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Letter to the Editor
In the October 2014 edition of “The 
Villager” you state that the starting time 
for senior citizens bus passes has been put 
back 30 minutes to 9.30 a.m. 

I am informed by Hampshire County 
Council that the start time has not 
been changed – you can still travel in 
Hampshire from 9.00 a.m. If the journey 
starts outside of Hampshire, including 
Portsmouth or Southampton, then the 
bus pass can be used from 9.30a.m.

Regards,  
Colin Savory

Clothes Sale
£450 was raised for Cedar 
Tree Counselling at the 2nd 
hand Clothes Sale held on 
11th October. Thank you to everyone 
who donated clothes and also to all 
those who came and bought some 
wonderful items for their wardrobe. We 
plan to hold another sale in the New 
Year... watch this space.

Lost Property 
A child’s zip-up LONDON IRISH track 
suit top has been found at the Chute 
Recreation Ground, near the basket-ball 
area. If it belongs to you or to a child 
you know, please contact John Edwards 
(Tel 01256 850507).

Macmillan Coffee Morning – 
the best yet!! 
A massive thank you to everyone who 
contributed to this annual event, and 
to those of you who were able to join 
us (we would love to spread the net 
wider, but our house isn’t big enough). 
Everyone was so very generous as 
always, and this year we banked the 
wonderful sum of £612 with Macmillan 
(with Gift Aid the total is worth a 
staggering £707!). 

Our takings were boosted by a very 
generous and anonymous donation, 
and also £40 was donated by Cayleigh 
Mills of ‘Simply Revive’, who delighted a 
number of ladies with her nail painting 
expertise. 

Here’s to next year! 

With grateful thanks from  
John and Liz Edwards.

Message from the Editor
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November 2014
1 & 2	 Odiham Art Group Annual Art Exhibition, Robert Mayes School	 10am – 5pm
3	 60+ Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10am
3	 Pelican Film Society The Monuments Man,  Ark Conference Centre  Guests welcome £5	 7.30pm
4	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Musical Entertainment - A Touch of Class, SSJ Village Hall	 2pm
7	 MS & Dist. Horticultural Society,  Illustrated supper talk,  MS village hall	 7.00pm
14	 SSJ PC Planning Meeting, SSJ Village Hall Meeting Room, subject to cancellation T: 07714770940	 7.00pm
15	 SSJ Village Christmas Market, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am-1pm
17	 60+ Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10am
24	 SSJ PC Meeting, SSJ Village Hall (the planning committee will meet at 7pm prior to the meeting)	 7.30pm
29	 NSPCC Christmas Fair, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10am-4pm

December 2014
1	 60+ Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10am
2	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, Christmas Lunch	 TBA
5	 Sherborne St John C of E Primary School Christmas Fayre	 5pm – 7pm
8	 Pelican Film Society Sunshine on Leith, Ark Conference Centre  Guests welcome £5	 7.30pm
15	 SSJ PC Meeting, SSJ Village Hall (the planning committee will meet at 7pm prior to the meeting)	 7.30pm
15	 60+ Club, Sherborne St John Village Hall. Contact 01256 850577 for transport	 10am
20	 SSJ Village Christmas Market, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am-1pm

January 2015
6	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship, To be Advised, SSJ Village Hall	 2pm
12	 Pelican Film Society, Tracks, Ark Conference Centre  Guests welcome £5	 7.30pm 

February 2015
5	 SSJ Women’s Fellowship AGM, SSJ Village Hall	 2pm

Future Events

Hook Choral Society  
- Autumn Concert

15th November 2014  7.30pm
St. John’s Church, Hook

 
Mozart - Mass in C Minor

Composed in Vienna in 1782/3 the Great Mass in C Minor is a truly remarkable work and rivals Mozart’s Requiem in stature. 
Like the Requiem, this piece was also uncompleted and to this day is performed without an Agnus Dei. It was said to have been 

written for his fiancée Constanze to perform the Soprano part when he brought her to Salzburg as his wife.

Bach – Coffee Cantata
Bach’s Coffee Cantata is a humorous secular work whose alternative title is ‘Be Still, Stop Chattering’ and is a satirical comic 

opera in style. It was written  between 1732 and 1735.

and also

Mozart – Exulte Jubilate, Veni Sancte Spiritus and Ave Verum Corpus

The choir have now returned from a well-earned break after a very successful year. We welcome any new members every 
Tuesday night at St John’s Church in Hook, beginning at 8 pm. No audition necessary – just a desire to sing!
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Amoore signature cleaning is the domestic cleaning company you can 
trust to give you a professional service to suit your individual needs.

Our staff are trained and dedicated to respond to all your cleaning 
requirements at the highest standard and can also provide all house 
cleaning products upon request.

We offer a completely flexible cleaning service of your home at a time 
to suit you, such as one off, daily, weekly, fortnightly or monthly.We can 
clean every room on every visit if required, unless you would prefer to 
put your home on a rotation.

We work with the highest discretion and your key will be stored safely 

Amoore
Signature Cleaning at its best

Our home service includes

SPRING CLEANING
ONE OFF BLITZ
OVEN AND HOBS
GENERAL CLEANS
IRONING
OFFICE CLEANS
AFTER PARTY CLEANS

WINDOWS
 
Additional cleaning service 
available on request
 

Amoore
Signature cleaning at its Best
 
For a quote please call 

07595434744

Annegiacobbi@yahoo.co.uk
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Church Matters November

There is always something poignant 
about a key anniversary.  10 years, 
25, 40, 50 they all have their own 
importance to us.  But of them all the 
100th anniversary of something has a 
significance all its own.  It’s not just 
because this one is 3 figures rather than 
2 or that it is the longest time span but 
because the 100th anniversary takes you 
back to the exact re-run of the previous 
century.  And it is also the biggest 
anniversary just attainable within the 
scope of a human lifespan.

One has to say “just” – most of us will 
not live that long!  Indeed ‘The days of 
our life are seventy years, or perhaps 
eighty, if we are strong’1!  The availability 
of modern medical treatment enables 
more to reach their nineties but it is 
highly unlikely that this will become the 
norm or that anti-aging potions will be 
able to delay death much further.  Nor is 
that outcome desirable, quite frankly.

1 Psalm 90:10
2 George Santayana (and numerous others!)
3 Matthew 24: 6&7
4 Matthew 24:42,44
5 Matthew 25:13

So the hundredth retains its supremacy 
in the anniversary stakes and will retain 
it.  Moreover this year has to be one of 
the most significant of them all.  For 
this year it is 100 years since World War 
1 began.  Remembrance Day will have 
an added significance; many television 
and other educational programmes will 
remind people of this.  And that’s a good 
thing – as has been well said “Those 
who do not remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.”2

The first World War was to have been 
a short affair – “all over by Christmas” 
they said as the British Expeditionary 
Force left for Belgium.  Instead it 
became more than 4 years of the most 
fruitless and appalling slaughter the 
world had ever seen.  It illustrates 
the fact that it is much easier to get 
into a war than to get out of it.  When 
hostilities start it is impossible to know 
where they will end.  We need the 
constant reminder of that today.

