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SHERBORNE ST JOHN VILLAGE HALL 
Registered Charity No. 301945 

Kiln Road, Sherborne St John, Hampshire RG24 9HP 

The Village Hall needs a part time Caretaker  
for, on average, 6hrs each week. 

This is a paid position.

Do you:

Live in the neighbourhood?

Seek a few hours of light duties each week?

Have an interest in looking after our Hall?

Want to help out the Village?

If so: 

Call Richard Pettifer on 01256 851023 or email ssjvillagehall@btinternet.com  
for more details and an application form.  

Closing date 27th April 2018.
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April 2018
2 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
3 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Talk & Head Massage Demonstration,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
5 Royal Airforce Centenary Celebration & Service, Basingstoke War Memorial , Civic Offices 11am
7 Jumble Sale for Rainbows, Brownies & Guides, SSJ Village Hall,  donations from 12 0’clock 2.00pm
9 Pelican Film Society, Goodbye Christopher Robin, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
9 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
16 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Growing Veg without a Garden – Kelvin Mason, Kempshott V H 7.30pm
16 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
23 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
26 Pamber NP Steering Committee, St Stephen’s Hall, Little London 7.30pm
28 Basingstoke Ladies Choir concert, Carnival Hall, Basingstoke in aid of St Michael’s Hospice
30 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

May 2018
1 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Make Do & Mend,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
5 Plant Sale at Monk Sherborne Village Hall.  Refreshments available 11.00am-2.00pm
14 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
14 Sherborne St John Parish Council AGM, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
14 Pelican Film Society, Loving Vincent, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
14 Pamber Parish Council Meeting AGM, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.00pm
21 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
21 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Roses – David May, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
28 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

June 2018
4 Pelican Film Society, The World’s Fastest Indian, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Yoga for Over 60s,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
11 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
11 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
17 (Sunday) Sherborne St John Village Fete, Village Green & Village Hall,  Sherborne St John 2.00pm–4.00pm
17 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Cream Tea concert, venue to be confirmed
18 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Woodland Crafts & Ind  – Tim Winter, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
25 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
25 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

July 2018
2 Pelican Film Society, The Post, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
3 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Strawberry Tea,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
7 SSJ Village Party/BBQ on the Village Green tbc
9 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
9 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
16 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Visit TBA 7.30pm
23 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
23 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

August 2018
6 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
7 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – More Where & What in Hampshire,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
20 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Tufton Small Holding – Jane Huxton, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
20 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

Future Events
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST. 
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND	 The Rev John Hamilton, The Rectory, SSJ	 850434
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ	 Mrs Penny Mayo	 ssjclerk@gmail.com	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 mspcclerk@gmail.com	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Mrs Leonie Browne	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07920 787170
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 Mr Tristan Robinson	 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath 	 01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 basingstoke.rural.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 16493 Luke ROBINSON 	 luke.robinson@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 850891

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)	 850315
RAINBOW GUIDES		  Ms Sarah Ayto      sarah_ayto@hotmail.co.uk 	 331200/07818 602806
GUIDES			   Mrs Jenny Edwards	 881213
BROWNIES	 1st SSJ		  Mrs Tramayne Henwood	  422083
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER	 Mrs Barbara Irving	 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr Trevor Page (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
THE 60+ COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Shelley Moore	 850577
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Alan Brown	 324450
			   Mrs Heather Livingstone	 840352
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Dave Green	 881337

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter	                  850036
MS Village Hall             		  Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com	 01256 851373	
				    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 01256 889534
			   Caretaker                                                                               	 07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com  		
			   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com 	 07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mrs Suzanne Kelly (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Anthony Murray	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  464501
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 01189 814595
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

                          Julie Crawley                             villagermagazine@gmail.com                        01256 851003
March 2018

Contacts
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Church Matters April

Easter stands as the great reminder to us 
all that Christianity is absolutely different 
from all other religions. The religions are 
all the creation of men through the ages 
– various different people at different 
times and places having influence and an 
idea which caught on. But Christianity is 
about the direct intervention of God.

Nowhere is this clearer than in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. All 4 Gospels recount the fact that 
the Tomb was empty on the first Easter 
morning. 3 of them recount appearances 
of the risen Jesus to his disciples1. 
The accounts are not identical – they 
are complementary. They bear all the 
hallmarks of simple reporting.

Acts (the book which follows the 
Gospels) tells us that these appearances 
ceased after 40 days, when on that final 
day Jesus was visibly taken up before 
their eyes2. However there are many 
references to the resurrection in the 
preaching of the first Christians3 and it is 
difficult to see how this could have been 
so widely believed if it were not true.

The rest of the New Testament likewise 
contains frequent references to God 

raising Jesus. There is also a list of some 
of his appearances, on one occasion to 
more than 500 people at one time4, and 
the implication in context is “You can go 
and see them if you like – most of them 
are still alive”. The combined weight 
of all these references is an impressive 
testimony.

Why then should people not believe 
this today? First, laziness! – most people 
do not wish to take the time or trouble 
to read a gospel account. They’re not 
very long, especially compared to most 
of the reading we do but there seems 
to be a sort of threshold involved that 
people simply do not wish to cross. If 
we shut out the testimony we will not 
hear the truth.

Some say “you can’t prove it”. Of course 
you can’t prove it in the same way I 
might show you that water boils at 100 
degrees C. The resurrection is an unique 
one off event: it cannot be repeated and 
if it could it would lose all its power. No, 
it is a matter of examining the evidence 
and coming to your conclusion on the 
basis of that. This is not blind faith – it 
is the reasonable response to what God 
has done.

Others think there is another 
explanation. So: “Jesus didn’t really die” 
(the so-called “swoon theory”). The idea 
is that he only lost consciousness on the 

cross – in the cool of the tomb he revived 
and then went out and convinced his 
disciples he had conquered death! 
Anyone who knows anything about the 
way Romans carried out execution must 
realise that this theory is impossible 
from every angle.

