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noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Your readers might be interested to know that this is the 
roadside rubbish that we picked up on a Sunday evening 
walk in July, between West End and the Monk Sherborne war 
memorial, presumably thrown from cars. 

Russell Jones

The Clift Surgery in Bramley Needs You!
You will have been aware that The Clift surgery is having a reboot in so many 
ways. We are modernising our building and dispensary to provide easier access 
for wheelchair users and prams, expanding to accommodate the ever- growing 
population of Bramley and surrounding villages, and have taken on new staff. You 
will notice a familiar face with Dr James Norfolk returning to our team and we are 
still on the lookout for another doctor with some interest and hope for the future in 
this respect. 

Times have been hard for the NHS as a whole but with the 70th birthday year of the 
NHS we would like to focus on things to be proud of.   The Clift Surgery is one of 
several key services central to the community and as such we are wanting to engage 
with our patients and community more. We are approaching Bramley primary 
school to provide some artwork to display on the surgery walls and aiming to set 
up an informal walking group to start at lunchtime from the surgery in September, 
details to follow next month! These projects are stimulated though the engagement 
of interested patients, who are members of the Patient Participation Group (PPG), 
and who meet with surgery staff to identify key issues of importance to our patients 
and community that we can support together. 

We are very keen to make sure our whole community is represented in this group. 
So your surgery needs you; be you a mum/dad, teenager, in employment/commuter, 
retired or carer. If you would like to be involved or just find out what the PPG is 
about, please contact David Gent by email davidgentj16@hotmail.com. Help us to 
help you.
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September 2018
2 Pelican Film Society, Darkest Hour, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
3 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – To be advised at a later date,  2.00pm
10 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
15-22 Sherborne St John Scarecrow Competition, further details to be announced
17 B/S Horti Society, Growing Plants 4 RHS Chelsea Flower Show – Jamie Butterworth, Kempshott VH 7.30pm
17 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
24 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
29 Artisan Market,  Sherborne St John Village Hall 11.00am-3.00pm
30 Basingstoke Festival of Choirs, The Anvil 7pm

October 2018
1 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
2 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – The Glass Maidens’,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
7 Pelican Film Society, 3 Billboards outside Ebbing, Missouri, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
8 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
15 Basingstoke Horti Society, Australia, A Plantsman’s Paradise – Steve Austin, Kempshott VH 7.30pm
15 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
27 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Annual concert + Hants Police Male Voice Choir, QMC
29 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
29 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

November 2018
4 Pelican Film Society, Phantom Thread, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
6 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Crafts for Christmas,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
12 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
12 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
19 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, AGM, Cheese & Wine, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
24 Artisan Market,  Sherborne St John Village Hall 11.00am-3.00pm
26 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
26 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

December 2018
2 Pelican Film Society, Secret Life of Bees, The Ark, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – To be advised at a later date,  2.00pm
9 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Christmas Concert, Carnival Hall
10 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Christmas Party/Buffet, tickets only,  Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
10 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
10 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
17 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

Future Events
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 16493 Luke ROBINSON 	 luke.robinson@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Alan Brown	 324450
			   Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter	                  850036
MS Village Hall             		  Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com	 01256 851373	
				    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 01256 889534
			   Caretaker                                                                               	 07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com  		
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003
June 2018

Contacts
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Church Matters September

One of the expressions often used by 
writers on family life today is “quality 
time”.  Parents need to spend “quality 
time” with their children - and indeed 
with each other for that matter.  It 
is an obvious priority - after all no 
relationship can flourish in the absence 
of communication.  However it is also 
very easy to make parents feel guilty 
about this because the fact is that we 
all have a great deal to do and our 
pressurized existence makes it difficult 
to take time out to play with the 
children gladly and to give them our 
total concentration.  There are just too 
many demands on our time.

On the other hand the doctrine of 
“quality time” can be an excuse for 
spending less time with our children 
than we should!  We can fall into the 
tendency of thinking that we have given 
them the time they need when we have 
spent half an hour of “quality time” with 
them - that’s it for the day!  We forget 
that children also need what we might 
call ‘quantity time’.

Our difficulty is made worse by the 
fact that children are not so good at 
entertaining themselves as they once 
were.  An older friend of mine used to 
say, “Keep them happy with a book!” 
- but nowadays fewer and fewer have 
the patience or the perseverance to sit 
quietly and read.  Electronic games have 
taken over and yet they are incapable of 
delivering the same level of interest and 
satisfaction as that to be derived from a 
good book!

The problem of boredom has become 
far more acute in our century than ever 
before.  Agricultural life prior to the 
Industrial Revolution was a whole-life 
activity.  It blended work with exercise 
and community life.  And as soon 
as they could help children became 
involved in some way.  Of course we 
cannot return to that but it illustrates 
part of the problem.

Another factor is the effect of 
advertising and the expectations it 
creates.  We have bought into the idea 
that a fulfilled life is full of fun from 
dawn to dusk.  Advertisers and the 
entertainment industry encourage us 
to pursue this by means of increasing 
exposure to whatever form of 

stimulation takes our fancy.  But of 
course it proves to be a mirage – what 
promised so much excitement turns 
out to deliver disappointment and 
worse.   We need to help our children 
to see that living for fun and searching 
after pleasure is a futile quest – a 
“chasing after the wind” as the writer of 
Ecclesiastes puts it1.  

We also need to teach children to value 
time.  As everyone knows it seems to 
drag when you’re young and races along 
when you’re old.  In fact you don’t have 
to be old!  The harassed parent may find 
it difficult to believe this but the fact 
is that with hindsight your children’s 
childhood will seem to have departed 
in a flash - yes even that long summer 
holiday.  And you can never get it back.