Indeed war continues in our generation 
some might say more ferociously than 
ever.  WW1 was to have been “the war 
to end all wars”.  In fact it merely created 
the conditions which spawned the rise 
of Hitler and led to WW2.  Not that we 

should really have expected anything 
else.  Jesus taught that war would 
continue right up to the close of the age.  
“You will hear of wars and rumours of 
wars ……such things must happen but 
the end is yet to come.  Nation will rise 
against nation”3.  As long as this world 
endures war will be a fact of life.

But how long will it last – not war, 
but the world?  There is no way we 
can know but we can be sure God is 
in control of the situation.  And Jesus 
taught us to be ready for his return 
at any time4.  Consideration of this 
anniversary – 100 years to the start of 
WW1 – also reminds us to be ready.  10 
such anniversaries gives you 1000 years; 
two periods of 1000 years takes you to 
the time of Christ.  Go back another 
2000 years and we are in the time of 
Abraham – that is 4000 years ago.  

There were of course significant people 
before Abraham, both the Bible and 
Egyptian records tell us that, but really 
it is with Abraham that history of 
significance starts.  So we have had 2000 
years from Abraham to Christ and 2000 
years from Christ to the present day.  
That might give us pause for thought.  
Either way let this anniversary be a 
reminder to us to “keep alert for we 
don’t know the day or the hour”.5 

John Hamilton
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2 November		
10am	 Family Communion	 St Andrew’s
6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 SSJ Village Hall

9 November			 
10am **	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ and Lord’s Supper	 SSJ Village Hall

16 November			 
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 SSJ Village Hall	
		
23 November		
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
10am	 Morning  Service	 Priory
6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’ 	 SSJ Village Hall

30 November		
10am	 Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
6pm	 ‘Sundays at Six’	 SSJ Village Hall

7 December		
10am	 Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche	 St Andrew’s
5pm ***	 Advent Carols	 Priory

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10AM: 1 CORINTHIANS
Nov   2 	 Are you still sleeping?	 Matt 26:45	 John Hamilton
Nov   9 	 Prayer from the heart 	 Phil 1:1-11	 Ian Roberts
Nov 16	 To advance the gospel 	 Phil 1:12-26	 John Hamilton
Nov 23 	 Contending side by side 	 Phil 1:27-2:11       	 John Hamilton & Andy Spence
Nov 30 	 Shining like stars 	 Phil 2:12-30	 John Hamilton
Dec   7 	 Gospel accountancy 	 Phil 3:1-14	 Andrew King
		
SUNDAYS AT SIX: EZEKIEL
Nov 2 	 Job & Eliphaz 	 Job 3-28	 John Hamilton
Nov 9 	 Job & Bildad 	 Job 3-28	 John Hamilton
Nov 16 	 Job & Zophar 	 Job 3-28	 John Hamilton
Nov 23 	 Job & Elihu	 Job 29-37	 Sean Clokey
Nov 30 	 Job & God 	 Job 38-42	 Sean Clokey

MIDWEEK We meet to pray together on Tuesday 4th this month – in the Parish Room, 8 pm until 9). House groups will be 
meeting on all other weeks (or as planned by arrangement with members).

Services for November

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

**Note: On Remembrance Day 
(9 Nov) we will start at 10am 
and finish in time for those 
who wish to attend the act 
of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial.

*** Note that Advent Carols 
at the Priory (1 Dec) will start 
at 5 pm, one hour earlier than 
previously.
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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DIXON’S GARAGE
DIXON’S CORNER, ALDERMASTON ROAD

SHERBORNE ST JOHN
Car and light commercial repairs
Servicing and mechanical repairs on all models.
Bodywork and paint work.
Welding and MOT repairs
Classic cars welcome.

01256 850494 / 07850848862

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk
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ASBRP - ALL SAINTS BELLS ARE COMING BACK

The PCC contracted Whites of Appleton 
(near Abingdon) to carry out the 
restoration of the bells at All Saints 
church in Monk Sherborne – Whites 
carried out the previous restoration in 
1927!!!  Their carpenters came on the 1st 
and 3rd Oct to prepare the bellframe for 
the change of headstocks (from wood 
to steel alloy) and to accommodate 
the changes being made for the new 
bearings; they also fitted 6 very strong 
steel angle plates to the wooden 
bellframe to increase rigidity – the result 
is very neat (and they cleaned up after 
all their work).

Fourteen members of the Sherbornes 
bellringers visited Whites on Saturday 
11th Oct. to see what had been done 
to our bells; we were very impressed, 
especially with the new wooden wheels 
(5-6 feet in diameter) also the brightly 
painted (blue) alloy headstocks and 
bearings.  We also tried out their 
lightweight ring of 8 bells.  

By the time you read this article the 
bells should have been returned to the 
church, scheduled for Wednesday 15th 
Oct and we hope to have all 5 bells 
raised up into the bell chamber and 
on their mounting plates by the end of 
Thursday (16th).  It may be a further 2 
or 3 weeks before we can actually ring 
again as we have to allow for the change 
in size of the wheels and the consequent 
change in position of the rope guides in 
the floors of the bell chamber and the 
clock chamber below.  We have been 
told that, after this renovation of the 
bells, there should be no need for any 
further major work for the next 80 to 
100 years! 

We hope to be able to ring for 
Remembrance Day in November and 
certainly expect to be fully functioning 
for Christmas.  There should be a fully 
illustrated item in the Dec/Jan Villager 
describing the re-installation of the 
bells. 

For information about the whole project 
contact David Cullum on 01256 850315.

THEY’RE BACK!!!  
Photos by Robert Killian-Dawson
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Well here we are, September has arrived 
and gone and after the August weather 
what a pleasant surprise as Autumn 
and Winter approaches I guess its time 
to batten down the hatches, hope for 
the best and prepare for the worst we 
could certainly do without the gales and 
torrential rain that caused such severe 
flooding and damage last year. 

A brief resume of the portfolios starting 
with Planning as at our meeting held on 
17th September 2014 

Applications Received
14/01814/LBC – Jonathans Thatch, 
Ramsdell Road, Monk Sherborne  
Rebuild upper part existing chimney and 
re-mortar the lower part with lime mortar 
to replace cement mortar 

14/02193/RET – Monks Mead, Ramsdell 
Road, Monk Sherborne Installation of 
external cladding to dormers and over-
cladding to south and west elevations 
and partially to east and north elevations 
(RETROSPECTIVE) 

14/02512/ROC – Land at Hill Farm, 
Aldermaston Road, Salters Heath 
Variation of condition 10 of planning 
permission 14/00090/ROC (relates to 
installation of a solar farm) to allow 
revised means of access and altered 
culvert details 

Applications Awaiting 
Decision
14/01595/HSE – Woodside Cottage, 
Aldermaston Road, Salters Heath  
Erection of a part two storey, part single 
storey rear extension

14/00337/14/TCA - Wantage Cottage, 
Salters Heath Road, Monk Sherborne  
Leyladii hedging on two sides of property 
to be reduced to approx. 5m in height 
Planning Officer

13/00460/RET – Blackberries, Salters 
Heath Road, Monk Sherborne 
Erection of 4 no. sheds to provide 
ancillary household storage 
(retrospective)

13/02157/LBC – Woodgate, Salters Heath 
Road, Monk Sherborne 
Conversion of redundant agricultural 
barn to residential three bedroom 
dwelling with alterations to fenestrations. 
Erection of detached garage