Another idea is that the disciples stole 
the body from the tomb. This idea is as 
old as the day itself – it is actually what 
the stunned guards were told to say 
by the priests5. But to suggest that the 
disciples, who had all run away, had the 
ability to get past armed guards, retrieve 
the body and then go round telling 
people that he had risen from death 
stretches credulity way beyond  
breaking point.

No, anyone who will examine the 
testimony openly and honestly, will 
find that the only way to explain what 
happened on the first Easter Day is that 
God actually intervened to raise his Son 
from death. So Jesus was made alive in 
a new body, the resurrection body, in 
which he appeared to his disciples. That 
means he lives today, and all who trust 
him will live with him.

It also means that there is a day of 
judgment to come, a day when God 
will right all wrongs, a day when every 
knee will bow to Jesus. That does mean 
every knee – not just Christians. God 
will bring about that day in his own time 
– just as he intervened to raise Jesus on 
the third day. Perhaps that is why people 
have tried to find ways to deny it. But the 
way to have a truly Happy Easter is to 
believe it.

John Hamilton

1	 Matthew 28, Luke 24 and John 20,21
2	 Acts 1:3-9
3	 Eg Acts 2:24, 3:15, 4:10, 5:30
4	 1Corinthians 15:5-8
5	 Matthew 28:13



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

SERMONS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10AM: 
April 01 April fool? Luke 16:19-31 John Hamilton
April 08 How much forgiveness? Luke 17:1-6 Andy Spence
April 15 Only one said Thank You Luke 17:7-19 John Hamilton
April 22 Remember Lot’s wife! Luke 17:20-38 John Hamilton & Scott Seivewright
April 29 Will he find faith on earth Luke 18:1-8 John Hamilton

SUNDAYS AT SIX 
April 08 The fool says Psalm 14 Steve Howe
April 15 Master of the Universe Psalm 96 Scott Seivewright
April 22 Real Repentance Psalm 51 John Hamilton
April 29 My help Psalm 121 John Hamilton

7

01 April
9.30 am Easter Family Service All Saints 
10.45 am Easter Family Service - followed by Holy Communion St Andrew’s 

08 April
8 am Holy Communion Priory
10 am Family Service St Andrew’s
6 pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

15 April
10 am Family Service St Andrew’s
6 pm ‘Sundays at Six’ (shortened) - followed by Church Annual Meeting Sherborne St John Village Hall

22 April
10 am  Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10 am  Morning Service Pamber Priory
6 pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

29 April
10 am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
6 pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

Services for April
St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End
https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

MIDWEEK MEETINGS FOR APRIL
Home Groups meet during the weeks of Tuesday 10 & 24 April.  

On 17 April, we meet for Central Fellowship: 8pm – 9 in the 
Parish Room. (Coffee served at 7.45pm)

Sundays at Six
For many years we have enjoyed meeting together on a Sunday 
evening, but have decided now is the time to take a break. The 

final service will be held on Sunday 29th April.
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Pamber Parish Council met on Monday 
March 12th for its monthly meeting.

Planning applications:
18/00683/AGPD 
Erection of a lean-to on existing 
agricultural building. 
Land at Frog Lane, Little London 
No objection

18/00582/OUT 
Erection of a detached chalet bungalow 
with access and layout to be included, 
following demolition of all the existing 
buildings on site. 
Pamber Green Riding School,  
New Road, Pamber Green 
No objection on condition that the land 
will remain for private/non-commercial 
use only and that the previous 
application is withdrawn.

Contact your  
County Councillor
We are extremely fortunate to have 
a very proactive County Councillor, 
Rhydian Vaughan, who is receptive to 
any problem that you may have, and is 
also now on facebook! If you wish to 

ask anything his details are:                	
Fb.com/tellrhydian		                             

STATEMENT BY PAMBER 
PARISH COUNCIL
On Monday 12th March the Council 
unanimously passed a motion 
condemning any form of intimidation 
towards any of its residents. There have 
been a number of recent incidents of 
anti-social behaviour in the Parish.  
Please remember that the Police 
can only act if these incidents are 
reported.  The Parish Council strongly 
encourage all residents to report such 
incidents to the police via 101, or 999 
in an emergency.   Do not assume that 
someone else might have reported it, 
or even if you know someone else has 
reported it, if you’ve seen something, 
report it.  

Thank you.

Neighbourhood  
Planning meetings.
Please see below for the next dates of 
the NP meetings-all are welcome to 
attend, regardless of whether you have 

not participated before. Come along and 
help shape the future of your Parish!

Thursday April 12th-7.30pm, St. 
Stephen’s Hall, Little London

Thursday May 17th, 7.30pm, Pamber 
Heath Memorial Hall, Pamber Heath.

Thursday June 14th, 7.30pm, St. 
Stephen’s Hall, Little London

Thursday July 12th, 7.30pm, Pamber 
Heath Memorial Hall, Pamber Heath.

A huge thank you to those who are 
already taking part in these meetings-
great progress is being made and it is 
exciting to begin to form a future vision 
of how this wonderful area should 
progress.

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at St. Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London on Monday April 9th, 
7.30pm.

Pamber Parish Council notes for 
Pamber End and Pamber Green
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2018/2019 Council Tax 
HCC are raising their Band D rate for 
2018/2018 by 5.99% - a band D annual 
cost rising to £1,200.96 and BDBC are 
implementing a 4.99% increment. 

I’m pleased to say that the SSJ Precept 
will be the same as for 2016/2017. We’ve 
managed to maintain the financial status 
quo because of the increased number of 
dwellings in the Parish.

The PC is informed that there are no 
plans to close/reduce the opening times 
of any of the local recycling centres as a 
result of HCC/BDBC budget reviews.

