. Scott 416272 8.00am – 9.30am
16 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
23 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
30 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am

November 2017
6 Pelican Film Society, Lion, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
7 SSJ Women’s Fellowship  ‘The Miracle Flower’  SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
13 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
27 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
27 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

December 2017
2 Dads and Tots, Sherborne St John Village Hall,  £2 per family, Tel. Scott 416272 8.00 – 9.30am
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship Christmas Lunch. Details to be advised
11 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall 10.00-11.30am
18 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

Future Events



Church Matters July & August

“Holidays are here again....” goes the 
familiar ditty with its jolly tune and I 
suppose more words, though I cannot 
remember what they are!  There is 
usually something rather cheerful about 
this time of year – at any rate before we 
go on holiday.  The thought of a break, 
we hope in warm & lazy surroundings, 
does much to raise the spirits.  Indeed 
I sometimes think that the prospect of 
a holiday, the anticipation of a lifting of 
the pressures under which we labour the 
rest of the year, is often better than the 
holiday itself.

Holidays do have a number of built-in 
problems there’s no doubt.  First, the 
anticipation is never quite fulfilled, even 
in the best of them.  What looked so 
lovely in the brochure turns out to fall 
short of what we had hoped for.  The 
food is bad or the bed is uncomfortable, 
or the weather is atrocious. What we 
thought it was going to be so relaxing 
turns out to be productive of a fair 
amount of tension.

I remember going on a narrowboat 
holiday years ago.  It looked truly lovely 
– lazing around on deck reading a book 
while beautiful countryside drifted past!  
It turned out to be anything but.  For 
one thing it rained a lot of the time, 
but on a circular route you had to keep 
going, which meant getting soaking wet 
with little opportunity to dry off.  The 
rope got snagged in the propeller, there 
seemed to be an endless number of 
locks to negotiate, collisions were only 
narrowly avoided, cooking facilities 
were inadequate and so on!  By the 
end of day 3 we had to hold a “stress 
conference” to see if we could reduce the 
tension level.  It was partially successful.

Holidays are often advertised as an 
‘escape’ but they can never really be 
that.  We have to take ourselves after 
all.  And many people take their mobile 
phones ...!  We need to preach a bit of 
reality to ourselves and prepare to be 
disappointed.  That way it won’t be too 
bad if we are.  No holiday can be perfect, 
whatever the brochure says!  And not 

only that but no holiday can last.  So 
often we are somehow unprepared for 
this: we long for the holiday and when 
it arrives we enjoy it. But then we’ve got 
to go back to work with no prospect 
of another one.  It is a reminder that 
lasting and perfect happiness is found in 
heaven.  That never comes to an end.  

On one occasion Jesus said to his 
disciples “Come apart with me and rest 
awhile”1.  He makes that same invitation 
to us today if we are Christian believers.  
Perhaps we should ask what space do we 
make for him on our holidays ?  Amidst 
all the fun do we give him time?  What 
about unhurried reading of the Bible or 
a helpful Christian book?  What about 
the chance to think things through as in 
his presence?  How about finding a keen 
church to attend while we’re away?  Such 
things make a big difference and their 
benefit lasts.

Holidays are here again. Have a good one.

John Hamilton

1	 Mark 6:31
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St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk6

SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10AM: 
  2 Jul The Lost Ark 1 1Samuel 4 John Hamilton
  9 Jul The Lost Ark 2   1Samuel 5 Scott Seivewright  

& Andrew King
16 Jul The world’s way 1Samuel 6 Andrew King
23 Jul Effective leadership   1Samuel 7 John Hamilton & Andy Spence
30 Jul Holiday Club Scott Seivewright

SUNDAYS AT SIX:
  2 Jul Teach & Discuss Immigration: more than one  

Christian attitude?
Scott Seivewright

  9 Jul Don’t lose heart 2Corinthians 4:1-12 Steve Howe
16 Jul Whether home or away 2Corinthians 4:13-5:10 John Hamilton
23 Jul Christ’s Ambassadors 2Corinthians 5:11-6:2 John Hamilton

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet on the weeks of Tuesday 4 & 18 July.

We meet for Central Fellowship on Tuesday 11 July. Coffee at 7.45pm  
followed by Bible study discussion and prayer; finish at 9pm

2 July
10am Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

9 July
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

16 July
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

23 July
10am Morning Service & Children’s activity St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service Priory
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ with Lord’s Supper Sherborne St John Village Hall

30 July
10am Holiday Club in Church St Andrew’s

Services for July
St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End
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St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

AUGUST SERMONS 
6 Aug Why did Sarah laugh? Genesis 18:13 Rob Bowen
13 Aug Looking in a mirror James 1:23 Andy Spence
20 Aug At the Name of Jesus Philippians 2:10 Steve Howe
27 Aug There is one body Ephesians 4:4 Scott Seivewright

6 August
10am Family Communion St Andrew’s

13 August
10am Morning service for all St Andrew’s

20 August
10am Morning service for all St Andrew’s

27 August
10am Morning service for all St Andrew’s

Services for August
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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This month’s council meeting was held 
on Monday 22nd May at the Chute 
Pavilion.  