13/02155/FUL – Woodgate, Salters Heath 
Road, Monk Sherborne 
Conversion of redundant agricultural 
barn to residential three bedroom 
dwelling with alterations to fenestrations. 
Erection of detached garage

Planning Decisions Granted
Notice of Intent – Monk Sherborne 
House, Ramsdell Road, Monk Sherborne

Fir to be felled, consent given under dead/
dying/dangerous. Fell Oak and fell Larch

14/00090/ROC – Land at Hill End Farm, 
Aldermaston Road, Monk Sherborne

Variation of condition 1 of planning 
permission 13/01007/FUL (installation 
and operation of a solar farm and 
associated infrastructure, including PV 
panels, mounting frames, inverters, 
transformers, client side sub-station, 
communications building, DNO sub-
station, fence and pole mounted security 
cameras) to allow for a revised layout 
plan. Planning Officer: Robert Franks

Portfolio reports
Local Authority & Rural strategy – 
Cllr Du Boulay gave a verbal update of 
the issues currently concerning Monk 
Sherborne. There are currently no 
consultations requiring comment from 
the parish council. 

Village hall – Cllr Lord Hayter provided 
the following report:

The Village Hall AGM was held on 15th 
August. The following officers were 
elected;

Chairman	 Lord Bill Hayter      
Treasurer	 Kathy Wilson     
Secretary		 Bryony Crowther

Highways Transport and footpaths – 
Cllr Spencer advised that the outstanding 
work within the parish was being dealt 
with accordingly. The support of County 
Cllr k Chapman was requested for 
assistance with pot holes, particularly 
within the vicinity of Rookery Farm. 

Playground – Cllr Du Boulay advised 
that Safe & Sound Playgrounds would 
be undertaking the previously approved 
repairs at the end of the week. Further 
repairs required have been identified, 
specifically the gate support post. 2 
replacement trees are to be purchased for 
erection on the perimeter of the play area.  

Rural Policing & Neighbourhood Watch 
– Cllr Harling advised that burglaries, 
particularly of garden equipment and 
outbuildings continue to be a problem, 
especially during the warmer weather. 
Local residents are reminded to ensure 
all windows and doors are secured to 
prevent any open invitations. A link to 
various statistical websites relating to 
crime figures within the neighbourhood 
has been placed on the parish website for 
information purposes. 

Parish Maintenance
A meeting with the relevant officers at 
BDBC has been arranged to discuss the 
parish councils concerns regarding the 
quality of the grass cutting within the 
parish. An update will be provided at the 
next meeting. 

Community Speed watch 
Volunteers from both Sherborne St John 
and Monk Sherborne have come together 
to progress the Community Speed watch 
scheme within the two parishes. A 
Monk Sherborne parishioner attended a 
workshop to obtain further information 
to assist with the progression of the 
project. 

The Mole public house
Notification was received from BDBC 
advising the owner of The Mole public 
house that they intended to grant a 3 
year lease, with an option to purchase 
the freehold. As the premises are listed 
as an Asset of Community Value, the 
community has rights under the Localism 
Act 2011 to say if they wish to submit a 
bid for the property. If a bid is submitted, 
the pub owner cannot sell or enter into 
a lease with a 3rd party until 6 months 
have expired from 14th August 2014. The 
parish council resolved that they did not 
wish to submit a bid to the owner for the 
property. 

Last but not least
The Council would like to express their 
thanks to those in the parish who have 
volunteered their help with jobs small and 
large within our parish.

Next meeting is Wednesday 19th 
November 2014
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Many of you may have noticed that the 
Post Office has been sold, sadly this 
means that the Post Office will close 
towards the end of the year.   The Parish 
Council is investigating mobile postal 
services.

Litter has become a problem at the 
Chute, new bins are being installed 
soon, please use them and encourage 
others to do so.

In recent months we have been looking 
into hand held speed cameras, a team of 
Volunteers has been set up so we hope 
they will be in the village soon - you 

have been warned!!  Speeding through 
the village is a problem and a risk to our 
residents.

The recent Village Party/BBQ was 
a great success; thank you to those 
involved in organising the event. 
Radcam received a donation of £500 - 
profit from the raffle.   Put the date in 
your diary for next year - 4th July 2015

By the time you read this hopefully 
over 2000 bulbs will have been planted 
within the village. We look forward to 
seeing the fruits of your labour in the 
spring.

You should have received your copy of 
the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire, 
it is really important to us that you 
complete it and return the questionnaire 
to the Steering Group.  Your opinion is 
vital to the success of the plan and the 
future of the village.  

It is your chance to have your say.

SHERBORNE ST JOHN  
PARISH COUNCIL

Decommissioned Telephone 
Kiosk, Little London. 
I am pleased to report that we now have 
a volunteer to run a book exchange or 
library in the kiosk. The plans for this 
will be put on hold until the defibrillator 
has been fitted. At the moment we are 
awaiting a specialist electrician to carry 
out the work needed for the operation of 
the defibrillator. Once the defibrillator 
has been installed, arrangements will 
be made to fit the necessary shelving 
for the books. If you have any books 
that you no longer want, please keep 
them until the scheme can go ahead. If 
you have any unwanted shelves which 
are small enough to fit into a telephone 
kiosk, they could also be very useful!

Bramley Road, Pamber End 
(Traffic Speeds). 
Further to my report last month, the 
final plans for the new scheme were 

approved at the October meeting 
and Hampshire County Council has 
found funding to cover the costs of the 
installation of the gateway feature, white 
lining and ‘30mph’ roundels. It is hoped 
that these added features will remind 
drivers to keep to the speed limit. 

Parish Council Elections
Parish Council elections will take place 
next May. Please check the notice 
boards and website for details in the 
New Year if you are thinking about 
taking up this very important role. 
Alternatively, contact the Clerk or any 
Parish Councillor for a chat about the 
work involved. 

Review of Charges
Councillors agreed that there would 
be no change to the charges made for 
allotment rent or to the tennis club for 
use of the club courts. Please remember 

that parishioners are able to use the 
courts at the Memorial Hall, Pamber 
Heath free of charge. Telephone 0118 
9825587 to arrange access to the courts 
if you would like to play tennis there. 

If you are interested in becoming an 
allotment holder, please ring 0118 
9811438. The allotments are on Pamber 
Park, Pamber Heath (off Burney Bit). 

The next meeting of Pamber Parish 
Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday, 10th November 2014 in The 
Memorial Hall, Pamber Heath. All 
parishioners are welcome to attend. 
Details of meetings are displayed on the 
notice boards and on the website www.
pamber-pc.gov.uk

E.A.Knight (Clerk) (01256) 882571

Pamber Parish Council Pamber Parish Council met on 13th October 2014.
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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The Monk 
Sherborne 
and District  
Horticultural 
Society
The long dark winter evenings are upon 
us. Leaf clearing will be the chore of 
choice throughout this month; how I 
look forward to this never ending task!

But don’t let the cold and dark get you 
down. Remember you can join us for 
what may be our last illustrated supper 
on November 7th.

