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Many readers have commented on the amazing photo of the dragonfly on last 
month’s cover.  This was taken by Nick Montegriffo.  This month’s photo is also 
one of Nick’s;  it seemed appropriate to use it to advertise the Bat and Moth event 
that is taking place on Wednesday 24th August in Sherborne St John (see page 10)  
Do book your place early!

Exciting news that a mobile shop will be coming to the SSJ Village Hall on 
Monday and Friday afternoons between 2-5pm (see page 19).  Hopefully Keith’s 
Pantry wilI be well used and become a permanent fixture.  I have certainly missed 
not having a shop in the village.

George Rust is still looking for someone who is willing to deliver the Villager to 
residents in Elm Road, SSJ, plus three ancillary box drops locally. If you can help 
please contact George (850413 or distributionvillager@gmail.com). 

Just a reminder that there will not be an issue of the Villager in August – to give 
the team a break!  Remember we love to hear from you and receive your letters, 
articles and photos

Hopefully we will enjoy some decent weather this summer!

Best wishes

The Editorial Team
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July 2016
4 Pelican Film Society, Pride, The Ark Conference Centre.  Visitors welcome £5 7.30pm
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
6 – 16 Farnham Art Society Annual Exhibition, University for the Creative Arts, Falkner Rd, Farnham 9.30am – 5.00pm
11 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
12 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
24 Big Wheel, St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
25 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
25 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm

August 2016
2 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Hearing Dogs for the Deaf,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
8 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
9 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
22 60s+ Coffee Morning, SSJ Village Hall.  ALL OVER 60S VERY WELCOME
24 Bat and Moth Event, St Andrew’s Church, SSJ 8pm

September 2016
5 Pelican Film Society, The Danish Girl, The Ark Conference Centre.  Visitors welcome 7.30pm
6 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  Annual Outing  TBA
10 Moonlight Walk,  St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
13 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
23 SMH & TC Golf Day,  St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
24 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall 10 – 1pm
26 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm

October 2016
3 Pelican Film Society, Jimmy’s Hall, The Ark Conference Centre.  Visitors welcome 7.30pm
4 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Newlyn’s Farm Shop,   SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
11 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
24 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
29 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall 10 – 1pm

November 2016
1 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  Lifetime Shepherd & Storyteller (Part 2)  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
8 Sherborne St John Parish Council Planning Meeting, Surgery Room, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm
12 SSJ Village Market, Village Hall 10 – 1pm
28 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm

December 2016
4 Light up a Life,  St Michael’s Hospice, Fundraising Hotline 01256 848848
6 SSJ Women’s Fellowship,  Christmas Lunch,   SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
19 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting AGM, SSJ Village Hall 7.30pm

Future Events
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Church Matters July & August

Well, the holidays are here again and 
if you are anything like me you are 
certainly looking forward to them.  
The opportunity to let the pace of life 
slow down, for lazy mornings and long 
evenings, to visit new places and enjoy 
long unhurried walks is a huge gift.  Of 
course it is wise to remind ourselves 
that no holiday ever quite lives up to 
the ideal – we cannot have heaven on 
earth – but holidays can certainly help 
us along the way!

Jesus recognised the need to take a 
decent break.  He said to his disciples 
after a particularly busy time “Come 
apart with me and rest awhile.”1  In fact 
rest is built into the whole fabric of 
creation.  In the first book of the Bible 
we read that God finished all his work 
on the seventh day and then he rested.2  
The Sabbath became a foundational part 
of the Old Covenant – the basis of God’s 
relationship with his people before the 
new covenant in Christ.

1	 Mark 6:31
2	 Genesis 2:2,3
3	 Exodus 33:14
4	 Psalm 95:11
5	 Joshua 14:15
6	 Matthew 11:28,29
7	 Revelation 14:13

When Moses led the people through the 
desert they were all too ready to rebel 
against his leadership, but God says to 
Moses “My presence shall go with you 
and I will give you rest”.3  By contrast 
there was another critical encounter 
where almost all the Israelites of that 
time rebelled against the Lord and 
refused to enter the Promised Land.  
It was a simple failure of trust but it 
wrecked their relationship to the Lord: 
“I swore to them in my anger, they shall 
never enter my rest”.4

Joshua did bring the people into the 
Promised Land and after many battles 
we read that “the land had rest from 
war.”5  But the rest that came through 
Joshua was not ultimately what God 
had planned for them.  It was partial 
and temporary – after less than seven 
centuries they lost the land altogether.  
God’s promises of rest have to be 
pointing to something else – and indeed 
they are – they point to salvation in 
Jesus Christ.  Remember how he said 
“Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me 
and you will find rest for your souls”.6

This is promising something infinitely 
more significant than the refreshment 
we hope for from a holiday, important 
as that is.  It is pointing to salvation in 
Christ, a right relationship with God 
based on the forgiveness of our sins 
through faith in Christ who alone can 
provide it.  It would be good if on our 
holidays we could do a bit of Bible study 
to understand this better.  Take the 
opportunity to read a good Christian 
book, to deepen our Christian lives and 
to better understand the meaning of that 
rest which God promises.

We would then return from our holidays 
refreshed in body, mind and spirit.  Our 
vision of life, and of the life to come, 
would be re-calibrated – so that we are 
looking forward all the more to future 
glory, where, if we trust in Jesus, God’s 
rest will be our experience in full:  
“Blessed are those who die in the Lord ... 
they rest from their labours.”7  It is there 
in glory, rather than on any holiday, 
however good (and I hope yours will be 
great), that true rest is found.

John Hamilton
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3 July		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

10 July			 
  8am	 Holy Communion	 Priory
10am	 Morning Service,  Sunday Club, Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 All Saints
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

17 July			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s 
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 Sherborne St John Village Hall
			 
24 July			 
10am	 Morning Service,  Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning Service	 Priory
  6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ with Lord’s Supper	 Sherborne St John Village Hall

31 July		
10am	 Holiday Club in Church	 St Andrew’s

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM: 
  3 Jul 	 A most significant conversion 		  9:1-19 		  Scott Seivewright
10 Jul 	 Breaking the law barrier 			   10:23b-11:18 	 John Hamilton & Andrew King
17-Jul 	 A new church 				    11:19-30 	 John Hamilton
24 Jul 	 The end of the beginning 			   12:1-19 		  John Hamilton & Scott Seivewright
31 Jul 	 Holiday Club

… AND SUNDAYS AT SIX: 
  3 Jul 	 Christians and Christ 			   3:1-8 		  John Hamilton 
10 Jul 	 Christians and Church 			   3:9-17 		  Steve Howe 
17 Jul 	 Christians at Home and work 		  3:18-4:1 		 Andy Spence 
24 Jul 	 Signing off 				    4:2-18 		  John Hamilton

MIDWEEK

Home Groups meet in the weeks of Tuesday 5 & 19 July.