Therefore we need to remember the 
Bible’s encouragement to ‘make the 
most of the time’2.  Time is a gift.  These 
days are days of opportunity and they 
will never return.  Now is our chance 
to discover and apply God’s will for our 
lives.  Realising this leads us to live life 
with a new eagerness.  It does not mean 
that our children will never be bored.  
Sometimes they will, just like anyone 
else, and we will need to help them to 
find worthwhile activities and to use the 
time well.  And if we know God let us be 
positive in affirming his good purposes 
for us in Christ, and in modelling these 
to our children. 

John Hamilton
1	 Ecclesiastes 1:17
2	 Ephesians 5:16 (RSV)



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10AM: 
Church Builders in Action:
02 Sept Church Builders 1Cor 3:10-15 John Hamilton
09 Sept A new start Ezra:1 John Hamilton & Steve Howe
16 Sept Opposition Ezra:4-6 John Hamilton
23 Sept Real Confession Ezra:7-10 John Hamilton & Andy Spence
30 Sept Phase Two Neh:1-3 Andrew King

7

02 September
10am Family Communion St Andrew’s

09 September
8am Holy Communion Priory
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service All Saints

16 September
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

23 September
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10am Morning Service Priory

30 September
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s

Services for September

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet during the weeks of Monday 10 & 24 September.

We now meet once a month, on the third Tuesday, for Central Fellowship.  
This month we meet on 16 September. 

Coffee at 7.45pm followed by Bible study discussion and prayer; finish at 9pm

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

15th - 22nd September 2018



9

Monk Sherborne Village Hall  
50-50 Lottery  
The Monk Sherborne Village Hall 50-
50 lottery got off to a good start with 
Andrew and Natasha Chappell winning 
the first draw and a cheque for £140.  
A lot more people have signed up since 
then at £10 a go, so the prize will be  
that much bigger. Worth a flutter of 
anyone’s money.

How to join? Please complete a form 
and arrange payment. You can pick up a 
form at the Village Hall or download it 
from https://tinyurl.com/yc3dvlor.

Bill Hayter

Piccolo Preschool Nursery  
Celebrate its 10th Year Anniversary  
We celebrated our tenth year anniversary 
on Saturday 30th June at our Summer 
Fete.  We would like to say a big thank 
you to Jane - Manager Director -, who 
organised a host of activities for all to 
have an amazing time on the day. There 
was a BBQ, two bouncy castles, face 
painting, raffle, tombola, hook the duck 
to name but a few. 

Piccolo Preschool Nursery was founded 
in 2008 by Claudia R Cafarelli and 
Jane Sherwood, - Managers Directors 
- with the idea to create an early years 
setting with strong foundations for the 
development of young children. 

We have taken a moment to reflect 
on these ten years; we achieved a 

decade of high quality early childhood 
education for young children in the 
community and beyond. Throughout 
the years, Piccolo Preschool Nursery, 
has been and is buzzing with many 
different learning activities, coupled 
together with an amazing team of 
Preschool Practitioners, who are our 
major assets. Our members of staff 
are all highly qualified and dedicated 
to the development of all the children 
that come to the setting, together with 
parents/carers involvement. 

We are proud of what we have achieved 
over the last decade, it’s a time for all 
at Piccolo Preschool Nursery to reflect 
on where we have been and to reaffirm 

Piccolo’s Preschool Nursery ethos to 
continue to provide a high quality early 
years childcare and education. We are all 
really passionate about early childhood 
education and strongly believe in the 
value it brings to the community and 
beyond.

At Piccolo Preschool Nursery, we would 
like to extend our thanks to all of our 
children, families, and employees for 
the ongoing relationships, dedication, 
support and trust you’ve placed in us. 
This milestone belongs to us all.
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Sherborne St John  
Church of England Primary School  
As we start another school year we say 
a warm welcome to our new Year R 
children starting in Class 1, and also 
to Miss Scott, who is the new Class 
4 teacher, and Mrs Hale, who will be 
working in the school office.

At the end of the Summer Term, we 
had our five-yearly inspection visit 
from  SIAMS (Statutory Inspection 
of Anglican and Methodist Schools). 
A really positive report was received, 
and it is worth sharing some of the 
comments that were included;

“ The school uses a range of opportunities 
to promote its deep Christian ethos 
widely and to make clear the Christian 
foundation upon which the school is built.  
This has resulted in a school that has a 
strong Christian thread running through 
all its work and this is impacting very 
positively on pupils’ achievement, well-
being and their personal growth.”

“ The effectiveness of the leadership and 
management of the school as a church 
school is outstanding.”

“Pupils value their school, describing it 
as ‘Amazing, fun, special and creative.’ 
Their enjoyment of the school results in 
behaviour that is exemplary.”

What a wonderful testimony to the staff, 
children, parents and members of the 
community that work together to make 
our school a great place to be!

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent 

TRAVELLERS 
The Parish Council is aware of problems 
with travellers and their ponies on 
the village green and is looking for 
solutions.  The Village Green is owned 
by the National Trust, so any work has 
to be approved by them.  Bramley is also 
having similar problems.

VERGES 
Hampshire County Council are 
currently trialling ‘robot mowers’ to cut 
the verges, so don’t be surprised to see 
these around the village.

POTHOLES 
Hampshire County Council is well aware 
of the dire condition of many roads and 
has now obtained more ‘dragon blasters’ 
which fill up to 150 potholes a day.  They 
work by drying out the pothole prior to 
filling and are very effective, so we hope 
to see an improvement soon.

CHUTE RECREATION GROUND 
The football club was unable to use the 
ground at the Chute for much of the 
last season due to the condition of the 
pitches and now needs urgent drainage 
work to be carried out.  The Parish 
Council is applying for possible grants to 
assist with the cost of this.

TENNIS CLUB 
The tennis club is encouraging new 
members to use the excellent courts at 
the Chute Recreation ground.  They have 
increased the coaching sessions which 
have been taking place every Wednesday 
evening.

TRANSPORT 
There is new timetable for the stagecoach 
buses due out this month, so watch out 
for the changes.

TRAFFIC CALMING 
Traffic calming measures along the 
A340 at West End have been agreed 

with Hampshire County Council, which 
will include new white gates and road 
markings.  The Parish Council have paid 
for this in the absence of funds from 
HCC and have agreed to responsible for 
their maintenance.