Miles Roberts is taking us for an 
illustrated tour of Myanmar (Burma 
to many of us still). Our usual hearty 
supper and a raffle in aid of St. Michael’s 
Hospice will all make for a wonderful, 
fun evening. THE ARRIVAL           

One by one the golden leaves flutter to the ground
And autumnal mists fill the air around

Chill is in the atmosphere that doth us surround
And we know that autumn has arrived

The nights draw in and people curtains close
They start to think of Christmas that’s for sure.

They dream of next year’s summer days and more
And we know that autumn has arrived.

No more basking in sunlit days
Or walking in the country’s canopied ways

Seeking cool shade from the sun’s fierce rays
For we know that autumn has arrived.

All too soon we will be into winter’s chill
And Christmas creeping fast up to our windowsill
Then flown like summer birds our thoughts will

Turn to spring and wish it had arrived.

Joan Brandon

The Monk Sherborne & District Horticultural Society
Presents its annual illustrated supper

“Down the Irrawaddy”
Friday, November 7th at 7pm 
Monk Sherborne Village Hall

This year Miles Roberts is escorting us to Myanmar 
(or Burma as many of us still like to think of it! )

Join us for this popular evening. A hearty supper followed by an extraordinary 
presentation as usual.

Tickets £15 (entry and supper)

Please bring your own drinks and glasses.

Tea and coffee will be available.

Tickets to be purchased in advance only from 
Bruce Jones : telephone 01256 851642 
Mary Plester : telephone 01256 850257 
Miles Roberts: telephone 01256 850118 

Or from Kim Fleming 01256 851225 
Or email kimf790@gmail.com
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Our support network is here to help you...

The Old Forge, West End, 
Sherborne, St John, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9LE

01256 851124
For more details, visit our website at: www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

A. MONGER Funeral Directors

Private and Home arrangements available

Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans

Wide choice of memorials for burial or cremation

Choice of coach built hearse such as Horse-drawn, Vintage lorry and motorcycle

Eco-friendly funerals available

Free parking available

24 hour service, 365 days a year

Please feel free to pop 
into our home or give us a 
call...
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The SSJ Neighbourhood 
Plan November 2014 Update
Exciting times for the Neighbourhood 
Plan – we are roughly half way through 
the process and starting to analyse 
the information from the Housing 
Needs Survey and The Questionnaire.  
We have had a great response to the 
Questionnaire, and there is still time  
to submit any late returns in the next 
few days.

The Questionnaire

Still time to submit late returns 
to the white post boxes in the 
next few days – or to The Old 

Post Office, 13 Kiln Rd.

The next step in the process will be 
to talk to interested developers / 
landowners about their proposals, and 
how these can fit in with the Parish’s 
wishes.  You will appreciate that this 
can be a highly contentious issue, so 
please be understanding, and remember 
the starting point - that Basingstoke & 
Deane will impose their decision on us 
if we do nothing and don’t forget that we 
are looking at 

•	 a limited number of houses

•	 reflecting the wishes and 
requirements identified by the 
Survey and The Questionnaire

•	 over the period of 15 years to 2029.

The Steering Committee will ensure 
transparency throughout the process.

As I said, roughly half way there and it’s 
appropriate to make a few ‘thank yous’ – 

•	 to John W. Edwards and his delivery 
volunteers

•	 to All those working on and with the 
Steering Committee 

•	 to Locality (www.locality .org.uk) 
– a leading nationwide network for 
community-led organisations - for 
the very generous grant they have 
provided for the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

Finally, don’t forget, more and more 
background information on the SSJ 
Neighbourhood Plan at www.ssjvillage.
org/neighbourhood-plan.html

Julian Crawley
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Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red
Recently we visited the Blood Swept 
Lands and Seas of Red outside the 
Tower of London, marking 100 years 
since the first full day of Britain’s 
involvement in the First World 
War. Created by ceramic artist Paul 
Cummins, with setting by stage designer 
Tom Piper, 888,246 ceramic poppies are 
progressively filling the Tower’s famous 
moat over the summer until 11th 
November 2014. Each poppy represents 
a British military fatality during the war.  
The moat of the Tower is becoming an 
increasing sea of red poppies, creating 
not only a spectacular display visible 
from all around the Tower but also a 
location for personal reflection. The 
scale of the installation intends to reflect 
the magnitude of such an important 
centenary creating a powerful visual 
commemoration.

It is a very beautiful, moving and 
poignant spectacle.  The event will last 
until 11th November otherwise the 
website is:-  www. poppies.hrp.org.uk.  
Poppies can still be bought for £25.  The 
proceeds from the sale of the poppies 
will be divided amongst 6 service 
charities in the UK.  

 

 

 

Ready Steady Cook  
Fundraising Evening 

 

Home- Start North West Hampshire and The Pampered 
Chef are hosting an evening of Fun, Food and 

Fundraising on... 
 

Thursday 20th November from 7 pm. till 10 pm. 
£10 per ticket 

at The Chute Sports Pavilion,  
Vyne Road, Sherborne St John, RG24 9HX 

Tickets cost £10.00, which includes a glass of wine & 
nibbles 

 

Learn delicious recipes, buy the amazing products used, win a prize and taste 
the food! 
 
Plus 15% of the sales will be donated to Home-Start North West Hampshire 
 
Tickets are now on sale and so we can cater correctly please purchase your 
tickets ASAP. Please contact Liz Narracott 01256 462714/ 
liznarracott@btinternet.com or Home-Start office 01256 405988/ 
homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk 

If you are unable to attend but would like to purchase products online please visit my website 
www.pamperedchef.biz/lindseypage  and place your order making sure you search for Home-Start 
North West Hampshire fundraiser, or to make a purchase or book your own show please email 
Lindsey Page on lindsey@lindseypage.co.uk or call on 01256 763860 or 07879 840808 
 

website: www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk/  twitter: www.twitter.com/Homestartnwh 
Registered Charity No. 1112233 
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4

ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Fir Tree Clinic
www.firtreeclinic.co.uk
Tel: 01256 850873 

Sports Therapy

Deep Tissue/Sports 
Massage

Kinesio Taping

Pre/post event 
treatment

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Osteopathy

Bowen Therapy

Remedial Massage 
Therapy

Manual Lymphatic
Drainage

Hypnotherapy/NLP

Reflexology

Aromatherapy

Jin Shin Jyutsu

Reiki

Nutritional Advice

Established 2004

Fir Tree Farm • Pamber Road • Charter Alley • Tadley • Hampshire • RG26 5PZ

Free assessments available • Chiropractors GCC Registered 
- most medical insurance accepted

Fir Tree Clinic Advert 105 x 148:Layout 1  17/10/12  14:49  Page 1

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk



21

Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School
October has been such a busy month!  
We celebrated ‘Book Week’ at the 
beginning of the month, and had a 
visit from local children’s author Ed 
Wicke, who read some of his Wicked 
Tales and ran workshops for Classes 3 
and 4.  This has certainly inspired some 
great story writing, as well as reading, 
judging by the number of children 
queueing up to buy his books!  We also 
had the opportunity for all of our staff 
to read their favourite children’s stories 
to groups of children, and all our Year 
6 children have been paired with the 
Year R children to be ‘Reading Buddies’ 
which has proved really popular with 
both year groups.  The week ended 
with a dressing up day – we saw a huge 
variety of book characters including 
fairy tale princesses, a few Harry 
Potters, Willie Wonka, several animals 
(including a crocodile!) and even the 
wolf with three little pigs!  A huge thank 
you goes to everyone who supported the 
Book Fayre and purchased new books – 
the commission will be used to increase 
the books in our class libraries. 