Central Fellowship – Tuesdays 12 and 26 July.

Coffee at 7. 45 pm. Bible study and discussion at 8 pm.

Pray at 8.30. Finish at 9 pm

Services for July

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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7 August		
10am	 Family Communion	 St Andrew’s

14 August			 
10am	 Morning Service for all	 St Andrew’s

21 August			 
10am	 Morning Service for all	 St Andrew’s
			 
28 August			 
10am	 Morning Service for all	 St Andrew’s

AUGUST SERMONS: 
  7 Aug 	 Lazarus who died John 			   11:38-44 	 John Hamilton
14 Aug 	 5000 hungry people Mark 			  6:30-44 		  Andy Spence
21 Aug 	 Matthew, tax collector Matt 		  9:9-13 		  Steve Howe
28 Aug 	 An expert in the law Luke 			  10:25-37 	 Scott Seivewright

Services for August
St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End
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At the May parish council meeting, Peter 
Boyle was duly elected Chairman for a 
further year, with the support of Stan 
Gibson as vice-chairman. 

The parish council also welcomed Janet 
Ashfield and Andrew Lennard as new 
councillors and wish them luck in their 
new roles. Janet will be responsible for 
Local Authority and Rural Strategy whilst 
Andrew is taking on the Rural Policing 
and Neighbourhood Watch portfolio.  

23 members of the public attended the 
Annual Parish Assembly in May with 
the council being extremely thankful for 
both the interest and positive comments 
received, particularly in relation to the 
precept remaining at the same level for a 
further year. 

With increased pressure financially both 
at a local and Borough level, as well as 
services being passed down to parish 
councils from the county and borough, 
the parish council are looking in to 
organising a “Volunteers” day. The idea 
is for local parishioners to come together 
to undertake all those little jobs. For 
example, litter picking, vegetation being 
cut back on footpaths, oiling a squeaky 
gate etc. etc. If this is something you 
would be willing to get involved in please 
email the parish clerk on mspcclerk@
gmail.com to register your details. 

The end of year accounts have been 
completed, with the internal audit 
procedure also having been undertaken. 
The Annual Statement of Accounts 
are now with the external auditor for 
verification. 

We would like to urge parishioners to 
report potholes via the online reporting 
system on hantsweb as soon as they 
notice them. The more that report it 
the more likely it is to actually get fixed. 
However, please be advised that the 
criteria has been amended by Hampshire 
Highways and could take up to 28 days to 
be fixed! 

We would like to express our thanks 
to Richard Puddle from Green N Tidy 
Gardens for the maintenance of the 
grassed areas within the parish. They are 
certainly looking well cared for. 

Date of next meeting is Wednesday 20th 
July starting at 7.20pm.

Monk Sherborne Parish Council

WANT TO PLAY FOR 
YOUR LOCAL  
LADIES TEAM?

Basingstoke Town Ladies had a successful 
2015/16 season with both our teams. The 
First Team are Southern Region Premier 
League CHAMPIONS and have gained 
promotion to the FA Women’s Premier 
League Southwest Division 1. Our 
Reserve Team had a great first season in 
the Hampshire County Women’s Football 
League Division 2 having been promoted 
last year.

We are now looking to expand both our 
squads.

Think you can compete in the Premier 
League? Or do you want to get back into 
playing football and expand your social 
life?

If so, please come a long to our pre 
season training. We train every 
Wednesday and Sunday at the War 
Memorial Park in Basingstoke.

Please contact Director of Football 
Craig Prall on 07552828885 or email 
basingstokeladiesfc@hotmail.co.uk to 
register your interest. 

Visit www.basingstoketown.com to find 
out more.



11

Sherborne St John AGM and 
Council Meeting                                                                 
The month of May saw the Annual 
General Meeting as well as normal 
Parish Council held on 16th and 19th 
respectively.  At the AGM, Cllr Richard 
Morgan was re-elected Chair and Cllr 
Natasha Rougier Vice-Chair.  Cllr 
Carl Davies was re-elected Treasurer 
and Cllr Linda Agnew Chair of the 
Planning Committee.

Neighbourhood Plan  
The consultation period for the draft plan 
and baseline report concluded on May 
16th.  Information can still be found on 
the website SSJneighbourhoodplan.com 
for anyone interested. The comments 
received during the consultation are 
being reviewed and any necessary 
amendments made to the Draft Plan.  
The intention is that these will be 
submitted to the Parish Council for 
discussion at the 27th June 2016 meeting 
prior to submission to Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council. 

Proposed Planning  
Meeting Changes
The Parish Council is trialling 
cancellation of the Tuesday Planning 
Meeting as there is very often nothing 
to discuss.  Any planning applications/
matters however will be discussed prior 
to the main Parish Council meetings 
from 7.00pm where interested parties 
are welcome to come and express their 
views.  If anyone wishes to record any 
comments prior to the meeting please 
contact the Parish Clerk on ssjclerk@
gmail.com who will ensure they are 
passed on to the appropriate Councillors.

Chute Recreation Ground 
Improvements 
We now have approval from BDBC 
for the necessary work to be carried 
out on the Tennis Courts and this 
will likely start in July.  As reported in 
last month’s Villager, in response to 
community feedback, the Council are 

getting quotes to clear the brambles and 
wooded area in the far corner of the 
recreation ground to provide a space 
for play equipment more suited to older 
children.  If you have any comments or 
views you would like to share, please 
email the clerk at ssjclerk@gmail.com.

Speedwatch
We are still concerned about speeding 
through our village, especially while it 
is used as a way to avoid the congestion 
caused by the works on the A340.  
The council already provide 2 speed 
indicator devices which move between 
various locations in the village.  We are 
looking not only for a 3rd device, to act 
as an additional deterrent, but to gain 
agreement from BDBC for additional 
locations for the devices to increase 
coverage.

Our Community Speedwatch team 
operate mobile speed camera equipment 
successfully in the Village.  Offenders 
are reported to the police, and action is 
taken, meaning this is an effective way for 
villagers themselves to combat speeding 
motorists.  We would like to expand the 
camera operation to more parts of the 
village but need volunteers to make this 
possible.  If you are interested and can 
spare a small amount of time, please 
contact the Parish Clerk for further 
details.  Training will be provided.

Buses and Roads
We have been informed that there is 
going to be a wholesale review of Bus 
Route 2 starting in September.  This 
is with the intention of improving the 
service to and from the Hospital.  We 
are involved with the local Transport 
Forum and will keep you up to date on 
how this is progressing.

Potholes continue to be a problem.  As 
we reported last month, Hampshire 
County Council are facing a severe 
cut in budget so there may be 
delays in routine maintenance of 
the highways.  You can help the 
community by reporting any potholes 

directly to HCC using the following 
website http://www3.hants.gov.uk/
roads/roadproblems/report-pothole.
htm.  They aim to address emergency 
problems within a couple of hours and 
others within a few weeks.