Neighbourhood Plan
Following the vote to accept the 
Neighbourhood Plan at the Referendum 
on 4th May, I can confirm that it was 
formally adopted by Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council on 18th May.  
This means that the Plan now takes 
on full material weight and gives the 
Parish Council more control over 
any development in the village, and 
the power to object to any planning 
requests that are not in line with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Our first action is to ensure that the 
planning submission for the Cranes 
Road development, which formed 
part of the Plan, adheres to the types 
and maximum number of houses 
required.  The current draft submission 
was reviewed in an extended Planning 
Meeting before the full meeting on 
22nd and detailed feedback provided to 
Basingstoke and Deane.

Roads
The state of the roads both within and 
surrounding the village continue to 
cause concern.  The Parish Council have 
informed Hampshire County Council 
about the junction of Cranes Road, Elm 
Road and Kiln Road and this is on the 
list to fix this summer.  We continue to 
apply pressure to HCC, despite their 
budget cuts, to undertake these, and 
repairs to Vyne Road from the village 
all the way to Bramley, sooner rather 
than later.

If you see, and would like to report, 
any potholes, this can be done on the 
HCC website.  A link to the site can 
be found on the SSJ website www.
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk on the Local 
Companies and Contacts page of the 
Directory.

Traffic
Speeding traffic through the village is 
also a major worry for parishioners.  The 
Council have already begun a review of 
possible traffic calming for the A340 / 
West End and are looking to use Section 
106 funding from the Cranes Road 
development to fund this and further 
initiatives to deter speeding motorists 
throughout the village.

Concerned about speeding?  We do have 
a mobile speed camera operated by a 
team of volunteer villagers primarily 
along the Vyne Road near to Bob’s Farm.  
If anyone is willing to gather some 
friends and spare some time to form 
other teams, it would help to deploy 
this device more frequently and catch 
or deter offenders in other parts of the 
village.  Training will be provided.  If 
you are interested, please contact the 
Parish Clerk.  

Village Bus Service
You will have read in previous Villagers 
that the Parish Council has expressed 
concern over the lack of passengers 
using the no.22 service, which serves 
the hospital and town, from the village.   
Stagecoach look to run profitable routes 
and the service has now been reduced 
dramatically and only operates from 
around 9:30am to 1:30pm Monday to 
Saturday only.

We fear that that without regular use, 
even this service may be cancelled.  The 
Parish Council will do what we can to 
ensure a bus route continues to run 
through the village but please can we ask 
that you support the service when you 
can so that we can retain this valuable 
benefit to our community.

Allotments
One of our allotments has become 
available unexpectedly.  If anyone is 
interested in renting it please get in 
touch with the Parish Clerk.

Village Party
And finally, don’t forget that this year’s 
Village Party is on Saturday 8th July.  
Bring your own food, drink, gazebos 
etc. and enjoy the entertainment – and 
it’s all free!

We are here to help you.  If there are any 
matters or problems you wish to bring 
to the attention of the Parish Council, 
please contact the Parish Clerk, Penny 
Mayo at ssjclerk@gmail.com.

Cllr Carl Davies

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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Postcard from... The Isle of Man
The Isle of Man may not be an obvious 
holiday destination for travellers from 
the South of England.  However, the 
Tourist found him/herself there for a long 
weekend in May. The weather was variable 
at best but, nevertheless the Island proved 
to be a little gem, ‘hiding’ (so to speak) in 
the middle of the Irish Sea.

There are two ways to get there - by 
boat from Liverpool / Birkenhead or 
Heysham, or fly.  Ronaldsway Airport is a 
windy space, which provided an efficient, 
informal welcome to this self-governing 
British Crown Dependancy, arriving (as 
we did) from London Gatwick.  Located 
near to the southern end of the island, we 
set off immediately from the airport to 
explore the Calf of Man and the Sound 
that separates it from the main island.  
A pleasant open green space with a cafe 
from which admire the view.

The Isle of Man is relatively empty - 
with the same overall population as 
Basingstoke distributed over an island 30 
miles long by 10 miles wide.  Comparing 
it with (say) the Channel Islands is 
pointless, this is altogether a much bigger 
canvas with much more space, which is 

really beneficial for the wildlife.  Over a 
long weekend it was possible to see red-
beaked Choughs, Hen Harriers, Marsh 
Harriers, Plovers, Gannets, Arctic Terns, 
as well as buzzards, wagtails and other 
more common species.

The history of Man is strongly influenced 
by the Celts, and the Vikings who visited 
frequently. It was alternately part of 
Scotland and England.  Peel, on the West 
Coast, boasts an imaginative museum 
recording life in earlier times, and across 
the road, you can purchase your kippers 
from the Manx Smokery.

The Tynwald (Parliament) dates from 
979 AD and is formed of the (upper) 
Legislative Council and the lower, 
elected, House of Keys, overseen by 
the Lieutenant Governor - the Queen’s 
representative on the island.

In general, the terrain is hilly with rolling 
countryside and a 2000ft mountain - 
Snaefell - in the centre of the island.  
The Northern tip is altogether flatter 
- formed of ice-age boulder clay and 
coastal shingle terraces, providing the 
perfect nesting terrain for sea-birds to 
colonise.   With binoculars to hand, we 

watched the sea-birds protecting their 
young while the wind whistled past the 
lighthouse and other buildings at the 
Point of Ayr.