Other important events in the month 
included the Harvest Festival, when 
once more we supported the Food Bank 
by bringing non-perishable foods to 
donate to the Trussell Trust.  There was 
a lovely Harvest Assembly when each 
class contributed a song or a poem 
on the Harvest theme.   At the same 
time we were celebrating a bumper 
conker harvest with our annual conker 
tournament.  The winners this year were 
Nell (Juniors) and Sienna (Infants).

The Year 6 children have been extremely 
busy already this term.  Some have been 
appointed as School Ambassadors and 
these will be the children who show any 
visitors around the School.  Another 
group have been to the Newbury 
Building Society to train as cashiers so 
that we can continue to operate our own 
branch of the Junior Newbury Building 
Society.  All the Year 6s are trained as 
‘Huff ‘n’ Puff ’ leaders which enables 
them to run outdoor games activities 
for younger children during some 
lunchtimes.  

Sporting activities are continuing to 
grow within the school; Class 2 have 
been taking part in Multiskills lessons 
led by Premier Sports, who also run 
the Gymnastics and Fencing/Soft 
Archery clubs in school.  The swimming 
programme at the Aquadrome has 
restarted, and Class 4 pupils have had 
6 weeks tuition and have all moved 

on to the next level of achievement. 
Congratulations to the new Year 5/6 
Tag Rugby team (and Miss Biles) who 
are continuing the winning tradition 
from last year in the first tournament 
of the year by becoming champions 
at the Kingsclere Rugby Club Schools 
Tournament!

Class 4 had an interesting trip to 
Milestones Museum to find out about 
Basingstoke during World War II. 
Despite the obvious attraction of the 
1940s sweet shop, other highlights 
included squeezing into the Anderson 
shelter, dressing up in period costumes 
and identifying the items in a wartime 
kitchen!

Meanwhile, a big surprise for all the 
children was a visit from the ‘dinosaur 
dome’!  They had the opportunity to go 
‘walking with dinosaurs’ as they entered 
the dome which took them back to 
prehistoric times for a 360⁰ experience 
of these awesome beasts!  A memorable 
day!

We had a great time at the School 
Association Quiz Night on 17th October 
– thanks to everyone who came along 
to exercise their brain cells and raise 
funds for the School.  The next date for 
the diary is the Christmas Fayre which 
this year will be held on FRIDAY 5TH 
DECEMBER from 5pm to 7pm .  Do 
drop in if you can!

Sherbert – SSJ School Villager 
Correspondent

Ed Wicke visits the school

Reading Buddies!
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DAVE BRUCE
BUILDERS
ESTABLISHED 1968

All building work undertaken:
• garage conversions
• extensions
• renovations and alterations
• garden walls and patios
• specialists in re-pointing

For free estimates call Dave on:
01256 851148 or 078 1754 3143
or email davebruce@hotmail.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE

CALL  
Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

advertising 
@thevillager.org.uk

Basing Tutors

Initial consultation free of charge
Full diagnostic Literacy assessment 
with no further obligation
Tel: 01256 470948 
Email: admin@basingtutors.com

www.basingtutors.com

Local
Tutors

For Local
People
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Womens Fellowship
The October meeting was an illustrated 
talk on Royal Helicopter Flying, given 
by Mr. Chris Perkins.  He gave us a 
short synopsis of his career followed 
by a history of helicopters, through to 
the formation of the Queens Helicopter 
Service. 

The history of helicopters dates back to 
480bc, with the Chinese Top, and later in 
1483 when Leonardo da Vinci designed 
the air gyroscope.  In 1794 Vincanzo 
Lunardi built the first hot air balloon in 
London, and although not altogether 
successful, one of the spectators below 
was King George IV who was clearly 
impressed with what he was watching.  
Later, Edward VII flew over the French 
border in an Abeele in 1917 and enjoyed 
the trip, which led on to Prince Albert, 
later George VI, in 1918 learning to fly at 
Northolt.  He was the only monarch to 
get his Pilot’s Wings; the Royals were not 
allowed to due to the number of hours 
required for flying.

The first ‘Royal Flight’ took place in 
1928 from Northolt.  Edward VII 
bought a DH60 in 1929, also known 
as Gypsy Moth.  He learnt to fly with 
Flight Lieutenant Don.  In 1933 Edward 
Fielden saw how aircraft could be used 
for Royal visits, thus started the creation 
of Private Aircraft, holding between 3 
and 5 passengers.  These early aircraft 
were painted in the Brigade of Guards 
colours (Edward’s colours).  In 1936, after 
George died, Edward VIII formed the 
King’s Flight, which was the beginning of 
the era of the Royal helicopters.  Between 
then and now, 576 helicopters have been 
used for Royal duties.

During WW2 the site was moved 
from Northolt to RAF Benson, then 
disbanded in 1995. In 1946 the King’s 
Flight Reforms was taken over by Vickers 
Viking, in May 1946, which had 6 aircraft 
at that time.  In 1947 the first Royal 
flights flew the mail from Buckingham 
Palace to Aberdeen, when the Queen and 
Prince Philip were staying at Balmoral.  
The engines were quite precarious at 
that time, noisy, unsophisticated, with 
uncomfortable interiors.  However, 
Prince Philip was interested in these 
helicopters and began using them for 
Royal tasks.  They carried 3 VIPs and 
one pilot in those days.  If the weather 
was inclement they were not allowed to 
fly, such was the sophistication of the 
engines. 

In 1960 the Whirlwind HCC 8 was 
used by the Royal Marines, which Vice 
Marshall Fielden thought could be 
used for the Royals.  In 1964 the first 
jet-engine, the ‘Westland Whirlwind’ 
HCC 12 was built.  This was a great 
improvement in its interior, with 
comfortable passenger seats, and carpet 
on the floor, but the engine was still 
noisy.  However, after an accident this 
aircraft was grounded.  In 1969 Westland 
built the Wessex HCC 4; this remained 
for 29 years, until 1998, in the service of 
the Queen’s Flight.

The TQF  (The Queen’s Flight) Helicopter 
Support Section moved to Northolt from 
Benson, to 32 Squadron.  The MOD 
stopped funding the Wessex helicopters 
but they were not replaced.   In January 
1998 there was a new helicopter order, 
and by April of that year they were 

operational; in Guards’ colours, sound-
proofed, with leather interiors, and were 
kept for ten years.  

Since that time, helicopters have been 
kept at the Blackbushe Base, in a hangar 
within a hangar, which housed the 
G-XXEA Civilian helicopter, which was 
leased.   Now the Royal Task is based 
at RAF Odiham, it is manned 24 hrs 
per day, with armed guards and guard 
dogs.  A new hangar is being built at 
Odiham.  The Royal helicopters are now 
leased, being the cheaper option.  Flights 
are strictly controlled and the staff are 
employees of the Royal Household.

Mr. Perkins ended his talk telling us 
about his last task, in Scotland, which 
was pegging mats into the ground for 
the helicopters wheels to land on, rather 
than muddy terrain which also required a 
great deal of skill.