SILENT SOLDIERS 
This a scheme being run by the Royal 
British Legion to commemorate the 
villagers who gave their lives in WW1.  
We have approved silhouettes of 4 
soldiers to be erected in the parish.

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
24th September so if you have any issues 
you’d like discussed please e mail the 
Parish Clerk  at the new e mail address 
clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk

Councillor Natasha Rougier

PARISH COUNCIL
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A summer so unlike what we are used 
to!  Brown grass, plants dying, tans 
from English sunshine and washing 
that is dry almost as soon as you’ve 
finished pegging it out.  I have also had 
reports from regular Pamber Forest 
walker, Dave Spencer, of the wide range 
of stunning butterflies being seen in 
forest, no doubt also brought out by 
the glorious sunshine.  But, of course, 
as soon as the sun greets us it’s also 
the inescapable water shortages and 
restrictions.  Will the various water 
boards ever sort this out properly?

Tadley Singers continued their charity 
fund raising concerts at the end of June 
with a joint venture to raise money 
to enable Tadley Primary School 
to buy samba equipment as part of 
expanding the musical experiences for 
their pupils and for Burnham Copse 
School to support a group of their 
pupils.  In total £883 was raised, another 
wonderful result.  In recognition 
of the considerable sums of money 
raised by Tadley Singers for various 
charities, including the Day Care Centre 
Minibus Appeal, Tadley Town Council 
have awarded them a Good Citizen 
Certificate which was presented by Jo 
Page, Chairman of Tadley Town Council 
at the recent Tadley Singers AGM.

The bi-annual Basingstoke Festival of 
Choirs Concert featuring local massed 
choirs and the Heritage Light Orchestra 
will take place on Sunday 30/9/18 at 
The Anvil commencing at 7pm.  Tickets 
are available from the Anvil Box Office.  
This is the fourth such concert, the 
first being in 2012, and will be a most 
enjoyable event with a wide ranging 
programme.

Travellers have again been active locally 
during the summer with procedures 
to evict them taking several days.  You 
are recommended to take additional 
measures to protect your properties and 
assets, and to be particularly vigilant.  It 
is understood that the travellers send 
out scouts in white vans to investigate 
potential new sites and mark places of 
interest with red cable ties.  If you see 
evidence of such activity, please report it 
to the police using their non-emergency 
number 101.

The Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council Planning Committee 
has recently met to consider the 
retrospective application adjacent to 
Berry Court Farm to use agricultural 
land for secure storage of touring 
caravans and motorhomes which has, 
according to the Committee, been 
trading for 18 months without planning 
permission.  The application includes 
surrounding the site with a retention 
fence and earth bund, with hardstanding 
and 12 x 4 metre poles for CCTV and 
lighting.  The Planning Committee has 
refused this.  The decision on another 
application in the same location was 
deferred as the application was based 
on this being previously developed 
land and no evidence of this has been 
submitted or found.

No up-to-date news from Pamber Parish 
Council this month as minutes for the 
May AGM and Council meeting are still 
not available on their website.  The next 
meeting of the Parish Council should 
be on Monday 10th September 2018.  
Please try to get there and make your 
views known.

Hampshire County Council have 
been holding a consultation on the 
future of supported public bus routes, 
older person bus pass concessions and 
switching off street lighting for part 
of the night.  This consultation closed 
in early August and we, in rural areas, 
await the results with interest.  As we in 
the small Pambers and Little London 
do not have street lighting that will be 
of little interest to us but the remaining 
two items are important in helping those 
in more isolated areas without other 
forms of transport to keep in touch.

In hopes you get the Villager in time, 
Morris Dancing will take place in the 
evening at The Plough, Little London on 
4/9/18.

Ann Ellis
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Clift Surgery – Flu Vaccination  
This year we are running clinics, 
from 17th September:  either early 
morning or late evening.  The dates 
will be publicised on our web site www.
cliftsurgery.co.uk/, in the surgery and 
around the village.

All patients in the following categories 
are at risk from influenza and are 
advised to have a flu vaccination.

1.	 Aged 65 years or over

2	 Asthma (which requires an inhaled 
or tablet steroid treatment, or has led 
to hospital admission in the past), 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD), emphysema or 
bronchitis 

3.	 Diabetic

4.	 Heart Disease

5.	 Lung Disease

6.	 Kidney or liver disease

7.	 Neurological disease

8.	 Immunosuppressed

9.	 Pregnant

10.	Carers

11. 	Seriously overweight  
(BMI of 40 or above)

Please telephone the surgery on 01256 
881228 to book an appointment.

Don’t leave it too late.  
Be aware of your prostate!  
Every hour a man dies from prostate 
cancer. That’s 10,900 deaths a year. In 
the next twelve months 44,000 men 
will be diagnosed with the disease.  The 
number of men diagnosed per year has 
already overtaken the number for breast 
cancer. By 2030 prostate cancer is set 
to become the most common cancer 
overall in the UK.

Most cases occur in men over fifty. One 
in eight men gets prostate cancer. Black 
men have a one in four chance of getting 
the disease. If there is a family history, 
these risks increase even more. These 
are stark and worrying statistics

There is a lot of ignorance about the 
prostate. It is a very small gland, about 
the size and shape of a walnut. It sits 
under the bladder and surrounds the 

urethra – the tube through which men 
pee. It’s no surprise therefore that one 
possible worrying symptom is the need 
to urinate more frequently and at night. 
But sometimes there are no symptoms 
of the disease at all!

Like all cancers, early detection can 
save lives.  The answer is simple: know 
the symptoms, get checked if you are 
worried. A simple blood test is all that 
it takes. Become more familiar with the 
disease before it becomes too familiar 
with you. Look at the information on 
the Prostate Cancer UK website; it will 
give you everything you need to know.