Allotments
The battle against the rabbit problem is 
ongoing.  While the Council continues 
to combat this issue, we ask that all 
allotment tenants help by taking steps to 
fence their individual plots.  Deer have 
also recently been seen on the Moss Hill 
site.  The Council have requested that the 
fence that was damaged by BDBC when 
dealing with the hedge on Elms Road 
be repaired to prevent this unwanted 
intrusion.  And if you are interested in 
growing your own, there are some plots 
becoming available to rent on the Moss 
Hill/Elm Road and Sunnyside sites.  
Contact the Parish Clerk for details.

Defibrillators
We have been mentioning this in 
the past few articles.  I am pleased to 
announce that we have the go ahead to 
install two devices, one at the Village 
Hall and the other at the Chute Pavilion.  
These potentially life-saving devices will 
help provide emergency care should 
the need arise.  They are simple to use 
and we will be organising some short 
courses to show anyone interested how 
to use them.  Again please let the Clerk 
know if you are interested.

Village Party
A final reminder that the Village Party 
is on the 9th July on the Village Green.  
The theme this year is Picnic on the 
Green.  Entrance is free and no tickets 
are required.  Just turn up with your 
picnics and gazebos and enjoy the free 
music and entertainment.

If there are any matters or problems 
you wish to bring to the attention of the 
Parish Council, please contact Penny 
Mayo at ssjclerk@gmail.com.   

Carl Davies      

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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The last meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council was held on Monday, 13th June 
2016. 

Planning Applications:
T/00175/16/TPO: Crown reduction of 1 
no. sycamore tree.  6 Georgina Gardens, 
Pamber Heath.

T/00220/16/TCA: Proposed works to 
trees in a conservation area. Honey Mill, 
Dix Hill, Pamber Hill.

16/01726/FUL: Erection of replacement 
3 bed dwelling and garages following 
demolition of existing bungalow.  
Oakfield, New Road, Pamber Green

Planning decisions made by 
the Borough Council:
16/00300/FUL: Erection of 2 no. three 
bedroom bungalows.   Land Rear of 
Greenacres,  Aldermaston Road Pamber 
Green Hampshire   GRANTED

T/00043/16/TPO: 1. Oak - Crown lift 
to give 5m clearance above ground 
level. Crown clean by removing all 
major deadwood. 2. Beech No Action.   
3. Oak Lift existing crown by 1m.  4. 
Oak - Crown lift to give 5m clearance 
above ground level. Crown clean by 
removing all major deadwood. Reduce 
lateral spread on northern side growing 
towards property by approx. 2m 
pruning back to suitable growth points. 
5. Oak - Oak - Crown lift to give 5m 
clearance above ground level. Crown 
clean by removing all major deadwood.  
6. Oak (group of 4) - Crown lift to 
give 5m clearance above ground level. 
Crown clean by removing all major 
deadwood. Reduce lateral spread on 
northern side growing towards property 
by approx. 2m pruning back to suitable 
growth points.   7. Oak - Crown lift to 
give 5m clearance above ground level. 
Crown clean by removing all major 
deadwood. 8. Oak - Crown lift to give 
5m clearance above ground level. Crown 
clean by removing all major deadwood. 
Reduce lateral spread on northern side 
growing towards property by approx. 
2m pruning back to suitable growth 
points. Wakeford Court Silchester Road 
Pamber Heath Hampshire RG26 3XD 
GRANTED

16/01016/RET: Retention of tennis court 
at Wyeford Manor Farm       Wyeford 
Farm Road To Wyeford Farm Ramsdell 
Tadley RG26 5QL       GRANTED

16/01128/FUL: Creation of new 
vehicular access.  Ramblers 
Aldermaston Road Pamber End 
Hampshire  GRANTED

T/00118/16/TPO: T1, T2, T3 common 
oak - crown lift to 5m, crown thinning 
of 20% (including 20% reduction in 
length of lateral branches overhanging 
driveway) and removal of deadwood.

Rustlings Green Lane Pamber Green 
Tadley Hampshire RG26 3AD  
REFUSED

T/00098/16/TPO: Oaks (T1&T2) - 
Crown reduce height and spread by 
approx. 1m. Finished height approx. 7m, 
finished crown spread (radius). approx 
3m. Remove deadwood. 

Oaks (T3-T6) - Crown reduce height by 
approx. 3m and spread by approx. 2m 
on southerly side predominantly over 
highway,. finished crown height approx 
12m and finished crown spread (radius) 
5m approx. Deadwood.Raise crown on 
all trees up to 5m over highway.

37 Silchester Road Pamber Heath 
Hampshire RG26 3ED    GRANTED

15/03029/OUT: Outline application for 
the erection of up to 12 no. dwellings 
together with the creation of a new 
vehicle and pedestrian access to the 
A340.

Land Between Elmdene And Fairholme 
Aldermaston Road Pamber End 
Hampshire.    GRANTED

15/02685/RET: Siting of a mobile home 
for residential use of one gypsy family 
and erection of a utility/day room 
building. Land Adjoining Forest Farm 
Sandy Lane Pamber Heath Hampshire.
GRANTED

Parish Lengthsman Scheme
Further to the report in the March issue, 
work to set up the scheme is nearly over 
and a schedule of works is in the process 
of being finalised. The programme will 
give the Parish Council the opportunity 
to carry out some of the essential 
maintenance work that is normally 
carried out by the County Council. 

Highways
Highway issues can be reported directly 
to Hampshire County Council - visit 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/transport or 
telephone 0300 555 1388. 

Speeding
In response to numerous complaints 
about speeding in the area, in particular 
Little London, Pamber Parish Council 
are attempting to set up a community 
speed watch programme and have set 
aside funds to do so. In order for it 
to be viable at least 6 volunteers are 
needed to be trained to use the relevant 
equipment. If anyone is interested, then 
please email the clerk or Councillor 
Witchalls. Her email address is 
gardens@andromedawitchalls.co.uk. 

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday, July 11th 2016 in St Stephen’s 
Hall, Little London.  All parishioners are 
welcome to attend. Details of meetings 
are displayed on the notice boards and 
on the website www.pamber-pc.gov.uk

L. S. Browne (Clerk). Tel. 07920 787170. 
Email  clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk

Pamber Parish Council
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124



15ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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The Summer Term is now heading 
towards its climax, and rehearsals for 
our summer Junior Production are in 
full swing.  This year we are performing 
Disney’s The Lion King, and if you pass 
the school hall on a sunny day when 
the windows are open you may hear 
the wonderful songs. The children 
have even been issued with a guide to 
the Swahili language so that they can 
pronounce the African chants correctly! 
So far the standard of singing, dancing 
and acting has been impressive, and we 
have not even reached the performance 
dates yet – it should be quite a spectacle!  
Hopefully we should have some photos 
for the next edition of the Villager.