He was thanked for his fascinating talk 
by Mrs Elizabeth Banks. 

Rose Cooper
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:08  Page 33
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
THE NEW CONCEPT IN DENTAL CARE 

 

A superb new dental surgery, denture studio and 
dental laboratory - all under one roof.   

With the dentist, implant surgeon, hygienist, clinical 
dental technician and dental technicians all on-site, 

Dentalia offers a very special 
service and can minimise the number of 

appointments and delays. 
 

Now you can have the highest quality dentures designed 
and fitted by the people who actually make them 

Contact us for a FREE consultation to discuss your needs 
 

Fabio Bevilacqua, Dipl. Clin. Dent. Tech. (RCS England), GDC 116615 
Kateryna O’Kill, BDS (CS), GDC 148395 

 
 

Phone Fabio on 353252 or 353033 
 

Dentalia Ltd., 10 Aviary Court, 
Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PE 

  
Visit our website at www.dentalia.co.uk 

for lots more information 
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An Auction at The Priory
Friday 28th November at 7.30pm

We are very excited that our long 
awaited building work has now started; 
as I write this article I can hear the 
distant whirr of machinery which is a 
very good sign as we anticipate the work 
will be completed by the first week in 
December!

The coming few weeks will see our 
school significantly remodelled – the 
kitchen and staff room will change 
places, the old junior toilets will be 
completely refurbished, a new infant 
toilet block will be built, a new reception 
area will be formed, a link corridor 
will join the newer part of the school 
with the old Victorian classrooms and 
a new library and resources area will be 
created.  As you can imagine we are all 
very excited and cannot wait to see the 
finished result.

All of this building work has been 
possible due to our successful 
application to the Government’s 

Academies Capital Maintenance Fund 
and as part of this bidding process we 
undertook as a school to contribute the 
sum of £25,000.00.  For a small school 
with just 168 children on roll, this 
has been quite a considerable feat but 
we have refused to be daunted by the 
challenge.  So far, we have had a number 
of fund raising events such as bake sales, 
a farmers market and non-uniform days 
but the culmination of our fund raising 
will be our charity auction which will 
take place on Friday 28th November at 
7.30pm in the school hall.  Tickets are 
now available from the school (£5.00 
to include a chilli supper, nibbles and a 
complimentary bottle of wine per table) 
and a full list of items for bidding can be 
seen on our website; www.priory.hants.
sch.uk; alternatively please do pop into 
school to pick one up.  

Just to whet your appetite the following 
items are available:

•	 A week in a cottage in Normandy

•	 Harley Davidson experience

•	 Land Rover ‘off roading’

•	 Fine Dining events

•	 Behind the scenes at Channel 4 News 
and ITV’s Loose Women

•	 Glamping in Spain

.....plus many, many more.  

Many of these would make ideal 
Christmas presents and are unique 
items that ‘money can’t buy’!

For more information about the evening 
please call the school 01256 850062.  We 
hope to see you there on the night; your 
support is invaluable to us.  

Thank you.

Suzanne Kelly, Headteacher

Nuisance Phone Calls and Text Messages  
Hampshire residents are warned to 
be careful when receiving unsolicited 
phone calls or text messages.  These 
may appear to be from an official body 
or company but the caller may give 
out false information to mislead the 
consumer into parting with money for 
goods or services they do not need or 
want.            

If you have registered with the 
Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 
and you receive nuisance phone calls, 
you can complain and the TPS may 
investigate. Although the TPS cannot 
take enforcement action they will 

refer complaints to the Information 
Commissioners Office if necessary.    

Nuisance or spam text messaging is also 
on the increase, especially messages 
about debt management, accident 
claims and mis-sold Payment Protection 
Insurance (PPI).  You can report this 
directly to your mobile phone provider, 
who may be able to block certain 
numbers.   Silent Calls  

Receiving a ‘silent call’ can be very 
unsettling. However, the majority of 
silent calls are due to call centres using 
automated systems that dial more 
numbers than can be handled.   

The regulatory body for reporting silent 

calls to is Ofcom.  Although they don’t 
respond to individual complaints, they 
will use the information for monitoring 
purposes.   

For further information on please 
contact;  

Telephone Preference Service on 
0845 070 0707 Ofcom on 0300 123 
3333 or 020 7981 3040 Information 
Commissioners Office on 0303 123 1113 

If you are worried about scams please 
contact;   

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 
on 03454 04 05 06  Or online using the 
Online consumer complaint form  
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We have been 
holidaying in the 
large box on wheels 
and stopped at a 
place called Looe.  
Despite the name - I 
didn’t - as I have 

been taught that nothing should leave 
my body when I have my lead on – a 
situation which can sometimes be 
agonising but as the Mrs points out: 
guide dogs do not stop at every tree 
and lamp post or their owners would 
forever be banging into things so there 
is no excuse for me to be doing it. 
Consequently I have become resigned 
to crossing my legs and holding on until 
we arrive at a suitable place where I 
can do whatever I like.  We had a lovely 
holiday and I was quite well behaved 
throughout, however, I made a grave 
error of judgement recently when I 
was seriously disappointed at not being 
taken along to a ploughing match with 
the Boss.  Although I had been told to 
‘stay’, boredom set in and I needed the 
‘Looe’ and my mistake was in thinking 
I could find the ploughing match on 
my own and decided to head off and 
surprise the Boss. 

Big mistake – couldn’t find him 
anywhere and boy did I get into trouble 
when I got back.  Apparently everyone 
had been looking for me including the 
local gamekeepers, neighbours, the 
Boss and the Mrs both scanning the 
village in their cars.  The Boss was just 
on the point of calling in reinforcements 
when he spotted me walking back down 
the road.   Having realised I preferred 
company on my walks I was returning 
home to find some and was quite calm 
- but the Boss was not, and when the 
Mrs stopped yelling at us both she made 
me promise never to go walking again 
without my lead on!  I have one word to 
say on that – ‘Looe’.

Reminisces of Village Life 
in the 1940s and 1950s
John Pitman was born at Headbourne 
Worthy, near Winchester, 71years 
ago and therefore is Winchester born 
and bred.  An experienced raconteur 
he entertained the members of the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke with his 
experiences of Hampshire village life 
as he grew up in what he may have 
considered then was a rural idyll and 
now appears to be a very basic existence.  

He has lived and worked around 
Winchester all his life and his roots in 
Hampshire village life run deep being 
connected with many social groups in 
his locality. Village Hall committee for 
40 years, being chairman for 26 years; 
drama groups where he has established 
a reputation for playing pantomime 
dames and being Vice President of a 
brass band are some of his interests. He 
is also chairman of the Southern Water 
Retirement Association for Hampshire 
having worked in their finance section 
based in an office in Otterbourne. 

John’s talk on “Village life in the 1940s 
and 1950s” centred on his family life 
during war time and the immediate post 
war ‘austerity years’ and it brought back 
wonderful memories for many of the 
assembled members. 

With great humour, he meticulously 
took us through the country seasons 
as seen through his eyes as a child 
living in Headbourne Worthy.  During 
daily life in a farm worker’s cottage on 
a 2000 acre country estate, he vividly 
described how he and his parents coped 

without running water, an outdoor 
‘copper’ for washing clothes and an 
earthen closet loo at the top of the 
garden.  The only electrical appliance 
in the cottage was a ‘wireless’, powered 
initially by an accumulator battery and, 
when electricity came to the village, 
by an adaptor from the ceiling light.  
Many of the familiar and favourite 
family programmes of the period were 
recollected.    