If you, or someone you know, is already 
one of the 400,000 sufferers, then why 
not join your local support group? The 
North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 

Support Group (NHPCSG) helps men 
and their partners whose lives are 
affected. The Group meets monthly, 
offers friendship and support and has 
talks on health matters.  Members share 
their experiences and feelings. As an old 
advert says “It’s good to talk”.  

Looking after your health and general 
fitness can be especially valuable in 
combatting some of the effects of the 
disease and of its treatments, like fatigue 
for example. Members can take part in 
a weekly exercise class that Basingstoke 
Sports Centre has set up just for our 
Group.

Want to know more?  Call: Alan Instone 
Chair of NHPCSG on 01256 764485.
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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4

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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All aspects of vehicle 
servicing and repairs

Local friendly garage
located in A Mongers Yard

Tel: Luke 07931 670 882   email: luke@lcautocare.co.uk
Unit 10, A Mongers Yard, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE

NEWLY OPENED
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All Saints Church – Monk Sherborne 
We need your help, please  
Many of you may be familiar with the 
true wealth of history that we possess 
within the circulation area of our 
magazine when it comes to historic 
religious buildings.

There are three churches, (Pamber 
Priory, All Saints and St Andrews) all 
of which are approaching 900 years 
old.  These rare and beautiful buildings 
require a great deal of repairs and 
upkeep and are essential to the history 
and heritage not only to our community 
but also the much wider area.

The second oldest of these buildings, All 
Saints in Monk Sherborne, is in danger 
of closing due to the state of the main 
roof.  Recently our architect obtained 
competitive tenders for the urgent work, 
and these have shown that we will need 
to raise the substantial sum of £95,000 
(at today’s prices) in order to repair the 
roof and make major essential repairs to 
other parts of the fabric of the church.  
Clearly it will take time to achieve this, 
and we now need to find a resident 
who has the time, the interest and the 
motivation to lead this project and 
ensure that we keep All Saints church 
available for generations to come to 
enjoy and worship in.

The village of Monk Sherborne appears 
in the Domesday Book and there may 
have been a Saxon church on the site 
before the current building was begun.  
Construction of the church of All Saints 
was begun in the early 12th Century 
with it being consecrated about the  
year 1135.  

All Saints church today enjoys the status 
of a Grade I listed building, which 
means that it is considered by English 
Heritage to be of national importance.  
A short tour of the church will highlight 

the many original features which 
combine to give it this status.

•	 The font dates from 1230. 

•	 The west window has three 15th 
century cinquefoil-headed lights.  

•	 The pews are believed to be of  
16th Century origin and the pulpit  
is dated 1651.

•	 The beautiful wooden porch dates 
back to about 1370 and, considering 
the weather that has been thrown 
at it over the centuries in this very 
exposed location, it is remarkable 
that it still survives in such robust 
condition.  

•	 The door in the north wall has been 
there since at least the year 1270; it 
has even been suggested that it could 
be the original door.

•	 Other interesting fittings include the 
fine decorative scheme in the chancel, 
by G F Bodley, which includes the 
organ case, choir stalls and roof 
panelling.

•	 The bell tower houses bells 5 bells 
with the oldest two being dated 1595 
and 1653.

While regular maintenance, and the 
dedication of churchwardens and 
volunteers, have served to keep the 
ravages of time at bay, a stage has been 
reached when it will be necessary to 
do more than to keep the gutters clear. 
Two years ago we had a foretaste of this 
when we had to replace the chancel 
roof. Further investigation has revealed 
a similar scenario for the nave roof - a 
much larger area than the chancel.  Our 
inspecting architect has found that 
the present roof cannot be expected to 
keep the weather out for longer than 
five years, while other matters have 
also become more urgent including 
crumbling stonework and the condition 
of the gutters and down pipes.

So, if you are interested in helping 
please contact Wendy Howe, our Parish 
Administrator by email, pa.swppcc@
gmail.com. There are sources of funding 
available to call upon but we need an 
individual to coordinate the activities 
and make the claim on the church’s 
behalf. 

Please help us keep one of our historic 
buildings alive.
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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Bert’s Blog  
Tasty, tasty, very, very tasty….  I am one proud 
dog.  After parading around the ring at our 
village Fête for ‘Most Fabulous Fellow’, ‘Musical 
Sits’, ‘Best Paw Shaker’ and ‘Judges Champion’ I 
finally won the last class and was awarded this 
fabulous rosette.  I also received some bags of 
party ‘goodies’ which the Mrs kindly doled out 
to me one at a time and which she also stored in 

her handbag for later – spoilsport!  This could make a fellow 
swell headed but I am taking it in my stride, in my run and 
also in my sits as I now have no excuse not to do what I am 
told - the Mrs said she would relieve me of my rosette if I did 
not do exactly what she said in future – if I didn’t she would 
know I was only showing off for the crowd and if I could do it 
in the ring, I could do it at home…. 

I knew I should not have been so prompt in my eagerness 
to perform…. It always leads to great expectations from the 
Boss and Mrs and now, each time I try to ignore a command 
or turn a deaf ear, the Mrs waves the rosette at me.  I am 
wondering how long it will take for her to forget and allow 
the dog show to disappear into the avenues of murky past in 
her memory and allow me to sneak it down the garden for a 
proper respectful burial – I have the place chosen and marked 
out already in my own special way… 

While searching for a suitable place my memory suddenly 
resurfaced from the murky past with the aid of sight and 
smell and I found a long lost tennis ball which pleased me 
greatly. I proceeded to gift it to the Boss who threw it to the 
Mrs, who had to drop the rosette (sshhh, I will appropriate 
it at a later date) to catch the ball and we spent the next hour 
playing dog in the middle.  Each time I caught the ball I 
received another ‘goodie’ from my party bag, so all in all we 
had a very good time at the Fête – many thankful tail flicks 
and licks to the organisers.

Trying to keep cool???  In all 
of my nearly 7 years I have 
never felt as hot as this!  