Class 3’s project for the previous half 
term was called “It’s not fair” and they 
were looking at Fair Trade foods and 
what fair trading means.  At the end of 
the term they held a ‘Fair Trade’ fair to 
which family and friends were invited; 
they made cakes, biscuits and lemonade 
from Fair Trade ingredients and also 
sold Fair Trade teas and coffees.  It was 
a beautifully sunny afternoon and there 
were plenty of visitors – by the end of 
the day they had taken over £200 in 
sales which will be donated to the Fair 
Trade organisation.

We are really having a summer of 
sport. The Infants have been coached in 
Tennis and Rugby, and the Juniors are 
learning new skills as they learn to play 
lacrosse.  As I write this, we are keeping 
our fingers crossed that the weather will 
be fine for Sports Day, which is held at 
the Chute Recreation Ground -  this 
is a wonderful village facility and the 
Juniors often take advantage of a sunny 
afternoon to walk up to the Chute for  a 
game of rounders.  It is great to have an 
area where they have plenty of space to 
run around! 

The whole school has been involved 
in the ‘Journey to Rio’.  Every mile run 
or walked is equated to 10 airmiles, so 
if every child runs or walks 20 miles 
this half term, we will have totalled 
the distance to Rio where the Olympic 
Games are held. The children are really 
up for the challenge of covering 3 miles 
each week and they are already building 
up their stamina and getting fitter (and 
faster!) each day.  

Congratulations to the Year 3/4 Tag 
Rugby team who played brilliantly in the 
Tadley Cluster Festival and were joint 
winners with Silchester Primary School.  

On 9th June we celebrated the Queen’s 
90th Birthday with a special tea in the 
School Playground.  Children and staff 
came to school wearing either outfits 
of red, white and blue, or party clothes 
and we all stood to sing the National 
Anthem before tucking into plates of 
sandwiches and biscuits and drinking a 
toast to the Queen.

Finally at the end of this term we say 
farewell to our Year 6 children.  They 
have had a busy end to their time at SSJ; 
they have experienced a ‘Think Safe’ 
event at Bramley Camp, taken part in a 
special service at Winchester Cathedral, 
been working the Gridley Citizenship 
Project and trained to be Roman 
Soldiers – and all whilst rehearsing for 
major roles in The Lion King.  They 
have a Leavers Event at the end of term 
which we hope they are not too tired to 
enjoy, and we wish them well at their 
secondary schools in September. At the 
same time, we are have been meeting 
the children who will be starting 
in Reception in the Autumn at our 
Storytime sessions. The older children 
are moving on, and others are arriving – 
I guess that is just ‘The Circle of Life’!!

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent

Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School
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A wonderful birthday  
party for Her Majesty

A wonderful birthday party for Her 
Majesty (the real one !) was enjoyed 
by many in SSJ.  The team of Hilary 
Andrews, Shawna Campbell, Ruth 
Davies, Tracey Jeram, Debra Morgan 
and Pat Burt produced delicious cream 
teas, sandwiches and cakes.  We were 
also graced by the presence of our 
resident “Majesty” !

The Sherbornes with Pamber  
Society of Bell Ringers
To mark the Queen’s official 90th 
birthday on Sunday 12 June 2016 a 
quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles was 
rung successfully after the morning 
service at St Andrew’s, Sherborne St 
John, by the local band in 43 minutes.   
A quarter peal comprises 1,260 changes 
in the order the bells are rung. 

The ringers were:

Treble	 Margaret Smith
Second	 Graham Blissett
Third	 Lois Blissett
Fourth	 Lauren Taylor
Fifth	 Miriam Taylor (Conductor)
Tenor	 Alex Blissett

This was Lauren’s first quarter in this 
method and Alex’s first quarter.  They 
are two of our youngest ringers.  The 
photograph, taken outside the west door 
of the church, shows the ringers, from 
left to right, in order of ringing.

Our local band rings for services 
at Sherborne St John and at Monk 
Sherborne and also helps at Baughurst, 
Wolverton and Silchester.  Our practice 
night is on Thursday, 8pm to 9.30pm at 
St Andrew’s and we warmly welcome 
anyone who wishes to learn to ring bells.

Tower Captain, Keith Gillings,  
0118 981 3242
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Mobile Shop
The SSJ Parish Council has been investigating the 
possibility of having a regular village mobile shop, 
and have located ‘Keith’s Mobile Pantry’ which 
already supplies a number of Hampshire villages.

The shop will be in the Village Hall car park every 
Monday and Friday afternoon from 2-4pm.  The 
first visit will be FRIDAY 1st JULY.  You can come 
along, or contact Keith to place an order by phone 
or text.   

The shop sells a wide variety of provisions, from 
eggs and milk to pet food and household cleaners.  
If he hasn’t got on his van something you would 
like, he will order it for you.

Details will be displayed on Notice Boards, and 
leaflets to take home will be available in the Village 
Hall, Chute Pavilion and SSJ Social Club.
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Trusted since 1802

Your trusted local partner for property sales and lettings since 1802

Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Sherdon are now part of Simmons & Sons

Elm Park Garden Centre, Aldermaston Rd, Pamber End, Hampshire RG26 5QW

Gift Shop

(next door)

Dolls � Dolls’ Houses � 1:12 Miniatures � Bears
Fairies  � Dragons  � Witches  � Dreamcatchers  � Windchimes 

Incense  � Candles  � Essential Oils  � Aromatherapy Products  � Handcrafted Soap  
Crystals  � Fossils  � Jewellery  � Glassware  � Figurines  � Greetings Cards

Tea Room

Dolly

www.dollydaydreams.net
T: 01256 889111

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  Daydreams

John Field, a retired solicitor from Ashstead, has been a 
magician for over forty years and gave the Probus Club  
of Basingstoke an informative insight into the history  
of magic.  

The first known magician is Dedi, in 2700BC.   He was 
famous for cutting the head off a bird – then attaching 
another one so the bird could fly away. The secret? It’s all 
to do with the way a bird will tuck its head under a wing.  
The famous ‘cup and ball’ trick is 2,500 years old. “Which 
walnut has the pea under it” together with the “Find 
the Lady” card trick are all variations of the same idea.  
Another thing in common in that you can never win! 

John demonstrated his ability to mind-read random 
National Lottery numbers from the audience, getting 
all six numbers correct.  He closed, with the help of an 
audience assistant, in a demonstration of the “cup and 
ball” trick. Even an observation at close quarters could 
not detect how it was done.

See www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for more 
information about this social club for retired professional 
and business managers.