Road Repairs 
This issue continues to be a major 
irritation. With the recent inclement 
weather, the poor state of Vyne Road 
has deteriorated even further. The PC is 
in contact with HCC in order to get all 
the potholes fixed and hopefully, road 
re-surfaced. 

Planning 
Cranes Road – There has been radio 
silence re: the application for the 18 
houses at the end of Cranes Road. The 
PC are speaking to BDBC planning to 
understand the current situation. 

Re-Routing of Footpath 502 – this 
application has resulted in a large 
number of objections as it seems 
the footpath in question is an old 
drovers’ road.  The PC are contacting 
the Environment Agency and BDBC 
Planning Enforcement to confirm that 
the work completed to date adheres to 
the permissions as granted

Kiln Road/Dark Lane – An application 
for 7 houses on the corner of Dark 
Lane has been refused by the BDBC 
Senior Conservation Officer- the 
site “as is” being deemed to make a 
positive contribution to the village 
Conservation Area. 	

The Chute 
The works to refurbish the Chute are 
nearly complete. The new storage facility 
will negate the use of the main hall for 
storage.

The next and final stage is to lay artificial 
grass in the two outside areas at each 
end of the Chute enclosed by picket 
fencing. This will increase the footprint 
of the Chute and make it more attractive 
for external bookings. 

It should be noted that 80% plus of the 
cost of refurbishment over the last year 
has been met by grant funding. 

It is anticipated that at the end of the 
current financial year the Chute would 
have generated an income of just over 
£12k.

Lengthsman Scheme 
The Parish is in the process of signing 
up to a Lengthsman Scheme run by 
a number of adjacent Parishes. The 
term Lengthsman, coined in the 1700s, 
originally referred to someone who kept 
a “length” of road neat and tidy. We will 
use this service for minor repairs, etc.  
to the village infrastructure. For 
example, there are a couple of footpaths 
signs and Parish owned fences that are 
in need of repair.

Village Green Access 
The issue of travelers using the village 
green as a grazing area and/or race track 
for their horses was again raised.

The PC are in dialogue with the 
National Trust, who own the village 
green, to determine a solution e.g. the 
installation of wooden ‘bollards’ is one 
option being looked at. 

Traffic 
The perennial issue of traffic speeding 
along access routes to the village and 
then not slowing down on entering the 
village was raised. 

A gentle reminder – the village does 
have its own speed camera and is 
always looking for volunteers. If you are 
interested in helping to run this service 
in the first instance please contact the 
Parish Clark (ssjclerk@gmail.com )

Elm Road Bus Stop 
There has been some debate re: the 
removal of the bus stop in Elm Road 

from outside of the village hall to 
improve visibility

It appears that base of the bus stop acts 
as a retaining wall to the village hall 
car park and footpath. To facilitate a 
better view along Elm Road, the PC has 
arranged for the opaque window at each 
side of the bus stop to be removed. 

Keeping In Touch - SSJ 
Distribution List  ( GDPR )
The Parish Clerk holds a distribution 
list of e-mail addresses for about 120 
parishioners which is ONLY used 
occasionally to let people know quickly 
about any issues deemed important for 
the Parish.  

However, this is an old, probably out 
of date list. With the new General Data 
Protection Regulation ( GDPR ) coming 
into effect as of the end of May 2018 
the addresses can only be used for the 
purpose for which they were originally 
collected. 

The Parish Clerk will therefore be 
sending out a blind copy e-mail to all 
this addresses asking for your consent 
to keep your e-mail address  on the list 
for the purpose of communication as 
detailed above.  

We do need a positive response, be 
that yes or no, to the e-mail if you wish 
to remain on the distribution list to 
receive information relevant to the 
Parish. NO reply will mean removal 
from the distribution list. 

Also if there are any parishioners 
reading this who would like to be 
included for the future please contact 
the Clerk on ssjclerk@gmail.com.

Julian Crawley 
You will no doubt have heard Julian 
has passed away after a long and valiant 
fight. Julian was Chair of the PC for 12 
years and I am convinced he had SSJ in 
his DNA.  The village is a poorer place 
for his passing. The PC sends their 
sincere sympathies to Julie, his wife,  
and family.

Richard Morgan, Chair SSJ PC 

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
This is the report from Cllr Andrew 
Lennard, Monk Sherborne Parish 
Council:

A brief resume of the portfolios starting 
with my portfolio Rural Policing & 
Neighbourhood Watch following our 
meeting held on 17th January 2017

Rural Policing & 
Neighbourhood Watch: 
02/02/18, a property in Ramsdell Road, 
Monk Sherborne – An offender was 
chased out of a house by the occupant 
and it is not confirmed if anything had 
been stolen. One male has been arrested. 
Residents continue to be reminded 
to secure all property including 
outbuildings and sheds to avoid any 
temptation or opportunists.

The requirement for speed checks has 
been acknowledged by PCSO Matthew 
Woods with Cllr Lennard presenting 
the following locations: Ramsdell Rad, 
Salters Heath Road and from the brick 
yard into the village. 

PCSO Matthew Woods has now 
moved to pastures new and our new 
local officer will be PCSO 16493 Luke 
ROBINSON. PCSO Robinson can be 
contacted at luke.robinson@hampshire.
pnn.police.uk. A new NW Co-ordinator 
is still required within Monk Sherborne 

Planning:
The parish council has forwarded 
its objections to the application for 
Blackberries, expressing specific 
concerns in relation to over 
development of the site, environmental 
health, visual impact and highways 
safety. A decision is awaited form 
BDBC. 

Local Authority  
& Rural strategy: 
The Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England has formally 
commenced an electoral review of 
Basingstoke & Dean Borough Council. 
It proposes a reduction of the total 
number of councillors elected in the 
future by 10%, from 60 to 54. 