Have you noticed my 
companion – he always 
appears when the sun 
shines and never leaves 
me alone, except when I 
am swimming.  Here he is 
in the photo trying to big 
himself up and take all the 
glory for retrieving my stick.  
When I try to sit on him he almost disappears and running 
after him is completely useless as he always avoids capture  
and can run as fast as I can.  Luckily he disappears on contact 
with water.

I get a break from him when the Mrs lets me cool off in the 
lake but her throw is not what it once was so the Boss gives me 
more of a swim as his sticks splash far out in the centre and 
I can practice my swimming stroke to its full potential.  This 
stroke, commonly known as doggy paddle, which I think is a 
pretty pathetic name considering the speed with which I can 
move through the water, is a Labradors triumph.  I will admit 
the diving could do with improvement - the Mrs insists it is 
called a belly flop but I prefer to think of it as a dog bomb – I 
make a mighty fine splash I can tell you!  Once in the water 
my paws spread out and the webbing between my toes acts 
as a massive paddle enabling me to power through the water 
and catch the stick in my mouth to return it to the Boss for 
another launch….. If only he would let me try this with the 
fish but he continues to prefer to catch them with dangled 
lines attached to sticks – I think this is a huge waste of a stick!

Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship

The speaker this month 
was Mel Rees whose talk 
was titled “My Family and 
Other Meerkats” in which 

he gave an amusing history of his family 
from the 1930’s when his parents owned 
a newsagents in Battersea.  The Meerkats 
part of the title came from the attitude 
his mother would adopt when either 
disapproving of something (usually 
that Mel had done) or boasting about 
someone else in the family (usually not 

Mel). His anecdotes also strayed into 
his personal observations on modern 
life, linked with the absurd the over-
stated and the self-delusions of those 
who control our everyday lives and the 
fortunes of Aldershot Football Club. 
These thoughts and more are also 
contained in his books written in the 
pen name Anthony Mann and published 
by his own company the Trouser Press 
with the latest, In Bed with A Mann, 
available now.

The next meeting is on 5th September 
when the speaker will be Eric Marsh on 
Victorian Sports.  The group meets on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  Details 
can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 07715 640171 and 
for information about our trips please 
contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791.

David Cowling
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk

A change of 
lighting could 
change your room 

Do you have 
enough sockets? 

Does your fuse 
board need 
updating?

LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN 
For all domestic 
work, fault finding 
and updating

Contact Stuart on 
07557 536295

Ramblers 
Association
The group walk on both Tuesday, Saturday and have just 
recently started a Thursday walk which is sometimes a 
bit shorter for those who do not want to walk the longer 
distances. In the summer this can take the form of a short 
evening walk and pub stop. The walks cover areas in and 
around Basingstoke as well as sometimes going further afield.   

On our Tuesday morning walks, which are typically 6- 7 
miles, we continue to attract many walkers. We have recently 
walked around Titchbourne, Hartley Wintney and our annual 
summer picnic was held in Brown Candover.

Our Saturday walks tend to be longer, with fewer walkers, 
and can sometimes take most of the day. This last quarter 
our walks have included walking around Christchurch and 
Hengistbury Head, an annual favourite, as well as around 
Lower Wield, a coastal walk around Southsea and a walk 
around Winchester.

Our Thursday walks have included evening walks around 
Sherborne St John, Englefield and a 4-mile day time walk 
around Tadley Common.

If you are interested in finding out more about the North 
Hampshire Downs group, there is more information on our 
Website. www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk.
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Golden Oldies...... Silver Citizens

Gold and silver. Precious things.    A 
little time on your hands?

Bramley Volunteer Drivers, formerly 
Bramley Voluntary Care Group, help 
by giving lifts to local people who are 
unable to use public transport.

This could be to the hospital, to the 
local doctors’ surgery, to a dentist or 
collecting prescriptions.

We help several Sherborne st John 
residents who use the Clift Meadow 
surgery in Bramley, but we need to find 
some local people who can join us as 
drivers in order to keep this going.

If you feel you could give a little time 
during the day, every now and then 
and think this is something you’d like 
to do, then please get in touch. You’ll 
need to have a car that older people 

could get in and out of easily, and have 
comprehensive insurance. 

Also, because we work with vulnerable 
adults, we’ll need to set you up with a 
DBS check, which is all organised and 
paid for by us. We also pay you petrol 
money.

If you’d like to have a chat with me and 
find out more, then please call me on 
079909 15588 and you can visit us on 
Facebook at Bramley Volunteer Drivers.

Jenny Edwards, Co-ordinator   Bramley 
Volunteer Drivers

A Taste of Iran
Back in June an evening entitled ‘A Taste 
of Iran’ was held in the Village hall for 
all women in the village. An Iranian dish 
of  Zereshk polo ba morgue was shared 
together and a wide variety of different 
Iranian cakes enjoyed by everyone. 
The main focus of the evening though 
was to listen to an Iranian lady called 
Rashin Soodmand who spoke about 
the persecution of Christians in Iran 
including the death of her own father. 
Natalie Montegriffo has written an 
account of Rashin’s moving talk below.

The speaker, Rashin Soodmand, began 
with a Bible reading from John 8: 1-11. 
This is the story of a woman caught 
committing adultery, brought before 
Jesus. She was going to be stoned but 
Jesus said “Let the one who has never 
sinned throw the first stone!” (v7). 
When the accusers had left, Jesus said 
he would not condemn her and that she 
should “Go and sin no more”. This story 
illustrates how God gives us all a second 
chance, and gives us opportunities to 
turn away from sin.

Rashin’s father, Reverend Hossein 
Soodmand was sixteen years old 
when he became a Christian but being 
a Christian was illegal in Iran so he later 
moved to another city (Esfahan). He 
taught in a school there which was 
set up by the Anglican Church for the 
blind, and met and married his wife. 

He became a chaplain in a Christian 
hospital but moved to Mashad when he 
lost his job.