‘History of Magic’ 
at Probus Club
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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I have been admonished by some of my 
regular readers (yes I’m also surprised 
I have some!) that I did not contribute 
to last month’s Villager.  My excuse 
was sunning myself and singing with 
Basingstoke Ladies Choir in the Costa 
Blanca.  We had a quite hectic time with 
a series of performances and, added to 
an erratic internet connection, meant 
my article didn’t materialize.  We all 
had a lovely time visiting the Costa 
Blanca Male Voice Choir who treated 
us to sight seeing and typical Spanish 
meals.  Our final joint concert was a 
great success raising £3,000 for the 
Costa Blanca Anglican Chaplaincy 
and was recorded and broadcast on 
Hospital Radio Basingstoke.  A brilliant 
experience, hopefully to be repeated in 
the future.  Dave said he always wanted 
to be a ‘groupie’ so now he can tick that 
off his bucket list.

My most important news, hot off the 
press, is to warmly congratulate Pamber 
Green resident David Thomas Ogborn, 
more widely known as Dai, on receiving 
the British Empire Medal in the 2016 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List as the 
Founder of the Basingstoke Festival of 
Choirs and For Services to Community 
Music.  For him, having spent a lifetime 
loving, participating in and supporting 
music, this is a thoroughly deserved 
award.  I am proud to have benefited 
from his talent and, knowing him for 34 
years, am most pleased to see his efforts 
recognised.

Other good news in Pamber is the 
Priory School receiving a government 
grant to extend the hall, thus enhancing 
amenities at the school.  The current 
hall was built during the time my son, 
Thomas, was there, probably about 
1995/96.  Coincidentally, I recently 
came across the photo of the official 
opening whilst David Hale was Head.  
I’ve tried to find the photo today to 

check dates but have obviously ‘filed it’ 
somewhere safe.  We look forward to 
further news from Mrs Kelly.  Also a 
warm welcome to the new Parish Clerk, 
Leonie Browne, and hoping her term of 
office is enjoyable, together with thanks 
to retiring clerk, Liz Knight, for her 
dedicated service.  And the reopening of 
the Mole at Monk Sherborne is awaited 
with great anticipation.  As a family we 
used to cycle there when our son was 
quite young and it was still a traditional 
old ‘spit and sawdust’ pub.  We’ve been 
trying to remember the name of the bar 
at the Mole in those days but it escapes 
us.  I’m sure one of you will be able to 
recall it and let me know.

Cllr. Snook’s planning application 
decision for 6 houses and a new 
village hall in Little London is still 
awaited.  However, it came as a ‘bolt 
out of the blue’ to the St Stephen’s 
Hall Management Committee when 
Pamber Parish Council on the 9th May 
passed two motions:- firstly if planning 
approval is given the Parish Council 
will accept the new hall, green and car 
park; secondly if the gift is accepted 
the Parish Council will surrender the 
lease to St Stephens Hall.  It’s amazing 
resolutions of such local importance can 
go through with no advance notice, thus 
allowing no local input and no warning 
to the Management Committee.  The 
lack of this courtesy clearly led to their 
shock and disappointment during 
that meeting.  I’m not familiar with 
procedures for parish councils but, 
having been involved in a range of 
committees, councils and governing 
bodies, such a motion would not have 
been permitted to be tabled on the 
night and would have needed advance 
notification.  Next Parish Council 
meeting is 11/7/16, 7.30pm, St Stephen’s.

Local choirs will be busy.  Basingstoke 
Ladies Choir have an afternoon concert 

at St Andrew’s Church, Western Way, 
Basingstoke on Saturday 2/7/16 to 
include a cream tea: also a joint concert 
at QMC on 23/7/16 with the Hart Male 
Voice Choir in aid of the Sebastian’s 
Trust based in North Waltham 
providing support and respite holidays 
to very sick children and their families.

Basingstoke Festival of Choirs concert 
at the Anvil on July 10th at 7 pm, will 
include four hundred choristers joining 
forces with the Heritage Orchestra to 
provide an evening of eclectic offerings 
from Freddy Mercury and “Queen 
Tribute” to Edward German’s “Merrie 
England” - Under the title of “The 
Best of British”, there is something to 
suit all tastes.  The compere is the very 
talented young actor Liam Elvish, the 
first recipient of Basingstoke Theatre 
Trust bursary to allow him to further 
his professional studies.  Tickets can be 
booked at The Anvil or telephone the 
Box Office on: 01256 844244.  Bring you 
flags for the very special finale.

There is an important opportunity to 
raise funds for St Stephen’s Village Hall 
on Sunday 3rd July with a table top sale 
from 11am to 3pm.  A variety of goodies 
from antiques, bric-a-brac, toys, plants 
etc will be on sale and there are tables 
to hire for a donation (hopefully £10 or 
more if you wish to be generous).  Come 
and browse and catch up with village 
news and friends.  Admission is free and 
all proceeds go to the Village Hall.  Ring 
01256 851138 to book a table.

Please let me know of any news or items 
of interest to make my job as Pamber 
Correspondent easier.  Enjoy the sun if 
it lasts!

Ann Ellis

annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green  
and Pamber End
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Borough 
Council 
Update:
First, I would like 
to thank everybody 
who went out to 
vote in the May 
elections. It is a 
great privilege to 
have been elected as 
Borough Councillor 
for the Sherborne St John Ward, and I 
will be working hard to ensure that I 
don’t let you down. 

The first couple of weeks have been 
a very busy time. All of the Parish 
Councils have now had their Annual 
Meetings, and I look forward to 
working with the local community. At 
the Borough level, I have been selected 
to sit on the Economic, Planning and 
Housing Committee, together with the 
Scrutiny Committee. 

On the 26th May, Full Council finally 
adopted the Local Plan, the strategic 
planning blueprint up to 2029. This 
will now be the first line of defence 
against speculative development. I was 
pleased to speak on the Local Plan, as 
my maiden speech, to highlight the 
importance of the ‘Strategic Gap’ policy, 
which aims to stop our villages being 
swamped by the urban area. I also took 
the opportunity to highlight the need 
for better infrastructure for our area. 
We need to think to the long term and 
I believe that a Western Bypass should 
be top of the list when delivering 
Manydown. Closer to home, we need 
to look at schemes such as reopening 
Rooksdown Lane, to stop traffic rat-
running through our rural villages. 

I hope to work together with our 
Parish Councils in order to improve 
our communities in the years to 
come. We must protect our area from 
unsustainable development and ensure 
that we get the best possible deal from 
Manydown.

I am always available if you need my 
help or support. Please do drop me a 
line by email to: Cllr.Tristan.Robinson@
basingstoke.gov.uk

You know that feeling of boredom 
that comes over you when you have 
to wait for any length of time – well it 
overcame me at lunchtime recently.  So 
much so that I had to come and look 
in through the window to see if they 
had finished lunch yet as I was getting 
peckish, wanted to play and was fed up 
sitting around doing nothing.  There was 
an alternative motive as well – French 
sticks – not the sort made from trees, 
but the sort made from bread – all crispy 
on the outside and gorgeously tasty on 
the inside.  They make such a satisfying 
crunchy noise when you bite down on 
them and are conveniently sized to just 
fit into my mouth without too many 

gaps round the edge.  I do know from 
experience that once the Boss and Mrs 
have finished their lunch, not only 
do they emerge from indoors to play 
again but they usually come bearing the 
remains of the French stick they had for 
lunch and I am given it as a treat.