Village hall:  
The Village Hall Committee resolved 
to transfer the VH assets to a CIO 
(Community Interest Organisation) 
which was subsequently approved at 
their AGM. The village hall committee 
also confirmed that the parish council 
was fully indemnified going forward. 
The entrance to the village hall has 
been tidied with all weeds having been 
cleared. 

Highways Transport  
and footpaths: 
Members of the public are encouraged 
to continue to report pot holes within 
the parish via the BDBC online 
Reporting System. The more the merrier 
– reports, not potholes! 

Trees:
The parish council would like to express 
their thanks to Mr P Boyle, and two 
local volunteers, in offering to undertake 
the required crown lifting works to the 
Millennium trees. The works will save 
the parish council a considerable cost – 
THANK YOU. 

Playground: 
Unfortunately, one of the seating 
benches within the play area has rotted 
and is to be removed. 

Due to Section 106 monies being 
available within the parish for use 
within the play area, the parish council 
are giving consideration to the removal 
of the basketball hoop and replacing 
it with an additional; piece of paly 
equipment. Suggestions and ideas from 
local residents are welcome!. 

Defibrillators within Charter 
Alley & Monk Sherborne: 
The defibrillator has been installed at 
Charter Alley and is waiting to go live. 
The unit has been registered with the 
Ambulance service and twice monthly 
checks will be undertaken. A plaque 
recognising the dedication Mr Gibson 
showed during his life in Charter Alley 
is to be erected.

Last but not least:
Cllr Mark Spencer has tended his 
resignation from the parish council. The 
parish council would like to thank Mark 
for his time as a councillor and wish 
him the very best of luck for the future. 

The Council would also like to express 
their thanks to Cally Morris, our Parish 
Clerk as well as those in the parish 
who volunteer their help with jobs 
large and small within our parish. A 
special mention to the litter pickers 
who continue to tidy the area whilst out 
walking, it certainly makes a difference 
even if it is a never ending task.

Next Parish Council meeting: 
Wednesday 16th May 2018
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Hampshire Constabulary  
Please see the latest news summary of 
some of the occurrences for February 
2018.

Our current local community policing 
priorities are:-

•	 Traffic related offences
•	 Anti-social behaviour (ASB)
•	 Non dwelling/dwelling burglaries 

Reported incidents between 
1st February to 28th 
February 2018
9 	 Suspicious incidents - (from suspicious 

people to vehicles). 15 last month.
3 	 Assault. (not necessarily physical, 

between partners). 9 last month.
1 	 Criminal damage incidents. 1 last 

month.
4 	 Road traffic incidents. 3 last month.
5 	 Anti-social behaviour incidents 

(environmental, between people 
known to each other, vehicle, groups of 
youths).  14 last month.

2 	 Public order. 1 last month.
3 	 Non dwelling breaks. 6 last month.
1 	 Dwelling Burglary. 1 last month.
1 	 Theft from vehicle. 1 last month.
0 	 Theft of vehicle. 0 last month.
7 	 Theft. 3 last month.
0	 Theft of cycle. 0 last month.
0 	 Drugs. 4 last month.

Non dwelling/dwelling 
burglaries – 3 reported 
incidents of non-dwelling 
breaks and 1 of a dwelling 
break.  Some not listed below.
02/02/18 1700 – Ramsdell Road, Monk 
Sherborne – An offender has been 
chased out of a house by the occupant, 
unsure if anything has been stolen.  One 
male has been arrested. 

02/02/18 1730 – Rook Hill, North 
Tadley – A ground floor window has 
been smashed on a garage being used as 
a storage shed.  Unclear if anything has 
been taken.

12/02/18 – 13/02/17 – Dancers 
Meadow, Sherborne St John – A garage 
has been broken into and damage 
caused however nothing was stolen.

08/02/18 – 24/02/18 – Ibworth Lane, 
Wootton St Lawrence – Approximately 
500 litres of heating oil has been stolen.

Anti-social behaviour – 5 
reported incidents of ASB 
(Anti-Social Behavior)
1 Report of youths shining a high power 
torch at drivers along Heath End Road.

Other ASB incidents are unable to be 
disclosed as they are too identifiable.

Traffic Related Offences –
Between 1st February and the 28th 
February 1 driver was arrested for drink 
drive offences in the rural area, also 4 
vehicles were seized from the road side.

1 Seized for no insurance

3 Seized for no tax

As a few people may be aware this will 
be my last monthly report for this area 
as I am moving onto new pastures from 
next week.  I will be leaving you all in 
the very capable hands of my colleague 
PCSO Luke ROBINSON 16493.  I will 
include his email below.

I wish you all the very best of luck and 
happiness.

Many thanks

PCSO 15973 Matthew Woods

matthew.woods@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

The new officer will be PCSO 16493 
Luke ROBINSON

luke.robinson@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

St. Michael’s Hospice Basingstoke Run  
Wednesday 16th May 
Down Grange Sports Complex 
Registration has opened!

St. Michael’s Hospice has opened 
registration for its 5 & 10K Basingstoke 
Run at Down Grange Sports Complex, 
Basingstoke, RG22 5SN, on Wednesday 
16th May 2018 starting at 7pm. 

The event is growing in popularity every 
year and last year saw over 700 runners 
take part, raising over £25,000 for the 
Hospice. Registration is quick and 
simple at basingstoke-run.co.uk where 
you can save money, and avoid the 
queues, by signing up in advance. 

Runners will again be able to enjoy 
chip timing in both the 5 and 10K 
events with medals handed out to all 
participants. Children can register from 
£8 and prices start at just £12 for adults.

There is always a wonderful mix of 
abilities from parents and children 
running together, fun runners, first 
timers, speedy club runners, with 
Basingstoke and Mid Hants Athletic 
Club taking the first three places in 5K 
in 2017, and everything in-between. 
The focus is on the community coming 
together to have some fun, support the 
Hospice and enjoy an evening run. 

There will be entertainment from The 

Breeze during the whole event, plenty 
of on-site parking, lots of friendly 
marshals to show you where to go, and 
refreshments will be available.