A further bonus is the acceptance of 
National Trust membership, providing 
UK members free entrance to the Island’s 
attractions.  For those with an engineering 
bent, the Great Laxey Wheel (between 
Ramsey and the capital Douglas) is 
without doubt a most impressive piece of 
Victorian Engineering. Built in 1854, this 
is the nearest thing to perpetual motion 
you are ever likely to see.  Water pumped 
out of the (now closed) Laxey Mine 
(copper, zinc, lead, tin) is channeled half a 
mile down the hillside to power the 22m 
diameter wheel - which in turn moves a 
long well-greased wooden piston that runs 
half a mile back up the hillside, to power 
the lift pumps that remove the water from 
the Laxey Mine.  In addition, there is also 
the Electric Tram, the Steam Railway and 
the Mountain Railway to enjoy.

Lots to do, plenty of unspoilt nature to 
enjoy, and I haven’t even mentioned the 
famous TT motorcycle races.

The Tourist.

Monk Sherborne Village Fete
Sunday, 3rd September 2017 12 noon MS Village Recreation Ground
So get your fruit and vegetables ready. There will be games, side shows, a BBQ, teas, cakes, PIMMS and beer.

Here are the categories for the fruit and veg competition. Don’t be shy if you are worried your veggies are not up to scratch - you 
could be happily surprised. This is not a show for the professional exhibitor; it’s just for fun and the more the merrier.

Vegetables	 Novelty	 Flowers 

1. Five potatoes	 12. Heaviest marrow or courgette	 16. A vase of five flowers (any one sort)	
2. Five large or medium tomatoes        	 13. Heaviest carrot  	 17. Two roses                    
3. Five cherry or plum tomatoes	 14. Ugliest vegetable 	 18. A flower arrangement 
4. Three carrots	 15. Longest runner bean 	 (60cms diam max) 
5. Three leeks                                   	    	 19. Three dahlias 
6. Two courgettes                                                                                                                                     
7. Five beans (any sort)                                                                      

Fruit	 Children’s classes	 Home cooking

8.  Five apples (any sort)	 20. A miniature garden	 25. A chocolate cake (men only) 
9.  Dish of raspberries	 21. A flower arrangement	 26. A fruit cake 
10.Three figs	 22. A Mr Potato head	 27. A jar of jam 
11. Five pears (any sort)	 23. A painting	 28. A jar of marmalade 
	 24. Best scarecrow
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Pamber Parish Council Notes for 
Pamber End and Pamber Green 
Pamber Parish Council met on Monday 
June 12th for its monthly meeting.  

Planning applications:
17/01726/OOBC 
Outline planning permission for the 
erection of up to 64 dwellings, together 
with garages, parking areas, access 
roads, footpaths, landscaping, surface 
water swales and associated ancillary 
development. Matters to be considered: 
Access. West Berkshire Council contact 
name: Bob Dray Ref: 17/00852/OUTMAJ 
Please note the decision on this 
application is made by West Berkshire 
Council. Land at Pelican Road, Pamber 
Heath. Objection

17/01626/LDPO 
Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed 
construction of first floor rear dormer. 
Hartsholm, Silchester Road, Little London

17/01568/FUL 
Erection of a cattery and 1.8m high fence 
following demolition of outbuildings. 
Cob Cottage, Aldermaston Road, Pamber 
End. Objection

T/00199/17/TCA 
T1 Ash - pollard to a standing stem at 4m 
in height. Iona Winston Avenue Tadley

Planning decisions
17/01249/FUL 
Erection of replacement dwelling and 
detached double garage following 
demolition of existing bungalow and 
repositioning of driveway entrance 
(amended scheme to that approved 
under 16/04386/FUL to alter proposed 
floor level and raise roof height) 
8 Clappsgate Road, Pamber Heath 
REFUSED

17/01226/GPDE 
Erection of a single storey rear extension 
(Permitted development notification) 
Queensbridge, New Road, Pamber Green 
GRANTED

17/01037/HSE 
Garage Conversion and Porch 
Boarsbridge Cottage, Bramley Road,  
little London 
GRANTED

17/01031/GPDOFF 
Notification of proposed change of 
use of Class B1(a) office to Class C3 
(dwelling house) consisting of 1 no. three 
bed dwelling. Wakeford Farm House, 
Aldermaston Road, Pamber End 
GRANTED

15/04527/OUT 
Outline planning permission for 
erection of 1 no. dwelling to provide staff 
accommodation for riding school, with 
all matters reserved except for access, 
following demolition of hay shed/toilet 
and tack shed. Pamber Green Riding 
School, New Road, Pamber Green 
GRANTED

Council Election.
The election to fill the two South Ward 
vacancies was held on Thursday June1th 
at St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London. 
Consult the website for details of who the 
new Councillors for Pamber Parish are.

Neighbourhood Plan.
After the presentation on 
Neighbourhood Planning at May’s 
annual meeting, the Council debated 
the merits of a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Pamber and it was decided that, given the 
feeling amongst parishioners, it should 

be looked into. Representatives from the 
Council will meet with a company who 
specializes in Neighbourhood Plans to 
look at the most cost effective options 
available and further details about this 
will be presented at September’s monthly 
meeting. 

Police.
Aimee Scott Molloy, the local Beat 
Officer to Pamber, has been redeployed 
suddenly to Whitchurch. The Council 
are hugely grateful for how responsive 
and efficient she has been during her year 
here and she will be missed.

The next Council meeting will be held 
at the Memorial Hall on Monday 11th 
September at 7.30pm.