Here, Reverend Soodmand had a 
Church in the basement of his house 
and spoke to many people interested 
in Christianity. But Mashad was a 
very conservative Islamic city, so 
Christianity was not allowed and 
the Imams gave an ultimatum. The 
church had to be closed or Reverend 
Soodmand would be killed. He was 
arrested and released, and went to 
Tehran to speak to leaders there. They 
suggested that he should leave, but he 
said: “...I am ready to sacrifice my soul 
for my sheep. For me to escape from 
this persecution, would cause the hearts 
of my flock to become cold and weak. 
And I never want to be a bad example 
for them. So I am ready to go to prison 
again and, if necessary, to give my life”. 
He was then captured and his family 
did not hear from him for two weeks. 
He had been hung at Mashad prison, 
on December 3rd 1990.As a result of 
this, Rashin wrote a letter to God, who 
had comforted her over her father’s 
death, saying she would take up full-
time ministry and follow in her father’s 
footsteps However, there have still been 
several deaths, including seven pastors, 
that the government have not accepted 
any responsibility for. 

Rashin asked if we could pray for there 
to be more ministers, as some have 
had to leave Iran. She also asked us to 
pray for women who have converted 
from Islam to Christianity because they 
often feel as if they lack an identity after 
being brought up to feel inferior to men. 
There are several television programmes 
made for Iranian women to help them 
overcome this. 

The Bible verses that were 
recommended are: 1 Peter 3: 14 and 
Psalm 23: 1-3. There was a request at 
the end of the talk to pray for further 
access to the Good News in Iran, to help 
women overcome domestic violence 
or drug abuse by their fathers and 
husbands, and to pray for finances for 
more Christian ministry.

Finally, there was uplifting news about 
how Christianity changes Iranian people 
from praying five times a day but fearing 
God’s punishment rather than feeling 
his love, to being converted via dreams, 
miracles and pamphlets. There was 
an excellent video of how two Iranian 
women were converted to Christianity, 
found here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rVCj26fdJpQ (called Padina’s 
Story).
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Learn to Play Bridge
If you’ve always thought you would like 
to learn to play bridge, but have just 
never got round to it; if you would like 
to try something new and challenging 
which opens up a wide new social circle 
for you and introduces you to a game 
that can be enjoyed at so many different 
levels; if you played a little years ago, 
but have forgotten most of what you 
ever learned; if you’ve never even played 
cards before, but would like to see what 
it is all about: why not come along to 
Basingstoke Bridge Club on Tuesday 
4th September at 7.00 pm? We have 
been running classes for beginners for 
many years now. Every year some class 
members go on to become members of 
the club and most become as addicted to 
the game as the rest of us. 

Beginners’ classes take place on Tuesday 
evenings (7.00 to 10.00 pm). The course 
runs from September to July with 
various breaks for holidays. The cost 
is £60.00 for each of the three terms of 
ten lessons. The first of these evenings 
is entirely free. You will find yourself 
playing a mini version of bridge on the 
very first night. Each lesson comprises 
about 20-30 minutes teaching followed 
by lots of practice hands to play. You will 
receive notes and copies of the hands 
with commentary every week, together 
with some homework to keep you up to 
speed. The course is run by Chris and 
Helen Kinloch who can be contacted 
by e-mail: kinloch@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01264 333175.

Basingstoke Bridge Club is a very 
friendly club with more than 200 
members. Visitors are always welcome. 
We have bridge every day from Monday 
to Friday. Our main evenings are 
Mondays and Fridays, and there is also 
bridge on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoons. Thursday evenings are for less 
experienced players who do not feel ready 
to join the other sessions. Table money for 
visitors is £3.00, but the first Thursday you 
play you will not be charged. (To find out 
more about Thursdays, telephone George 
Collins on 01256 780940.) 

The club address is Maydene, Sherborne 
Road, Basingstoke RG21 5TG. 

For more information see our web site:  
www.basingstokebridgeclub.co.uk 



26



27

Sponsored Bike Ride  
– Hampshire and the Islands 
Historic Churches Trust
Saturday 8th September 2018.

The annual Sponsored Ride & Stride in 
aid of funds for the Hampshire & The 
Islands (Wight and Channel) Historic 
Churches Trust will be held on Saturday 
8th Sept 2018.  

ALL sponsorship money goes to the 
Trust (no expenses incurred), they 
will retain half of the sponsorship 
money for churches that require funds 
to maintain their historic condition; 
the other half of the money will be 
disbursed to the churches nominated by 
those being sponsored.  The 2017 event 

raised a magnificent £60,008 (including 
Gift Aid), with the Basingstoke area 
providing £1,120 before Gift Aid. 
Grants totalling £35,000 were made to 
six churches. Since 1988 the Trust has 
contributed funding to well over 300 
churches.  

The object of the event is to be 
sponsored to visit as many of the 
participating churches as one can during 
the day – either by walking or cycling 
or on horse back, or even by car!.  All 
counties participate, so you can cross 
county boundaries if so desired.

There are six churches in the 
Basingstoke town area with a 
further five in Tadley as well as our 
three churches – a total of 21 in the 
Basingstoke District – that gives you 
plenty of scope.

Come on and get your bike out of 
mothballs and GET SPONSORED!

For further information and 
sponsorship forms, etc., contact:

David Cullum (01256 850315) or 
d.cullum483@btinternet.com or go 
online to www.hihct.org.uk.

Probus Club Summer Pub Lunch 2018
As usual at this time of year the annual 
Summer Pub lunch of the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke took place. On this 
occasion it was at The Poacher Inn in 
South Warnborough which is situated 
on the Alton road south of Odiham.  
Chris Perkins MVO, of Kempshott, 
being the newly appointed president, 
selected the hostelry ensuring not to 
replicate past venues.

This is an attractive and welcoming pub 
with a modern accommodation block, 
offering good pub food and the party 
of thirty six, consisting of members and 
their spouses/partners, enjoyed their 
time together.