Recently I accompanied the Boss and 
Mrs to a shop where they sell nothing 
but French sticks – I couldn’t believe 
my eyes (or my nose)  The smell was 
droolingly lovely and after buying several 
to take home the Boss inadvertently put 
them into my travelling compartment 
for the homeward journey.  I believe in 
share and share alike – do you?  Anyway 
there were far too many for just the Boss 
and Mrs to eat so I helped them out by 
chomping half of one before we reached 
home…. Big mistake!  The Boss got it 
in the ear from the Mrs for incorrectly 
placing them near me and I got it in 
the ear from the Boss for checking the 
flavour had not changed.  

Maybe I should just ‘stick’ to the tree 
sticks in future and leave the French 
ones alone!

Bert’s Blog
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Members of Bramley WI Lite were 
delighted to hear that the club had raised 
over £4,000 for charity at their Sapphires 
and Sparkles fundraiser held in April 
at Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall. 
This special ladies night was attended by 
116 local women and was supported by 
businesses from across the area.

On the evening guests were welcomed 
with a glass of fizz; they were then 
wowed by entertainment from tribute act 
‘Forever Barlow’. The MC on the evening 
was writer (and entertainer!) Clare 
Macnaughton.

After a buffet supper, it was time for the 
night’s fundraising which included a table 
raffle, auction, raffle and a game of heads 
and tails. This was followed by a disco 
provided by local DJ, Peter Cook. 

The proceeds of the evening, a staggering 
£4,131.83 will be split between Bramley 
WI Lite and the Children’s Ward (G2) 
at Basingstoke and North Hampshire 
Hospital. 

Bramley WI Lite is part of the National 
Federation of WIs, it is WI but with a 
modern twist. The group launched in 
2007 and have since gone from strength 
to strength, they are proud to have around 
30 members, who meet once a month.

Anne Grant, President of Bramley WI 
Lite said: ‘Sapphires and Sparkles was 
a fabulous success. We are extremely 
grateful to those who supported the 
event with raffle and auction prizes, 
and donations of precious time! We 
were amazed by the generosity of local 
businesses in support of the event; their 
support made the fundraising from the 
evening truly astounding!’ 

Trish Le Flufy, Child Health Clinical 
Services Manager: ‘On behalf of the 
Children’s Ward at Basingstoke and 
North Hampshire Hospital a huge thank 
you to the members of Bramley WI Lite. 
The effort that went into fundraising 
for this event and making the night a 
success was huge. The £2,065.92 donated 
as a result will make a significant 
difference to the lives of local children 
and their families.’

A sparkling success for Bramley WI 
Lite raising over £4,000 for charity!

Thursday 19th May saw the 
announcement and ceremony for 
Mayor’s Awards for Basingstoke.  We 
are delighted to announce that St. 
Michael’s Home Care received The 
Mayor’s Award to Business which is 
awarded to a local business that, in 
the opinion of the outgoing Mayor, 
Cllr Anne Court, has contributed to 
the well-being of the borough. 

The Mayor said she believed that 
St. Michael’s Home Care was well 
deserving of this award because she 
was very impressed with the aims 
and ethos of the company towards 
providing quality care within the 
community on a commercial basis.  
She added that the innovative idea 
of forming this company to reinvest 
profits into the parent charity to 
ensure its future success is a very 
creative strategy which can greatly 
benefit the community as a whole.

Dave Monkman, Chief Executive of 
St. Michael’s Hospice, and Dariusz 
Motyka, Registered Manager of St. 
Michael’s Home Care, were both on 
hand to receive the Mayor’s Award 
to Business. Dariusz said afterwards 
that he was absolutely delighted to 
receive the award “on behalf of all the 
dedicated staff who are passionate 

about improving the quality of home 
care in this area.” Dariusz, who has 
worked in the care industry for 13 
years, also added, “when I was first 
approached by the Hospice with 
the idea of setting up a Home Care 
business which wasn’t to be guided by 
a desire for private profit, I was very 
excited and it thrills me every day to 
be doing a job which is making such a 
difference to so many lives.”

The Mayor makes an award at the end 
of his or her year, presented at Annual 
Council, to up to three people who he 
or she feels have made a contribution 
to life in Basingstoke but who 
would not necessarily otherwise be 
recognised for example by a Queen’s 
award.

Past awards have gone to people 
who have worked in areas such 
as organising sport for young 
people, theatre and arts activities, 
contributing to village life. The 
award is a badge supplied by Thomas 
Fattorini of Birmingham and can be 
worn on a ribbon at Civic occasions.

The awards are entirely at the 
discretion of the Mayor.

Mayor’s Awards

The remaining share of the fundraising 
will go to Bramley WI Lite, helping to 
secure the running costs of the group 
over the next few years. The group will 
be able to run bigger and better events 
for its members, and guarantee that it 
will be here to provide a way for local 
women to make friends and support one 
another in a fun environment well into 
the future.

Generous supporters of Sapphires 
and Sparkles included both local and 
national companies such as Abel & 
Cole, Christmas Common Conserves, 
Markwins International Ltd, Cristina 
Barton Photography, Odiham Cake 
Company, The Hampshire Court Hotel, 
Summerdown Mint Company and 
Tylney Hall Hotel.
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The June meeting was a talk presented 
by Mr. Brian Clewes, titled ‘The Dragon 
and the Damsel’.  This was about the 
dragonfly and damselfly, and was the 
second talk given by Mr. Clewes, who 
is an exceptional Speaker, keeping 
everyone gripped by his knowledge and 
enthusiasm.

He started by telling us that there are 
globally 5300 species, 43 of which 
regularly breed in the UK, 38 in England.  
Identifying them is straightforward 
because there are significant differences, 
namely, the situation of their eyes; on the 
dragonfly the eyes are situated together 
on the top of the head whereas the 
damselfly has them situated separated 
on the side of the head.  Whilst in flight, 
which incidentally is very rapid due to 
the short distance, thus short circuiting, 
between the eyes and the brain, the 
dragonfly’s wings are outstretched, 
whilst the damselfly’s wings are folded 
over the body in flight.  Both species’ 
eyes have 32,000 lenses which facilitate 
the acquisition of food both above and 
below water whilst in flight.  We were 
shown photographs of the legs with long, 
fine hairs which are formed into ‘baskets’ 
when food is spotted, and these baskets 
scoop up the morsels whilst in flight.

The most suitable habitats for dragon 
and damselflies is ponds, but streams 
(not too fast flowing) and ditches are 

also important, as well as canals and 
even flooded clay pits.  Another element 
of gathering food whilst in flight is the 
long tail which flicks from side to side 
which minutely breaks the surface of 
the water without disturbance.  Some 
dragonflies lay eggs above the water, 
such as the Emperor dragonfly (which 
lays up to 500 eggs at a time) while 
others will lay their eggs under the water.