We are thankful to our event 
sponsors The Breeze and 
Uninterruptible Power Supplies Ltd 
(UPS Ltd), and our supporter Up 
& Running Basingstoke, your local 
running shop.

For additional information or to 
organise an interview please contact: 

Laura Hughes, Events Manager 

Tel: 01256 848846                                      
laura.hughes@stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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4

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School  
By the time you are reading this article, 
it will be the Easter Holidays, which 
seem to have crept up on us very fast 
this term! As the beginning of this 
month was marked by the school 
closing due to snow, we hope that by the 
time we have our Easter Bonnet parade 
we will have seen a significant rise in 
temperature!

The last few weeks have seen lots of 
sporting activity. All the children have 
started the Golden Mile initiative 
which means they are improving their 
fitness by regular running, challenging 
themselves to run a little further each 
day.  They are also taking part in a 
sponsored run in aid of Sports Relief.  
Various teams have taken part in tag 
rugby matches, football tournaments 
and a squash competition, and the 
children in Class 4 participated in 
a dance show at Everest school to 
demonstrate the amazing routines they 
have been learning with Coach Faye.

The children in Key Stage 1 had 
an outing to Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyards as part of their project about 
Pirates. They looked around HMS 
Warrior, where they learned about life 
as a sailor, and then had a lot of fun at a 
workshop learning about life as a pirate! 
They also took part in the Big Sing at 
the Anvil, along with their teddy bears; 
Barnaby Bear took them on a journey 
into space where they learned about  
the planets whilst they sang along with 
the music!

Children in classes 1, 2 and 4 have been 
learning to play the ukulele this term 
and have really impressed their music 
teachers by their level of achievement. 
As well as the ukulele concerts, the 
end of term was marked by our annual 
Recitation competition and Easter 
Bonnet Parade, as well as the Easter 
Service at St Andrew’s Church.  

Happy Easter everyone!

Sherbert  
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766
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ADVERTISE HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

Tutor instruction - Step-by-Step

Suitable For Everyone

Therapeutic

Friendly

EXCITING AND NEW!

Tel: 07419  741 670

ASK US ABOUT OUR

WINE AND PAINT EVENINGS! 
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk



23

News from The  
Priory Primary School  
In recent years we have been fortunate 
to have received a visit from the 
education team at Warburtons bakery.  
It is a visit that the children always look 
forward to and here is Sienna in Year 3 
to tell you more about the special day:

Year 3 absolutely loved the Warburton’s 
visit! We learnt so much and they were 
really, really kind. We learnt about 
yeast and that yeast is made of tiny 
microorganisms that eat the ingredients 
you mix with them and they gradually get 
bigger and bigger the more that they eat.  

At the end we made healthy sandwiches 
that we could take home and eat happily. 
They also did a quiz at the end after we 
made sandwiches to see what we had 
learnt, they gave out crayons to us if we 
got the question right.  

By the time you read this the parents of 
the children who will be joining us in 
September will be about to receive their 
official offer of a place from Hampshire 
County Council.  This is a very exciting 
time for us all and we will look forward 
to welcoming the children and their 

families to various events to help them 
settle in to the Priory way.  In school we 
tend to plan at least a year ahead so our 
thoughts will be turning increasingly 
then to the children who might join us 
in the following September; as ever, if 
you would like to visit the school either 
as a prospective parent or grandparent 
you would be most welcome.
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I finally got my way - walkies in a big 
way.  Over here in France I get walkies 
every day with the Mrs and on this 
occasion we went on a long ramble 
together with the Boss as well.  It was 

difficult to decide who I was going to 
obey since they both accompanied me 
and both like to tell me what to do…….

In the end I decided to be very 
diplomatic and used my right ear for 
listening to the Boss and my left ear for 
listening to the Mrs.  That did cause a 
few problems as they don’t seem to agree 
on many things.  For example when we 
passed by a boggy area on my right that 
I had noticed held some exciting smells 
the Boss said ‘find him then’ and as I was 
on the point of heading into the depth of 
the marsh area I heard a faint calling in 
my left ear of ‘noooooo, not in the mud’.   
Needless to say the scents were just 
too nice to pass up so I tuned in to my 
selective hearing mode and dived into the 
bog and had a jolly good sniff round.  As 

it has been raining in this area of France 
for the last three months, there was a lot 
of damp area to investigate….  When I 
returned to see how things stood with my 
guardians they seem to be having a very 
deep and meaningful discussion on how 
the Boss could have trained me to have 
the same selective hearing mode that 
he himself appears to have developed.  
The Mrs, with the aid of a very wagging 
pointy finger was extracting a promise 
from the Boss that due to his lax control 
he would be in charge of cleaning me 
up.  I knew his method of cleaning me up 
meant a swim in the lake so with alacrity 
I sided with the Mrs and her promise 
with a very wagging pointy tail.  Best of 
both worlds especially for a Labrador!

Bert’s Blog

Bringing the Stone Age to Life 

Probus members were taken back to 
pre-historic times at the latest lunch 
meeting when Katy England from 
Salisbury museum gave a talk about 
times in early Britain.

The earliest remains were discovered 
at Boxgrove near Chichester in the 
1990s and consisted of a leg bone, two 
teeth and other artefacts from which it 
is calculated that they originated from 
a 6 feet tall and well built male. It was 
concluded that these remains are at least 
500,000 years old. At that time Britain 
was connected to Europe and had a 

climate similar to that enjoyed today in 
the African savannah. This find however 
did not show any evidence of clothing, 
habitation or the use of fire and the 
conclusion was that things were eaten 
raw. It did prove that the inhabitants 
used long wooden spears with flint 
points and hand held flint hand axes. 