During World War Two, the pub, then 
called The Plough Inn, was a popular off 
duty “watering hole” for all manner of 

air and ground crews from the nearby 
aerodrome. These not only included 
the Royal Air Force, but personnel 
from Canadian fighter squadrons 
together with Belgian and Free-French 
trainee pilots from the newly formed 
Elementary Flying School on the base. 
Today, renamed The Poacher Inn, it 
continues to be a popular haunt for 
many of the helicopter squadrons. 
The landlady and her team go to great 
lengths to offer their hospitality to all 
and have endeavoured to integrate 
the pub with the local community by 
providing an ideal venue for meetings 
and functions.

Chris commented, “As I served for many 
years at RAF Odiham meant that I was 
familiar with this establishment and 

confident that the licencee would be able 
to cope with such numbers arriving on 
their doorstep.”

He was not wrong. It was a splendid 
choice and the range of food and 
drinks on offer were of high quality and 
competitively priced.

Now in its fortieth year, the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke has a full programme 
of activities with monthly speaker 
lunches for members, who are all retired 
professional and business managers, 
with a variety of social outings that 
always involve the ladies.

Prospective members can find more 
information on the club’s web site www.
probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or 
phone their secretary, Paul Flint, on 
07770 886521 for an informal chat.
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Down Grange Football Club

New Ladies Football Team  
in Basingstoke  

This upcoming season Down Grange 
will have a new Ladies team playing in 
the Hampshire County Football League 
Division One. We also have an under 
18’s girls team playing in the Hampshire 
County Youth League.

We are looking to expand both our 
squads. Would you like to get back into 
playing football or looking for a new 
team? Are you a young player who is 
looking to develop? 

Down Grange Football Club also has a 
variety of younger teams for any girls 
under the age of 16 who would like to 
play.

If you are interested please come along 
to one of our training sessions, which 
are held on Wednesday evenings at 
Down Grange, Pack Lane, Basingstoke 

RG22 5SN (by the hockey field) from 
7-8.30pm. Please contact Ben (Ladies 
Manager) on 07519845292 or Garry 

(U18’s Manager) on 07776366602 to 
find out more. Alternatively you can 
email downgrangeladiesfc@gmail.com.

Ever thought of having  
a go at Indoor Bowls?  

Then why not give it a go at

Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club
Open Day 8th September 10am-4pm

Basingstoke Leisure Park, Churchill Way West, Basingstoke, RG22 6PG

Tel: (01256) 356507

E-mail: info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk

 
This is an opportunity to enjoy some light healthy indoor exercise for all ages-and meet new friends 

We have comfortable air conditioned premises with restaurant and bar 

Open from 10.00am to 10.30pm

We are a non-profit making club
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Spring/Summer 2018 
It has been a very difficult summer
It was fortunate that the rainfall of 
March and April was well above the 
average; this provided a reasonable 
amount of groundwater which mitigated 
against the severe drought conditions 
that were to follow for most of us.

Summer droughts occur irregularly 
and infrequently; the summer of 1947 
followed a severe winter with nonstop 
frost and lots of snow which, when 
it melted in April, produced lots of 
flood water which ran quickly into the 
rivers and left a severe groundwater 
deficit. In the drought of 1976 the rains 
came in early September immediately 
after a ‘Minister for Drought’ had 
been created.  In my memory these 
are the serious droughts, but 2016 has 
been very problematical with rainfall 
often dependent on the vagaries of 
thunderstorms, and some areas have 
seriously missed out; here we had 
thunderstorms pass to the North or the 
South and even to the West or East; and 
one of the most promising coming up 
from France suddenly dissipated as it 
came near. 

The most significant feature of the 
summer was the heat.  Sunshine totals 
were far above average – very good 
for those with solar panels.  But look 

at the temperatures; daytime maxima 
were over 6 Celsius above average over 
the three main months and even night 
minima were well above normal in spite 
of the prevalence of clear skies at night.  
The highest temperature I recorded was 
33.6C on the 26th July.  The rainfall 
in June here amounted to 1.7mm. and 
most of that was in light showers that 
sat on the surface and then evaporated 
with no benefit to the crops and plants 
and leaving the ground parched and 
rock hard.

It has been a very difficult summer 
for the gardeners and disastrous for 
livestock farmers because the grass has 

hardly grown due to the lack of water 
and farmers are having to feed their 
stock on what had been made for use in 
winter.  The harvest has been relatively 
easy with good ground conditions able 
to cope with heavy machinery (unlike 
2017) but the quality is not great and the 
yields are down.

One unusual feature of the summer has 
been the prevalence of thunderstorm 
activity across Europe from Portugal to 
Romania, down into Greece and Italy; 
on occasion these thunderstorms have 
moved into the UK from France and 
Belgium but have seldom produced 
heavy rain.

Sample what singing has to offer!
Basingstoke Male Voice choir was 
formed in 1964.  It’s been through a 
number of changes since then and we 
want to continue the fine tradition of the 
choir into the next 50 years!

We want new choristers to help us 
achieve that aim – you don’t need to be 
experienced singers just someone who 
wants to sing, enjoy music and the social 
aspects of singing.  Singing is good for 
you, it’s great fun - it’s even been found 
to be therapeutic and is recommended 
by the British Heart Foundation.

We have a dynamic, new American 
Music Director who is keen for us the 
sing more modern material whilst 
keeping some of the traditional numbers 
in the repertoire.  We rehearse 2 hrs per 
week so not too onerous.  We’d love you 
to join us!

We are holding an open, ‘taster’ 
evening on Tuesday, October 23rd at 
our rehearsal venue (United Reformed 
Church, Basingstoke).  We want you 
to experience choral singing, try it for 
yourselves and then decide if you want 

to be part of the choir.  The evening will 
be informal with plenty of opportunity 
to sing and ask questions.  You won’t be 
disappointed!