If you want to know more about this 
group of retired professional and 
business men there is a wide array of 
information on the Probus Club website 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com 
or ring the Secretary Paul Flint for an 
informal chat on 07770 886521.  

Bert’s Blog
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An Experiment in Keeping Chickens
In my last update, 
Egginburgh Castle had 
been devastated by a nasty 
bug that took three of my 
hens.  I was only left with 
Hen Solo and Gladys after Peckham, 
Norris and Sadie shuffled off to the big 
coop in the sky.  We were aware some 
hens that were in need of re-homing, so 
we decided that we could offer four hens 
a forever home.

Catching my chooks is not particularly, 
easy.  They’re not really keen on being 
picked up and will come to you, but 
only on their terms (and usually only for 
mealworms or cucumber).  Whenever 
we have to dust them, or spray them, we 
tend to do it at night when they’ve gone 
to bed, then they’re easier to catch and 
they make less fuss.  When we arrived 
at the small holding to collect our new 
chickens, we knew we would have to 
pick four from the same enclosure, since 
they’d be used to each other and we’d 
only have to worry about introducing 
two groups of chickens, my established 
two and the four new ones.  If we’d taken 
the four new hens from all different 
enclosures, we’d have had a problem 
with many different hens not being 
familiar with each other and having 
learnt that introducing new birds can 
be a little tricky, we wanted to make 
it as easy as possible this time.  There 
was a big cockerel in the pen with our 
hens, so naturally, I sent my other half 
in to catch our new girls.  He went in 
with the ominous warning of “watch 
that cockerel, he’ll have you....” .  It was 
like an episode of Benny Hill!  Chasing 
chickens around a coop whilst being 

chased by a very angry, rather large 
cockerel.

Eventually, four chooks were caught 
and bundled into a box for the journey 
home.  Three large, apricot coloured 
buff hens and a black and white girl 
with a large red comb – I suspect 
she is a leghorn cross of some sort.  
And so to naming:  The three buffs 
are Margaret Hatcher, Eggy Peggy, 
Emmeline Peckhurst and the black and 
white is Princess Layer (I’m almost out 
of chicken puns).  We were wary of 
introducing them, given the fighting 
and squabbling last time, but after 
getting sight of each other for a day and 
smelling and watching the new birds 
through some wire to separate them, 
we put all 6 girls in the coop together 
at night and despite a bit of pecking 
and squabbling over the next few days, 
they settled in pretty well.  What a 
relief!  They are also excellent layers 
and I regularly have between 3 and 5 
eggs a day from my girls, far more than 
we can eat, so we keep our neighbours 
supplied.  I’ve got rather good at making 
meringues too....  Fresh eggs are lovely, 
such bright, orange yolks.

The new girls came with a problem 
though.  They all had scaly leg mite.  
This is a mite that burrows under the 
scales on a chicken’s leg and bites them.  
The scales will lift and it’s quite painful, 
it can lead to them losing toes and leaves 
them open to infection.  They pick it up 
from the ground and it is notoriously 
difficult to get rid of.  Prevention is far 
easier than cure and we regularly spray 
our girls legs with scaly mite spray to 

keep it at bay.  They also have their 
coop sprayed weekly for red mite and 
every few months a proper clean with 
an insecticide.  Keeping chickens can be 
hard work!

Google has proved to be my new 
best friend throughout my chicken 
adventure.  I found that there are a 
number of treatments for scaly leg, all 
of which need to be repeated and are 
fairly intensive.  Regular bathing of 
legs, spraying with various potions and 
scrubbing of coops and feet to break 
the mite/egg cycle.  This sounded like 
a chore so I was quite pleased to find 
a mite drop, similar to the sort of spot 
on treatment we give the dogs for fleas.  
It’s not recommended for chickens, 
since it’s not been tested for safety for 
egg producing birds, but it is safe for 
use on parrots and other birds.  All 
the hen forums seemed to say that this 
spot on drug has been used without 
any problems and if there are concerns 
about the eggs, just discard them for a 
week after application.  There was a bit 
of guess work involved in the dose, but 
the application was easy and the girls 
do seem to have improved, although 
we won’t know for sure until they have 
a proper moult and grow some new 
leg scales.  The drops have been duly 
applied and their legs sprayed and 
bodies dusted – these girls are going 
to be the most mite free chickens in 
Christendom!  They weren’t exactly 
grateful – how rude!

Kirsty Scott
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Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship
The Secretary, Tony Brazier, welcomed 
members to the monthly meeting held 
on Wednesday 1st October and asked 
those who had booked to go on the trip 
to the Wurlitzer Concert & London 
Lights on Thursday 27th November 
and the Christmas Lunch on Thursday 
11th December to pay for them now.  
Christine Broadbent, the Group’s 
Visiting Officer, gave her welfare report 
and Sonia Waite, the Membership 
Secretary, gave an update on the 
different membership options and 
asked members to keep her informed of 
changes of contact details.

The speaker was Phil Howe, director 
of Hidden Britain Tours, who gave 
a talk on “Jane Austen’s Hampshire” 
which is of course local to us here in 
Basingstoke.  His interest in the subject 
began a few years back when he met, 
by chance, an American lady who was 
researching locations for a book she was 
writing about Jane Austen.  This lady 
was Lori Smith who went on to write 
“A Walk with Jane Austen” and “The 
Jane Austen Guide to Life”.  He helped 
her find some of these places and in 
the process found himself realising that 
there were many local places used as 
the basis for her fictional homes and 

estates.  He took us on a tour, with the 
aid of a map,  around the area from 
Hackwood Park to Farleigh House; from 
there to The Wheatsheaf at Dummer, 
North Waltham and then to the Church 
and Rectory at Steventon.  Then it was 
on to Freefolk Priors, Hurstbourne 
Park, Laverstoke House, Ashe, Deane, 
Manydown House and the Vyne at 
Sherborne St John.  All of these places 
were also mentioned in the letters of 
Jane Austen which are available in book 
form.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at Brookvale Village Hall 

from 10 am – 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants and their partners are 
welcome.  The programme of speakers 
and trips for next year is now available 
and can be obtained from the Secretary 
Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com.  The next 
meeting is on 5th November when 
the speaker will be Alan Grace on The 
British Forces Broadcasting Service.

David Cowling
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We are always encouraging you to make a 
Will to be sure that your assets pass to the 
people you want to receive them. So it is 
really important you know about the new law 
that affects your estate if you have not made 
a Will. 

If you die without a Will then you die 
intestate and the distribution of your estate 
is governed by very strict rules known as 
Intestacy Rules.  This means that your estate 
may pass to someone who you do not want 
to benefit and someone who is dependent 
upon you may be left without anything.

On 1st October 2014 new law came into 
force changing the Intestacy Rules. If you die 
before your spouse then they will take the 
first £250,000 and half of the balance of your 
estate. The other half will then be divided 
between your children and held on trust 
until they reach 18. If you do not have any 
children or descendants then the new rules 
provide for your spouse to inherit all of your 
estate. 