Have a wonderful summer!                                                                    
clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End

Things seem to have been rather quiet 
of late.  Maybe it’s just that everything in 
life seems overshadowed by the recent 
frequent trips to the polling station.  
Voting for the Parish Council vacancy 
elections are still to come in as I write 
this article with 3 candidates standing 
in the ballot, the first fought for many 
years.  Whoever wins, at least this time 
parishioners will have had their say.

The Landlord at The Plough Inn, Little 
London, Terry Brown, deservedly 
received the CAMRA best pub in North 
East Hampshire award.  Members of 
CAMRA arrived at The Plough on a 
vintage bus to make the presentation.  
Well done Terry.

St Stephens Village Hall has applied 
to the Calor Rural Community Fund 
for a grant of £1,000.  Voting has been 
ongoing up until 26th June to try to 
secure sufficient votes to successfully 
be awarded a grant which will be used 
for materials and some expert labour to 
install proper guttering and to replace 
part of the rotten wooden façade.

The next Parish Council meeting date 
is 10th July at Pamber Heath Memorial 
Hall.  No meeting will be held in August 
but 11th September sees the following 
meeting held at St Stephen’s Village Hall.

The buzzards in Mariners Copse 
continue to make themselves known 
even though their young must by now 
have fledged.  They are very vocal, which 
is usually a better sign as the moment 
they become silent they are likely to 
swoop down for the attack.  Whilst they 
do not usually make contact, they can 
get quite frighteningly close so a stick 
at hand to force them to leave some 
distance is to be advised.  Hopefully, 
by the time I next write they will have 
given up.

Basingclog Morris Men will be at the 
Calleva Arms, Silchester on 25th July 
and will be joined by the Hook Eagles at 
The Plough, Little London on Tuesday 
5th September.  Kennet Morris will be at 
the Calleva Arms on Monday July 17th 
with guests Theale Tattoo at 8pm and at 
The Plough Inn at 8pm on Monday 14th 

August.  Try and get there and enjoy an 
evening’s entertainment and a pint.

The Basingstoke Festival which 
continues through to 15th July with 
a vibrant programme of events 
taking place at venues across the 
Borough for all ages to enjoy.  More 
news can be found at http://www.
basingstokefestival.co.uk/  and a visit is 
to be recommended.

Don’t forget the quiz at the Plough, 
Little London every 3rd Monday in 
the month starting around 8.30pm.  A 
thoroughly enjoyable evening can be 
had with a contribution of 50p per 
person for the quiz.  Maybe a Pamber 
team could take on the might of other 
local teams!

Ann Ellis

annjellis@googlemail.com
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:08  Page 33
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

Tutor instruction - Step-by-Step

Suitable For Everyone

Therapeutic

Friendly

EXCITING AND NEW!

Tel: 07419  741 670

ASK US ABOUT OUR

WINE AND PAINT EVENINGS! 

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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4

Trusted since 1802

Sherdon are now part of Simmons & Sons

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan
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Sherborne St John Church of England 
Primary School 
The deadline for the Villager articles 
dictates that I am writing this with some 
trepidation at the beginning of June, 
when the wind is rattling the window 
frames and the children are having ‘wet 
playtimes’ due to the rain! Therefore 
dare I hope that by the end of the month 
we will be able to hold our Sports Day 
in sunshine at the Chute Recreation 
Ground, and that we can walk across 
the fields to the Vyne to look at the roof 
repairs without the need for waterproofs 
and wellies? 

Despite the weather, rehearsals are 
in full flow for this year’s Junior 
Production of ‘Peter Pan’. The stage is 
up, the backdrops are painted and the 
costumes and props are being prepared 
– we have a whole tribe of Indians, a 
frolic of fairies and a pandemonium 
of pirates as well as a small legion of 
lost boys, all in good voice for the 
performances in July.  

Whilst the country went to vote in the 
General Election on 8th June, we held 
our own School Elections.  Children 
in Class 4 formed five ‘political’ parties 
– the Other Hand Party, the Jolliffe 
Believers, Penney’s Party, the Preserver’s 
Party and Britain’s Helpful party - and 
prepared their manifestos, slogans and 
posters.  The party leaders delivered 
their election speeches to the whole 
school and the ballot box was set up 
for everyone to vote.  Congratulations 
to all of the parties, and especially 
the winners, Penney’s Party.  Future 
politicians in the making?!

For some weeks we have had a large 
sheep in the corner of the classroom 
for Class 4.  ‘Dolly’, as she has been 
nicknamed by the members of staff old 
enough to understand the joke, has 
now been decorated to represent the 
school and she was taken to Winchester 
Cathedral where she met up with 11 
other sheep in the grazing area at the 
back of the Cathedral for the Leavers’ 
Service in June as part of a Diocesan 
initiative called ‘Ewe Matter’. The Year 
6 children prepared designs for the 
decoration and painted the trees that 
represented the school and then each 
pupil left a thumb print as a leaf on the 

tree. The biggest challenge, however, 
was manoeuvring the sheep onto the 
coach and then through the streets of 
Winchester to the Cathedral – a sight 
which, I am sure, amused a number of 
tourists in the town!

Thank you to everyone who supported 
our School Summer Fete on 10th June. 

We had great fun playing all the games, 
enjoying burgers from the barbeque and 
watching the Judo and Dance displays.  
Thank you too to all the parents and 
children who manned the stalls and 
helped to make it a successful afternoon.