Some of the names given to species are 
straightforward to identify, such as the 
red veined darter; as the name depicts, 
this has pretty red veins on its wings 
and darts very quickly, hovering to find 
its prey.

A few of these species are the Common 
Darter, the Common Blue, the Beautiful 
Demoiselle (fairly scarce here), the 
Banded Demoiselle, the female having 
no bands but the male identifiable by 
the bands, the territorial Broad-Bodied 
Chaser which has brown marks at the 
base of each wing, the Four Spotted 
Chaser (which actually has eight), the 
Blacktailed Skimmer, which has  a 
powder blue patch and is the most 
common and which is not looking 
for food but skimming the water and 
picking up insects as it flies by.

The life cycle of these species can loosely 
be compared to that of a butterfly, being 
first the egg (nymph) which spends 

up to a year in water, then develops 
its body, the skeletons of which have 
breathable porous areas, and six legs 
and a hinged jaw.  Damselflies breathe 
through lamellae on leaf-like tails.

Different species of dragon and 
damselflies appear at different times 
of the day; for example, the Southern 
Hawker emerges usually between 
8-9pm while most others emerge in 
the morning.  The Southern Hawker 
amongst others cracks its thorax 
shell which splits, it then rests for 
approximately thirty minutes and hangs, 
before setting off.  The wings, which 
look so beautiful, begin with a ‘green 
goo’ which somehow forms into blood 
which circulates the veins.  This, along 
with the flight muscles, enables flight.

Most dragonflies and damselflies live 
their entire life-cycle between 1-5 years 
and the adult lives usually from May 
to August.  There are exceptions, for 
example the Emerald Damselfly, which 
lives from June to September.

We all agreed that, with the help of Mr. 
Clewes’ photographs, these insects are 
very beautiful, and if we look carefully in 
our gardens and the countryside, we will 
be rewarded with catching a glimpse.

Mr. Clewes was thanked by Mrs Daphne 
Thirwell.

Womens Fellowship

Many of you will be wondering what 
has happened to SSJ Tennis Club - 
particularly if you do not usually play 
on the all year round twice weekly rota?   
Does the Club still exist?  Does anyone 
care about the terrible state of the netting 
and indeed the court surfaces?

Well, yes we do still exist and, yes we 
do care!  Over the last few months John 
Edwards, myself but particularly Penny 
Mayo (Clerk to the SSJ Parish Council) 
and the Parish Council have been 
working extremely hard to source much 
needed grants/funds/court developers 

etc in order to have the tennis courts 
resurfaced.  

This has been time-consuming but at last 
we believe we have a successful outcome.  
Funds have now been found and both 
courts will be resurfaced in the coming 
weeks and new surround netting installed

In the meantime – until the work 
commences – the courts will be 
unlocked and available to all who wish 
to play tennis on a 1st Come/1st Served 
basis.   However, Tuesday evening rota 
sessions and Men’s League matches will 
take priority.

It has been decided that due to the 
huge disruption this will cause during 
the coming weeks no annual Club 
membership fees will be collected 
until Spring 2017.  Obviously the 
work that needs to be undertaken is 
best done during good weather - so 
likely to happen during the “summer”.   
Hopefully once finished there may still 
be some good weather during which to 
enjoy our new courts.

Julie Crawley/John Edwards  (tel: 850507)
Chairman/Treasurer of SSJ Tennis Club

Sherborne St John Tennis Club
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Unwanted Phone Calls
 

Oh Mr. Scammer please don’t phone
I’m old and live here on my own
I’ve heard your offers now so often
That I guess you think I will soften
To your sales patter so glibly made
But you’ll be disappointed I’m afraid.
 
I don’t want to buy any vintage wine
Or gold and diamonds from a mine
In some far distant place unknown
A different continent and time zone
I’ll also pass on the shares you tout
Their real worth is in serious doubt.
 
I don’t want to pursue an injury claim
And make money by passing the blame
I haven’t had any road accident
Where you can earn your big per cent
From some imagined serious whip-lash
That’s simply designed to raise some cash
 
I just want to be left alone in peace
So please ensure your phone calls cease.
I doubt you’ll take any notice of my plea
As you seem to be an authority
On scamming people with your tricks
With no regard for morals or ethics.
 

Bill Breakspear

Local Police  
issues:
•	 An Isuzu Trooper was found burnt out and still 

smouldering in a field at Charter Alley, Sherborne St John, 
the vehicle was stolen from an address in Thames valley.

•	 On the 2nd May between midnight and 06.00 hours – 
West End, Sherborne St John – Unknown person/s have 
broken into stables and a granary barn, locks have been 
cut off and a Jerry can of petrol stolen.

Call Hants Police on 101; or in emergency 999

www.hampshire.police.uk
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Paul Glazier - Fully Qualified Electrician

07802175815 or 01256328850 paul.glazier@sky.com

Consumer unit replacement; Full or partial property rewires;

Garden lighting & power; Under floor heating;

Fault diagnosis & rectification; Services earth bonding;

New electrical installs; Refurbishments.

All electrical work Tested & Certified to current IET Wiring 

Regulations & Building Regulations Part P.

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:08  Page 33
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‘Losing a relative or close friend is hard and 
can be difficult emotionally, even before you 
start thinking about how to deal with your 
loved one’s Will and financial affairs.  The last 
thing anyone wants in their grief is to worry 
about forms and the legalities of death,’ says 
Jonathan Jacobs, solicitor in the Wills and 
Probate team at Phillips ‘and that’s why it’s 
so important to get some professional help 
straightaway.’  

Probate is the process of sorting out the 
‘estate’ of someone who has died, so that there 
is someone legally entitled to deal with the 
deceased’s affairs.  It’s easy to be confused by 
all the legal terms and procedural matters, 
so if you like many others, have never been 
involved in doing this before, here are a few 
practical tips:

•	 Get the Medical Certificate from the 
Doctor

•	 Register the death with the Registrar of 
Births and Deaths

•	 Tell family members, friends and any 
employer

•	 Find the Will if there is one

•	 If no will exists or cannot be found 
contact a Solicitor to find out who can 
sort the estate and who receives the 
money – this is known as ‘The Intestacy 
Rules’

•	 Engage a funeral director 

•	 Ask a trusted solicitor to help you deal 
with the administration of the estate.   
Having someone you trust, someone who 
specialises in probate issues all the time 
can bring enormous relief and will help to 
make your life that bit easier, leaving you 
and the family to cope with your grief.

Finally, Jonathan advises ‘if a family dispute 
erupts because someone disagrees with 
how the assets are distributed, our experts 
at Phillips can assist.  So whether you need 
some straightforward advice on what steps to 
take next or you would like someone to deal 
with the estate on your behalf, call us 01256 
460830.  We’re here to help.’ 