Come along on the night at 7:30 PM 
or contact us via our website (www.
basingstokemvc.org.uk) or Facebook 
page (BasingstokeMVC) or ring 01256 
768608 for more information.    
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At 7.00 pm on Sunday 30th September local 
musicians will present a concert in Basingstoke’s 

concert hall, The Anvil, entitled ‘Voices Together’. 

Under the banner of the “Basingstoke Festival of 
Choirs” hundreds of enthusiastic singers will be 

joining forces to present a programme of music to 
suit all tastes and ages.  They will be accompanied 

by the Heritage Light Orchestra. Special guests 
Vocal Point and St Mary’s CE Junior School Choir 
will be displaying the very best of the Borough’s 

young talent. 

The programme will include the music of Carl 
Orff, Karl Jenkins, Gilbert and Sullivan, Verdi and 
more, all guaranteed to lift the spirits and ensure a 

joyous evening of music making.

Tickets cost £16.00 (under 16s £8) and are now 
available from http://www.anvilarts.org.uk/   

or by phoning 01256 844244 or by visiting the 
Anvil box office.



31

The loss of a loved one is always such a sad 
and difficult time; especially as there are 
many formalities to be dealt with alongside 
all the emotional upset. 

Unfortunately, in some instances the 
situation can be made all the worse if there 
is a dispute over the contents of a Will or if 
there is another inheritance issue. 

An example of this is when we are sometimes 
asked if there is anything that can be done if 
a Will fails to make adequate provision for 
someone who was financially dependent on 
the deceased.

Whilst we are generally free to dispose of 
our assets as we see fit, the law, through 
the Inheritance (Provision for Family 
and Dependants) Act 1975, does provide 
protection for people who have been 
financially dependent on the deceased. The 
aim of the Act is to provide legal protection 
for spouses, children and other dependants, 
where a person has died without leaving 
sufficient money for their continued 
wellbeing.

Should a Will fail to make reasonable 
financial provision, then you may be able 

to make an Inheritance Act claim. In this 
situation the Court will take into account the 
applicant’s needs and resources and consider 
these against what would be reasonable for 
their maintenance.

If you are considering making a claim 
disputing the validity of a Will or making 
a claim under the Inheritance Act, it is 
important that you seek specialist advice at 
the earliest opportunity as strict time limits 
apply to contested Wills.

At Phillips Solicitors we have a great deal 
of practical knowledge and professional 
expertise in dealing with disputed Wills 
and Inheritance Act claims. We advise 
both individual claimants wishing to make 
a claim for adequate financial provision 
and beneficiaries who want to defend their 
interests under a disputed Will.

We look to resolve problems as quickly as 
possible. In fact, we always recommend 
that you try and stay out of Court when 
you have a dispute but in some cases this is 
unavoidable.

Disputed Wills and Inheritance Claims
	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

If you have any concerns about the validity of a Will or if you are considering making an 
Inheritance Act claim, please get in touch with Alastair either by emailing alastair.yapp@
phillips-law.co.uk or by calling Alastair on 01256 854649.

Women’s Fellowship
‘More Where and What is That in 
Hampshire’ was the title of Mrs Jill 
Daniel’s second talk to members of the 
Fellowship.  As before, pictures and 
stories mixed odd facts about well-
known people and places with tales of 
the out-of-the way, obscure or forgotten, 
only a few of which I can record.  

At the D-Day Museum in Southsea 
Daphne Lawrence created 31 stunning 
tapestries (by tracing photographs and 
used original uniform fabric for her 
embroideries).   The Sandham Memorial 
Chapel in Burghclere, commissioned 
in memory of Lt Sandham by his sister 
houses works by Stanley Spencer, 
who drew on his experiences as a 

medical orderly in WW1.  On a wall in 
Hampton Street, Southampton there is 
a massive history of the town in glass 
and concrete which originally graced a 
Sainsbury’s store and in Bramdean there 
is a corrugated iron church built by 
Rev. Bishop for itinerant workers who 
were unwelcome in the parish church.  
Minstead churchyard has several 
interesting tombs - Thomas White died 
in 1842 and his headstone has a word 
neatly removed.  Apparently his wife 
found out too late that, alas, he was not 
a ‘faithful’ husband; Thomas Maynard’s 
stone recorded that he was a musician 
and a representation of an instrument 
called a serpent was carved on it.  In the 

same churchyard is a stone recording 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and his wife 
Jean.  Originally buried in their garden 
in Sussex, they had to be moved when 
the house was sold.  The locals were not 
happy because of the Doyles’ interest in 
Spiritualism and when an oak tree in the 
graveyard was twice hit by lightning this 
was felt to be a fitting response.  

Mrs Daniels was thanked for her talk 
by Mrs Ann Twine who told of seeing 
Stanley Spencer on the platform of 
Cookham station.  She asked if there 
might be a Part 3, but sadly although 
she had more material, Mrs Daniel’s late 
husband had been responsible for the 
technical side of her presentation. 
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REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

JRG GARDEN SERVICES Professional 
gardening and landscaping. View our previous 
work at www.jrggardenservices.com. Call John 
on 07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

GARDEN HELP REQUIRED IN SHERBORNE 
ST JOHN Looking for gardener to help with my 
large garden.  Hours to suit.  Please call 01256 
850126

PRIVATE QUALIFIED CARER I have NVQ, 
DBS checked, Dementia experience, Mental 
Health and 14 years all round care of the elderly 
with public liability insurance.  Sitting services, 
shopping, social outings, befriending, light 
housework, help with bathing/personal care.  
Michele West  07966067347.

ANY PROBLEMS WITH PCS, LAPTOP OR 
PRINTERS? I cover all Apple products(Ipad/
iPhones/Macs), windows & Android, IP 
cameras, Tv’s. Any networking issue or viruses 
every job undertaken. Please contact DVM 
TECHNO SOLUTIONS by email; varunmat@
gmail.com or mobile 07526 196891.  Check out 
our website on www.dvmtechnosolutions.com.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School (Pamber) 
Wednesday eves 6:45 - 7:45 Beginner and 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (payable up front). Limited spaces, 
please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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