As the term draws to a close, we say a 
sad farewell to our Year 6 pupils and 
wish them well in their secondary 
schools.  We have a Leavers’ Service in 
St Andrew’s Church at the end of term, 
and their final act at the school will be 
the traditional ringing of the school bell.  
Have a wonderful holiday – and let’s 
hope that the weather is better! 

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766



21



22

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk



23

The Priory School
This year we have been making the 
most of our National Trust membership, 
kindly provided to us by the Parents’ 
Association.  Here are some members of 
Year 6 to tell you more about our most 
recent visit....

Year 6 Vyne Trip 2017
On Tuesday the 6th of June, Year 6 went 
on a trip to The Vyne for an exciting but 
historical look at what life was like in 
Tudor times.

Rooftop Walkway
Whilst we were there we were fortunate 
enough to have the privilege of going 
on the new Rooftop Walkway which 
was where we saw the construction of 
the old Tudor Roof. It was also spread 
out with interesting facts to help us 
learn about the roof ’s history and 10 

Lego figures which we had to spot along 
the way. It had an amazing view of the 
grounds.

The House
After the Rooftop Walk, we got split into 
groups and half of us did the “Tag a tile” 
and the other half were given a tour of 
the house. During the house tour, we 
learned lots of fascinating facts about 
the furniture and facilities they used for 
different reasons like: Mirrors to reflect 
light, tapestries on the wall to keep 
warm and a stool to exercise the thighs 
for horse riding.

Tag-a-tile
We were given an incredible opportunity 
to design a tile using marker pens. Our 
tiles are going to be used to re-tile the 
roof; they will remain there for the next 
200 years! Everyone drew whatever they 

wanted on their tile and 
Mrs Coe (our teacher) created a “Priory 
School Year 6 Leavers 2017” tile for us 
all to sign.

Personally, we think that EVERYONE 
enjoyed the trip and we would definitely 
like to visit The Vyne for another trip 
again!

We always welcome visits to the school; 
should you wish to see our classes in 
action please do call the office on 01256 
850062.

Pat’s Open Studio
You are warmly invited to come and view my paintings at :

8 Tyfield 
Sherborne St John 

RG24 9HZ

As part of the 
Hampshire Open Studios Art Trail

My opening times are 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Sat 19 Aug –Mon 28 August 
(Closed : Thurs 25th)

For full details and directory of participating artists

www.hampshireopenstudios.org.uk.

Regards 
Patty Burt

Proceeds from refreshments to local charity
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Fun at the fair to help 
local cats! 
Basingstoke & District Cats Protection 
will be celebrating the 90th anniversary 
of the founding of the charity at The 
Linda Burgess Memorial Summer Fair 
at Viables Craft Centre, Harrow Way, 
Basingstoke on Saturday 22 July 2017. 
Running from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, it 
promises to be a fun-filled afternoon for 
all the family.

As well as a variety of stalls to appeal to 
all ages, visitors can treat themselves to 
some of the delicious homemade cakes 
available and sit down for a cuppa.  

Entry is 50p or a donation of cat food, 
so please come along and give the 
cats your support.  Fundraising Team 

Leader, Hilary Wells said “Last year, the 
branch rehomed 136 cats and kittens 
and either neutered or assisted with 
the costs of neutering for 294 cats and 
kittens. So our bills are considerable and 
we rely on our wonderful supporters 
that enable us to carry on our work”.

I have been reliably told by the miniatures 
that if I blow on to these dandelion seed 
heads I should be able to tell what the 
time is.  Whenever we go for walks there 
is always a mad rush to find a dandelion 
“clock”, pick it and then blow it all over 
the place while counting.  Basically, 
which is one of the miniatures recently 
learnt favourite words of the moment, 
basically, I don’t need to blow anything 
as the only interest I have in time is how 
far away from dinner we are which my 
tummy tells me by the amount of empty 
space therein and how many pats and 
tickles I can squeeze into one day.

If one miniature finds a ‘clock’ then the 
other miniatures must also find one or 
all hell breaks loose.  I have been told on 
many occasions to refrain from playing 
this game as every time I come across one 
and have a sniff to check it out the fluff 
goes straight up my nose, huge sneezes 
follow and seed clocks disperse faster 
than I can chase a stick, the miniatures all 
start crying and I am the least favourite 
dog in the vicinity.  

As you can see from this photo the 
inhalation and ensuing sneezes left bare 
heads and blew 1 o’clock through to 12 
o’clock straight into the azure sky and the 
miniatures are at present racing around 
like lunatics trying to catch time!   Man, 
these kids play some weird games.  Give 
me a stick or a ball to catch any time 
but you just can’t get your teeth into this 
fluffy stuff.  The whole object of the game 
is defeated anyway when the Mrs looks at 
her wrist and says it’s time to go home – 
how does she know, when time is floating 
about all over the place?

Bert’s Blog

Pamber Priory Organ 
Recital in aid of RadCan 
Sunday, 24th September 2017 @ 3pm    Organist:  Andrew Benson-Wilson

The organ is small but is well 
maintained; it was made in 1784 
by Richard Seede of Bristol and 
the acoustics in Pamber Priory are 
exceptionally good.  The organ at the 
Priory is listed in the British Institute 
of Organ Studies (WWW.NPOR.
ORG.UK number P00754, as ‘being 
an instrument of importance to the 
national heritage and one deserving 
careful preservation for the benefit of 
future generations’.