Experts think that the use of fire 
developed around 400,000 years ago 
perhaps coinciding with a change in 
weather patterns. Over the next 200,000 
years, as the weather became colder, 
the animals changed with woolly 
mammoths and reindeer roaming freely, 
the original Boxgrove man developed 
into Neanderthal man. He was shorter 
and stockier and more able to cope with 
the colder conditions.

About 50/40,000 years ago another 
species arrived from Africa that we 
call Homo Sapiens. There is some 
DNA evidence that there was some 
interbreeding but gradually the 
Neanderthals died out. There was also 
development of flint and antlers that 
could be made into tools including 
needles which allowed animal skins to 
be sewn together to create clothing as 
the climate got colder. Cave painting is 

thought to have started about 30,000 
years ago when ochre and charcoal were 
used as the basis for colour.  

The Great Ice Age came 20,000 years ago 
and after its departure the sea levels rose 
thereby creating different land masses 
as the weather improved to be similar 
to what we enjoy today. Oak trees and 
Hazel arrived as well as the formation 
of lakes and rivers. Mammoths and 
reindeer were no longer to be seen but 
there was plenty of deer and wild boar.  
All these changes became essential to 
supporting life and with the invention 
of a form of glue and the development 
of the bow with the “string” made from 
animal sinews and arrows with flint 
arrow heads and flights made from swan 
feathers the age of the hunter/gatherer 
became prevalent. 

But there then began a significant change 
of life style 12/10,000 years ago, in a 
period known as the Neolithic Stone 
Age, they became farmers, domesticating 
plants and animals, created settlements 
as permanent villages and we see the 
appearance of crafts such as pottery  
and weaving. It is recognised that this 
is the most significant change in all of 
human history.
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Well, that was a bit of a shock  
to the system. Winter 2017-18. 
November was a cool month with 
the highest daytime temperature only 
reaching 15.1C on the 1st and there 
were 6 mornings with air frost.  Rainfall 
totals were near average at 71.2 mm but 
there was heavy rain in the early hours 
of the 4th and again after midnight on 
the 23rd.  Soil temperatures continued 
quite warm helping to maintain 
late grass growth and also to aid 
germination of overwintering crops.

Overall the December air temperatures 
were not far from average but they 
did fluctuate wildly, with a daytime 
temperature reaching only 2.6C (37F) 
on the 27th but 3 days later reaching 
13.2C (55F).  There were 9 days with 
air frost (far fewer than normal) but 18 
mornings with grass frost (as we would 
expect) – implying a slight rise in night 
temperatures; this can be accounted for 
by the frequency of days (and nights) 
with rain.  There were 18 days with rain 
(5 more than usual) and a well above 
average rainfall total of 102 mm (147% 
of average).    

January 2018 saw a few good sunny days 
at the beginning of the month, but also 
some very dull days with the 8th the 
dullest day during at least the last 4 years 
and the 9th was not much better.  The 
main feature of the month was Storm 

Eleanor which coincided with high tides 
leading to much coastal destruction 
and widespread damage inland (mainly 
on the 3rd).  Otherwise January was an 
unremarkable month with extensive 
cloud helping to keep temperatures 
noticeably above average and only three 
significantly wet days (2nd, 21st and 
24th) with the snow on the morning of 
the 21st soon turning to rain.

There were a number of good sunny 
days in February but this resulted in 
clear nights and a good number of air 
frosts.  The winds came predominantly 
from an easterly direction from the 20th 
with the main cold spell finally arriving 
on the 26th and the temperature only 

rising to 2.8C and the first snow.  The 
temperature fell to minus 9.9C (14.2F) 
on the morning of the 28th (grass 
minimum -11.4C).  Deep down in the 
earth it is very hot and there is always 
some heat seeping up to the surface; 
when there is a layer of snow on the 
ground it acts like an insulating blanket 
with all the energy radiating from the 
top of the snow and chilling the air in 
contact with the snow, while below the 
snow it warms up fractionally.

The cold spell only lasted 5 days here 
in the South, but there were 3 days 
continuously below freezing.  But more 
is expected!

David Cullum
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Ramblers Association 
The North Hampshire Downs 
Ramblers group, is part of the Ramblers 
Association. We walk mostly in 
Hampshire and the surrounding 
countryside. In the last few months 
our group has enjoyed both walks and 
social activities, we enjoyed the snow 
at Frensham ponds on 27th February. 
We also had a Christmas lunch and the 
ladies are looking forward to a lunch in 
Basingstoke at the beginning of March.

The group walk on both Tuesday and 
Saturday and cover areas in and around 
Basingstoke as well as sometimes going 
further afield. We have had some lovely 
Autumn and Winter walks, enjoying the 
changing landscapes and of course the 
snow just recently. We are also expert at 
walking round mud and trying not too 
take too much of it home on our boots. 

Our Tuesday morning walks, which 
are typically 6- 7 miles, we continue to 
attract many walkers. We have recently 

walked around Frensham Ponds, Fleet 
ponds and around Victoria water (no 
mud), to name but a few. We usually end 
up with an end of walk pub stop, to give 
people time for a catch up.

Our Saturday walks tend to be 
longer, with fewer walkers, and can 
sometimes take most of the day. This 
last quarter our walks have included 
from Basingstoke to Greywell , along 
the Basingstoke canal, and Salisbury to 
Downton using the Avon Valley path

As well as the walks, the group also 
enjoys social activities, this includes 
an Annual Summer Picnic, Christmas 
Lunch, Boys lunches, Ladies walks, and 
lunches and the group occasionally 
organise weekends and days away. 

The group have an active path patrol 
group, who report problems to the 
local council and also do some work 
on the paths, which can be as varied as 
checking waymarking and replacing 

waymarking discs, minor clearing or 
even repairing stiles and gates. To date 
this group has replaced 20 plus gates in 
conjunction with the local council. The 
latest task was building a sleeper bridge 
at Silchester.

If you are interested in finding out 
more about the North Hampshire 
Downs group, there is more 
information on our Website. www.
northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk.