Whilst these new rules appear more generous 
towards the surviving spouse, they do not 
consider other family members or friends 
whom you may have wanted to benefit. They 
also may not provide sufficiently for your 
children, particularly if you marry a second 
time. In these circumstances, depending on 
the value of the estate, your children may not 
benefit at all. 

This new law also updates the meaning of 
“personal chattels” which are your personal 
effects and belongings and under the new 
law would pass absolutely to the surviving 
spouse. Leaving distribution of these items to 
the Intestacy Rules may mean that any family 
heirlooms or sentimental items are not left 
to the family members or friends that you 
would wish. 

To avoid your estate passing under these 
Intestacy Rules we would strongly advise you 
to make a Will so you are in control of what 
happens to your assets on your death. 

Leaving a Will also makes it easier for your 
family and friends to sort out your estate 
during a difficult time. It also allows you 
to make important appointments such as 
Guardians for your children and Executors of 
your Will. 

If you would like professional advice on how 
to secure the correct disposal of your estate 
and ensure your last wishes are respected 
and your chosen beneficiaries are looked 
after then please do not hesitate to contact 
one of the Phillips Solicitors Wills team: Zoë 
McManus on 01256 854677, Jonathan Jacobs 
on 01256 854638 or Sheila Glyn-Owen on 
01256 854637.

How Does the New Inheritance and 
Trustees Powers Act 2014 Affect You

	 LEGAL 
	 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L
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ICLEAN LOCAL Professional home and 
office cleaning service. CRB checked, fixed 
rate £5 off your first clean. Call  
07516 955 709.

MATHEMATICS TUITION to GCSE and 
A-LEVEL ( all modules ) by an experienced 
Head of Department and Examiner. Recent 
CRB clearance. Tel. 01189 811438

CCTV, INTERCOM & ACCESS CONTROL 
I have been installing and commissioning 
CCTV and access systems for 25 
yrs small and large. Access control- 
Paxton registered and experience of 
many other systems. Additions to existing 
systems and maintenance packages 
available. New installations welcome.  
Call for a chat about how I can help you. 
Mike Larby, Safeguard 07753 744205 mike@
safeguard-online.co.uk

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K 
Solutions Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  
Please contact us on 07402173137 for free 
initial consultation or check our website www.
riverksolutions.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE ROCK GUITAR LESSONS: 
Learn your favourite Guitar Riffs. Have fun 
learning and see great results.  Teaching rooms 
based locally in Basingstoke Town Centre, 
lessons available for Adults and Children 
14+, daytime and evening lessons available. 
Contact Simon Perrin to arrange your free 
trial lesson: Tel: 07780445380, e-mail: simon@
orangemusicrooms.co.uk , Web: www.
basingstokerockguitartutor.co.uk

PIANO, SINGING AND MUSIC THEORY 
LESSONS Learn at your own pace with 
a relaxed, friendly and classically trained 
musician and qualified class teacher. With 
over 30 years of experience, I will guide and 
support you to fulfil your goals. Whether 
you are a beginner, re-starter or you are 
more advanced, 6 or 86, you would be most 
welcome. Please call Alison Kelly on 01256 
465484 or 07774 643938 or email alison@
kelly-family.com

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or advertising@thevillager.org.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE. Electrical. 
Plumbing. Capentry or Decorationg. For a 
quotation, please phone 01256 780460 or 
07989 940210.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR (Interior and Exterior) - Does 
your house need decorating? Never have the 
time? Keep putting it off? then get in touch 
with me - Dave Hawthorne, Pamber Green. 
Tel. 851533  Mobile. 0789 9993844.

CRAFTY FOX ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES I deal in Antiques and 
other collectables and am keen to buy a 
variety of items. So if you are looking to 
declutter, or sell an item or collection, give 
me a call. Fair prices offered for good items 
like quality china, and glass, old toys, dolls 
and teddies, books etc etc. Phone 07879 
440478 or email yvonne.cox@virgin.net

LUXURY 3 BEDROOMED PENTHOUSE 
APARTMENT Calahorida, Costa Del Sol. 
Fantastic spacious holiday apartment, sleeping 
6-8 people. Very large terrace, with sea views, 
sunbeds, dining area, bbq etc. Direct lift 
access. Set in gated community, 4 pools and 2 
children’s pools. Walking distance to nearest 
shop and restaurants. 5 min drive to beaches. 
www.aptcostadelsol.co.uk Tel. 851539

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from 
the Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River 
Cottage’ country.  
Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside) also gutters, fascias 
and soffits. For free quotation call 850925 
or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me on 
harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. 
Local practitioner, qualified with 14 years 
experience. Will give free initial consultation. 
Phone Derek Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician 
with over 24 years experience. Teaching 
all aspects of drumming from counting, 
reading, playing to tracks, and technique 
etc. All ages and abilities welcome from total 
beginners to advanced. For more info please 
contact John Lezana on 07947 728 686  
www.johnlezana.com

FOR PATHS, PATIOS, GARDEN WALLS, 
EXTENSIONS, houses, bungalows and 
refurbishment. You name it. We build it. 
BARRY’S BUILDERS SINCE 1970  
01256 417862 / 07543 580340 
www.barrythebuilder.co.uk 
email: mwarner43@hotmail.co.uk

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP 
PRACTICE? HAVE YOU BEEN LED A 
MERRY DANCE? Well you could be...!  Let 
our six piece SSJ village band S#arp Practice 
shake, rattle and roll you. Popular tunes from 
recent decades, available for parties, dances 
and fetes. Please contact Steve Howe on 
01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, 
including preparation for examinations (CE, 
GCSE, IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation 
and primary/nursery language clubs 
Daytime or evenings, at home, work 
or school. Call Samantha Cruickshank 
(Language Services Specialists) on:  
07944 820284 or email: scruickshanktutor@
yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, 
tree work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk



33



34

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
advertising@thevillager.org.uk

No Call Out Charges Free Estimates 

 Emergency lock, door & car opening  
 All types of locks supplied & fitted 
 British Standard 3621 locks available  
 ‘Beat the Burglar’ Anti-Snap cylinders  
 Keys cut on site 
 Security audits 

 Specialist in uPvc multi-point locks 
 Insurance, domestic & commercial  
  work undertaken 
 Burglary repairs 
 All workmanship & parts guaranteed 
 Fully insured service 

Locked out? Broken Key or Lock? Lost Keys? NO PROBLEM  

Call Len on 07785 384914 
Email: l.elkington@lockrite.org 

Criminal Records Bureau 
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Call for a 
FREE valuation

Sell for 0.75%
commission
Only a 4 week contract

Thinking of moving?
GOOD NEWS!
It’s a sellers market.

We WILL sell your property
Open seven days a week in Chineham Shopping Centre

01 256 808 454
www.loddonproperties.com

Sales & Lettings
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windows • doors • porches •
soffits • rooflines • cladding

• conservatories • garage
conversions

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion

SOLID ROOF SYSTEM FOR
EXISTING CONSERVATORY

  
 

 

0800 026 46 42 or 0118 970 1770

www.rainbowdoubleglazing.co.uk

Your truly local double glazing company

Why take a
chance?

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE: 

22 successful years

NEW