RadCan is a local charity which is 
raising funds to pay for radiotherapy 
equipment for Basingstoke Hospital.  
These pieces of equipment will enable 
patients in this part of Hampshire to be 
treated locally instead of having to travel 
to Southampton Hospital.

David Cullum.
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Too Much To 
Remember
I lost my glasses at home today
It wasn’t the first time I have to say
I’ve done it many times before
And probably will do it many times more.

It’s not just my specs that I lose
But my car keys that I need to use
And even my phone gets lost somewhere
Stuck down the inside of my chair.

I walk into a room and then can’t recall
Why I’m standing here at all
I came in with a definite thing in mind
But then forget what I’m here to find

I’ve got so many passwords in my brain
That remembering them all is a pain
It seems everything needs a word or pin
To open up and get you get in.

Sometimes I sit here staring into space
Wondering if I can keep up with the pace
Of so much information that I need to retain
And fit in my already overflowing brain.

The memory bank cannot hold much more
There is no room left in which to store
The information that needs a place
So I write it in my notebook, just in case.

Bill Breakspear

Royal British Legion  
- Bramley and 
District Branch

Royal British Legion Dinner
Non-Members will be very welcome

Friday 6th October 2017

7pm for 7.30pm

Sherborne St John Village Hall

£24.00 per person

To include a drink on arrival, 3 course meal and coffee 
with full table service

Guest speaker: To be announced

Raffle, Auction and Bar

Tickets from:   John Delafield 01256 889789  (johnd@lxavionics.co.uk)

Rhydian Vaughan 01189700728 (rhydian@battlefieldtours.co)

The event will comprise a formal dinner with smart clothing (as a guide, jacket 
and tie for the gentlemen would be appropriate). Miniature medals may be 
worn if entitled to do so.

Royal British Legion Registered Charity No. 219279

Royal British Legion - Bramley and District Branch
You don’t need to have served in the armed forces to join the Royal British 
Legion.

Our next Branch Meeting will be on Tuesday 11th July at 19:30 in Cross House, 
Bramley, and the Presentation will be given by Bryan Jenkins on “Life as an 
Engineer on a Nuclear Armed Vulcan Squadron”. By all accounts this will be a 
scintillating presentation……………..

Please come whether or not you are a Member; no need to pre-book. Cross 
House is next to Bramley Church and there is car parking.
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Womens Fellowhip Sherborne St John
The June meeting was a talk given 
by Mandee Siegert on Stained Glass.  
Mandee had a selection of her work 
using different techniques.

Although the history of stained glass was 
apparently not Mandee’s forte, she gave 
us an outline of how stained glass evolved 
from the 11th century, when the craft was 
used in churches, mosques and cathedrals 
in Europe and the Middle East.

England imported artisans from France 
who had developed the expertise to 
solder pieces of glass together using 
lead. Examples have been found at 
Pompeii as well as the Middle East 
where alabaster was used to fill the gaps.  
In 1666 stained glass had been hidden in 
London, possibly due to the Great Fire, 
and has never been found.

Glass is made from sand, Cilicia, 
potash, flint and quartz crystal.  One 
very important part of the art of 
making stained glass is the soldering.  
Techniques have changed throughout 
its history as well as the materials. In 
modern glass, yellow stained glass 
for example is bought pre-stained but 
earlier the stains were made using 
different chemicals according to the 
colour required.

After the Dissolution of the Monastries 
windows were re –created using new 
lead.  York Minster has more medieval 
stained glass on one site than any other 
building. 

In the 19th century stained glass was 
used in stately homes as well as churches 
to show the owner’s wealth. In the 1930’s 
new techniques were formed, partly due 
to the well-known  company Tiffany, 
founded back in the 1880’s but it wasn’t 
until the early 1920’s that Tiffany lamps 
were being made in beautifully intricate 
stained glass. Craftsmen made an ‘H’ 
shaped section of lead which the glass 
slotted into, then cement would hold the 
glass tightly in the groove of lead. It was 
Louis Tiffany who invented the Copper 
Foil which is a soft material which 
would bend, enabling him to make the 
highly decorative lampshades.  

Mandee had a selection of tools to show 
us and said that although the technique 
of cutting glass looks simple, it requires 
practise and patience. Her main cutter 
is best described as a pizza cutter which 
rolls along the glass and breaks the 
surface.  At a certain point the glass can 
be snapped in two. The sound made 
is crucial and tells the user the correct 

weight and depth of pressure.  She also 
showed us her pliers, or rozers, used 
mainly to break corners.

Mandee mentioned that Baughurst 
Chapel, now privately owned, is being 
restored and she was asked to assist in 
the renovations on the stained glass 
windows. She has been involved in 
constructing film scenes, namely the 
new Mary Poppins film Mary Poppins 
Returns, as well as restoration of the 
ceilings at Windsor Castle following the 
fire in 1992.

Her hallmark on her work is a bird – 
usually a kite, but she also loves to  
create the phoenix (pictured on the 
front cover).

Mandee also makes jewellery – she runs 
her business, AS Stained Glass, from  
her studio in Pamber End.  She also 
holds classes. Her website is  
AS-stainedglass.co.uk.

Mandee was thanked for her  
fascinating and informative talk  
by Mrs. Margaret Lewis.

The next meeting on 4th July is the 
strawberry tea and bring-and-buy sale.