If you are new to walking and want to 
give us a try, or already walk, you would 
be given a very warm welcome by the 
Group. We hope to see you soon! 

If you are interested in joining the 
Ramblers we suggest you come along 
for a couple of walks with the group first 
to get a taster. Membership details are 
available from the Ramblers’ national 
website: www.ramblers.org.uk

Ramblers Charity England & Wales No: 
1093577 Scotland No: SC039799
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Women’s Fellowship  
The Women’s Fellowship AGM was held 
in February and there was no speaker 
- hence no article in the last Villager.  
Two members of the committee, our 
Leader Jean Linford and Margaret Plumb 
decided it was time to stand down 
after very long and much appreciated 
service.  The new committee consists 
of Rose Cooper (Leader), together with 
Joan Brandon, Jenny Cullum, Annabel 
Errington, Brenda Lewis, Sheila Martin, 
Brenda Page, Mary Plester, Maureen 
Stokes.   We also gained two new 
members and hope to have more.  We 
meet on the first Tuesday of the month 
at 2pm in the Village Hall; we have 
interesting talks published on the Future 
Events page in the Villager and other 
activities spread through the year (often 
including cake).  Visitors are welcome to 
try out what we offer.

For the first meeting of our new 
programme we welcomed back Mr 
Andrew Negus to give us the second 
instalment of The Weird, the Wild and 
the Wonderful, Travels in China and 
Thailand.  Originally he travelled to 
China on the Trans-Siberian Railway and 
toured the Forbidden City in Beijing, 
visited the Wall, the Yangtze, the 3 
gorges, and some more rural parts.  Now 
he decided to go in search of the Green 
Jade Mountain and Dr Ho.  He took a 
bus up the Burma Road, and found the 
people there were very different from the 
Han people he had met in Beijing.  One 

remote town had a huge market where 
locals and hill tribe people came for 
anything they needed, from baskets to 
fishing nets to pigs, paying visits to the 
doctor whose treatment might include 
cupping or bleeding, or the dentist using 
a foot operated drill.  All work was done 
by hand and mainly by women, even 
heavy tasks like making bricks and tiles.  
A band played local, not communist, 
music on strange instruments late at 
night, but Andrew was not impressed.  
To his ears it sounded dreadful and one 
of the locals told him it was necessary to 
listen with the palms of his hands.  

He finally arrived at the Jade Mountain 
and the legendary Dr Ho, a traditional 
herbalist with a shop full of strange 
ingredients; he also belonged to the 
Red Cross.  He prescribed a hot tea for 
‘backpackers’ cough’ and showed off 
books of thanks from satisfied customers, 
who apparently included such people as 
the Duke of Kent and John Cleese.  

Andrew travelled to noisy Bangkok, and 
the backpacker area of Khao San Road, 
a faker’s paradise where he bought fake 
Rolex watches for his stepchildren and 
a fake student card for himself (he was 
about 40) and visited temples and Royal 
palaces and was interested by the shape 
of roofs and the equivalent of gargoyles.  

Then he went south to magical beaches 
where he worried about falling coconuts, 
and north to Chiang Mai.   A local who 

was also a fan of Nottingham Forest 
(Andrew’s favourite team) took him 
into the Golden Triangle to the village 
of his father-in-law, a long journey (no 
far, no far, he kept being told), on an 
underpowered motor bike on mountain 
trails and mainly in the dark, cutting his 
leg badly on the way.  It needed stitching 
but the Thai Army was in the village 
because opium poppies had been planted 
after the villagers had been cheated 
of pay for a crop of peas and all that 
could be managed was a bandage.  He 
eventually got to a hospital where the 
walls were covered in Aids posters and 
there were no single-use needles.  He still 
has the scar.  

He visited the bridge over the River Kwai 
and the beautifully kept graves both of 
the soldiers and the local workers.  He 
also took a train on the death railway, 
taking children to school.  Crossing 
into Burma at the three pagoda pass the 
Burmese soldiers were only teenagers 
and he then met some guerrilla fighters 
supporting Aung San Suu Kyi.  He was 
glad to get back over the border and take 
the train back to Bangkok where he had 
to decide where to go next – Australia or 
Vietnam - and that is the next instalment.  
Mr Negus was thanked by Joan Brandon 
and was asked if Dr Ho’s tea had cured 
his cough - it did, and if he had seen any 
tigers – sadly, no.

Our next meeting on Tuesday 3 April is a 
talk and demonstration of Head Massage.
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Getting embroiled in a dispute with a 
neighbour can be particularly stressful.

If handled properly though, there is every 
chance of avoiding formal litigation, which 
can be lengthy and extremely costly.

There are numerous ways where you could 
find yourself in a dispute with a neighbour.  
You could have a disagreement relating to 
the legal title to your property such as the 
position of boundaries or the operation of 
rights of way. It could be that the dispute 
arises more out of your neighbour’s 
conduct such as making excessive noise 
or building works that your neighbour is 
carrying out or proposing to carry out.

Boundaries are a common problem and are 
frequently fraught and complex. Whether 
it is by the land or use of land changing 
over time or by the boundary being poorly 
recorded; any ambiguity over the position 
of a boundary can lead to conflict and 
burden both properties. 

Whilst it remains unresolved, a dispute can 
directly affect your property. If you wish 
to sell, you may have to disclose the issue 
which could have a negative impact on 
the marketability or even the value of your 
property. It may seem that by instructing 
a solicitor you are escalating a dispute, but 
in most cases it is the best way of moving 
towards a solution quickly and calmly. 
Dealing with a difficult neighbour directly, 
perhaps over the back fence can make 
matters worse.

Where disputes become heated it can be 
sensible to avoid a direct approach and seek 
professional help. 

Cases all turn on their particular facts; 
we will be able to advise you clearly as 
to where you stand in law and what your 
options are. We advise that the best way to 
resolve disputes is by focussing on practical 
solutions and where possible to avoid 
litigation. 