If you would like to find out more about 
Probate then you can contact our Wills & 
Probate Solicitors:

Jonathan Jacobs on 01256 854618 or at 
jonathan.jacobs@phillips-law.co.uk 

Caroline Wallis on 01256 854637 or at 
caroline.wallis@phillips-law.co.uk 

 

Practical advice when faced with 
bereavement from Phillips Solicitors

	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

By Jonathan Jacobs, 
Solicitor and Probate 
Specialist
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BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School, Pamber End, 
on a Wednesday eve 6:45 - 7:45. Beginner & 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (6 weeks payable up front). Limited 
spaces, please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

GARDENER WANTED. I would like regular 
help to maintain my large garden in Sherborne St 
John. Please contact 01256 850126

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch with 
me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green.  
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and other 
collectables and am keen to buy a variety of 
items. So if you are looking to declutter, or sell 
an item or collection, give me a call. Fair prices 
offered for good items like quality china, and 
glass, old toys, dolls and teddies, books etc etc. 
Phone 07879 440478 or email  
yvonne.cox@virgin.net

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP PRACTICE? 
HAVE YOU BEEN LED A MERRY DANCE? 
Well you could be...!  Let our six piece SSJ village 
band S#arp Practice shake, rattle and roll you. 
Popular tunes from recent decades, available for 
parties, dances and fetes. Please contact Steve 
Howe on 01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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At the consecration of the SSJ War 
Memorial on 21 August 1920 the Bishop 
of Guildford remembered the sacrifice 
of “Members of the Parish of Sherborne 
St John who gave their lives for their 
country”.  Amongst the eighteen names 
listed is that of Private Frederick H 
Norgate, 2nd Hampshire Regiment, 
who had not been a resident but, as on 
Memorials up and down the country, 
there are men listed whose loved ones 
wished to remember and honour.  

On the 8th of July 1916 Private Frederick 
Harry Norgate was killed at the Battle 
of the Somme.  Frederick was born on 
1st February 1889 at Warren Farm, 
Steventon, near Basingstoke, to Annie 
and Henry Norgate and was one of a 
family of three sons and six daughters.  
By 1901 the family had moved to 
Church Oakley, and in the 1911 census 
Frederick is listed as a waggoner on a 
farm at East Oakley lodging at Breach 
Cottage.  The following year he married 
Dorothy Kate Barrington, who had 
been born in Sherborne St John.   In 
the 1901 census Kate was living with 
her family at Rectory Cottage, SSJ, and 
attending the village school; by 1911 she 
was working as a cook for the Misses 
Bertha and Constance Alexander at 
Danceacre, Worthy Road in Winchester.   
This information, together with the 2nd 
Battalion’s movements up to 1916, was 
displayed on the History Society’s exhibit 
at the Tadley Local War Memorials 
Exhibition in September 2014.

During the Exhibition the great 
granddaughter of Frederick Norgate, 
Karen Newbery, attended and later 
supplied the following additional family 
history:

‘In 1912 Frederick and his siblings lost 
both parents within ten days of each 
other to pneumonia.  Later that year 
on the 12th October Frederick married 
Dorothy Kate Barrington, at the parish 
Church of Sherborne St John.  He was 
23 and resident at Oakley, Dorothy was 
20 and had been born in SSJ on the 
29th December 1891 to William Francis 
Barrington and Jemima (nee Cox).

Dorothy, or Kate, as she was better 
known, gave birth to a daughter Hilda 
May Norgate on the 8th May 1914 at 
SSJ.  My grandmother, Gwendoline Alice 
Norgate, was born on the 20th May 1916 
at SSJ.

Sometime in 1915 Frederick enlisted at 
Basingstoke in the Hampshire Regiment, 
2nd Battalion.  His Service Record 
shows on 1st December 1915 his first 
overseas posting to Egypt.  By the 29th 
March 1916 they landed at Marseilles 
to proceed to the Western Front taking 
part in the Battle of Albert, the first 
phase of the battle of the Somme.  The 
2nd Hampshires did not take part on 
the first day of July 1916 when so many 
were killed.  They were so crowded in the 
trench that they were withdrawn.

From the War Diaries of the 2nd 
Hampshire Regt. 6-10th July 1916:

“2nd Hants in St John’s Wood and moved 
to Mailly Wood, digging day and night 
repairing the communication trench - 10 
men killed.”

Frederick was killed on the 8th July 
1916 when a shell exploded where he 
was repairing a trench. He was 27 years 
old.  He was awarded the 15th Star, 
Victory and British Medal.  He is buried 
in the Knightsbridge Cemetery, one 
of the most remote cemeteries on the 
Somme, at Mesnil-Martinsart, named 
after the communication trench.  Both 
of Frederick’s brothers were also killed 
in WW1.  Albert Charles Norgate,  
Hampshire Regt 1st Bttn, died age 
21 of wounds on the 5th May 1915 
and is buried at the Boulogne Eastern 
Cemetery, after less than two months 
overseas; and Sydney John Norgate, 
1st/4th Bttn Hampshires was killed on 
the 2nd October 1916 aged 20, and is 
buried at Baghdad (Northgate) War 
Cemetery.  They are both named on the 
Deane War Memorial.

Frederick’s widow was staying with both 
her daughters at her parents’ home, 
Rectory Cottage, SSJ, when Frederick was 
killed.  She never remarried and worked 
at The Vyne as a cook till the National 
Trust took over.  From family memories, 

she always had in her room a large 
wooden framed photograph of Frederick 
in uniform till the day she died in 1974.’

In the local paper of 19th June 1915 
under the heading Recruiting Record 
- “Mr and Mrs Barrington of Rectory 
Cottages, SSJ, have in the Forces 2 sons, 1 
son-in-law, 3 brothers and 6 nephews.”

Karen also related a happier side to this 
family history. A cousin of her great 
grandmother, Kate, was Percy Barrington 
her father’s youngest brother, who had a 
son Kenneth Barrington born in Reading 
in 1930, later  to become a First Class 
Cricketer for Surrey in the 1950-60s,  
and playing 82 test matches for England 
from 1955-68, and as an English Selector 
from 1975-81.  Ken‘s father, a keen 
cricketer and career soldier, played for 
the Royal Berkshire Regimental team 
and taught all his three sons the game.  
On a visit to The Vyne, to see where her 
great grandmother had worked, Karen 
met a National Trust Volunteer who 
had attended Tormore School, which 
had been evacuated to The Vyne during 
WWII, and remembered playing cricket 
with Ken on the lawn; a teenage Ken 
visiting Kate.    And perhaps the SSJ 
Cricket Captain ‘B Barrington’, listed in 
the Gazette of May 1935 may have been 
Kate’s younger brother Albert?

REMEMBERING WWI 
The Battle of the Somme

Sherborne St John History Society



34

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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