Rose Cooper

Learn to Play Bridge
If you’ve always thought you would like 
to learn to play bridge, but have just 
never got round to it; if you would like 
to try something new and challenging 
which opens up a wide new social circle 
for you and introduces you to a game 
that can be enjoyed at so many different 
levels; if you played a little years ago, 
but have forgotten most of what you 
ever learned; if you’ve never even played 
cards before, but would like to see what 
it is all about: why not come along to 
Basingstoke Bridge Club on Tuesday 
5th September at 7.15 pm? We have 
been running classes for beginners for 
many years now. Every year some class 
members go on to become members of 
the club and most become as addicted to 
the game as the rest of us. 

Beginners’ classes take place on Tuesday 
evenings (7.15 to 10.00 pm). The course 
runs from September to July with 
various breaks for holidays. The cost 
is £60.00 for each of the three terms of 
ten lessons. The first of these evenings 
is entirely free. You will find yourself 
playing a mini version of bridge on the 
very first night. Each lesson comprises 
about 20-30 minutes teaching followed 
by lots of practice hands to play. You will 
receive notes and copies of the hands 
with commentary every week, together 
with some homework to keep you up to 
speed. The course is run by Chris and 
Helen Kinloch who can be contacted 
by e-mail: kinloch@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01264 333175.

Basingstoke Bridge Club is a very 
friendly club with over 200 members. 
Visitors are always welcome. We 
have bridge every day from Monday 
to Friday. Our main evenings are 
Mondays and Fridays, and there is also 
bridge on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoons. Thursday evenings are for 
less experienced players who do not 
feel ready to join the other sessions. 
Table money for visitors is £3.00, but 
the first Thursday you play you will not 
be charged. (To find out more about 
Thursdays, telephone George Collins on 
01256 780940.) 

The club address is Maydene, Sherborne 
Road, Basingstoke RG21 5TG. 

www.basingstokebridgeclub.co.uk

♣ ♦ ♥ ♠
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Probus hears from ex  
UK Ambassador to Syria 
The greatest human disaster in the 21st century is how Adrian 
Sindall sums up the situation in Syria. And he should know 
because he can see the differences today to when he was our 
man in Damascus twenty years ago.

Today Syria has become an international proxy war with US, 
Russia, France, Turkey and the EU involved; sometimes in 
military action but also attempting a diplomatic solution. This 
is hindered by 1500 factions either for or against the Syrian 
government and also fighting amongst themselves. The statistics 
of this conflict, now in its seventh year, are staggering. 300,000 
dead, 1,000,000 wounded, half the population, 6,300,000, 
living in refugee camps in Syria and 4,900,000 refugees in 
neighbouring countries.

It was never a straightforward situation in Syria and the 
surrounding Middle East. This whole region was divided up by 
the French and British after the First World War following the 
fall of the Ottoman Empire. Syria was further sub-divided by 
France to include an area dominated by the Kurds. The Second 
World War saw Syria support the Palestinian cause with later 
increasing Russian influence, both militarily and commercially 
where Syria adopted a Marxist command style economy. Over 
the years various types of relationships were developed in the 
region by the dividing powers with increasing support from US.

Syria felt betrayed that Egypt signed a peace accord with Israel 
and thought it necessary to strengthen ties with Iran. Similarly 
Iraq was supported by the US. And there were all kinds 
complicated cross supporting alliances that if charted looked 
more confusing than an electrical wiring diagramme.

After the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Syria was left almost isolated and needed to develop 
relationships with western countries. It had helped that they 
had supported the allies in the Gulf War. When President Assad 
died and his eldest son having previously been killed in a car 
crash, the second son, Bashar, was in London training to be an 
ophthalmogist. He returned to Damascus to become leader of 
the Ba’ath Party and President.

With the rise of the Arab Spring movement in 2011 across 
several countries it soon became the turn of the Syrian 
government to defend its position. At that time the US 
considered that Assad should not benefit from any western 
assistance as Russia was increasing their influence and Iran 
wanted to keep him in power. Then Turkey and Qatar and the 
Muslim Brotherhood put in their pennyworth but this upset 
Saudi Arabia.

Today, with direct Russian military support Assad appears 
to have turned a corner in this highly complicated conflict. 
Looking at a map of the current situation appears confusing to 
the layman but the reality is that while ISIS and their acolytes 
occupy 75% of the land mass it only contains 25% of the 
remaining population whereas Assad controls 25% of the land, 
mainly by the coast, and this is the important bit, 75% of the 
population. 

In recent times there has emerged an international feeling that 
Assad might stay in place and therefore should be involved in 
the diplomatic process of finding a solution. Any US/Russia 
joint initiative has hit a snag because of a US law that prohibits 
cooperation between these countries. There then comes a 
question of who will be in charge of those parts of the country 
after ISIS has been defeated. Shades of Iraq and Libya where 
there was a failure to have a proper exit policy.

The toll on Syria, both culturally with the destruction by ISIS of 
World Heritage sites like Palmyra and economically, has been 
substantial. Only time will tell if it ever recovers.

Adrian Sindall summed up the overall situation that Syria is 
rather like a Rubic’s cube when compared to a cross word puzzle.