Getting embroiled in a dispute with 
a neighbour	 LEGAL 

	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

For more information and to find out how we might assist you, contact Ben Pearson on 
01256 854608, or email ben.pearson@phillips-law.co.uk.
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REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

TRANSFORMATIONAL COACHING  
Whatever it is that causes you a problem in 
life can be best understood with enquiry, 
resourceful tools and coaching techniques.  
This will transform your life away from 
limiting behaviours and thoughts, giving 
you peace, calmness and clarity.  Anxiety/
depression/fears/phobias/addictions and 
general expected goals.  Glen McGra NLP 
Cert  07502708857

JRG GARDEN SERVICES Professional 
gardening and landscaping. View our previous 
work at www.jrggardenservices.com. Call John 
on 07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

HANDSOME GOLDEN LACED WYANDOTTE 
CROSS BANTAM COCKEREL looking for a 
lovely new home. Would like to join a little group 
of hens. Please call Timi: 07939 992764

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

ARE YOU LOOKING TO EARN A FEW 
EXTRA POUNDS A MONTH? 2 to 3 hours 
per week based in Monk Sherborne. I run 
Maths and English classes after school and need 
help putting the worksheets into the students’ 
folders, prior to class. Hours can be arranged at 
your own convenience. Please contact Jo Miles 
01256533234

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP PRACTICE? 
HAVE YOU BEEN LED A MERRY DANCE? 
Well you could be...!  Let our six piece SSJ village 
band S#arp Practice shake, rattle and roll you. 
Popular tunes from recent decades, available for 
parties, dances and fetes. Please contact Steve 
Howe on 01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School (Pamber) 
Wednesday eves 6:45 - 7:45 Beginner and 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (payable up front). Limited spaces, 
please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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We were certainly made to suffer during 
the recent cold spell with snow, frost 
and dangerous conditions.  Thankfully 
we were less affected than many areas, 
some even very close at hand.  As I write, 
the forecast is again for cold and snowy 
conditions.  Oh please let Spring arrive!

It has been very nice over the last month 
to receive a range of local news items 
sent to me which certainly makes my 
job of writing this piece so much easier.  
Please keep it up.  Sue James reports 
her 9 year old granddaughter’s public 
spirited efforts in litter picking recently 
in New Road, Pamber Green.  It was 
Deryn’s idea after she saw so much litter 
while out walking to Little London and 
she collected a large bag of cans, bottles, 
plastic bags, balloons with string etc.  
She is keen to do it again and Sue will 
make sure she is better equipped next 
time with boots and gloves.

Val Holford has mentioned her concern 
about continued speeding down Bramley 
Road, Pamber End.  She is going to try 

to lobby support for a speed display in 
the road.

There have been a number of reports 
locally of varied burglaries and thefts 
so the advice received is to be very 
careful with your possessions and avoid 
opportunistic attacks.

Local lad, Dean Cooper-Kirby, is at only 
14 very keen to make the grade as a 
professional tennis player.  He has already 
achieved much success as a junior and is 
now seeking sponsorship to let him reach 
the next level.  You can lend your support 
by using this link https://www.gofundme.
com/europeantennistourdeanck

45 people attended a recent quiz night at 
St Stephen’s Hall, Little London.  Great 
fun was had by all and £360 was raised 
towards the upkeep of the hall.  Thanks 
to everyone who turned up, donated 
items for the raffle and bought raffle 
tickets.  It is hoped that a similar event 
will be run in the Autumn.  In addition, 
the Hall Committee has received a grant 
from HCC for £800.

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust report the government continuing 
to roll out badger culling across the 
country including, potentially, in 
Hampshire for the first time.  HIWWT 
is also calling for the government to put 
nature at the heart of planning to help 
reverse wildlife and habitat decline.

Ongoing planning news:- the application 
for continued use of agricultural land for 
the secure storage of touring caravans 
and motor homes; a retention fence, 
retention of extended hard standing 
and erection of 12 x 4m high poles to 
mount CCTV/lights at land south of 
Berry Court Solar Farm, New Road, 
Little London was objected to by both 
the Parish Council, Basingstoke & Deane 
Planning Officer and the Council for the 

Protection of Rural England, as well as a 
number of parishioners.  However, local 
Borough Councillor, Roger Gardiner, 
has chosen to exercise his right to take 
the application to the full planning 
committee for final determination.  If 
you have a view on these applications you 
can email your comments to Basingstoke 
and Deane at: planning.comments@
basingstoke.gov.uk   quoting application 
17/02666/FUL (caravan storage) and may 
also wish to review application 17/03708/
FUL (new house) as well.  The next 
Parish Council meeting will take place 
on 9th April at St Stephen’s Hall Little 
London and the AGM is scheduled for 
14th May 2018 at 8pm at Pamber Heath 
Memorial Hall.

Lots of choir activity in the coming 
month to tempt you.  Royal Airforce 
Centenary Celebration and Service 
will take place at the War Memorial, 
Basingstoke Civic Offices at 11am 
5/4/18. Taking part will be a Royal 
Air Force Band, Standards of the Ex 
Service Organisations and Ex Service 
Veterans together with members of the 
Basingstoke Festival of Choirs.  There 
will be a fly past and an exhibition in 
Memorial Park.  Basingstoke Ladies 
Choir is holding a concert on 28/4/18, 
7.30pm at Carnival Hall, Basingstoke in 
aid of St Michael’s Hospice in memory of 
one of their members who died last year 
with a theme of ‘A Celebration of Life and 
Love’.  The following day, 29/4/18, 3pm 
at Pamber Heath Memorial Hall, Tadley 
Singers, together with professional singer 
Jim Patterson, are holding a concert to 
raise money for the Tadley Lunch Club’s 
new minibus.

Ann Ellis 
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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