Details about the Probus Club of Basingstoke, the social club for 
retired professional and business managers, can be seen on their 
web site www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or contact their 
secretary Paul Flint on 07770 886521 for an informal discussion.
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Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship
The Group held its annual open 
meeting on 7th June where 40 members 
and 2 visitors were welcomed by the 
Chairman, David Cowling who also 
expressed thanks for the large number 
of raffle prizes which had been donated.. 
The Secretary, Tony Brazier, then gave 
details of the forthcoming trips to 
Beaulieu and Buckler’s Hard on Monday 
10th July and Stourhead on Thursday 
10th August for which there were still 
places available. He also reminded 
everyone of the Thames river trip to 
Greenwich on Thursday 21st September, 
the Mystery trip on Wednesday 25th 
October, Portsmouth Dockyard 
and Victorian Market on Friday 1st 
December and the Christmas Lunch at 
BCOT on Thursday 14th December.

The speaker this month was Professor 
Alix Booth who gave a full history of 
The Punch and Judy show which has 
its roots in the 16th-century Italian 

commedia dell’arte. The figure of Punch 
is derived from the Neapolitan stock 
character of Pulcinella, which was 
anglicized to Punchinello. He is a 
manifestation of the Lord of Misrule 
and Trickster figures of deep-rooted 
mythologies. With help from her many 
puppets she recreated the show which 
evolved as we know it today in the 
Georgian period.  She included many of 
the traditional characters such as Judy’s 
ghost, Hector the horse, Pretty Polly, the 
Doctor, Joey the clown, the Constable, 
Jack Ketch and the Crocodile and went 
on to explain how following a slight 
decline in popularity at the end of the 
19th century a revival came with the 
railways and bank holidays when people 
went to the seaside and the Punch and 
Judy show followed.

The next meeting is on 5th July when 
the speaker will be Mark Watts on 
Winchester Prison – Past and Present. 

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at Brookvale Village 
Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants and their partners 
are welcome. The year’s programme 
and further details about meetings 
and outings can be obtained from the 
Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 
or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 
would like to join us on any of our trips 
please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791.

David Cowling
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Social media can help you keep in touch 
with family and friends, but beware there are 
significant boundaries between home and 
work.

Gill Brown, Head of Employment Law at 
Phillips Solicitors is warning all social media 
users that these boundaries can be easily 
blurred and could lead you into trouble and 
even dismissal from your employment.

Misuse of the internet and social media is 
thought to cost our economy billions of 
pounds every year through theft of time 
used engaging in social media instead of 
working, defamation of businesses and their 
products and cyber bullying of other people 
often leading to absenteeism.  Your employer 
has the right to protect itself and although 
you do have certain rights to freedom of 
speech and protection from invasion of your 
privacy, these rights have to be exercised 
with caution.

The first thing to do is to check your 
employer’s Social Media Policy.  These vary 
as some companies allow and even embrace 
it as part of a working day.  More commonly, 
however, there are strict rules on its use 
during working hours or even a complete 
ban on its use.  These rules are separate 
of course to your legal duty not to make 
defamatory remarks about the company 
or work colleagues, or to make comments, 
that even unintentionally, might bring your 
employer into disrepute.  Most company 
policies make it clear that breach of their 
Social Media Policy will lead to disciplinary 
action and even dismissal.

You must remember that it is not safe to rely 
on social media privacy settings because 
comments can and often are copied, shared 
or forwarded on and quickly get into the 
public domain.  

Just be aware that in a recent case the 
Employment Tribunal upheld a company’s 
right to dismiss an employee, who made 
derogatory remarks about her company.  
The employee’s defence was that she did 
not know that her Facebook page could be 
seen at work and she denied that she was 
talking about her employer.  She also said 
that the company should have taken into 
account that she had been with the company 
for many years and had a previously clean 
disciplinary record.  In spite of all of this, the 
Employment Tribunal found that it had been 
within the band of reasonable responses 
for the company to dismiss her given the 
derogatory nature of the comment, which 
was clearly aimed at the company.  

If you require clarification on your rights 
regarding social media or any other 
employment issue, we are here to help with 
professional advice.  Contact Gill Brown on 
01256 854605 or Karen Bristow on 01256 
854670.

Social Media – Beware – Don’t Lose 
Your Job!	 LEGAL 

	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

To find out more about Phillips visit www.phillips-law.co.uk.
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PILATES CLASS - Monk Sherborne Village Hall 
on a Wednesday eve 6.30-7.30pm. Beginner & 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (6 weeks payable up front). Limited 
spaces, please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO RENT  
Well-equipped cottage near Daymer Bay, 
N.Cornwall, 5 mins walk from Beach and 
costal footpath. Surfing at Polzeath and 
sailing and golf at Rock within easy reach. 
Sleeps 9 in four bedrooms. Enclosed garden, 
patio with barbecue, parking for several 
cars. Various weeks available throughout the 
summer, including May half term. Call Trish 
on 01256 851117

FOR SALE Mini Cooper D convertible.   
Cream with black roof.  2012 reg.  35430 miles.  
MOT till May.  Full service history.  £7950.   
Tel: 01256 889215

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch with 
me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green.  
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP PRACTICE? 
HAVE YOU BEEN LED A MERRY DANCE? 
Well you could be...!  Let our six piece SSJ village 
band S#arp Practice shake, rattle and roll you. 
Popular tunes from recent decades, available for 
parties, dances and fetes. Please contact Steve 
Howe on 01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 0118 970 0264
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jean Lindford	 850264
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders (Rota) 	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Alan Brown	 324450
			   Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Dave Green	 881337

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall			                    850036
MS Village Hall             		  Miss Carol Pope	                                                                   850536
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com  		
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Anthony Murray	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  464501
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003

Contacts
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.
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